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COUNCIL DIRECTIVE

6f 21 December 1978

concerning pilotage of vessels by deep-sea pilots in the North Sea and English Channel

(79/115/EEC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the
European Economic Community, and in particular

Article 84 (2) thereof,

Whereas, for the sake of safety at sea and of
preventing marine pollution, it is necessary to ensure
that vessels wishing to use the services of pilots in the
North Sea and English Channel can call on
adequately qualified deep-sea pilots, and to promote
the employment of such pilots in vessels flying the
flags of Member States,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE:

Article 1

1. The Member States which have coasts
bordering on the North Sea or English Channel shall
take all necessary and appropriate measures to ensure
that vessels availing themselves of the services of a
deep-sea pilot for pilotage in the North Sea or the
English Channel be provided with adequately
qualified deep-sea pilots in possession of a certificate
delivered by a competent authority of one of these
Member States certifying that such pilots are
qualified to pilot vessels in the North Sea and the
English Channel.

2. Each Member State shall take all necessary and
appropriate measures to encourage vessels flying its
national flag to avail themselves, in the North Sea
and the English Channel, of the services of only those
deep-sea pilots who are in possession of a certificate
as referred to in paragraph 1 or of an equivalent
certificate delivered by another North Sea coastal
State, when seeking the assistance of deep-sea pilots.

Article 2

After consulting the Commission, Member States
shall bring into force the laws, regulations and
administrative provisions necessary to comply with
this Directive not later than 1 January 1980. They
shall forthwith inform the Commission thereof.

Article 3

This Directive is addressed to the Member States.

Done at Brussels, 21 December 1978.

For the Council

The President
Otto Graf LAMBSDOREFF



