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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 1946/97
of 6 October 1997

amending Regulation (EC) No 659/97 laying down detailed rules for the
application of Council Regulation (EC) No 2200/96 as regards intervention

arrangements in the fruit and vegetables sector

down to permit the smooth application of the provisions
on free distribution during the 1997/98 marketing year;

Whereas Commission Regulation (EEC) No 1805/78 (4),
as last amended by Regulation (EEC) No 1200/93 O, and
the provisions of which have become obsolete , should be
repealed ;

Whereas the Management Committee for Fresh Fruit and
Vegetables has not delivered an opinion within the time
limit set by its chairman,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EC) No 2200/96 of
28 October 1996 on the common organization of the
market in fruit and vegetables ('), and in particular
Articles 30 (7) and 57 thereof,

Whereas Commission Regulation (EC) No 659/97 (2) lays
down that the packaging and wrapping standards do not
apply to products withdrawn from the market;

Whereas Article 2 of Commission Regulation (EEC) No
3587/86 of 20 November 1986, fixing the conversion
factors to be applied to the buying-in prices for fruit and
vegetables (*), repealed by Regulation (EC) No 659/97, laid
down that an amount equal to the increase in the
buying-in price resulting from the application of the
different conversion factors to that price should be added
to that price and therefore to the withdrawal price for
products put up in new packaging of a non-returnable
type where such products were intended for free distribu­
tion in order to facilitate the use of such products for that
purpose ;

Whereas Article 30 of Regulation (EC) No 2200/96 lays
down that products withdrawn from the market pursuant
to Article 23 ( 1 ) which remain unsold may be used for
free distribution operations;

Whereas Articles 1 1 et seq. of Regulation (EC) No 659/97
lay down that producer organizations may make products
withdrawn from the market during a given marketing year
available to charitable organizations approved by the
Member States for free distribution; whereas products
withdrawn in bulk must be wrapped before being made
available; whereas, therefore , a flat-rate amount should be
made available to producer organizations as a contribution
to the cost of wrapping products withdrawn from the
market in order to permit such products to be used for
free distribution operations; whereas in the absence of
such an amount, producer organizations might not make
such products available for free distribution ;

Whereas Article 57 of Regulation (EC) No 2200/96 lays
down measures to facilitate the changeover from the
previous arrangements to those laid down by that Regula­
tion ; whereas transitional measures, similar to those laid
down by Regulation (EEC) No 3587/86, must be laid

Article 1

Regulation (EC) No 659/97 is hereby amended as follows :

1 . the following Article 15a is inserted :
'Article 15a

For the 1997/98 marketing year :

1 . a flat-rate amount of ECU 7/ 100 kg shall be
granted to producer organizations for products,
other than apples and citrus fruit, withdrawn from
the market for free distribution in accordance with
Articles 11 , 12 and 14 in packages of less than 25
kg;

2 . payment of the said amount shall be subject to
presentation of supporting documents, certifying, in
particular:

— the names of the beneficiary bodies,
— the quantity of the products concerned,
— the cost of wrapping,
— acceptance by the charitable organization
concerned;

3 . before the 10th day of each month , the Member
States shall notify the Commission , by electronic
mail , of the quantity of products distributed free
during the previous month but one for which the
amount referred to in paragraph 1 has been
granted .';

2 . '(EEC) No 1805/78 ,' is added to Article 23 ;

3 . the section 'Apples' of Annex III is replaced by the
following:
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Apples 1 July to 30 JuneOf the Reine des Reinettes, Cox Orange and Verde
Doncella varieties , quality class I , size 65 mm or
more

Of the Delicious Pilafa, Golden Delicious , Jonagold,
Jonagored, Elstar, Gloster, Boskoop, Idared, Golden
Supreme, James Grieve, Red Chief, Top Red, Red
Delicious , Reinette grise du Canada, Starking Deli­
cious , Granny Smith , Belleza de Roma, Summered,
Royal Gala and Orzak Gold varieties , quality class I ,
size 70 mm or more

4. in Annex IV, 'Size in the fourth row of the first column is deleted .

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on the third day following its publication in the
Official Journal of the European Communities.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member
States .

Done at Brussels , 6 October 1997 .

For the Commission

Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission


