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COMMISSION DECISION
of 6 November 2000

amending for the third time Decision 1999/507/EC on certain protection measures with regard to
certain fruit bats, dogs and cats coming from Malaysia (Peninsula) and Australia

(notified under document number C(2000) 3178)

(Text with EEA relevance)

(2000/708/EC)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Directive 91/496/EEC of 15 July
1991 laying down the principles governing the organisation of
veterinary checks on animals entering the Community from
third countries and amending Directives 89/662/EEC, 90/
425/EEC and 90/675/EEC (1), as last amended by Directive
96/43/EC (2), and in particular Article 18(7) thereof,

Whereas:

(1) By Decision 1999/507/EC (3), as last amended by
Decision 2000/6/EC (4), of the Commission has adopted
protection measures with regard to certain fruit bats,
dogs and cats coming from Malaysia (Peninsula) and
Australia, with regard to Nipah respective Hendra
disease, including among others laboratory tests for dogs
and cats destined for imports into the Community.

(2) Hendra disease, being a notifiable disease in accordance
with Australian law, has not been reported in Australia
since the adoption of Decision 1999/507/EC. Therefore,
the provisions of this Decision relating to Australia
should be adapted to the disease situation in the country
concerned, and in particular the requirement for labora-
tory testing for cats imported from Australia should be
withdrawn.

(3) The measures provided for in this Decision are in
accordance with the opinion of the Standing Veterinary
Committee,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION:

Article 1

Article 3 of Decision 1999/507/EC is amended as follows:

1. The second indent of paragraph 2 is deleted.

2. A third paragraph is added as follows:

‘3. The prohibition referred to in paragraph 1 shall not
apply to cats in transit, provided they remain within the
perimeter of an international airport.’

Article 2

This Decision is addressed to the Member States.

Done at Brussels, 6 November 2000.

For the Commission

David BYRNE

Member of the Commission
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