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COUNCIL REGULATION (EEC) No 348/81
of 20 January 1981

on common rules for imports of whales or other cetacean products

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic
Community, and in particular Article 235 thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission (1),
Having regard to the opinion of the European Parliament (?),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and Social committee (%),

Whereas the conservation of cetacean species calls for measures which
will restrict international trade; whereas these should be Community-
level measures and should at the same time respect the Community’s
international obligations;

Whereas, pending the adoption at Community level of more general
measures concerning the supervision of trade in species of wild fauna
and flora, imports of the main whale or other cetacean products should
be subject, in an initial stage, to import permits, while the possibility of
extending the list of these products is also reserved; whereas, in order to
clarify the situation, it may be useful to note that, pending this possible
extension, the Member States continue to be competent for taking, in
compliance with the Treaty, measures for the protection of the species
relating to imports of products not covered by this Regulation; whereas
the competent authorities should not issue such permits unless they have
assured themselves that the products in question are not to be used for
commercial purposes,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

1. From 1 January 1982 the introduction into the Community of the
products listed in the Annex shall be subject to the production of an
import licence. No such licence shall be issued in respect of products to
be used for commercial purposes.

2. Member States shall notify the Commission before 1 July 1981 of
the names and addresses of the authorities competent to issue the import
licences referred to in paragraph 1. The Commission shall immediately
inform the other Member States thereof.

Article 2

1. A Committee on Cetacean Products, hereinafter referred to as ‘the
Committee’ is hereby set up, consisting of representatives of the
Member States with a representative of the Commission as chairman.

The Committee shall adopt its own rules of procedure.

It may examine any question relating to the application of this Regula-
tion, including the question of control, submitted to it by its chairman
either on his own initiative or at the request of the representative of a
Member State.

2. The following procedure shall be adopted for implementing this
Regulation:

() OJ No C 121, 20. 5. 1980, p. 5.
() OJ No C 291, 10. 11. 1980, p. 46.
() OJ No C 300, 18. 11. 1980, p. 13.
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(a) the Commission representative shall submit to the Committee a
draft of the provisions to be adopted. The Committee shall deliver
an opinion on the draft within a time limit set by the chairman
having regard to the urgency of the matter. Decisions shall be taken
by a majority of A2 62 <« votes, the votes of the Member States
being weighted as provided for in Article 148 (2) of the Treaty. The
chairman shall not vote.

(b) the Commission shall adopt the provisions envisaged if they are in
accordance with the opinion of the Committee.

(c) if the provisions envisaged are not in accordance with the opinion
of the Committee, or if no opinion is delivered, the Commission
shall without delay submit to the Council a proposal with regard to
the provisions to be adopted. The Council shall act by a qualified
majority. If, within three months of the proposal being submitted to
it, the Council has not acted, the proposed provisions shall be
adopted by the Commission.

Article 3

1. At the earliest opportunity, the Commission shall submit to the
Council a report on whether the list of products in the Annex to this
Regulation should be extended, and on the possibilities for supervising
compliance with its provisions, together with proposals, as the case may
be.

2. The Council acting by qualified majority on a proposal from the
Commission may decide to extend the list referred to in paragraph 1.

3. Pending such decision, Member States may take, in compliance
with the Treaty, measures concerning whales or other cetacean products
not covered by this Regulation for the protection of the species.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in
all Member States.
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ANNEX
CCT heading No Description

ex 02.04 C Meat and edible meat offals of cetaceans, fresh, chilled or frozen

ex 02.06 C Meat and edible meat offals of cetaceans, salted, in brine, dried or smoked

ex 05.09 Whalebone and the like; unworked or simply prepared but not cut to shape, and
hair and waste of these products

ex 05.15 B Meat and meat offals of cetaceans, unfit for human consumption

ex 15.04 Fats and oils of cetaceans, whether or not refined

ex 15.08 Oils of cetaceans, boiled, oxidized, dehydrated, sulphurized, blown, or polymerized
by heat in vacuum or in inert gas, or otherwise modified

ex 15.12 Oils and fats of cetaceans, wholly or partly hydrogenated or solidified or hardened
by any other process, whether or not refined, but not further prepared

1515 A Spermaceti, crude, pressed or refined, whether or not coloured

ex 16.03 Extracts and juices of the meat of cetaceans

ex 23:01 A Flours and meals of the meat and offals of cetaceans, unfit for human consumption

ex Chapter 41 Leather treated with oil, whether or not modified, of whales or of other cetaceans

All the products listed below which have been treated with oil, whether or not modified, of whales or
of other cetaceans or which have been made from leather treated with such oil:

ex Chapter 42 Articles of leather; saddlery and harness; travel goods, handbags and similar
containers
ex Chapter 43 Fur skins and manufactures thereof

ex Chapter 64 Footwear, gaiters and the like; parts of such articles.




