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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 615/97
of 8 April 1997

authorizing on a temporary basis the conclusion of direct contracts between

producers who are members of producer organizations and processing

undertakings in the fruit and vegetable sector under Council Regulation (EC) No
2200/96

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EC) No 2200/96 of
28 October 1996 on the common organization of the
market in fruit and vegetables (') and in particular Article
11 (1) thereof,

Whereas the fourth indent of Article 11 (1) (c) (3) of Regu-
lation (EC) No 2200/96 provides that where the producer
organization so authorizes, and in compliance with the
terms and conditions it lays down, members may be
authorized, in accordance with the procedure laid down
in Article 46 of that Regulation, to conclude, by way of
derogation, degressively and for a transitional period,
direct contracts with processing undertakings for certain
products;

Whereas certain producers who are members of producer
organizations concluded delivery contracts for certain
products directly with processing enterprises before the
application of Regulation (EC) No 2200/96; whereas those
producers should therefore be authorized to continue that
practice in compliance with the terms and conditions laid
down by their producer organization up to certain per-
centages of their marketable produce;

Whereas this derogation should be applied degressively
following a timetable to be established at the outset;

Whereas producer organizations may decide not to make
use of this authorization in respect of any marketing year;

Whereas, in order to ensure correct administration of the
producer organizations using this authorization, Member
States should regularly inform the Commission of the
situation of the organizations concerned;

Whereas the measures provided for in this Regulation are
in accordance with the opinion of the Management
Committee for Fresh Fruit and Vegetables,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

1. Producer organizations may, under terms and condi-
tions laid down by those organizations, authorize any of
their members who concluded contracts for certain
products directly with processing enterprises before the
application of Regulation (EC) No 2200/96 to conclude
such contracts for the 1997/98, 1998/99 and 1999/2000
marketing years.

2. The authorization referred to in paragraph 1 may be
granted to each of the members concerned only up to the
following percentages of their marketable production of
each of the products concerned:

delivery for the 1997/98 marketing year: 100 %,
delivery for the 1998/99 marketing year: 60 %,
delivery for the 1999/2000 marketing year: 30 %.

3. Contracts shall expire not later than the end of the
1999/2000 marketing year.
Article 2

By 30 September of each year, Member States shall send
the Commission a report in accordance with the model
given in the Annex.

Article 3

This Regulation shall enter into force on the seventh day
following its publication in the Official Journal of the
European Communities.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member

States.

Done at Brussels, 8 April 1997.

() OJ No L 297, 21. 11. 1996, p. 1.

For the Commission
Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission
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