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(Acts whose publication is not obligatory)

COUNCIL

COUNCIL DECISION

of 29 March 1999

concerning the conclusion of the Convention on the International Commission
for the Protection of the Oder

(1999/257/EC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community, and in particular Article 130s(1) thereof, in
conjunction with the first sentence of Article 228(2) and
the first subparagraph of Article 228(3) thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission (1),

Having regard to the opinion of the European Parlia-
ment (2),

Whereas the Commission has participated, on behalf of
the Community, in the negotiations to prepare a Conven-
tion on the International Commission for the Protection
of the Oder;

Whereas the Convention was signed on behalf of the
Community at Wroclaw (Poland) on 11 April 1996;

Whereas the Convention aims to strengthen multilateral
cooperation to prevent and control pollution of the Oder,
protect the environment and ensure sustainable use of
water resources;

Whereas the overriding aim of Community policy in the
field of environment is a high level of protection; whereas
it is based on the principles of precautionary measures
and preventive action, the principle of rectifying environ-
mental damage preferably at source and the ‘polluter pays'
principle;

Whereas, within their respective spheres of competence,
the Community and Member States cooperate with third
countries and the competent international organisations;

Whereas the conclusion of the Convention by the
Community contributes to the pursuit of the objectives
laid down in Article 130r of the Treaty,

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS:

Article 1

The Convention on the International Commission for the
Protection of the Oder is hereby approved on behalf of
the Community.

The text of the Convention is attached to this Decision.

Article 2

The President of the Council is hereby authorised to
designate the person or persons empowered to deposit the
instrument of approval with the General Secretariat of the
Council in accordance with Article 18(2) of the Conven-
tion.

Done at Brussels, 29 March 1999.

For the Council

The President

F. MÜNTEFERING

(1) OJ C 316, 14.10.1998, p. 5.
(2) Opinion delivered on 16 December 1998 (not yet published

in the Official Journal).


