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(Acts whose publication is not obligatory)

COUNCIL

COUNCIL DIRECTIVE
of 4 March 1974

on the application of Article 5 of Council Directive No 69/73/EEC on the harmonization
of provisions laid down by law, regulation or administrative action in respect of inward
processing

(74/147/EEC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the Euro-
pean Economic Community;

Having regard to Council Directive No 69/73/EEC (1)
of 4 March 1969 on the harmonization of provisions
laid down by law, regulation, or administrative action
in respect of inward processing, and in particular
Article 29 thereof;

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission;

Whereas Article 5 of Council Directive No 69/73/
EEC, provides that the benefit of inward processing
arrangements may be granted on condition that this
should contribute towards providing the most favour-
able conditions for the export of the goods resulting
from such processing without conflicting with essen-
tial interests of Community producers;

Whereas Article 9 (1) of Council Directive No 69/74/
EEC () of 4 March 1969 on the harmonization of
provisions laid down by law, regulation, or adminis-
trative action relating to customs warehousing proce-
dure, allows goods deposited in customs warehouses
to undergo there such usual forms of handling as
are needed to ensure preservation or to improve
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packaging or marketable quality, without any
restrictions of an economic nature;

Whereas Article 1 (1) of Council Directive No
71/235/EEC (3) of 21 June 1971 on harmonization
of the provisions laid down by law, regulation or
administrative action relating to the usual forms of
handling which may be carried out in customs ware-
houses and in free zones sets out the common list
of the usual forms of handling referred to in Article
9 (1) of Council Directive No 69/74/EEC;

Whereas, these forms of handling are processes of
inward processing within the meaning of Article 2 (3)
of Council Directive 69/73/EEC when they are car-
ried out under the inward processing arrangements;

Whereas, in these circumstances it may be admitted
that they do not conflict with essential interests of
Community producers, and the conditions of Article
5 of Council Directive No 69/73/EEC are fulfilled in
the case of such handling;

Whereas, it would be an unnecessary administrative
complication to require the competent authorities
to assess the economic effect of such handling,
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HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE:

Article 1

1. Processes which are regarded as usual forms of
handling within the meaning of Article 1 (1) of
Council Directive No 71/235/EEC, shall, when car-
ried out under inward processing arrangements, be
deemed for the purposes of Article 5 (1) of Council
Directive No 69/73/EEC, to contribute towards the
most favourable conditions for exports without
conflictions with the essential interests of Community
producers.

2. The processes referred to in paragraph 1 may be
carried out only in accordance with any Community
or national rules applicable.

Article 2

1. The Member States shall bring into force the
measures necessary to comply with this Directive at
the latest by 1 April 1974.

2. Each Member State shall inform the Commission
of the provisions which it adopts for the implemen-
tation of this Directive. The Commission shall com-
municate this information to the other Member
States.

Article 3

This Directive is addressed to the Member States.

Done at Brussels, 4 March 1974.
* For the Council
The President
W. SCHEEL



