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COUNCIL REGULATION (EC) No 2536/97
of 16 December 1997

amending Regulation (EEC) No 338/91 determining the Community standard
quality of fresh or chilled sheep carcases and Regulation (EEC) No 2137/92
concerning the Community scale for the classification of carcases of ovine
animals and determining the Community standard quality of fresh or chilled

sheep carcases

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No 3013/89
of 25 September 1989 on the common organization of
the market in sheepmeat and goatmeat ('), and in par­
ticular Article 4 (2) thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission ,

Whereas Council Regulation (EEC) No 338/91 (2) applies
until the end of the 1997 marketing year, pending the
setting up of Community carcase classification standards;
whereas sufficient progress has not been made to permit
the replacement of the current Community standard
quality by the standards in question ; whereas the current
standard quality should therefore be retained;

Whereas, in view of the conclusions of the Commission
report on the implementation of Regulation (EEC)
No 2137/92 (3), the goal set itself by the Council of
making the use of the Community scale compulsory for
all Community slaughterhouses approved for intra­
Community trade , if possible during the 1999 marketing
year and in any event before 1 January 2000 , should not
for the moment be pursued; and the possibility should ,
however, be reserved of re-examining this goal on the
basis of a report that the Commission shall submit before
31 July 2002;

Whereas in order to facilitate price reporting, Member
States should be authorized to subdivide category C in

Annex III of Regulation (EEC) No 2137/92 into two
subcategories,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

The second subparagraph of Article 2 of Regulation (EEC)
No 338/91 shall be deleted.

Article 2

Regulation (EEC) No 2137/92 is hereby amended as
follows:

1 . the following subparagraph shall be added to Article 3
(3):
'Member States making use of the classification system
provided for in Annex III shall be authorized to sub­
divide category C into two subcategories';

2 . Article 9 shall be replaced by the following:
Article 9

The Commission shall submit a report to the Council ,
by 31 July 2002 at the latest, on the operation of these
arrangements, together with , where necessary, appro­
priate proposals, in particular with regard to the classi­
fication scale for carcases, with the aim of making the
application , if possible , compulsory.'

Article 3

This Regulation shall enter into force on the seventh day
following that of its publication in the Official Journal of
the European Communities.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member
States .

Done at Brussels , 16 December 1997 .

For the Council

The President

F. BODEN
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