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Cap. xXVi.

An Act for more effectually draining certain Fen
Lands and Wet Grounds called the Great West
Fen, in the Parish of Hilgay in the County of
Norfolk. [30th Mayrch 1831.]

HEREAS an Act was passed in the Fourth Year of the

Reign of His late Majesty King George the Third, intituled

An Act for draining certain Fen Lands and Wet Grounds 4G.3. ¢.21;
in the Parish of Hilgay in the County of Norfolk: And whereas the (Pr.)
Commissioners appointed by virtue of the said Act have proceeded
in the Execution thereof, and have made great Progress in carrying
into eflect the Powers and Authorities thereby vested in them; but

the Money, Rates, and Taxes authorized to be raised by the said

Act have been found to be inadequate for the Purposes of the said

Act, and Expences have been incurred by the said Commissioners

which they are unable to satisfy; and it is expedient that they should

be authorized to raise Money to defray such Expences, and that more
extensive Powers should be given for completely effectuating the

Objects of the said Act; be it therefore enacted by the King’s most

Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in .this present Parliament
assembled, and by the Authority of the same, That the said recited Recited Act
~Act, and all and every the Clauses, Powers, Provisions, Penalties, repealed,
Forfeitures, Matters, and Things therein contained, shall be and the f;“:agzs fet
same is hereby repealed ; and in lieu and instead of the said recited feqt nstend

| Local. } 4 K ' Act thereof.
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Act passed in the Fourth Year of -t’h'e_ Reign of Hls%.te Majesty ng

George the Third thi§' Act shall be pit in execation for the better

it t Grounds‘in€he Parish of Hilgay
£ Néwlk, commonly called v known by the Name

of the Great. Wesk#en, .and containing by Estimation Six - hundred

Acres, or tthea%outs L T .

AL R
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II. And be it further enacted,That the Lord of the Manor of
Woodhall and Hilgay for the Time being (being of the Age of
Twenty-one Years), and the Rector of Hilgay for the Time being,
and every Person who for the Time being shall be bond fide seised
or possessed, in his own Right or in Right of his Wife, or as Trustee,
Committee, or Guardian for: ajfly{Fenje Covert, Lunatic, Minor, or
other incapacitated Person, of Ten Acres of the Lands and Grounds

by the said recited Act directed to be drained, shall be a Commis-

for-thdyDrainage -and. Preservation of the -said.Lands and
s sn@ppisUance of* tﬁlsAct,gﬁgeﬁde dfthat when”there sha#

be-1iroYe it Ofe Trustee, Committée; or GuardiahFor any’ Fem?d
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Covert, ‘Lunatic, Minor, or other inacpacitated Person, only One
Trustee shall act at any One Time as a Commissioner in nght of
such . Feme .Covert,. Lunatic, Minor, or . other .incapacitated Person
espectively, - e R et

I11. And be it further enacted, That every Person who shall be
bond fide seised or possessgd,.as aforesadd of Twenty Acres of the
said Lands or Grounds may"dppoint: Wid every such Person is hereby

autherized. to appoint, -by :Writing undep his or her Hand, a 1)

-H

Cotgppisifontr of Drifbuge for Sxiarf thiAdf duing Béiblen
stire'of thier Petsant 3o lappointingt i the Perdanf £o- appointing, dhall
continue so’ seisedh or possessed as aforesaut ; but such Deputy Gom.-

Y a

missioner shall 3¢t only in thé Absence of the Person by whiom' such

L

Appoittiment shall Have been made. o

“iTVO Provided 'attvays, dhd be it foiftheéretdcted, That nq Pérsph
appYintedas dforesiid shall b capablé’ of acting as a Deputy, Gqﬁ
ntissioner” of Drainhge 'in’ the ‘Exe¢utibh of this Act ‘antil he shall

ave délivered in his A'ppointudett,” br Notice’ or Celtificate of »such
Appoitttment i Wiitig* under thé' Hand- of: the Person appointing
Rim{at” some MBeéting~ of the “daid ‘Comifiisdionérs’; “and: that ‘every
sith Wppointméiit of Notice' ot Cettifikate shall'be Sl among «thie
Préteellints of “the Méeting at Which thé same shall b¥ delivered in;
antPa®Midtite” thiétdof Shall be eiitered by ¢le’ CleYk! dttending stich
Mkttt T the' Bobk of the said Commissioners of Drainage-containing

th%*Eﬁt"‘ofsuéhProc‘ﬁ dited: <00 L0 . o o e
SRISTSCEN 1748 BES TEEERNRN S LA EAD AW S HE0 TS 1 B T N AP CIERALER LA I 1T A S R T N
“V.HAR be it furthierehdctéd, Thit o Person’ shll‘be capable of
dctin’ ag'a Commissiblerdd his‘own Richt in'the Execlition of this
Alct, ~except’ in - adildistering the' Oath ‘or ‘Afrmatiol |herein-aftet
ditécted, untit :hejéli*alfl‘hévﬁ taken the Oath or ‘Affirmation following ¢
Y N O PO DOLE U AR AR IS CREES § I Y e e P NS TR RS T
‘i B do swear, {ory being ane-of the People cqlled Quakers, do
¢ 7+ golemulyr affirm, ] That I will faithfully, impartially, and honestly,
¢ ageording to the best of my Skill and Ability, execute and perform
¢ the several Trusts, Powers, and Authorities vested and repesed in
| 11 | ¢ me
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“me as a Commissioner by virtue of an Act passed: in the First Year
-of the Reign' of King .Willizam: the Fourth, intituled An Act for,
- &ec. [here insert the Tille of this Act] according to Eqtlity and good
. Conscience, “and without Favour or: Affection, Prejudice or Par-
‘tiality, to-any Person or Persons whomsoever: And I do further
swear, “[or, being one of the People called Quakers, do solemnly

L AT o R o
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affirm, | that I am.duly qualified to act as a Commissioner in the
Execution of -the :said Act according' to the Provisions of -the
same, . . ' - So help me GOD.”
[ Or, being one of the People called Quakers, -omit the Words © So help
o S me God.’] S

VI. And be it further enacted, That no Person to be appointed a
Deputy Commissioner by virtue of this Act shall act as a Commis-
sioner in the Execution thereof until he shall have taken the Oath or
Affirmation following :

* T 4. B. do swear, [or, being one of the People called Quikers, do
* = solemnly aflirm,] That I will faithfully, impartially, and honestly,
‘ according to the best of my Skill and Ability, execute and perform
‘ the several Trusts, Powers, and Authorities vested and reposed in
‘ me as a Deputy Commissioner by virtue of an Act passed in the
¢ First Year of the Reign of King William the Fourth, intituled An
¢ dcet for, &c. [here insert the Title of this Act], according to Equity
¢ and good Conscience, and without Favour or Affection, Prejudice
‘ or Partiality, to any Person or Persons whomsoever: And I do
¢ further swear, that I do believe that -~ [naming the Person
“ appointing him] 1s duly qualified to appoint me to act as a Deputy
¢ Commissioner in the Execution of the said Act according to the
¢ Provisions of the same. - So help me GOD.’
[Or, being one of the People called Quakers, omit the Words, ¢ So help
' o me (God.’ ] R -

~ VIL And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for any
One of the Commissioners appointed or to be appointed by virtue of
this Act to administer any of the Qaths or Affirmations herein-before
directed to be taken; and that a Note or Minute of every such Qath
or Affirmation shall be made by the Clerk of the said Commissioners
of Drainage, and shall be entered among the Proceedings. of the
Meetinig ‘where the same shall respectively have been:made; but no
Person "holding -any Place of Profit under the- said Commissioners
shall act or be qualified to act as a Commissioner or Deputy Commis-
sioner of Drainage, or to appoint a Deputy or Deputies under this
Act: Provided always, that no Person acting as a Commissioner
under this Act shall be concerned directly or indirectly in any
Contract while he continues to act as such Commissioner. .. .

N N o N

VIII. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That if-any Person
or Persons not being:qualified or being disqualified as herein-before is
prescribed shall act as a Commissioner or Commissioners of Drainage
in’'the Execution of this Act, or if any Person or Persons not bein

qualified or being disqualified as herein-before is .prescribed in that
respect shall appoint any Deputy or Deputies to act as a Commis-
sioner- or Commissioners in the Execution of this Act; every such

o Person
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Person or Persons shall for every such Offence Trespect;ively-forfei’é
and pay the Sum of Fifty Pounds, to be recovered with full Costs of
Suit by any Person or Persons who shall inform or sue for the same,

in ‘any of His Majesty’s Courts of Record at Westminster; by -Bill,
Plaint, Suit, or Information, wherein no Essoign, Proteetion, Privilege,
or Wager of Law, nor more than One Imparlance, shall be allowed ;
and in any such Action or Suit it shall only be necessary for:the
Plaintiff or Informer to prove that the Defendant-acted.as a Commis-
sioner in the Execution of this Act, and a Verdict shall be found
against such Defendant unless he 'shall prove in-his Defence that he
was at the Time of so acting or appointing a Deputy properly qua-
lified to act or to appoint a Deputy according to the true Intent and

IX.’ And be it further enacted, That the said Commissioners shall

hold, and they are hereby required to hold, One General Meéting

within One:Month after the passing of this Act at some Public House
or Inn, or§ome other public Place, on the said Lands or Grounds, or
within Five Miles thereof, and shall immediately proceed to appoint
a Chairman to act at such Meeting, who shall be entitled to vote
thereat as a Commissioner, and shall also, in case of an Kquality
of Votes, have the casting Vote. | _.

X. And be it further enacted, That the said Commissioners shall
hold, and they are hereby required to hold, One Annual General
Meeting on Wednesday in Easter Week in every Year at some Public
House or Inn, or some other public Place, on the said Lands or
Grounds, or within Five Miles thereof, and shall immediately appois
a Chairman to act at such Meeting; and that the first Annual General
Meeting. of the said Commissioners shall be holden as atoresaid on
Wednesday in Easter Week in -the Year of our Lord One ‘thousand

“eight hundred and thirty-two ; "and the Chairman shall be entitled to

- vote as a Commissioner thereat, and shall also, in case of an Equality
~of Votes, have the casting Vote. . - -
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XI. And be it further enacted, That Special Meetings. of the said

- Commissioners may and shall from Time to Time be holden as often

as any Five or more of the said Commissioners shall think it necessary,
Notice of every such Meeting being first given by advertising the
same twice .in some County Newspaper generally cireulated .in the
satd County of Norfolk, and such Advertisement) specifying the
Nature of the Business proposed to be brought forwardsat every such
Special Meeting. . =~ . o bwoo e

-
1
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XII. Andbeitfurtherenacted, That it shall be lawful fortheMajority
of the Commaissioners who shall be present at any Meeting to be holden
by virtue of this Act (the Number: of such Commissioners present not
being less than Five) to proceed in the Execution of the Powers gives

to the said Commissioners by this Act in-all Cases whatsoever, and to

adjourn from Time to Time and from Place to Place, as they shall thirk
necessary; and that a Minute of the Business to be transacted at every

such Meeting shall be entered in the Proceedings of the Meetings

from which such Adjournment shall be made: Provided always, thatno

Business
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Business shall be transacted at any such Adjournment but such as shall
relate to the Business for which such Adjournment shall be made,
nor shall any Business be transacted at any Special Meeting, or any
Adjournment of the same, but such as shall relate” to the Objects
specified in the Notice given for calling such Special Meeting.

297

XIII. And be it further enacted, That all Orders and Proceedings Proceedings
of the said Commissioners at every Meeting by them holden under © C"mm‘i‘
the Authority of this Act shall be fairly entered into a Book or ot
Books to be provided and kept for that Purpose, which shall be Books, and to
signed by the Chairman of every such Meeting ; and all such Entries be Evidence.
shall be deemed original Orders and Proceedings, and may be read
and received in Evidence in all Courts whatsoever.

XI1V. And be it further enacted, That at all Meetings whatsoever Commis-
holden under the Authority of this Act, the Commissioners attending = """ Lx-
such Meetings shall bear and defray their own Expences. PRI

XV. And be it further enacted, That all and every the Books Books used
which shall have been kept by the said Commissioners acting in the under former
Execution of the Act hereby repealed, or by their Treasurer or Clerk %ﬁf d‘:i};’:
~under their Direction, and made Evidence thereby, shall be admitted '
as Evidence 1n all Courts, and by all Judges, Justices, and others.

XVI. And be it further enacted, That all Bonds, Conveyances, Bonds, Con-
Covenants, Agreements, Contracts, Leases, Mortgages, and Secu- tracts, &c. to
rities made to or by, or entered into by any Person or Persons to or & 27" ™ full
with, the said Commissioners for executing the said recited Act '
hereby repealed, shall remain in full Force and Effect, and be and
continue available in all Courts of Law and Equity, until the same be
fully satisfied and performed ; and all Bargains, Contracts, or Agree-
ments made, entered into, or given by the said Commissioners for
executing the said recited Act hereby repealed, with or to any
Person or Persons, for any Purpose relating to the said Drainage or
to the Execution of the said Act, shall remain in force and effect,
and be observed and kept by the Commissioners under this, Act, and
by the other respective Parties to such Contracts or Agreements,
according to the Terms and Stipulations thereof. '

XVIIL ‘And be it further enacted, That the said Commissioners Works to be

shall from Time to Time repair and work all such Mills and Engines done by
| . , Commis-

as are now erected, and scour out, widen, heighten, strengthen, and . =
repair all such other Drains, Ditches, Watercourses, Tunnels, Water- -
gates, Sluices, Banks, Bridges, and other Requisites as may be used for
the Drainage and Preservation of the said Lands, and shall also make,
erect, set up, and build and work such other Mills, Engines, and
other Devices, Ditches, Drains, Watercourses, Tunnels, Watergates,
Sluices, Banks, Bridges, and other Requisites, within the said Parish
of Hilgay, as shall in their Discretion be necessary and proper for
the Drainage and Preservation of the said Lands.

XVIII. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this Act con- Commis-

tained shall extend or be construed to extend to empower or autho- o> s
' . stricted from

[ Local.] 4 I I1Z€ taking Land.
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Persons ; and the said Cominissioners are hereby authorized and

empowered to allow such Person or Persons such Salaries or Remu-

nerations, out of the Monies to be raised by virtue of this Act, as to
the said Commissioners shall seem meet ; and the said Commissioners
shall have Power to remove such Person or Persons, and to appoint

another or others in his or their Stead, from Time to Time, as they
shall think necessary; and all the Acts and Proceedings of such
Person or Persons done in pursuance of the Powers and Directions

hereby given to him or them, or to be given to him or them by

the said Commissioners, shall be deemed to be the Acts of the said

Commissioners as fully and effectually to all Intents and Purposes
as if such Acts or Proceedings had been done and executed by the
said Commissioners under the Powers and Authorities hereby vested
in them.

XXIV. And be 1t further enacted, That the Owners and Occu-
piers of Lands within the said Parish of Hilgay shall not make or
cause to be made any Ditches nearer than Eighteen Feet from the
Banks-already made or hereafter to be made for the Purposes of the
said Drainage ; and that it shall be lawful for the said Commissioners,
or any Person or Persons under their Authority, at any Time or
Times to enter on the Lands on which any such Ditches shall be
made, and to cause the same to be filled up.

XXV. And be it further enacted, That 1t shall be lawful for the
said Commissioners to enter on any of the Lands within the said

Parish for the Purpose of destroying Moles.

XXVI. And be it further enacted, That the said Commissioners
shall and may appoint such Treasurers, Clerks, Surveyors, Collectors,
and other Officers as they shall think necessary for carrying this Act
into - execution, and allow them or any of them such Salary or
Salaries or other Remuneration out of the Monies to be raised by
virtue of this Act as they the said Commissioners shall think proper,
and from Time to Time to remove them or any of them as they the
said Commissioners shall see Occasion, and in like Manner to appoint
others in their Stead ; and that all Treasurers, Collectors, and. other
Officers who- shall be intrusted with the Receipt or Collections of
any Monies to be raised by virtue of this Act shall respectively give
Security for the due Execution of their respective Offices to the
Satisfaction of the said Commissioners.

XXVII. And be it further enacted, That the said Commissibneré

Ditches not
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nearer than
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destroy
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Commis-
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Books of

shall ‘and they are hereby required, from Time to Time and at all Accountto
be kept and

Times, to order and direct a Book or Books to be provided and kept
by

: : : : be open for
their Clerk for the Time being, in which Book or Books such lnspﬁcﬁon,

Clerk shall enter or cause to be entered true and regular Accounts of &c.

all Sums of Money received, paid, laid out, and expended for or on
account of the said Drainage, and of the several Articles, Matters,
and Things for which such Sum or Sums of Money shall have been
disbursed, laid out, and paid; and such Book or Books shall at all
seasonable Times be open to the Inspection of the said Commissioners,
or any Persons to which such Books shall relate, without Fee or

Reward ;
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Reward ; and the said Commissioners or other Persons interested,
shall or may take Copies of or Extracts from the said Book or Books,
or any Part or Parts thereof, without paying any thing for the same;
| and the said Book or Books shall be produced by the siid Clerk at all
‘ " Meetings of the said Commissioners ; and in case -any Clerk shall
1 - refuse to permit or shall not permit any of the said Commissioners or e
i other Person interested therein to inspect such Book-er Books, or to |
take Copies or Extracts as aforesaid, or in case such Clerk shall
refuse or neglect to produce such Book or Books at any Meeting of
the said Commissioners, such Clerk shall forfeit and pay any Sum of
Money not exceeding Five Pounds, to be levied and applied in the
same Manner as other Penalties are hereby directed to be levied and

 Commis- XXVIIL. And be it further enacted, That the said Commissioners
sioners may  may sue and be sued in the Name of any One of the said Comnifs.
sue and be  gjoners, or their Clerk for the Time being ; and that no Action or Sl
sued in the _- AW - - - o o SIPE T
Name of to be brought or commenced against the said Commajssioners . in ¢he
| their Clerk, Name of any One of the said Commissioners, or their Clerk, shall
i &e. abate or be discontinued by .the Death or Removal'of such Com-
| missioner or Clerk, but that any One of the said Compissioners,. or
their Clerk, shall always be deemed Plaintiff or Defendant in every
such Action or Suit: Provided always, that every such Commissioner
or Clerk shall be reimbursed and paid, out of the Monies to be raised
by virtue of this Act, all such Costs, Charges; and Expences-as he
shall be put unto or become chargeable with or be liable to by reason

of his being so made Plaintiff or Defendant. ~
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Clerknot to - XXIX. Provided always, and be it further"enacted, Thatit st
act as Trea- not be lawful for the said Commissionets to appoint the'Petgon iwho
surer, and  gay be appointed: their Clerk in . the Execution of this Act, «r ths
vice versi. - A el Satehtan Shanal S St e sustabat ot B e

Partner of any such Clerk, or the Clerk or other Person inthe S

Tvice
or Employ of any such Clerk or of his:Partner, the Treasurer for
the. Purposes of this Act, or to appoint any Person who may be
appointed Treasurer, or the Partner of any such Treasurer, or the
Clerk or other Person in the Service or Employ of any such Treasurer
or of his Partner, the Clerk to the said Commissioners; and if any
Person shall -accept both the Offices of Clerk and Treasurer for the
Purposes of this Act, or if any Person being the Partner of any such
Clerk, or the Clerk or other Person in the Service op,Employ of apy
such Clerk or of his Partner, shall accept the Office of Treasuier; or
shall act as Deputy of the Treasurer, or in any Manner officiate for
the. Tweasurer, or being the Partner of any. such Treasurer, or the
Clerk.. oz zother Person in the Service or Employ of any sueh Trea-
“surer or -of his Partaer, shall accept the Office of Clerk, or shall act
- as Deputy ¢f the Clerk, or in any Manner-officiate for such Clerk in
the KExecution of this Act, or if any such Treasurer shall hold or
gccept any Place or Office of Trust or Profit under the said Com-
missioners other than that of Treasurer, every such Person so
oftending shall for every such Offence forfeit and pay the Sum of
One hundred Pounds to any Person or Persons who shall sue for the
same, to be recovered with full Costs of Suit, in any of His Majesty’s
Courts of Record at Westminster, by Action of Debt or on the Case,
. or
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or by Bill, Suit or Information, wherein no Essoign, Protection, or
Wager of Law, nor more than One Imparlance, shall be allowed.

- XXX. And be it further enacted, That in case any of the said Remedy
Treasurers, Collectors, or other Officers, or any other Person or against
Persons employed or entrusted by the said Commissioners, shall ?egizief o
refuse or neglect to account to the Satisfaction of the said Commis- accoun%‘
sioners, or to pay the Money due upon the Balance of their respec-
tive Accounts, according to the Directions of the said Commissioners,
then and in every such Case it shall be lawful, upon the Complaint
of any Three or more of the said Commissioners, for any One or
more of the Justices of the Peace for the said County of Norfolk, by
Warrant or Warrants under his or their Hand and Seal or Hands
and Seals, to levy, by Distress and Sale of the Goods and Chattels of
the Person or Persons so refusing or neglecting to account, or to pay
the Money due upon the Balance of his or their Account or Accounts
as aforesaid, such Sum or Sums of Money as he or they shall have
been so required to account for, or as shall have been found or shall
appear to be due upon the Balance of his or their Account or
‘Accounts ; and for Want of sufficient Distress it shall and may be
lawful for any One or more of the said Justices, by Warrant or War-
rants under his or their Hand and Seal or Hands and Seals, to commit
such.Person or Persons to any Gaol or House of Correction in the
said County of Norfolk, there to remain without Bail or Mainprize
until he. or they shall have made a true and perfect Account, and
shall have patd such Monies as shall appear.to be remaining in his
or their Hand or Hands on the Balance of his or their Account or
Accounts, or otherwise, to the said Commissioners or according to
their Appointment, or shall have compounded for the same, and
shall have paid such Composition Money (which Composition they
the said Commissioners are hereby authorized and empowered to
take and accept) ; or the said Commissioners may bring, and they
are hereby authorized and empowered to bring or cause to be
brought, any Action or Actions in any of His Majesty’s Courts of
Record at Westminster against such Officer or Officers or other
Person or Persons so refusing, neglecting, or making Default as
aforesaid, and against all- and every such Person or Persons as shall
become his .or their Surety or Sureties, for the Recovery of the
Monies which shall be due from such Officer or Officers or other
Person or Persons respectively, and upon such Security or Securities
as shall have been given or entered into by them respectively; and
where any Clerk,  Treasurer, Collector, or other Officer or Person
employed by the said Commissioners shall neglect or refuse to deliver
up to the said Commissioners all Books, Vouchers, and Papers 1n his
Custody relating to any Proceedings or Accounts of the said Com-
missioners, it shall be lawful for any such Justice or Justices as afore-
said, upon Complaint of any Three or more of the said Commis-
sioners, by Warrant or Warrants under his or their Hand and Seal
or Hands and Seals, to commit such Person or Persons to any Gaol
or House of Correction for the said County of Norfolk, there to
remain without Bail or Mainprize until he or they shall have delivered
up to the said Commissioners all such Books, Vouchers, and Papers
as aforesaid : Provided always, that no Person who shall be com-

[ Local.’} 4 G mitted
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Tenants and Occupiers of the said Lands and Grounds which shall
be assessed, rated, taxed, or charged, or be liable to be assessed,
rated, taxed, or charged, by virtue of this Act, shall pay and they are

hereby authorized and empowered to pay all and every such Sum-
and Sums of Money as shall be so assessed, rated, taxed, or charged .
on or for or in respect of their respective Lands and Grounds in their

several Occupations, to the Collector or Collectors or other Person

or Persons appointed by the said Commissioners to receive the same,

and to deduct and retain out of his, her, and their Rent all such Sum

and Sums of Money as he, she, or they shall so respectively pay as
aforesaid ; and the several and- respective Landlords or Owners of
such Lands and Grounds are hereby required to allow such Deduc-

tions and Payments upon the Receipt of the Residue of their Rents ;

and every such Tenant or Occupier paying such Rate or ‘Tax shall

be acquitted and discharged of so much Money as the said Rate or
Tax so paid by him or her shall amount to, as fully and effectually
as if the same had been actually paid to his; her, or their, Landlord,
or Landlords ; save and except as to the Taxes which may;become
due and payable for or in respectof any Lands that may be held
under any special Agreement or beneficial Lease for a Term of Lives
or Yedrs determinable on Lives, which Taxes shall- be borne and
defrayed by the Lessees respectively, and shall not be deducted -from
the reserved. Rents, nor allowed by the Lessors. |

" XXXVI. Provided nevertheless, and be it further enacted, That
where any: Penalty or Penalties shall have been incurred for Non-
payment of any Tax or Taxes by virtue of this Act, and such Penalty
or Penalties shall have been levied by the said Commissioners by
Distress upon the Goods, Chattels, or Stock of any Person.or Persons
occupying any of the said Lands or Grounds, or where such Penalty
or Penalties shall have been paid by such Occupier or Qccupiers, all

and every such Penalty or Penalties, together with the.Costs,:Charges,

and Expences of taking any such Distress or Distresses,.shall ;be
borne and sustained by .such Occupier or Occupiers respectively, and
the Landlord or Owner, Landlords or Owners. of .such Launds ;and
Grounds. shall.not  be compelled or-compellable to-allow or; pay.any
such Penalty. or Penalties or:Expences:to such Occupier .or Ocgti-
piers, any thing herein contained to the:contrary thereof in anywise
notwithstanding, =~ | IR S St P P IR

XXXVII. And be it further enacted, That if any Person shall
refuse or-neglect to pay the Rates, Taxes, or Sums- of Money, which
shall be assessed, rated, taxed, or charged on the.Lands or Grounds
in his, her, or their Occupation or Occupations respectively, by virtue
of or under the Powers and Authorities of this Act, together with all

such Penalty or Penpalties as shall or may. be:incurred by.Nonpay- =

ment thereof respectively as aforesaid, then it shall -be lawful for the
Collector or Collectors appointed by the said Commissioners, or any
other Person or Persons, by virtue' of any. Warrant or Precept.under
the Hands and Seals of any Three or more: of : the: said: Commis.
sioners, (which said Warrant or ‘Precept the said Cammissioners,
or any T'hree or more of them, are hereby empowered and required
from Time to Time to grant and make, as Occasion shall require,)

to
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téenter into and upon the Lands or Grounds, so rated and taxed as
aforesaid, in the Possession of any stuch Person or Persons who shall
s6 make Default in Payment as aforesaid, and into and upon all
Messuages or Tenemeénts thereupon standing or thereuinito belonging,
with: the’ Appurténances, and to levy-the Sum or Sums of Money due
afid payable for-'stich Rate or Tax, together: with " stich Penalty as
¥4y be ificurred by Nonpayment thereof as 'aforesaid; &y Distress of
atty ‘Goodls vt Chattels” which shall‘be found ‘on: ‘thisPgemises, and

 th&"(36688 and Chattels so distrained to impotund ‘on:ghe Premises, or
take(16ad ‘drive away, and keep ifor the Space: of Five Days, at the
Costs "-ﬁ’ﬁﬂfCﬁargés of the Owner or Ownaers -thereof, giving to such
Owner of ‘Owners, or‘leaving at theilast or ustal Place or Places of
Abode +of the Tenant or Tenants;iin-Possession ‘of such ‘Messuage:or
Tewement, Ground ‘or Premises, Natice in ‘Writing of the Laase sof
such "Bistress ;-and if the Owner‘of Owners of the Goods and Chattels
0 disératied shall not pay the Sumiior:Sums of:Money so;due and

payable$ i

bitsudh Rate or Tax, togéther” with ‘such Penalties as 41brey
said; an@WliCRarges attending such-Distress and Renioval, ‘or replevy
the Goodi#lid' Chattels so distrained, with sufficient:Sureties $0-be
‘givén to -the' Sheriff of the County, according to the Laws now. in

being -for regulating Distresses: in-'Cases of Nompayment of" Rent,

within Five Days next - after such Distress made; and Notice - thereof

given -as aforesaid, the Person or, Persons so -distraining’ shall "and

may, with such Sheriff or his Under Sheriff or Bailiff, or the Constable

o or Headborough where such. Distress - shall ‘be' made, (évhwh said
T Sheriff, Under Sheriff, Bailiff, Constable; and Headborough ore hiereby
 required- and_commanded to' assist ‘therein,) cause the: Boods i
Chattels; so distrained-to be ‘appraised 'k s D or imope thaifRy ek
Persons, to be sworn'by:such Sheriff, Under S exitf, Bail i} Constable,

or Headborough, who are hereby: respectively eipoOweted t
nister an- Oath accopdingly, to appaise 'the same actordingeo -tix
best of their Judgment ; and after ‘such Appraiseménge it’ shall b
lawfal for such Collsetor or Collectors or othér Peérson or Persons
miaking such Distress to sell the Goods and Chattels ‘o distrained
forthe best Price that can reasonably be had or gotten for the’ samre,
for:and tewards Satisfaction of the Monies for which such Distress
shall be so made, and the Charges of taking; keeping, removiag,
appraising, and selling the Goods ‘and Chattels so:distrained, leaving
the Overplus (if any) in the Hands of such Sheriff, Under SheHfl}

Bailiff, Constable, or Headborough, for the Owner’s Use, L

L

Lants un- . XKXVIIL Provided -always,: and be “its fusiter  enacted,  THs
piedto o sadlany of the said Lands and:Grounds shall -at any Fime or

remain a H& YO
wiicient

&

Security for Tlntm‘s erdafter be unﬁ&nm@e{im mwccupiéa, ‘g0 that  nev
Tax,and  Distresstan be found for levying the said Rates, Taxebtaid Pen
Disies . then -the- Lands and Grousds’ dhargeable therewidh” shall always
e en. vemain a Security for Payment: thereof; and «MGgats and Chattels
afierwards.  Which shall’at any Time thereafter: be found thétdoi “$hall and may

be -distrained; removed, impounded, kept; apprafSed, and sold: in
manner aforesaid, until all Arrears.of the said Ragés and Taxes, and
Pel?hlg)d’ , and the Charges of such Distsess, shallbe fully paid and

- : l' r N
a
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XXXIX. And whereas it may happen that some of the Occupiers Taxes tobe
of the said Lands and Grounds liable to be taxed by virtue of this levied on
Act may drive off their Stock and remove their Property therefrom gg"ds "g -
to Lands not chargeable with the said Taxes, be it therefore enacted, inf&n;r i
That in all Cases where no sufficient Distress can be found upon any Cattle off
of the said Lands and Grounds whereon to levy the said Tax or their Lands.
Taxes and Penalty which shall be then in arrear in respect thereof,
1t shall and may be lawful for the Collector or Collectors appointed
by the said Commissioners, or any other Person or Persons, by virtue
of any Warrant or Precept under the Hands and Seals of any Three
or more of the said Commissioners, (which said Warrant or Precept
the said Commissioners, or any Three or more of them, are hereby
empowered and required from Time to Time to make as there shall
be Occasion,) to levy all and every such Tax or Taxes and Penaity
as shall be then in arrear upon any Goods or Chattels of any such
Occupier or Occupiers, whensoever and wheresoever such (Goods and
Chattels shall be found, together with all the Charges of levying the

same, by Distress and Sale in manner aforesaid.

- XL. And whereas it may sometimes happen that some of the said Lands may

Fen Lands and Low Grounds may be untenanted or unoccupied for a be let for

considerable Time, and that no Distress can be taken thereon for .&‘aymem of
. . “ aXE€S8.

levying the said Rates or Taxes and Penalty due in respect of the

same, therefore, for enforcing the Payment thereof in all such Cases,

be it further enacted, That where any of the said Rates or Taxes and

Penalty shall be in arrear and unpaid by the Space of Six Calendar

Months together, and no suflicient Distress can be. found upon the

Lands and Grounds charged therewith, then and in every such Case

the said Commissioners, or any Three or more of them, shall at any

of their Meetings have full Power and Authority to let so much of

the said Lands and Grounds for which any such Rate or Tax or

Penalty shall be so in arrear, as they shall adjudge sufficient, for such

Term or Terms of Years, not exceeding Fourteen Years, at such

Rent and Reunts, upon such Terms and Conditions, as to them shall

seem meet, and to apply the Rent or Rents arising therefrom in Pay-

ment and Discharge of all such Taxes and Rates, and the Penalties

incurred for Nonpayment thereof, and of such other Charges and

Expences as they the said Commissioners shall incur or be liable to in

consequence of all or any of such last-mentioned Proceedings.

XILI. And be it further enacted, That all Sums which shall have Taxes due
become due for Taxes under the said recited Act hereby repealed to be levied
shall and may be levied in the same Manner in every respect as is !0 same Man.

hereby provided with respect to 'Taxes to be imposed in pursuance of Toxos, future

this Act.

XLII. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Commis-
said Commissioners, and they are hereby authorized and empowered, sioners em-

to borrow and raise upon the Credit of the Taxes to be raised in pur- powered to
raise 5001,

suance of this Act, and for that Purpose to mortgage the same in o Credit of
such Manner as they shall think proper, any Sum or Sums of Money, the Taxes.
not exceeding in the whole the Sum of Five hundred Pounds, on
such Terms, with respect to the Rate of Interest and the Periods at

[ Local. ] 4 H which
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which 'suéhi Sum and-Sums shall be:pdid ioff, as to thesaid Commis-

sidhiers shall seem -préper ; and the said:Commissioners are hereby

empowered’ to appropriate and acoumulate. ailPart . of:'the - Taxes,

annually or otherwise, soas to form a Fund-forithe: Iischarge. of any

Sum or Sums whichishall have been borrowed:-by: ﬂa om: as aforesaid.

S SR SIS O SIS SO ST AKEOF SN SN NN ST 56 RS IR PP ”}.’mi_i EAEEYS IS 1 e

Treasurer’s - XLIIL And be it-further enacted, ‘Fhat the!Receiptaof: the Trea-

Receipt to be suer ‘appointed in -pursnance: of this kcti:shall bé a:suffieient Dis.

a sufficient  ¢harue for any Sum or Sums which: shall be:advaneedon the Credit

Discharge for of ithe Taxes as aforesaid ;- and that. the: eCfogiwmi*érI@ezﬁ-;efﬁ';:my..: Five of
such Sums. e Y e Y A metbrecos g o o e ‘

the"sald ‘Commissieners: in . awy such: Mortwage -a$ aforesaid shall be

sufficient :for:the Validity thereof,:and shall be:iconclusive Evidence

that:the:Money thereby expressed to betsecured: mas: alsthosized to be

raisedip -?Pursu%a‘nbeé- ‘of: the ‘Powers: aforesaid; ‘and apén the "Ferms

pEesyed in-such Mortgage, and salso that the ®erson signing the

Riseatpts

to and i;._ o

Applicaion  XLIV. And be it further enacted, That the Monies to be raised
of Montes.  pyiMoiigage as-aforesaid.shall-be:ypplied in Payment.of all Expences
7 and@ Diebtsiincurred in and aboutiilie aforesaid PDminage,: and which

- aré dDebt ¥from the Commissioner§lunder the baid recited:Act hereby
répealed; and: in Payment of the:Espences ofipivcuring this Aet;

anid ! soi much: of the said Monies as:shiall not:beiso applied shall be

applied to the Payment of any of' the HExpences.of carying this Act

ad
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Punishment  +X'LV.And be ‘it- further enactedy That € dny!Person ombalisons
for %35“'1?3" shull at-any Time hereafter: malicidusly cut, break down,. dédplish;
e O or destroy any. Millsy. Banksy and. Bridges.aleady made dr eredied;
ot which-shalliat any Dimeshereafter e :maldnly: or erectitigor.be
fipsde ot erectid, supported! oiemaiutained for answering any of .the
Peitposes .of thist Aoty evety: Pexsons sov offendiig, i and being thereof
coiivieted, shall be subject andl: Hable {6 thedike Pains and Penalties
asstn iQases of Felony ;: and:the:Courts by or befose whom any such
Petsoti shall be- tried shall have Power:and. Autherity.to cause such
Person.to’ be punished -in: like:Mamner! as Fetons are directedito be
puniished by the Laws and Statutes iof :this Realm; or, 1n mitigation

of such“Punishment, sych:Coust may:in: itst Discietion award -such

Sentence as the Law directs in Cases of Petit Larceny ; and if any

-~ Pérsorior Personsshall at any Tiwe hereafteswilfullystop, dam up,

- ordmpagd any Rivers, Drains; Waterceurses, Dunhels: oors;: Mams,

' ¥ Woik: o Works -alveadyimade: or-erected; od whicl shall at

Thiess it Tinses (Hereafter *bé:thaking: ¢rerecting: or:beowde or

erected, supported or maintained for any of the Purposes afovesaid,

or shall wiltully break or injure any Dam or other Work made by the

- said ‘Commisiioners, dr wilfully hinder: or obstract: tie said Commis-

~ sionérs orary - 6Ftheir Officérs,: ‘or: dny Servants,” Workenen,: ok

Labourérs employed by them the'said-Commissioners or any of -their

Officers, Himaking or répaiting ‘#ny Work orWorks; in any-or- eithér

df' 'the Cases 4foresaid; ghid betng thereof: ¢ounvicted before:any Pwto
or more Justices of the ée

nore Ju: > Peace for the said County of Norfolk, (which
Justices are hereby required to hear and determaine the same,) o%“the
SEIET RS ' | . i L . ath

forisch -Money as Treasurer was the Pesson-duly appointed.
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Oath of Two or more credible Witnesses, shall forfeit any Sum not exs-
ceeding Five Pounds to the said Commissioners, to be applied by them
for the Purposes of this Act; and in default of Payment thereof, the
Person or Persons so oﬁ'endmg shall be sent to the House of Correction
for the said County of Norfolk, there to be kept to hard Labour for

such Time as such Justices shall order and direct, not exceeding Six
Calendar Months.

XLVI. And be it further enacted, That all Penalties and For-
feitures inflicted or imposed by this Act (the Manner of levying and
recovering whereof is not otherwise particularly directed) may, in
case of Nonpayment thereof, be recovered in a summary Way by the
Order and Adjudication of any One Justice of the Peace, on Com-
plaint to him for that Purpose exhibited by the Oath or Affirmation
of any Person or Persons, or on the Confession of the Party offend-
ing (which Oath, Affirmation, or Confession such Justice is hereby
authorized to administer or recewe), and in default of Payment of
such Penalties or Forfeitures the same shall be levied by Distress and
Sale of the Offender’s Goods and Chattels by Warrant under the
Hand and Seal of such Justice, rendering the Overplus (if any), on
Demand, to the Party or Parties whose Goods and Chattels shall be
so distrained (the reasonable Charges of such Distress and Sale being
first deducted); the Penalties and F orfeitures, when recovered, shall
be paid and applied to the Purposes of this Act and in case such
Penalties and Forfeitures shall not be forthwith pald it shall be lawful
for such Justice, and he is hereby authorized and required, to order
the Offender or Offenders so convicted to be detained and kept in
safe Custody until Return can conveniently be made to such Warrant
of Distress, unless the Offender or Offenders shall give suflicient
Security to the Satistaction of such Justice for his, her, or their
Appearance before such Justice on such Day or Days as shall be
appointed for the Return of such Warrant of Distress (such Day or
Days not being more than Seven Days from the taking of any such
Security, and which Security the said Justice is hereby empowered
to take by way of Recogmzance, or othermse), but if upon the
Return of such Warrant it shall appear that 'no sufficient Distress can
be had whereupon to levy the said Penalty or Penalties and such
Costs as aforesaid, and the same shall not be forthwith paid, or in
case it shall appear to the Satisfaction of any such Justice, upon the
Confession of the Offender or Offenders, or otherwise, that he, she,
or they hath or have not sufficient Goods and Chattels whereupon
such Penalties, Forfeitures, Costs, and Expences can be levied if a
Warrant of Distress were issued, such Justice shall not be required
to issue such Warrant of DlStl‘ebS, and thereupon it shall be lawful
for such Justice, and he is hereby authorized and required, by War-
rant under his Hand and Seal, to commit such Offender or Offenders
to the Common Gaol or House of Correction for the County, City,
Division, or Place wherein the Offence shall be committed, there to
remain for any Time not exceeding Three Calendar Months, unless
such Penalty or Forfeiture shall be sooner paid and satisfied, together
with all the Costs and Charges attending such Proceedings as afore-
said, to be ascertained by such Justice, or shall otherwise be discharged
- by due Course of Law.

XLVIIL And
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Form of X LVIL And for the more easy and speedy Conviction of Offenders”

Couviction, f-agamst this Act, be it further enacted, That all and every Justices
and Justice of the Peace before whom any Person or Persons shall be
convicted of any Offence against this Act shall and may cause the
‘Conviction to be drawn up in the following, Form of Words, or to the
same Effect, as the Case shall happen ; (that is to say,)

¢ County of | P it remembered, That on the RREEA Day of
¢ towit, in the Year of our Loxd

< convicted before me C. D. one of His ‘Majesty’s Justlces of the
< Peace for the said County [or Place, ‘as the Case may be, specifying

¢ the Offence, and Time cmd Place when and where the same was

a commztted] ‘Given under my Hand and Seal the Day and Year
af’oresard . - B _

Justices may XLVIII, _And be it further enacted That in ail Caees m wh1ch anz

proceed by Penalty ot forfeiture by this Act is made receverable.byi; ',f‘f,ormatloﬂ

tSI:me?e{::[;ief?; beforea Juisfice of the Peace, it shall be lawful for’ du}

H*Justice of
of Penalties. the Peace to whom Complaint shall be made of any Off ence against

this Act to-summon the Party co";”_ lained against beﬂf”efe%m and on
such Summons to hear and determine the Matter - of "éuch Complalnt
im ‘a summary Way, and on Proof of the Offence 'to convict the
Offender, and to adjudge him to pay ‘the Penalty or Forfeiture
incurred, and to proceed to recover the same, 'although no Informa-
tion in ertmg shall have been exhibited or taken by or before such
Justice ; and all such Proceedings by Summons without Infelmatlon
shall be as good, valid, and effectual; to all Intents and Purf_'f.f_ses as_

if an In formatlon in ertmg had been eahtbﬂ:ed

Appeal. XLIX And be it further enacted T hat if any Person or Pel sons,
Bodies Politic, Corporate, or Lollegiate ‘shall think himself, herself,
or themselves aggrleved by any thing done in pursuance of this Act,
then and in every such Case. (except 'where the Orders or Determi-
nations of the said Commissioners or of any Justice or Justices are
directed to be binding, final, or conclusive, or where any other
Mode of Relief is hereby appomted ) such Person or Persons, Bodies
Politic, Corporate, or Collegiate, may appeal to any General or Quarter

Sessions of the Peace to be holden for the County of Norfolk within
Four Calendar Months after the Cause of Appeal shall have arisen,

first giving Ten Days Notice at least in Writing of such Intention to
appeal to the Parties interested therein; and the Juatiee's at such
Sessions are hereby required to hear and' determine thé Matter of
every such Appeal, and to make such Order therein, and 'to award
such Costs, as to them in their Discretion shall seem meét and reason-
able, and by their Order or Warrant to levy-the Costs and Charges
which shall be so awarded by Distress and Sale of the Goods and
~ Chattels of the Party liable to pay the same, 1ender1ng the Overplus,

if any, on Demand, to the Owner or Qwners of such Goods and

Chattels, after deductmg the reasonable Charges of such Distress

and Sale ; s which Determination of the said Justices shall be bmdrﬁg_.f

and conclusive on all Parties, and shall rot be removed or removable
by Certiorari, or any other Writ or Process whatsoever, into any of His

Majesty s Courts of Record at Westminster or elsewhere.
. . L. Pro-
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L. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That in any Appeal Justices may
from the said Rates or Assessments, or any of them, the Justices at fllemﬁn o
the General or Quarter Sessions to be holden for the said County, or gPP™* =™
at any Adjournment thereof, shall and may amend the same 1n such commission-
Manner as may be necessary for the giving Relief, without quashing ers without
or altering such Rates or Assessments with respect to other Persons %‘;ﬁ:“g the
mentioned therein; and if upon Appeal against the whole Rate or "
Assessment it shall be found necessary to set aside the same, then

and in every such Case it shall and may be lawful to and for the said

Justices to order a new Rate or Assessment to be made.

LI. And be it further enacted, That no Action, Suit, or Informa. Limitation
tion shall be brought, commenced, or prosecuted against any Person of Actions.
or Persons for any thing done in pursuance of this Act, unless Thirty
Days previous Notice in Writing shall be given by the Person or
Persons intending to commence and prosecute such Action, Suit, or
- Information, and of the particular Nature and Cause of such Action,
to the Person or Persons against whom the same shall be brought,
nor after Tender of sufficient Amends shall be made to the Party
~aggrieved, nor unless such. ‘Action, Suit, or Information shall be
brought or commenced within Six Calendar Months next after the
Fact committed, and shall be laid and brought in the County of
Norfolk, and not elsewhere; and the Defendant or Defendants in
such Action, Suit, or Information, shall and may plead the General
Issue, and give all Matters in Evidence under the said Issue at any
‘Imal to be had thereupon; and if it shall appear to have been done
in pursuance and by the Authority of this Act, and in execution of
the Powers and Authorities herein contained, or if such Action,
Suit, or Information shall have been brought or commenced before
or after the respective Times so limited for bringing or commencing
the same, or without Notice given, or after Tender of sufficient
Amends as aforesaid, or shall be brought in any other County or
Place than as aforesaid, then and in every such Case the Jury shall
find for the Defendant or Defendants; and upon such Verdict, or if
the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs shall be nonsuited, or suffer a Discontinuance
of his or her Action, Suit, or Information after the Defendant or
Defendants shall have appeared, or if a Verdict shall pass against
the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs, or if on Demurrer, or otherwise, Judgment
shall be given against the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs, the Defendant or
Defendants shall have his or their Costs, and shall have such Remedy
for the same as any Defendant hath for Costs of Suit in any other
Case by Law.

LII. And be it further enacted, That the Costs, Charges, and Exzpences of
Expences of obtaining and passing this Act, and all lawful Interest this Actto
for all such Monies as shall have been paid or expended by any Person be first paid.
or Persons whatsoever on account thereof, shall be paid and dis-
charged by the said Commissioners by and out of the first Monies that
shall come into their Hands, or into the Hands of their Treasurer,

- after the passing of this Act.

LIII. Provided always, and be it hereby further enacted, That this Rights of the .

Act or any thing herein contained shall not extend or be construed to Ctgrporation
[LOC((Z.] 4_1 I | extend of the Bed-
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exterid to invalidate, lessen diminish, alter, or take Aaway any of the
nghts, Powers, angi”f __‘_;"orltlec; vested dn'the Goveinér, Balhff's, and
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