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amending Directive 79/695/EEC on the harmonization of procedures for the release of
goods for free circulation

(81/853/EEC)

‘ THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community, and in particular Article 100
thereof, :

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission (1),

Having regard to the opinion of the European
Parliament (2),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee (3),

Whereas - Article 27 (1) of Council Directive
79/695/EEC of 24 July 1979 on the harmonization of
procedures for the release of goods for free
circulation (#) provides that Member States shall take
the measures necessary to comply with the Directive not
later than six months after the date of publication in the
Official Journal of the European Communities of the
Regulation laying down the conditions under which a
person is permitted to make a customs entry;

Whereas the adoption by the Council of the
abovementioned Regulation has not taken place within

the period originally specified; whereas, however, the
distortions of treatment resulting from the considerable
disparities in the laws, regulations and administrative
provisions of the Member States on the release of goods
for free circulation should be eliminated as quickly as
possible;

Whereas, although Directive 79/695/EEC does not
enable harmonization to be achieved of all the rules to
be respected in the Member States when goods are
released for free circulation, because of the absence of
Community rules defining the conditions under which
persons may be allowed to enter goods for customs
purposes, it nonetheless seems appropriate to implement
henceforth the provisions which it contains; whereas the
exact date by which Member States must bring into
force the measures necessary to comply with the said
Directive should therefore be fixed; whereas, however,
it is not necessary to amend the date until which the
effective implementation of Articles 17 to 22 of the
Directive may be postponed,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE:

Article 1

The first and second subparagraphs of Article 27 (1) of
Directive 79/695/EEC are hereby replaced by the
following:
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‘Member States shall take the measures necessary to Done at Luxembourg, 19 October 1981.
comply with this Directive not later than 1 July
1982.

For. the Council

Article 2 The President

This Directive is addressed to the Member States. P. WALKER



