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COMMISSION DECISION
of 28 July 1999

amending Commission Decision 94/360/EC on the reduced frequency of physical checks of
consignments of certain products to be imported from third countries, pursuant to Council

Directive 90/675/EEC

(notified under document number C(1999) 2517)

(Text with EEA relevance)

(1999/518/EC)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Directive 97/78/EC of 18 December
1997 laying down the principles governing the organisations
of veterinary checks on products entering the Community from
third countries (1) and in particular Article 22(6) thereof,

(1) Whereas the competent authorities of Switzerland, on
16 July 1999, have informed the services of the
Commission that diethylstilboestrol (DES) has been
detected on two occasions in beef meat imported from
an establishment in the United States of America (USA);

(2) Whereas the use of DES, in view of its toxic properties,
is banned by virtue of Article 2 (a) and Article 3 (a) of
Council Directive 96/22/EC concerning the prohibition
on the use in stockfarming of certain substances having
a hormonal or thyrostatic action of beta agonists (2);

(3) Whereas for the same reasons, the use of DES is also
banned in the USA;

(4) Whereas the Commission services have not received any
official explanation from the authorities in the USA on
this problem or on the measures taken to control the
situation;

(5) Whereas the inspection measures applied at Community
border inspection posts should include specific testing
for stilbenes;

(6) Whereas the measures provided for in this Decision are
in accordance with the opinion of the Standing Veter-
inary Committee,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION:

Article 1

In Decision 94/360/EC (3), the second indent of paragraph 1 of
Article 1(a) is replaced by the following text:

‘— two official samples shall be taken from each consign-
ment and examined for residues of each of the xenobi-
otic hormones melengestrol acetate, trenbolone,
zeranol, and stilbenes including diethylstilboestrol, and
for abnormally high levels of residues of the natural
hormones 17 beta oestradiol, progesterone and testos-
terone.’

Article 2

This Decision is addressed to the Member States.

Done at Brussels, 28 July 1999.

For the Commission

Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission
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