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An A& for the Abolition of Gaol and other Fees,

connected with the Gaols in England.
[rath May 1815.]

HEREAS it is expedient, for the better Government of Gaols
and Bridewells in England, that all Fees and Gratuities payrable at the fame, for the Entrance, Commitment, or Difchargeof any Prifoner, fhould be abolifhed; be it therefore enaéted by the

King’s moft Excellent Majefty, by and with the Advice and Confent of
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this prefent Parlia- All Fees orment aflembled, and by the Authority of the fame, That, from and after Gratuities
the Firft Day of Odober next, all Fees and Gratuities paid or payable by P.ayable at

Gaols azitlany Prifoner, on the Entrance, Commitment, or Difcharge, to or from BridewellsPnifon, fhall abfolutely ceafe, and the fame are hereby abolifhed and thal! be
determined. a

If. And whereas in fome Places fuch Fees and Gratuities as aforefaid Quarter Sef-are payable to the Gaoler or his Servants, and are to him or them as q fions to make
Allowances
to Gaolers,

Salary ;. be it enacted, That it may be lawful for the Juftices of the Peace

bolithed.

for any County, City, or Town, afflembled in General or Quarter Seffions, g,.to make fuch Allowances to the aforefaid Gaoler or Servants, as may to
them feem fit, in the Way of Salary or Compenfation, for the Fees or
Gratuities, payable by Priloners, now abolifhed by this A@.

Ill. And be it enaéted, That the faid Juftices of the Peace for any Allowances
County, City, or Town, may direct the faid Allowances to be paid out er paid

out4

of the ounty
Rates, &c,

of any County Rate, City Rate, or Town Rate, now by Law authorizedto be made and levied.
,

5L IV. And
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Every Pris

— +. IV, And whereas it is cuftomary for Clerks of the Affize, Clerks. of the

foner charged Peace, Clerks of the-Court.or their Deputies, or other Officers. in the

we Mifde
Y Courts.of Affize or Seffion, to demand and take from Perfons indicted,

meanor and divers Sums in theWay. of Fees; be it enacted, That every Prifoner who
acquitted, to. now.:is or hereafter fhall.be charged with or indicted for any Felony, or

be difchasged
as an Acceffary thereto, or with or for any Mifdemeanor, before any Court

vent of any, holding Criminal Jurifdiétion within that Part of the United Kingdom of
Fee, &«. -, Great Britain and-Ireland called England, againft whom no Bill of In-

di€ment hall be found by the Grand Jury, or who, on his, her, or their

Trial, thall be acquitted, or who fhall be difcharged by Proclamation for
want of Profecution, fhall be immediately fet at large, without Payment
of any Fee.or Sum of Money, for or in refpe& of his, her, or their Dif.
«charge, to any Perfon or Perfons whomfoever ; except only in fuch Cafes
wherein the Prifoner fhall have been charged, and fhall then ftand charged
with any Procefs authorizing the Detention of fuch Prifoner: Provided

+. +) always, that if it fhall happen that any Prifoner who fhall fo ftand charged
with any Procefs. authorizinghis Detention as aforelaid, fhall have been

“ “ difcharged in fuppofed Obedience to this Act, by reafon that the Sheriff or
,other Officer entitled to have detained him was at the Time of fuch his Dif.
,charge ignorant that there was any fuch Charge againft him, it fhall in

fuch Cafe be lawful for fuch Sheriff or other Officer, on, receiving Infor.
mation of fuch Charge, prefently to retake the Prifoner fo difcharged as

aforefaid, and thereupon forthwith to detain him in Cuftody upon fuch

Charge, in fuch Manner as..the faid Sheriff or other Officer might have
.done if fuch Prifoner had not been fet at large; and that upon his being
fo retaken the faid Prifoner fhall be deemed for the Purpofe of that Suit
to have been in Cuftody continually from the Time when he fo firft ftood

gharged as aforefaid.

All Fees. Vs And be it enaéted by the Authority aforefaid, That all fuch

vufually paid
‘Fees as have been ufually paid or payable to the feveral Clerks of Aflize

to Clerks ‘and Clerks of the Peace, Clerks of the Court, or their Deputies, in that

Affize, ke, »Part of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland called England,
tobe abo- in any of the Cafes aforefaid, fhall abfolutely ceafe, and the fame are

lithed. hereby abolifhed and determined; and from and after the pafling of this

Aa, no Clerk of Affize, Clerk of the Peace, Clerk of the Court, or ~

--their Deputies, fhall afk, demand, take, or receive any Sum or Sums of
~ Money, from any of the faid Prifoners as Fees, for or in refpect of his,
her, or their Difcharge. a

County Trea VI. And be-it enaéted by the Authority aforefaid, That in lieu and

Te to pay Satisfaion of fuch lawful Fees fo abolifhed as aforefaid, the Treafurers

feePlanenot OF other proper Officers of the feveral Counties in England, or of fuch

“ufually af- Diftrias, Hundreds, Ridings, or Divifions of a County as are not ufually
feffedto the affeffed to the County at large, and of fuch Cities, Towns Corporate,

pouty at Cinque Ports, Liberties, Franchifes, and Places, as do not pay to the
Be Rates of the feveral Counties in which they are refpectively fituated, fhall,

on receiving a Certificate figned by One or more Judge or Juftice of the
Peace, before whom fuch Prifoner fhall have been difcharged as aforefaid,

- (which Certificate the Judge or Juftice is hereby required to give), pay
out of the Rates of fuch County, or of fuch Diftric&t, Hundred, ‘Riding,
or Divifion, or out of the Public Stock of fuch City, Town Corporate,
Cinque Port, Liberty, Franchife, or Place, fuch lawful Sum as has

3 ‘been
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been ufually paid: upon that’ Occafion, for every Prifoner ‘difcharged

AYE
as aforefaid, to fuch Clerk of Affize, Clerk of the Peace, or Clerk of the

—

Court, or their refpective Deputies; which feveral Sums. fo paid in
purfuance of this A& thall be refpectively allowed to the faid Treafurer
and Officers, by the Juftices before whom their Accounts fhall be paffed.

VII. And ‘be it enaéted, That each and every Clerk of the Peace,
or his or their Deputy or Deputies, and all and every: Officer who thall
claim any Fees or Indemnification for the fame, by virtue of any of the
Provifions herein-before contained, for and in refpect of any fuch Prifon-
ers, fhall deliver at each and every Seflion of the Peace, or at fome
Adjournment thereof, an Account of all Fees fo due to him, or for which
he hall claim’any Indemnification; which Account fhall be verified: uponOath in Court, before the Chairman of fuch Seffions.

VII. And be it further enaéted, That the Clerks of Affize fhall, at each
and every Affize to be holden, deliver in to the Judge of the Affize
who fhall fit for the Trial of fuch Prifoners, an Account of fuch Fees as
fhall-be due to him, for and in refpeét of fuch Prifoners ; which Account
fhall be verified upon Oath before fuch Judge to whom fuch Account thall
be delivered.

—

TX. And be it enacted, That from and after the pafling of this A&,
any Clerk of Affize, Clerk of the Peace, Clerk of the Court, or their
‘Deputies or other Officers, exacting fuch Fees, fhall be rendered inca-
pable of holding his or their Offices, and be guilty of a Mifdemeanor.

X. And whereas it has been cuftomary in fome Places for the Sheriff
or Under Sheriff to demand, for the Liberate granted to any Debtor on
his Difcharge, a Fee or Gratuity; be it ena€ted; That fuch Liberate fhall
be granted to fuch Debtor free of all Expences ; and that it fhall be in the
‘Power of the Juftices of the Peace for each County, City, or Town, affembled

Quarter Seffion, fubject however to the Approbation of the Judges of
_ Affize, to make fuch Compenfation to the Sheriff or Under Sheriff, out
.of the County, City, or own Rate, as fhall to them feem fit.

XI. And whereas there are feveral Cities, Towns Corporate and Places
. within this Kingdom, which do not contribute to the Payment of any
County Rate, and have no Town Rate or Public Stock; and Doubts may
arife whether fuch Cities, Towns Corporate and Places can be legally
rated and afleffed towards the Payment of the Salaries, Allowances, and
Compenfations, in lieu of fuch Fees and Gratuities; be it enacted, That
“in all fuch Cafes the Salaries, Allowances, and Compenfations, in lieu’
of Fees and Gratuities herein-before dire€ted to be made, fhall be raifed,
‘levied, collected, and paid, within fuch Cities, Towns Corporate and
Places, by a feparate Rate and Affeflment to be made by the Church-
wardens and Overfeers of the Poor of the feveral Parifhes and Precinéts

_ within fuch Cities, Towns Corporate and Places, and by fuch and the like
- Ways, Methods, and Means, as the Rates for the Relief of the Poor are,

~ can, or may be raifed, levied, and colleGed, in fuch Cities, Towns Cor-
porate and Places.

_, XI And whereas it may happen that the Sums of Money to be raifed in
; :the faid Cities, Towns Corporate and Places, or fome or one of them, to

anfwer

Indemnifica-
tion for Fees
to Clerks of
the Peace.

Clerks of
Affize to de-
liver an Ac-
count of Fees.

Punifhmentof
Officers for
exacting Fees
in future.

Liberates to
Debtors to be

ated free
Ef Expence,
and Compene
fation made
to Sheriffs
for the fame.

How Allows
ances fhall be
raifed for
Places whigh
do not con-
tribute to
County Rates.

Allowancesin
certain Places
to be paid out



AY2 ss° GEORGI II. Cap. 50.
of

the Poors amfwer and pay fuch Salaries, Allowances, and Compenfations herein-before
ates. direéted to be made, in lieu of Fees and Gratuities by this A& abolifhed,

inay be fo {mall, that it may not be convenient to make an equal feparate
Rate and Affeflment for the fame, upon the faid Parifhes and Precin&s
within fach Cities, Towns Corporate and Places; be it enacted, That
in fuch laft:mentioned Cafe, and when and as often as the fame shall

happen, the Salaries, Allowances, and Compenfations fhall and may,
by Order of the faid Judge or Judges, or Juitices in. Seffions affembled
as aforefaid, be paid out of the Monies from Time to Time raifed for the
Relief of the Poor in the faid feveral Cities, Towns Corporate, and

Places; and the Treafurers or Perfons from Time to Time having the

Management of the faid Monies raifed for the Relief of the Poor in the
fame Cities, Towns Corporate, and Places, refpectively, are hereby
authorized and required to pay the faid Sums of Money fo ordered to be

paidby the faid Judge or Judges, or Jultices, of the faid laft-mentioned

Monies, whe and as often as the fame fhall be fo ordered: Provided

always, ‘that the Order for fuch Allowances as may be made by the
Juttices of the Peace aflembled in General or Quarter Seffions, be approved
by the Judge or Judges of Affize on the Firlt Circuit enfuing after fuch
Warrant fhall have been made out by the Juftices of Peace affembled in
General or Quarter Seffion for any County, City, or Town, and that fuch
Order fhall not be deemed or taken as a legal Order without fuch
‘Warrant from the Judge or Judges of Affize: Provided always, that fhould
there be more Parifhes than One in the fame Diftriét, the Payments are to
be rnade and levied in fuch Rates and Proportions as the refpective Parithes

pay to the Poor Rate.

‘Punifhment
|

XIII. And be it enatted, That any Gaoler, who fhall, from and after the
of

Coolers
for Firft Day of Oober next, exa& from any Prifoner any Fee or Gratuity for

Fee or Gra or on account of the Entrance, Commitment, or Difcharge of fuch Pri-
‘tuity from foner, or who fhall detain any Prifoner in Cuftody for Non-payment of
Prifoners. any Fee or Gratuity, fhall be rendered incapable of holding his Office, be

guilty of a Mifdemeanor, and be punifhed by Fine and Imprifonment.

Nottoextend XIV. Provided always, and be it enaéted, That nothing in this A&
tocertain Contained fhall be conftrued to extend to the King’s Bench Prifon, His Ma-

Gaols. jefty’s Prifon of the Fleet, the Mar/haifea and Palace Courts.

A& may be _

| XV. Provided always, and be it ena€ted, That this A& may be altered,

altered
this amended, or repealed, within this prefent Seflion of Parliament.

!
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