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C A P. CXXXIX.

An A& for preventing the forging and counter-
feiting of Foreign Bills of Exchange, and of Fo-
eign Promiffory Notes and Orders for the Pay-

ment of Money ; and for preventing the couater~

feiting of Foreign Copper Money.
[11th Auguft 1803.]

HEREAS the Pra@lice of forging and counterfeiting Foreign
Bills of Exchange, Foreign Promiffory Notes, and Foreign

Orders for Payment of Money, hath of late greatly increafed,
and Plates of fuch Bills, Notes, and Orders, have been in fome Inftances

engraven within the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,.
16 P . whereby




1438 . 43GEORGI IIL' Cap. 139

whereby fuch Forgeries have Been more eafily committed ; 'and It is éxb
pedient that effetual Provifioh fhould be made for the preventing of the
fame : May it therefore pleafe Your Majelty that it may be cna&edg, and be
it enated by the King’s mioft Excellent Majefty, by and with the Advice
‘and Confent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this
Perfons forg- prefent Parliament aflembled, and by the Authority of the fame, That if any
g ‘Billsor Perfon from and after the paffing of this A fhall, within any Part of
Exchange, etc. the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Irejand, falfely make, forge,.
or tenderiog yor gounterfeit, or caufe’ of proture to be fallely made, forged, or coun-
Payment,  terfeited, or kmowingly aid or aflift in the falle making, forging, or coun-
ulty of Fe- - terfeiting, any Rill of Exchange, or any Promiffory Note, Undertaking,
blermbe -or Order for the Payment of Money, purporting to be the Bill of Ex-
tranfpoted.  change, Promiffory Note, Undertaking, of Order for the Payment of
Money, of any Foreign Prince, State, or Country whatfoever, or of any
Minifter or Officer entrufted by or employed in the Service of any Fo-
reign Prince, State, or Country, or of any Perfon, or Company of Per-
fons refident in any Foreign Stite or Country, or of any Body Corporate
and Politick, and Body in the Nature of a Body Corporate and Politick,
created or fonftituted by any Foreign Prince or State, with Intent to
deceive or defraud His Majefty, His Heirs and Succeffors, or any fuch
Foreign Prince, State, or Country, or with Intent to deceive or defraud
any Perfon or Company of Perfons whomfoever, or any Body Corporate
and Politick, ér Body in the Nature of a Body Corporate and Politick
whatfoever, whether the fame be' refpettively refident, carrying on Bufi-
nefs, conftitiited or being in any Part of the United Kingdom, or in any
Foreign State dr Country; and whether fuch Bill of Exchange, Pro-
miffory Note, ot Order be in the Englifb Language, or in any Foreign
Language or Languages, or partly in One and partly in the other; or if
-any Perfon from and after the paffing of this A& fhall, within any Part
of the faid United Kingdom, tender in Payment or in Exchange, or
otherwife utter or publifh as true, any fuch falle, forged, or counterfeited
Biil of Exchange, Promiffory Note, Undertaking, or Order, knowing
the fame to be falfe, forged, or eounterfeited, with Intent to deceive or
defraud His Majefty, Hi¢ Heirs and Succeflors, or any Foreign Prince,
State, or Country, or any Perfon or Company of Perfons, or any Body
“Corporate and Politick, or Body in the Nature of a Body Politick ‘and
€drporate as aforefaid, then every Perfon fo offending fhall be deemed
and taken to be guilty of Felony, and being thereof lawfully convi&ed,
Thall be tranfported for any Term of Years not exceeding Fourteen
Yearss '

Perfons en- IL. And be it further enafted, That no Perfon, from and after the
graving Mo paffing of this A&, fhall, within any Part of the United Kingdom of
Bills of Ex-  Great Britain and Ireland, engrave, cut, etch, {crape, or by any other Means
change, etc % oy Devife, make or knowingly aid or affift in the engraving, curtin
printing them, . . . S g g
without law- €étching, fcraping, or by any other Means or Devife, making in or upon
tul Authority, any Plate whatfoever, any Bill of Exchange, or any Promiffory Note or
to be deemed . P

guilty of a  Undertaking, or Order for the Payment of Money, purporting to be

“Mw'ﬁ";ur the Bill of Exchange, Promiffory Note, Undertaking, or Order of any
- : . . Foreign
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Foreign Prince, State, or Country, or of any Minifter.or Officer gge
trufted by or employed in the Service of any Foreign.Prince, State, of
Country, or of any Perfon, or Company of Perfons, refident or being. jn
any Foreign State or Country, or of any Body Corporate. and Politick,
or Body in the Nature of a Body Corporate and Politick; or conftituted
by any Foreign Prince or State, or any Part of any fuch Bill of Ex-
change, Promiffory Note, Undertaking, or Order, without an Authg-

rity in Writing for that Purpofe from fuch Foreign Prince, State, or |
Country, Minifter or Officer, Perfon, Company of Perfons, or Body -~
Corporate and Politick, or Body in the Nature of a Body Corporate and -

Politick, or from fome Perfon duly authorized to give{fuch Authority,
or fhall within any Part of the faid United Kingdom without fuch Au-
thority as aforefaid, by Means of any fuch Plate, or by-any ether Device
or Means make or print any fuch Foreign Bill of Exchange, Promiffory
Note, Undertaking, or Order for the Payment of Money, or any Part
thereof, or knowingly, wilfully, and without lawful Excule, (the Proof
whereof fhall ‘lie upon the Party accufed), have in his or her Cuftody
any fuch Plate or Device, or any Imprefiion taken from the fame ; and if
any Perfon fhall offend in any of the Cales aforefaid, he fhall be deemed
and taken to be guilty of a Mifdemeanour and Breach of the Peace, and
being thereof convitted according to Law, fhall be liable for the Firft
Offence to be imprifoned for any Time not exceeding Six -Months,, or
to be fined or to be publickly or privately whipped, or to fuffer One or
more of the faid Punithments, and for the Second Offence to be tranf-
ported to any of His Majefty’s Colonies or Plantations far the Term of
Fourteen Years: Provided always, that nothing in this, A& contained
fhall extend or be conftrued to extend in any Manner whatfoever to
repeal or alter any Law or Statute now in force for the Prevention or
Punithment of the Crime of Forgeny in any Refpe&t whatfoever within
any Part of the faid United Kingdom.

: ‘.
III. And be it further ena&ed, That if any Perfon from and after.the
paffing of this A& fhall within any Part of the faid United Kingdem
make, coin, or counterfeit any Kind of Coin not the proper Com ,of
this Realm, nor ordered by the Royal Proclamation of His Majefty,
His Heirs or Succeflors, to be deemed and taken as current Money
of this Realm, or any Part thereof, but refembling, or made with Intgnt
to refemble any Copper Coin, or any other Coin made of any Metal or
mixed Metals of lels Value than the Silver Coin of fuch Foreign
Prince, State, or Country refpeflively, or to pafs as fuch Foreign Coin,
then every Perfon {5 offending fhall be deemed and taken to be guilty
of a Mifdemeanour and Breach of the Peace, and being thereof con-

victed according to Law, fhall for the Firft Offence be imprifoned for

any Time not exceeding One Year, and for the Second ()ﬁ‘enceﬁbe
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tranfported to any of His Majefty’s Colonies or Plantation$ for the Term -

of Seven Years.
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IV. And be it further enaGed, That no Perfon againft whom. any Bill pecfons

of Indi@tment fhall be found at any Aflizes or Seflions of the Peace for
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‘OW“‘(“’h any Offence againft this A& fhall be entitled to traverfe the fame to
famorto N fub. any fubfequent Affizes or Seffions, but the Court at which fuch Bill of
fequent A Inditment thall be found fhall forthwith procéed to try the Perfon or
fizes, Perfons againft whom the fame fhall be found, unlefs be or-they fhall
fl!}ew good Caufe, to be allowed by the Court, why his, her, ot their
rial fhould Le poltponed.
Certificates of 'V, And be it further enalted, That if any Perfon fhall be tonvitted
former Con- . of any Offence againft this A&, and fhall afterwards be guilty of the like
produced  Offence in any other County, City, Town, or Place, the Clerk of the
‘l!‘eﬁ;“,ff; :;2‘" Affize, Clerk of the Peace, or Town Clerk, for the County, Gity, Town,
tried for Se- o1 Place where fuch former Coaviction fhall have been had, fhall, at the
cond Offences: R equeft of the Profecutor, of. a%other on His Majelty’s Behalf, certify
the fame by a Tranfcript in few Words, containing the Effet and Tenor
of fuch Convition, for which Certificate Two Shillings and Sixpence and
ho more fhall be paid; and fuch Certificate being produced in Court,
and the Hand Writing of fuch Clerk of Affize, Clerk of the Peace, or
Town Clerk thereto being praved fhall be fufficient Evidence of fuch

former Convition.

Penilty on VI, And be it further enafted, That if any Perfon or Perfons fhall have
Perfons has- in his, her, or their Cuftody, without lawful Excule, any greater Number
Five Pieces of of Pieces than Five Pieces of falle or counterfeit Coin of any Kind or
i':icthpm;?‘:r' Kinds refembling or made with Intent to refemble any fuch Copper or
Coin in their  other Coin as aforefaid, every fuch Perfon, being thereof conviéted upon
Pollellion,  ¢the Qath of Ope or more credible Witnefs or Witnefles before QOne of
His Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace, fhall forfeit and lofe all fuch falfe and
counterfeit Coin, which fhall be cut in Pieces and deftroyed by Order of
fueh Juftice, and fhall for every fuch Offence forfeit and pay any Sum of
Money not exceeding Forty Shillings nor lefs than Ten Shillings for
every fuch Piece of falfe or counterfeit Coih which fhall be found in the
Cuftody of fuch Perfon; One Moiety ta the Informer or Informers, and
the other Moiety to the Poor of the Parith where fuch Offence thall be
commirted 3 and in cafe any fuch Penalty thall not be forthwith paid, it
fhall be lawful for any fuch Juftice to commit the Perfon who fhall have
been adjudged to paythe fame to the Common Gaol or Houfe of Cor-:
.retion, there to be kept to hard Labour for the Space of Three Calendar
Months, or until fuch Penalty fhall be paid. * : ‘

How'esof fu-  VII, And be it further enatted, That it fhall and may be lawful to artd
}{fﬁi‘,‘,f;‘{,; for any One Juftice of the Peace, on Complaint' made before him ' upon
searched, and the Qath of One credible Perfon, that there is juft Caufe to fufpect that
z‘:,‘f'x‘l‘f:‘f:j’ any One or more Perfon or Perfons is or ate, or hath or have been con-
ete cerned in making or counterfeiting any fuch falfe or counterfeited
Foreign Coin ‘as aforefaid, by Watrant under the Hand of fuch Jattice,

to caufe the Dwelling Houfe, Room, Workfhop, Outhoufe, or other

Building, Yard, Garden, or other Place belonging to fuch fufpefted

Perfon or Perfons, or where any fuch Perfon or Perfons fhall be fuf-

. pelted to carry on any fuch making or counterfeiting, to be fearched

. for
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for any fuch falfe or counterfeit Coin, or for Tools or Implements for
coining fuch falfe or counterfeit Coins, or for Materials for making
or coining the fame; and if any fuch falfe or counterfeit Coin, or any
fuch Tools or Implements, or any fuch Materials for making any fuch
falfe or counterfeit Coin, fhall be found in any Place fo fearched ; or if
any fuch Tools, Implements, or Materials {hall be found in the Cuftody
or Pofleflion of any Perfon or Perfons whomfoever, not having the fame
by fome lawful Authority, it fhall and may be lawful to and for any
Perfon or Perfons whatloever difcovering the fame to feize and he
and they are hereby authorized and required to feize fuch falfe or
counterfeit Coin, Tools, Implements, and Materials, and to carry
the fame forthwith to a Juftice of the Peace of the County, City,
Town, or Place where the fame fhall be feized, who fhall caufe the fame
to be fecured, and produced in Evidence againft any Perfon or Perfons
who fhall or may be profecuted for any of the Offences aforefaid, in fome
Court of Juftice proper for the Determination thereof ; and after fuch
Time as any fuch falfe or counterfeit Coin, or any fuch Tools, Imple-
ments, or Materials fhall have been produced in Evidence as aforefaid,
as well fo much and fuch Parts thereof as fhall have been.fo produced,
as every other Part thereof fo feized and not made Ule of in Evidence,
thall forthwith by Order of the Court where fuch Offender or Offenders
{hall be tried, or by Order of fome Juftice of the Peace in cafe there fhall

be no fuch Trial, be defaced or deftroyed, or otherwife difpofed of as’

fuch Court or fuch Juftice fhall diredt.

VIIL. And be it further ena&ed, That no Proceedings to be had touch-
ing the Convi&tion of any Offender againft this A& before any Juftice of
the Peace fhall be quafhed for Want of Form, or be removed by Writ
of Certiorari, or any other Writ or Procefs whatfoever, into any of His
Majefty’s Courts of Record at Weftminfter or Dublin.

IX. And be it further enatted, That if any A&ion or Suit fhall be
brought or commenced againft any Perfon or Perfons for any Thing
done in purfuance of this A&, then and in every fuch Cafe the faid Ac-
tion or Suit fhall commence within Three Calendar Months after the Fa&t
committed, and not afterwards, and fhall be brought in the County,
City, Town, or Place, where the Caufe of AQion fhall arife, and
not elfewhere, and the Defendant or Defendants in fuch A&ion or Suit
{o to be brought may plead the General Iffue, and give this A& and
the Special Matter in Evidence at any Trial to be had thereupon,
and that the fame was done in purfuance and by the Authority of this
A&; and if it fhall appear to be fo done, or if any fuch Adtion
or Suit fhall be brought after the Time before limited for bringing the
fame, or fhall be bronght in any other County, City, Town, or Place,
then and in every fuch Cafe, the Jury fhall find for the Defendant or
Defendants ; and if upon the Trial a Verdi& fhall pafs for the Defend-
ant or Defendants, or if the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs fhall become nonfuit,
or difcontinue his, her, or their Action, or if upon Demurrer Judgement
fhall be given againft the Plaintiff or Plaiatiffs, the Defendant or De-

' 16 Q fendants
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Treble Cofte. fendants fhall and may recover Treble Cofts, and have the like Remed
for the fame as any Defendant or Defendants hath or have for Cofts of
Suit in other Cafes by Law,
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