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COMMISSION DIRECTIVE 97/53/EC
of 11 September 1997

adapting to technical progress

Council Directive 79/196/EEC on the

approximation of the laws of the Member States concerning electrical
equipment for use in potentially explosive atmospheres employing certain types
of protection

(Text with EEA relevance)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Directive 76/117/EEC of 18
December 1975 on the approximation of the laws of the
Member States concerning electrical equipment for use in
potentially explosive atmospheres ('), as last amended by
the Act of Accession of Spain and Portugal,

Having regard to Council Directive 79/196/EEC of 6
February 1979 on the approximation of the laws of the
Member States concerning electrical equipment for use in
potentially explosive atmospheres employing certain types
of protection (%), as last amended by Commission Direct-
ive 94/26/EC (*), and in particular Article § thereof,

Whereas it is necessary to adapt the contents of Annex I
to Directive 79/196/EEC to technical progress by incorp-
orating seven new European standards recently drawn up
by the European Committee for Electrotechnical Stand-
ardization (Cenelec);

Whereas, in view of the present state of technical
progress, it is now necessary to adapt the contents of the
harmonized standards referred to in Annex I to Directive
79/196/EEC,;

Whereas, in view of the nature of the equipment
concerned, a provision should be made for transitional
arrangements in order to enable the industry to adapt
appropriately to the changes to the standards;

Whereas the measures provided for in this Directive are
in accordance with the opinion of the Committee on the
Adaptation to Technical Progress of the Directives for the
Elimination of Technical Barriers in the Sector of Elec-
trical Equipment for Use in Potentially Explosive Atmo-
spheres,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE:

Article 1

Annex I to Directive 79/196/EEC is replaced by the text
in the Annex to this Directive.

() OJ L 24, 30. 1. 1976, p. 45.
() OJ L 43, 20. 2. 1979, p. 20.
() OJ L 157, 24. 6. 1994, p. 33.

Article 2

1. Member States shall bring into force the laws, regu-
lations and administrative provisions necessary to comply
with this Directive not later than 31 May 1998. They shall
forthwith inform the Commission thereof.

When Member States adopt these provisions, they shall
contain a reference to this Directive or shall be accom-
panied by such reference at the time of their official pub-
lication. The methods of making such reference shall be
laid down by Member States.

2. Until 30 June 2003 the Member States shall
continue to apply the measures provided for in Article 4
of Directive 76/117/EEC as regards the equipment for
which conformity to the harmonized standards referred to
in amended Directive 79/196/EEC, is attested by the issue
of a certificate of conformity in accordance with Article 8
of Directive 76/117/EEC, provided that the certificate has
been issued before 30 September 1998.

Article 3

This Directive shall enter into force on the 20th day
following its publication in the Official Journal of the
European Communities.

Article 4

This Directive is addressed to the Member States.

Done at Brussels, 11 September 1997.

For the Commission
Martin BANGEMANN

Member of the Commission
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ANNEX

‘ANNEX I

HARMONIZED STANDARDS

The harmonized standards to which equipment must conform, depending on the type of protection, are the
European standards referred to in the table below.

European Standards

(drawn up by Cenelec, 35 rue de Stassart, B-1050 Brussels)

Number Title - Edition Date
EN 50014 | Electrical apparatus for potentially explosive atmo- 2 December 1992
spheres — General requirements
EN 50015 | Electrical apparatus for potentially explosive atmo- 2 April 1994
spheres — Oil immersion “0”
EN 50016 | Electrical apparatus for potentially explosive atmo- 2 October 1995
spheres — Pressurized apparatus “p”
EN 50017 | Electrical apparatus for potentially explosive atmo- 2 April 1994
spheres — Powder filling “q”
EN 50018 | Electrical apparatus for potentially explosive atmo- 2 August 1994
spheres — Flameproof enclosure “d”
EN 50019 | Electrical apparatus for potentially explosive atmo- 2 March 1994
spheres — Increased safety “e”
EN 50020 | Electrical apparatus for potentially explosive atmo- 2 August 1994
spheres — Intrinsic safety “1”
EN 50028 | Electrical equipment for use in potential explosive 1 February 1987
atmospheres — Encapsulation “m”
EN 50039 | Electrical equipment for use in potentially explosive 1 March 1980
atmospheres — Intrinsically safe electrical systems “1”
EN 50050 | Electrostatic hand-held spraying equipment 1 January 1986
EN 50053 | Hand-held electrostatic paint spray guns with an 1 February 1987 ()
(part 1) energy limit of 0,24 m] and their associated apparatus
EN 50053 | Hand-held electrostatic powder spray guns with an 1 June 1989 (")
(part 2) energy limit of 5 mJ and their associated apparatus
EN 50053 | Hand-held electrostatic flock spray guns with an 1 June 1989 (%)
(part 3) energy limit of 0,24 mJ or 5 mJ and their associated

apparatus

(") Only the paragraphs dealing with the construction of aparatus, provided for in standards EN 50053, parts 1, 2 and 3.




