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C A P. LXXXVIIL

An A& to regulate Proceedings of Grand Juries in
Ireland, upon Bills of Inditment.

[26th Fune 1816.]

HEREAS a Praitice hath prevailed, in many of the Grand

Juries in Ireland, to find Bills of Indi¢tment without examining

Witnefles for the Crown ; and itis expedient that this Practice
fhould for the future be difcontinued ; be it therefore declared and enatted
by the King’s moft Excellent Majefty, by and with the Advice and Confent
of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this prefent Beforere-
Parliament affembled, and by the Authority of the fame, That from and ;‘f“{‘r‘:&%&%‘u‘
after the pafling of this A& no Bill of Indiétment fhall be returned a true mene, Grand
Bill, by any Grand Jury in Ireland, unlefs the fame hath been found by Juries to
the Jurors upon the Evidence of one or more Witnefles for the Crown, receive Evi-
fworn in Court and produced before them, with fuch other lawful Evidence 3¢°¢° of

. . Witnefles for
as the Nature of the Cafe may require or admit of. thel 820:,,,0

II. Provided always, and be it ena&ted, That nothing in the prefent A& Depofitions
contained fhall be conftrued to prevent fuch Court, at its Difcretion, from made t"]ﬂ“‘:h
direing the Informations or Depofitions, which fuch Witnefs or Witneffes ]‘;Z e
for the Crown may have previoufly {worn before a Magiftrate, to be laid giftrates may
before the Grand Jury; and if upon the Examination of fuch Witnefs or belaid before
Witneffes before the Grand Jury, it {hall appear to the faid Grand Jury the Court,
that any of the faid Witneffes fhall have fworn falfely and corruptly, it

fhall and may be lawful for the faid Grand Jury, and they are hereby
9P required
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required to report the fame to the Court; and in cafe the Court fhall
thereupon think fit to order a Bill of IndiGtment for wilful and corrupt
Perjury to be preferred againft fuch Perfon, it thall be competent for any
of the faid Grand Jurors to give Evidence upon the Finding and Trial of
fuch Indi&ment, notwithftanding the Oath which he fhall have previoufly
taken as a Grand Juror, any Thing in this or in any other Law or Statute
to the contrary notwithftanding ; it being hereby exprefsly declared and
enalted, that nothing herein contained fhall be conftrued to have the Effeét
of rendering fuch Informations or Depofitions Evidence in Support of a
Bill before the Grand Jury, except as hercin-after provided.

III. And whereas by an A& paffed in the Fiftieth Year of the Reign of
His prefent Majefty, 1t was amongft other Things enacted, that if any
Perfon who hath given or fhall give any Information or Examination upon
Oathy againft any Perfon or Perfons, for any Offence againit the Laws, hath
Been or fhall, bei}c;re the Trial or Trials of the Perfon or Perfons refpetively
againft whom fuch Information or Examination hath been or fhall be given,
be murdered or violently put to death, or fo maimed or forcibly carried -
away and fecreted, as not to be able to give Evidence on the Trial of the

+Perfon or Perfons againft whom fuch Information or Examination was
given, the Information or Examination of fuch Perfon, fo taken on Oath,
thall be admitted in all Courts of Juftice in Ireland, as Evidence en the
Trial or Trials of the Perfon or Perfons refpettively againft whom fuch
Information or Examination was given; be it further enated, That fo long
as the faid recited Ena&tment fhall be in force, the Informations or
Examinations therein mentioned fhall be Evidence to the Grand Jury upon
the Bill preferred againit the Perfon or Perfons againft whom fuch Infor-
mation or Examination was given : Provided always, that the Information
or Examination of a Witnefs fecreted fhall not be Evidence to the Grand
Jury, unlefs it fhall firft be proved to the Grand Jury by Witnefles {worn,
or other lawful Evidence, that the Perfon fo fecreted has been fecreted by
the Perfon or Perfons againft whom the Bill is preferred, or by fome Perfon
or Perfons a&ting for him or her, orin his or her Favour.
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