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An A& to remove Doubts refpecing the Eligibility
of Perfons in Holy Orders to fit in the Houfe of
Commons. [23d Fune 1801.]

HEREAS it is expedient to remove Doubts which have arifen Preamble.
‘;‘/ refpelling the Eligibility of Perfons in Holy Orders to fit in
the Houfe of Commons, and alfo to make effe@unal Provifion
. for excluding them from fitting therein; be it therefore declared and No perfon or-
enafted by the King’s moft Excellent Majefty, by and with the Advice dained aPrick
and Confent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in ﬁ:ﬁ;??&}},ﬁf
this prefent Parliament affembled, and by the Authority of the fame, fter of the

That no Perfon having been ordained to the Office of Prielt or Deacon, g};;',ﬁ,f},},";mu -
or being a Minifter of the Church of Scotland, is or fhall be capable of bhe capable of

being eletted to ferve in Parliament as a Member of the Houfe of Com- gf;\;;gni{ff}‘jf
mons. v the Houfe of
I Commons.

II. And be it further declared and enatted, That if any Perfon, having The Eletion
been ordained to the Office of Prieft or Deacon, or being a Minifter of fixh Perfon
of the Church of Scotland, fhall hereafter be eletted to ferve in Parlia- Qzﬂl;l}eatf;:d
ment as aforefaid, fuch Eletion and Return fhall be void; and that if Perfon after

any Perfon, being eleted to ferve in Parliament as a Member of the bis Elettion

5 D 4 Houfe dained a
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Prieft. &,
he thall vacate
his Seat. .

Penalty for
finting or vot-
ing in enher
Cafe.

Ele&ions be-
tore the paff-
ing of this A&t
not to be void.

Limitation of
Aétions,

What Proof
fhall be necef-
fary.
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Houfe of Commons, fhall, after his Ele@ion, be ordained to the Office
of Prielt or Dracon, or bscome a Minifter of the Church of Scotiand,
then and in fuch Cafe the Seat of fuch Perlon fhall immediately become
void; and if any fuch Perfon thall, inany of the aforefaid Cafes, pre-
fume to fit or vote as a Member of the Houie ¢f Commons, he fhall
forfeit the Sum of Five hundred Pounds for every Day in which he fhall
fit or vote in the faid Iloufe, to any Perfon or Perfons who fhall fue for
the fame in any of His Majefty’s Courts at #efiminfter ; and the Money
fo forfeited fhall be recovered by the Perfon or Perfons fo fuirg, with
full Cofts of Suit, in any of the faid Courts, by any Action of Debt,
Bill, Plaint, or Information, in which no Effoign, Piivilege, Protettion,
or Wager of Law, or more than One Imparlance, fhall be allowed;
and every Perfon againft whom any fuch Penalty or Forfeiture fhall be
recovered by virtue of this A¢t, fhall be from thenceforth incapable of
taking, holding, or enjoying any Benefice, Living, or Promotion Eccle-
fiaftical, and of taking, holding, or enjoying any Office of Honour or
Profit under His Majefty, His Heirs or Succeffors: Provided always,
That nothing in this A¢t contained fhall extend, or be conftrued to ex-
tend, to make void any Elc&ion of a Perfon to ferve as a Member of the
Houfe of Commons, which Election fhall have taken place before the
pafling of this Aét.

III. Provided alfo, and be it enalted, That no Perfon fhall be liable to
any Forfeiture or Penalty inflicted by this A&, unlefs a Profecution fhail
be commenced within T'welve Calendar Months after fuch Penalty or
Forfeiture fhall be incurred. ®

IV. And be it further enafted, That Proof of the Celebration of Divine
Service, according to the Rites of the Church of England, or of the
Church of Scotland, in any Church or Chapel confecrated or fet apart
for Publick Worfhip, fhall be deemed and taken to be primd facie Evi-
dence-of the T'aét of fuch Perfon having been ordained to the Office of
a Prieft or Deacon, or of his being a Minifter of the Church of Scotlund,
within the Intent and Meaning of this A, :
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