
1925. Homing Act, 1925. Ch . 14. 167

CHAPTER 14.
An Act to consolidate the enactments relating 

to the Housing of the Working Classes in 
England and Wales. [9th April 1925.]

Be  it enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Lords 

Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present 
Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
as follows:—

P a r t  I.

Provisions fo e  securing  th e  R e pa ir , M ain ten an ce  
AND Sa n it a r y  Con d itio n s  of H ouses.

Obligations as to Repair of Houses.

1 ,— (1) In any contract for letting for habitation a Conditions 
dwelling-house at a rent not exceeding^— to bf

(а) in the case of a house situate in the administrative
county of London, forty pounds; houses for

(б) in the case of a house situate elsewhere, twenty- habitation.
six pounds;

there shall, notwithstanding any stipulation to the 
contrary, be imphed a condition that the house is at 
the commencement of the tenancy, and an undertaking 
that the house will be kept by the landlord during the 
tenancy, in all respects reasonably fit for human 
habitation:

Provided that the condition and undertaking afore­
said shall not be implied jvhen a house is let for a term 
of not less than three years upon the terms that it be 
put by the lessee into a condition reasonably fit fpr 
habitation, and the lea§e* is not determinable at the 
option of either party before the expiration of three 
years.

(2) The landlord, or any person authorised by him 
in writing, may at reasonable times of the day, on giving 
twenty;four hours’ notice in writing to the tenant or
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occupier, enter any premises to which this section 
applies for the purpose of viewing the state and condition 
thereof.

(3) In this section the expression “ landlord’  ̂
means any person who lets for habitation to a tenant any 
house under any contract referred to in this section, 
and includes his successors in title, and the expression 
“  dwelling-house ” includes part of a dwelling-house.

(4) This section applies to a contract made either 
before or after the commencement of this Act:

Provided that, in the case of a house situate else­
where than in the administrative county of London, or 
a borough or an urban district with a population 
according to the last census for the time being of fifty 
thousand or upwards, the rent whereof exceeds sixteen 
pounds, this section shall not apply if the contract was 
made before the thirty-first day of July, nineteen hundred 
and twenty-three.

Application 
to houses

2 .— (1) Notwithstanding any agreement to the con- 
. trary, where under any contract of employment of a 

workman employed in agriculture the provision of a
engaged in 
agriculture.

house or part of a house for the occupation of the 
workman forms part Of the remuneration of the work­
man, and the provisions of the foregoing section are 
inapplicable by reason only of the house or part of the 
house not being let to the workrnan, there shall be 
implied as part of the contract of employment, the like 
condition and undertaking as would be implied under 
those provisions if the house or part of the house were 
so let, and those provisions shall apply accordingly as 
if incorporated in this section, with the substitution of 
“  employer ”  for “  landlord,” and such other modifications 
as may be necessary:

Provided that this section shall not affect the obliga­
tion of any person other tha» the employer to repair a 
house to which this section applies, or any remedy for 
enforcing any such obligation.

(2) This section shall ap*ply whether the contract of 
employment was entered into before or after the com­
mencement of this Act, but shall not apply in respect of 
any period during which the house was occupied under 
any such contract before the first day of January, 
nineteen hundred and twenty-one.
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3 .-^ (l)  If the owner of any dwelling-house suitable Power of 
for occupation by persons of the working classes fails to local autho- 
make or keep the house in aU respects reasonably fit for ^  
human habitation, then, without prejudice to any other 
powers, the local authority may serve a notice upon the 
owner of the house requiring him within a reasonable time, 
not being less than twenty-one days, specified in the 
notice, to execute the works specified in the notice as 
being necessary to make the house in aU respects 
reasonably fit for human habitation :

Provided that, if the house is not capable without 
reconstruction of being rendered in all respects reasonably 
fit for human habitation, the owner may, within twenty- 
one days after the receipt of such notice, by written 
counter notice to the local authority declare his intention 
of closing the house for human habitation, and thereupon 
a closing order shall be deemed to have become operative- 
in respect of the house. Any question arising under this 
proviso shall, in case of difference between the owner 
and the local authority, be determined by the Minister.

(2) If the notice of the local authority is not complied 
with, then—

(a) at the expiration of the time specified in that 
notice if no such counter notice as aforesaid 
has been given by the ownmr; and

(5) at the expiration of twenty-one days from the 
determination by the Minister if such counter 
notice has been given by the owner, and the 
Mlinister has determined that the house is capable 
without reconstruction of being made in all 
respects reasonably fit for human habitation;

the local authority may themselves do the work required 
to be done.

(3) Any expenses incurred by the local authority 
under this section, together with interest at such rate as 
the Minister may, with the approval of the Treasury, 
from time to time by order jSx, from the date of service 
of a demand for the same liU payment thereof from the 
owner, m ay be recovered in a coiut of summary 
jurisdiction and until recovery of such expenses and 
interest the same shall be a charge on the premises.
In all supamary proceedings by the local authority for 
the recovery of any such expenses, the time within which
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the proceedings may be taken shall be reckoned from 
the date of the service of notice of demand.

(4) The local authority may by order declare any 
such expenses to be payable by monthly or annual 
instalments within a period not exceeding thirty years 
with interest at such rate as the Minister may, with the 
approval of the Treasury, from time to time by order fix, 
from the date of the service of notice of demand until 
the whole amount is paid, and any such instalments 
and interest or any part thereof may be recovered in a 
summary manner from the owner or occupier, and, if 
recovered from the occupier, may be deducted by him 
from the rent of the house.

(5) The local authority shall, for the recovery of 
their expenses with interest, have all the same powers 
and remedies under the Conveyancing Acts, 1881 to 
1922, and otherwise as if they were mortgagees having 
powers of sale and lease, of accepting surrenders of leases 
and of appointing a receiver.

(6) An owner may appeal to the Minister against—
{a) any notice requiring him to execute works 

under this section; or
(6) any demand for the recovery of expenses from 

him under this section; or
(c) an order made by the local authority under 

this section with respect to those expenses;

by giving notice of appeal to the Minister within twenty- 
one days after the notice is received, or the demand or 
order is made, as the case may be, or such longer time 
as the Minister may allow, and no proceedings shall be 
taken in respect of any notice, order or demand whilst 
the appeal is pending:

Provided that no appeal against such a demand or 
order shall he if and so far as the appeal raises any 
question which might have been raised on an appeal 
against the notice itself.

(7) Any such notice, demand or order shall be 
binding and conclusive as to any matters which could 
have been raised on such appeal to the Minister.

(8) In addition to serving the notice on the owner, 
the local authority m ay serve copies of the no î.ce on any
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persons having an estate or interest in the premises 
superior to that of the owner, and it shall be the duty 
of the owner or any other person having such an estate 
or interest, on being so required by the local authority, 
to state the name and address of the person from whom 
he holds, and if he fails to do so, or knowingly makes a 
mis-statement, he shall be liable on summary conviction 
to a fine not exceeding five pounds.

(9) Any remedy given by this section for failure to 
make or keep a house in all respects reasonably fit for 
human habitation shall be in addition to and not in 
derogation of any remedy available to the tenant against 
his landlord either at common law or otherwise.

(10) In this section “  owner ”  has the same meaning 
as in the Public Health Acts.

4 . Where a dwelhng-house in respect of which a notice Power of 
has been served upon the owner by the local authority local autho- 
under subsection (1) of the last foregoing section is not nty to 
capable -without reconstruction of being rendered in all 
respects reasonably fit for human habitation, and a houses, 
closing order has in consequence been deemed to have 
become operative in respect thereof, the Minister may on
the application of the local authority make an order 
authorising the authority to acquire the house, and 
thereupon this Act shall apply as if the house were land 
authorised to be acquired compulsorily for the purposes 
of a reconstruction scheme under Part II. of this Act, 
and that land had been included in the scheme on 
account of the sanitary condition of the premises 
thereon.

5 . In the case of dwelling-houses intended or used for Monna- 
occupation by the working classes, the name and address
of the medical officer of health for the district and of the 
landlord or other person who is directly responsible for working 
keeping the house in all re je c ts  reasonably fit for human classes, 
habitation shall be inscribed in the rent book, or, where 
a rent book is not used, shall be delivered in writing to 
the tenant at the comme^^eement of the tenancy and
before anv rent is demanded or collected: and where*/ '
there has been any failure to comply with the pro-visions 
of this section in respect of any house, any person who 
demands or collects any rent of the dwelling-house shall 
be liable; on summary con-vdction to a fine not exceeding 
forty shillings.
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Byelaws
respecting
houses
divided into
separate
tenements.
38 & soviet, 
c. 55.
54 & 55 Viet, 
c. 76.

Power of Local Authorities to make Byelaws.

6 .— (1) The power of making and enforcing byelaws 
under the Pubho Health Act, 1875, and the Public Health 
(London) Act, 1891, shall include the making and enforc­
ing by local authorities of byelaws in the case of houses 
intended or used for occupation by the working classes:—

(а) for fixing and from time to time varjdng the 
number of persons who may occupy a house 
which is let in lodgings or occupied by members 
of more than one family, and for separation of 
the sexes therein;

(б) for the registration and inspection of such
houses;

(c) for enforcing drainage and promoting cleanliness 
and ventilation of such houses;

{d) for requiring provision adequate for the use of 
and readily accessible to each family of—

(i) closet accommodation;
(ii) water supply and washiug accommo­

dation ;
(iii) accommodation for the storage, pre­

paration, and cooking of food;

and, where necessary, for securing separate 
accommodation as aforesaid for every part of 
such house which is occupied as a separate 
dwelling;

(e) for the keeping in repair and adequate lighting 
of any common staircase in such houses;

(/) for securing stability, and the prevention of and 
safety from fire;

\g) for the cleansing and redecoration of the premises 
at stated times, andifor the paving of the courts 
and courtyards;

[h] for the provision of handrails, where necessary, 
for all staircases of'such houses;

(*) for securing the adequate lighting of every room 
in such houses;

(j) as respects houses situate in the administrative 
county of London, for the taking of precautions 
in the case of infectious disease;
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and any such byelaws, in addition to any other penalty, 
may prohibit the letting for occupation by members of 
more than one family of any such house unless the same 
are complied with, subject in the case of houses so let 
or occupied at the time when such byelaws come into 
force to the allowance of a reasonable time for the 
execution of any works necessary to comply therewith.

(2) This section shall apply to the administrative 
county of London with the foUowing modifications :—

(а) As respects the county of London, the byelaws
for the purposes specified in subsection (1) of 
this section shall be made by the London 
County Council, and shall be observed and 
enforced by each metropolitan borough council 
except as regards byelaws for the purposes 
specified in paragraph (/) of subsection (1), 
which shall be enforced by the London County 
Council;

(б) As regards the City of London, such byelaws
shall be made and enforced by the Common 
Council except as regards byelaws for the 
purposes specified in paragraph (/) of subsection
(1), which shall be made and enforced by the 
London County Council.

Byelaws so made  ̂ by the London County Council 
may provide that the byelaws shall, either generally or 
as respects any particular metropolitan borough or any 
part thereof, have effect subject to such modifications, 
limitations or exceptions as may be specified in the 
byelaws; and as soon as any such byelaws come into 
force, all byelaws made by the council of any metro­
politan borough under section ninety-four of the Public 
Health (London) Act, 1891, shall cease to have effect, 
but the council of a metropolitan borough shall them­
selves have power at any tune after such byelaws have 
been made by the London County Council to make 
byelaws under the said sectjpn ninety-four with respect 
to any houses or parts o f houses in their area let in 
lodgings or occupied by members of more than one 
family to which the byelaws made by the London County 
Council do not apply.

(3) I f  in the opinion of the Minister premises are 
being‘occupied by members of more than one family or
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are intended to be converted for such occupation in the 
district of any local authority and either no byelaws 
have been made by the local authority for the purposes 
specified in subsection (1) of this section, or the byelaws 
made are not sufficient properly to regulate such occupa­
tion or conversion, the Minister may himself make 
byelaws for such purposes, which shall have effect and 
shall be enforced as if they had been made by the local 
authority.

Execution 7.̂ — (1) Byelaws under the last foregoing section
of works to may impose the duty of executing any work required to 
TOmplywith comply therewith upon the owner within the meaning 

* ■ of the Public Health Acts of any such house, or upon any 
other person having an interest in the premises, and may 
prescribe the circumstances and conditions in and subject 
to which any such duty is to be discharged.

(2) For the purpose of discharging any duty so 
imposed, the owner or other person may at all reasonable 
times enter upon any part of the premises.

(3) Where an owner or other person has failed to 
execute any works which he has been required to execute 
under any such byelaws, the local authority by whom the 
byelaws are enforced may, after giving to him not less 
than twenty-one days’ notice in writing, themselves 
execute the works and recover the costs and expenses, 
and for that purpose the provisions of section three of 
this Act with respect to the execution of works and the 
recovery of expenses by local authorities shall apply with 
such modifications as may be necessary.

(4) Where the person on whom obligations are 
imposed by any byelaws made for the purposes specified 
in subsection (1) of the preceding section with respect 
to houses intended or used for occupation as therein 
mentioned, holds the premise^ under a lease or agreement 
and satisfies the local authority that compliance with the 
byelaws is contrary to the provisions of the lease or 
agreement, or that the wholq or any part of the expenses 
of carrying out the obligations ought to be borne by 
his lessor or other superior landlord, the local authority 
may make application to the county court, and the 
country court m ay, after giving the lessor or any other 
superior landlord an opportunity of being hearc^—

(a) in the first case, order that the provisiqns of the 
lease or agreement be relaxed so far as they are
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inconsistent with the requirements of the 
byelaws;

(b) in the second case, grant to the person who carries 
out the works necessary for compliance with 
the byelaws, on proof to the satisfaction of the 
local authority that the works have been 
properly carried out, a charging order charging 
on the premises an annuity to repay the expenses 
properly incurred in carrying out the works or 
such part of those expenses as the county court 
consider ought to be so charged.

(5) The annuity shall be of such amount and extend 
over such number of years as the county court may 
determine.

(6) Where a local authority have themselves 
acquired a leasehold interest in any house under the 
powers conferred upon them by this Act or any enact­
ment repealed thereby, the Minister, on the application 
of the local authority, may make a similar order with 
regard to the relaxation of the provisions of the lease 
and to charging an annuity on the premises as might, had 
the lessee not been the local authority, have been made 
on the application of the local authority by the county 
court, and in that case the decision of the Minister as to 
the amount and duration of any such annuity shall be 
final.

Duty of Local Authority and Medical Officer of Health 
to Inspect Houses, dkc.

8 . It shall be the duty of every local authority to Duty of 
cause an inspection of their district to be made from
time to time with a view to ascertaining whether any ^ ^
dweUing-house therein is in a state so dangerous or 
injurious to health as -to be imfit for human habitation, district, 
and for that purpose it shall be the duty of the local 
authority, and every officer of the local authority, to 
comply with such regulation^ and to keep such records 
as the Minister may prescribe.

9 .  It shall be the duty of the medical officer of ^presenta- 
health of every district to represent to the local autho-
rity of that district any dwelling-house which appears 
to him tcf be in a state so dangerous or injurious to health, 
health* as lo  be unfit for human habitation.
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Representa­
tion on 
complaint.

10. I f  any Justice of the peace acting for a district, 
or the council of any parish in a district, or any four 
or more local government electors in a district, com­
plain in •writing to the medical officer of health of that 
district that any dwelHng-house within the district is in 
a condition so dangerous or injurious to health as to 
be unfit for human habitation, he shall forthwith inspect 
the same and transmit to the local authority the com­
plaint with his opinion thereon, and if he is of opinion 
that the dwelling-house is in the condition aforesaid, 
shall represent the same to the local authority, but the 
absence of any such complaint shall not excuse him 
from inspecting any dwelling-house and making a 
representation thereon to the local authority.

Duty of 
local
authority as 
to closing of 
house unfit 
for human 
habitation.

Closing and Demolition Orders.

1 1 .— (1) If, on the representation of the medical 
officer of health, or of any other officer of a local autho­
rity, or on other information given, any dwelling-house 
appears to the local authority to be in a state so 
dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit for human 
habitation, the local authority shall make a closing 
order prohibiting the use of the house for human habi­
tation until, in the judgment of the local authority, the 
house is rendered fit for that purpose.

(2) Notice of a closing order shall be forth-with 
served on every owner of the house in respect of which 
it is made, and any owner aggrieved by the order may 
appeal to the Minister by giving notice of appeal to 
the Minister within fourteen days after the notice is 
served upon him.

(3) Where a closing order has become operative, 
the local authority shall serve notice of the order on the 
person inhabiting the housg in respect of which the 
order is made, and, ■within such period as is specified in 
the notice, not being less than fourteen days after the 
service of the notice, the o^der shall be obeyed by him, 
and he and his fam ily shall cease to inhabit the house, 
and in default he may, on complaint to a court of 
summary jurisdiction, be ordered to quit the house 
within such time as m ay be specified in the order.

(4) Unless the house has been made unfit for habita­
tion by the -wilful act or default of the tenant •or of any
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person for whom as between himself and the owner or 
landlord he is responsible, the local authority may 
make to the tenant such reasonable allowance on 
account of his expense in removing as may be deter­
mined by the local authority with the consent of the 
owner of the house, or, if the owner of the house fails 
to consent to the sum determined by the local authority, 
as may be fixed by a court of summary Jurisdiction, and 
the amount of the said allowance shall be recoverable 
by the local authority from the Owner of the house 
summarily as a civil debt.

(5) The local authority shall determine any closing 
order made by them if they are satisfied that the house, 
in respect of which the order has been made, has been 
rendered fit for human habitation.

(6) If, on the application of any owner of a house, 
the local authority refuse to determine a closing order, 
the owner may appeal to the Minister by giving notice 
of appeal to the Mnister within fourteen days after the 
application is refused.

1 2 . If any owner of a dwelling-house in respect of Penalty on 
which a closing order is in force, or any other person, reletting 
lets or attempts to let, or occupies or permits to be l̂ ô se 
occupied, the house or any part thereof as a dwelling- 
house, he shall on summary conviction be liable to a 
fine not exceeding twenty pounds, and in the event of 
the offence continuing after conviction thereof to a 
further fine not exceeding five pounds for each day during 
which the offence is continued after such conviction.

1 3 .— (1) Where default is made as respects any 
dwelling-house in pbeying a closing order, possession of 
the house may be obtained, whatever may be the value 
or rent of the house, by or on behalf of the owner or 
local authority, either under sections one hundred and 
thirty-eight to one hundred and forty-five of the County 
Courts Act, 1888, or under the Small Tenements Re­
covery Act, 1838, as in thd cases therein provided for, 
and in either case may be obtained as if the owner or 
local authority were the landlord.

(2) Any expenses incurred by a local authority 
under this section may be recovered from the owner of 
the house summarily as a civil debt.

’ ’ M

Recovery of 
possession 
of honses in 
respect of 
which clos­
ing orders 
made.
51 & 52 Viet., 
c. 43.
1 & 2 Viet, 
c. 74.
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Order for 
demolition.

Execution 
of demoli­
tion order.

1 4 . — (1) Where a closing order in respect of any 
dwelling-house has remained operative for a period of 
three months, the local authority shall take into con­
sideration the question of the demolition of the house, 
and shall give every owner of the house notice of the time 
(being some time not less than one month after the 
service of the notice) and place at which the question 
will be considered, and any owner of the house shall be 
entitled to be heard when the question is so taken into 
consideration.

(2) If upon any such consideration the local autho­
rity are of opinion that the house has not been rendered 
fit for human habitation, and that the necessary steps 
are not being taken with all due diligence to render it 
so fit, or that the continuance of any building, being 
or being part of the house, is a nuisance or dangerous 
or injurious to the health of the public or of the inhabi­
tants of the neighbouring houses, they shall order the 
demolition of the house or building.

(3) If any owner undertakes to execute forthwith 
the Works necessary to render the house fit for human 
habitation, and the local authority consider that it can 
be so rendered fit for human habitation, the local autho­
rity may, if they think fit, postpone the operation of 
the order for such time, not exceexling six months, as 
they think sufl&cient for the purpose of giving the owner 
an opportunity of executing the necessary works, and if 
and when the necessary works are completed to their 
satisfaction, the local authority shall determine the 
closing and demolition orders relating to the house.

(4) Notice of an order for the demolition of a house 
Or budding shall be forthwith served oh every owner of 
the house or building in respect of which it is made, and 
any owner aggrieved by the order may appeal to the 
Minister by giving notice ^of appeal to the Minister 
within twenty-one days after the notice is served upon 
him, or, where the operation of the order has been post­
poned for any period, witjiin fourteen days after the 
expiration of that period.

1 5 . — (1) Where an order for the demolition of a 
house or building has been made, the owner thereof shall 
within three months after the order becomes operative 
proceed to take down and remove the house or building.

    
 



1925. Housing Act, 1925. Ch. 14. 179

and if the owner fails therein the local authority shall 
proceed to take down and remove the house or building 
and shall sell the materials, and after deducting the 
expenses incident to such taking down and removal, 
pay over the balance of money (if any) to the owner.

(2) Where the amount realised by the sale of i^eh 
materials is not sufficient to cover the expenses incident 
to the taking down and removal of the house or building, 
the local authority may recovm* the deficiency from the 
owner of the house or building summarily as a civil debt, 
or under the provisions of the Public Health Acts, 1875 to 
1907, relating to private improvement expenses.

(3) Where a house or building has been so taken 
down and removed, no house or other building or erection 
which wUl be dangerous or injurious to health shall be 
erected on the site of such house or building or any 
part thereof; and if any house, building, or erection is 
erected contrary to the previsions of this subsection, the 
local authority may at any time order the owner thereof 
to abate or alter the same, and in the event of non- 
compliance with the order, may themselves abate or alter 
the same, and the expenses of such abatement or altera­
tion shall be recoverable from the owner summarily as a 
civil debt:

Provided that any person aggrieved by an order 
under this subsection may appeal to quarter sessions.

1 6 .— (1) Where any owner has completed in respect 
of any dwelling-house any works required to be executed 
by an order of a local authority under this Part of this 
Act, he may apply to the local authority for a charging 
order, and shall produce to the local authority the certi­
ficate of their surveyor or engineer that the works have 
been executed to his satisfaction, and also the accounts 
of and vouchers for the costs, charges, and expenses of 
the works; and the local authority, when satisfied that 
the owner has duly executed such works, and of the 
amount of such costs, charges, and expenses, and of the 
costs of obtaining the charging order which have been 
properly incurred ,̂ shall make an order accordingly, 
charging on the house an annuity to repay the am ount:

‘ Pro’nded that any person aggrieved by such an 
order me|  ̂appeal to quarter sessions.

M  2

Grant of 
(Jharges by 
way of 
annuity to 
owner on 
completion 
of works.
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Prohibition 
of back-to- 
back houses.

Closing- 
order in 
respect of 
under­
ground 
rooms.

(2) The annuity charged shaU be a sum of six pounds 
for every one hundred pounds of the said amount and 
so in proportion for any less sum, and shall commence 
from the date of the order, and be payable for a term 
of thirty years to the owner named in such order, his 
executors, administratora, or assigms.

(3) Copies of the charging order and of the certi­
ficate of the surveyor or engineer, and of the accounts 
as passed by the local authority, certified to be true 
copies by the clerk of the local authority, shaU within 
six months after the date of the order be deposited with 
the clerk of the peace of the county in which the house 
is situate, and be by him filed and recorded.

1 7 . — (1) Notwithstanding anything in any local 
A ct or byelaw in force in any borough or district, it 
shaU not be lawful to erect any back-to-back houses 
intended to be used as dwellings for the working classes, 
and any such house shaU be deemed to be in a state so 
dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit for human 
habitation for the purposes of the provisions of this A ct:

Provided that nothing in this section shaU prevent 
the erection or use of a house containing several tene­
ments in which the tenements are placed back to back 
if the medical officer of health for the district certifies 
that the several tenements are so constructed and 
arranged as to secure effective ventilation of all 
habitable rooms in every tenement.

(2) This section shaU apply to any house commenced 
to be erected after the third day of December, nineteen 
hundred and nine, except that it shaU not apply to 
houses abutting on any streets the plans whereof were 
approved by the local authority before the first day of 
May, nineteen hundred and nine, in any borough or 
district in which, on the third day of December, 
nineteen hundred and nine» any local Act or byelaws 
were in force permitting the erection of back-to-back 
houses.

1 8 . - { 1 )  A  room h abitu ^y used as a sleepmg place, 
the surface of the fioor of which is more than three feet 
below the surface of the part of the street adjoining or 
nearest to the room, or more than three feet below the 
surface of any ground within nine feet of the room, 
shaU for the purposes of this Part of this Act |̂ e deemed
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to be a house so dangerous or injurious to health as to be 
unfit for human habitation, if the room either—

(a) is not on an average at least seven feet in height
from floor to ceiling; or

(b) does not com ply with such regulations as the
local authority with the consent of the Minister 
may prescribe for securing the proper ventila­
tion and lighting of such rooms, and the pro­
tection thereof against dampness, effluvia, or 
exhalation:

Provided that, if the local authority, after being 
required to do so by the Minister, fail to make such 
regulations, or such regulations as the JMinister approves, 
the Minister may himself make them, and the regulations 
so made shall have effect as if they had been made by 
the local authority with the consent of the Minister.

(2) A  closing order made in respect of a room to 
which this section applies shall not prevent the room 
being used for purposes other than those of a sleeping 
place; and, if the occupier of the room after notice of 
an order has been served upon him fails to comply with 
the order, an order to comply therewith may, on summary 
conviction, be made against him.

(3) A  closing order made in respect of any room to 
which this section applies shall not be treated as a closing 
order in respect of a house for the purposes of the 
provisions of this Part of this Act relating to demolition 
orders.

Obstructive Buildings.

1 9 .— (1) If a medical officer of health finds that any 
building within his district, although not in itself unfit 
for human habitation, is so situate that by reason of its 
proximity to or contact with any other buildings ib—

(а) stops or impedes ventilation or otherwise makes
or conduces to make such other buildings to be 
in a condition unfit for human habitation or 
dangerous or injurious to health; or

(б) prevents proper measmes from being carried into
effect for remedying any nuisance injurious to 
health,or other evils complained of in respect of 
such other buildings;

the medipal officer of health shall represent to the local 
authority the particulars relating to such first-mentioned
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Compensa­
tion for 
pulling 
down
obstructivebuildii^ .

building (in this Act referred to as “ an obstructive 
building ” ) stating that in his opinion it is expedient that 
the obstructive building should be pulled down.

(2) Any justice of the peace acting for a district, or 
the council of a parish in a district, or any four or more 
local government electors in a district may make to the 
local authority of the district a representation as respects 
any budding to the like effect as that of the medical 
officer of health under this section.

(3) The local authority on receiving any such repre­
sentation shall cause a report to be made to them 
respecting the circumstances of the budding, and the 
cost of puding down the budding and acquiring the land, 
and on receiving such report shad take into considera­
tion the representation and report, and if they decide 
to proceed, shall cause a copy of both the representation 
and report to be given to the owner of the land on 
which the obstructive budding stands, with notice of 
the time and place appointed the local authority for 
the consideration thereof; and such owner shad be at 
liberty to attend and state his objections, and after 
hearing such objections the local authority shad make 
an order either adowing the objection or Meeting that 
the obstructive budding shad be puded down.

(4) Any such order for the pulling down of an 
obstructive building shad be subject to appeal in like 
manner as an order of demodtion made by the local 
authority under this Part of this Act.

2 0 .— (1) Where an order of the local authority for 
puding down an obstructive budding is made under the 
last preceding section and either no appeal is made 
against the order, or an appeal is made and either fails 
or is abandoned, the local authority shad be authorised 
to purchase the land on which the obstructive budding 
is erected in like manner as if they had been authorised 
by a special Act to purchase the same.

(2) Por the pmpose of such purchase the provisions 
of the Lands Clauses Acts with respect to the purchase 
and taking of lands otherwise than by agreement shad be 
deemed to be incorporated in this Part of this Act (subject 
nevertheless to the provisions of this Part of this Act), 
and for the purpose of the provisions of those ̂ c ts this 
Part of this A ct Ehad be deemed to be the special Act,
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and the local authority to be the promoters of the under­
taking, and such lands may be purchased at any time 
within one year after the date of the order, or if it was 
appealed against after the date of the confirmation of 
the order.

(3) The ovmer of the land may wdthin one month 
after notice to purchase the same is served upon him 
declare that he desires to retain the site of the obstructive 
building and undertake either to pull down or to permit 
the local authority to pull down the obstructive building, 
and in such case the owmer shall retain the site and shall 
receive compensation from the local authority for the 
pulling down of the obstructive building.

(4) The amount of compensation to be paid on the 
purchase of any lands under this section, or for the 
pulhng down of an obstructive building, shall in case of 
difference be settled by arbitration, and shall be appor­
tioned by the arbitrator between any persons having an 
interest in the compensation in such manner as the 
arbitrator may determine.

(5) Where the local authority is empowered to 
purchase land compulsorily, it shall not be competent 
for the owner of a house or other building or manufactory 
to insist on his entire holding being taken where part 
only is proposed to be taken as obstructive, and where 
such part proposed to be taken can  ̂ in the opinion of 
the arbitrator to whom the question of disputed com­
pensation is submitted, be severed from the remainder 
of the house or other building or manufactory without 
material detriment thereto, provided that compensation 
may be awarded in respect of the severance of the part 
so proposed to be taken in addition to the value of that 
part.

(6) Where in the opinion of the arbitrator the 
demohtion of an obstructive building adds to the value 
of such other buildings as are mentioned in subsection (1) 
of the last foregoing section of this Act, the arbitrator 
shall apportion so much of fhe compensation to be paid 
for the demolition of the obstructive building as may 
be equal to the increase in value of the other buildings 
amongst such other buildings respectively, and the 
amount apportioned to each such other building in 
respect of its increase in value by reason of the demoli­
tion *of *the obstructive building shall be deemed to
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Provisions 
as to
arbitration.

be private improvement expenses incurred by the local 
authority in respect of the building, and the local 
authority may, for the purpose of defraying such 
expenses, make and levy improvement rates on the 
Occupier of such premises accordingly; and the pro­
visions of the Public Health Acts, 1875 to 1907, relating 
to private improvement expenses and to private improve­
ment rates shall, so far as circumstances admit, apply 
accordingly in the same manner as if such provisions 
were incorporated in this Act.

(7) Where the amount to be paid for compensation 
for the purchase of any land under this section or 
for the demolition of an obstructive building has been 
settled otherwise than by arbitration, the power of 
apportioning the compensation under subsection (4) of 
this section, or of apportioning any part of the compen­
sation amongst other buildings under subsection (6) of 
this section, may be exercised by an arbitrator appointed 
on the application of the local authority by the Minister 
for this special purpose:

Provided that, if the owner or occupier of any such 
other building feels aggrieved by the decision of such 
arbitrator as aforesaid by whom the apportionment is 
made as to the amount apportioned to the building, 
the matter shall, on application for the purpose being 
made by such owner or occupier, be settled by two 
justices in manner provided by the Lands Clauses Acts 
in cases where the compensation claimed in respect of 
land does not exceed fifty pounds.

2 1 .— (1) In aU cases in which the amount of any 
compensation is, in pursuance of this Part of this Act, to 
be settled by arbitration, the compensation shall be 
assessed in accordance with the rules set out in Parts II. 
and III. of the First Schedule to this Act so far as 
apphcable to the case.

(2) On payment or tender to the person entitled to 
receive the same of the amount of compensation agreed 
or awarded to be paid in respect of any building, or on 
payment thereof in manner prescribed by the Lands 
Clauses Acts, the owner shall, when required by the 
local authority, convey his interest in the building 
to them, or as they may direct; and in default thereof, 
or if the owner fails to adduce a good titlp to the 
building to the satisfaction of the local authority, it 
shall be lawful for the local authority, if they think fit,
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to execute a deed poll in such manner and with such 
consequences as are mentioned in the Lands Clauses 
Acts.

2 2 ,— (1) Where the owner retains the site or any provisions 
part thereof, no house or other building or erection as to site 
which will be dangerous or injurious to health, or which after 
will be an obstructive building within the meaning of ^
this Part of this Act, shall be erected upon the site ®
or any part thereof; and if any house, building, or 
erection is erected on the site contrary to the provisions 
of this Part of this Act the local authority may at any 
time order the owner to abate or alter the said house, 
building, or erection; and in the event of non*comph- 
ance with such order may abate or alter the same, and 
the expenses of such abatement or alteration shall be 
recoverable from the owner summarily as a civil debt;

Provided that any person aggrieved by such an 
order may appeal to quarter sessions.

(2) Where the land on which the obstructive 
building is erected is purchased by the local authority 
they shall puU down the obstructive building, or such . 
part thereof as may be obstructive within the* meaning 
of this Part of this Act, and keep as an open space the 
whole site, or such part thereof as may be required 
to be kept open for the purpose of remed3dng the nuisance 
or other evils caused by the obstructive building, 
and may, with the assent of the Minister, and upon such 
terms as the Minister may think expedient, sell such 
portion of the site as is not required for the purpose of 
carrying this Part of this Act into effect.

(3) A  local authority may, where they so think fit, 
dedicate any land acquired by them under the provisions 
of this Part of this Act relating to obstructive buildings 
as a highway or other pubhc place.

Enforcement of Provisions of Part I .

2 3 .—■(!) Where a cbmplaint is made to the Power of 
Minister—  Minister

(a) as respects any rural district, by the, council of pia^^to 
the county in which the district is situate, or enforce 
by the parish council or parish meeting of any exercise of 
parish comprised in the district, or by any Powers, 
justice of the peace acting for the district, or
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by any four or more local government electors 
in the district; or

(6) as respects any county district not being a rural 
district, by the council of the county in which 
the district is situated, or by any justice of 
the peace acting for the district, or by any four 
or more local government electors in the 
district, or

(c) as respects the area of any other local authority, 
by any justice of the peace acting for a district 
in that area, or by any four or more local 
government electors in the area—

that the local authority have failed to exercise their 
powers under this Part of this Act in eases where those 
powers ought to have been exercised, the Minister may 
cause a public local inquiry to be held.

(2) If after holding such an inquiry the Minister is 
satisfied that there has been such a failure on the part 
of the local authority, the Minister may declare the 
authority to be in default, and may make an order 
directing that authority, within a time hmited by the 
order, to carry out such works and do such other things 
as may be mentioned in the order for the purpose of 
remedying the default.

. (3) Where an order originally made under this 
section on the council of a county district is not complied 
with by that council, the Mim'ster may, if he thinks fit, 
with the consent of the county council, instead of 
enforcing that order against the council of the county 
district, make an order directing the county council to 
carry out any works or to do any other things which are 
mentioned in the original order for the purpose of 
remedying the default of the district council.

(4) Where the Minister makes an order under this 
section directing a county coancil to carry out any works 
or do any other thing, the order may, for the purpose 
of enablmg the county council to give effect to the 
order, apply any of the provisions of this Act or of

56 & 57 Viet, section sixty-three of the Local Government Act, 1894,
o. 73. -yyith such modifications or adaptations (if any) as appear 

necessary or expedient.
(5) An order made by the Minister under this

section shall be laid before both Houses of Parliament 
as soon as may be after it is m ade.. * *
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councils.

(6) An order made by the Minister under this section 
may be enforced by mandamus.

2 4 . — (1) Where it appears to the Minister that a 
local authority have failed to give effect to any order 
as respects an obstructive building, or have failed to 
cause to be made the inspection of their district required 
by this Part of this A ct, the Minister may make an 
order requiring the local authority to remedy the default 
and to carry out any works or do any other things which 
are necessary for the purpose within a time fixed by 
the order.

(2) Any order made by the IVIinister under this 
section may be enforced by mandamus.

2 5 . — (1) Where as respects any dwelling-house or Powers of 
building in a metropolitan borough or rural district, a county 
representation or complaint has been made or infor­
mation given to the council of the borough or district 
(hereinafter in this section referred to as the authority), 
or the medical officer thereof, by—

(a) the medical officer of health, sanitary inspector 
or other officer of the authority ; or

(&) any four or more local government electors of 
the borough or district; or

, (c) in the case of a rural district by the council of 
. any parish in the district

that the dwelling-house is in a state so dangerous or 
injurious to health as to be unfit for human habitation, 
or that the building is an obstructive building; Or where 
a closing order has been made as respects any dwelling- 
house, in a metropolitan borough or rural district, the 
authority shall forthwith forward to the council of the 
county in which the house or building is situate a copy 
of such representation, complaint, information, or closing 
order, and shall from time to time report to the county 
council such particulars as the county council require 
respecting any proceedings taken by the authority with 
reference to such representation, complaint, information, 
or house.

(2) Where the coimty council—
(a) are of opinion that a closing order should be 

made as respects any dweUing-house, or that 
\ an order , ought to be made for the demolition 

of any buildings forming or forming part of
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any dwelling-house as to which a closing 
order has been made, or that an order ought 
to be made for puUing down an obstructive 
building specified in any representation made 
under this Part of this A c t; and

{&) after reasonable notice, not being less than 
one month, of such opinion having been given 
in -writing to the authority, consider that 
the authority have failed to make the 
closing order, or the order for demolition, 
or to take steps for pulling down an obstruc­
tive budding—

the county councd may pass a resolution to that effect, and 
thereupon the powers of the authority as respects the 
said house and budding under this Part of this Act 
shad he vested in the county councd, and if a closing 
order or an order for demolition or for puffing down an 
obstructive budding is made, and not disallowed on 
appeal, the expenses of the county council incurred as 
respects the said house and budding, including any 
compensation paid, shad be a simple contract debt to 
the county councd from the authority.

(3) The county councd and any of their officers 
shad, for the purposes of this section, have the same 
right of admission to any premises as the authority or 
their officers have for the purpose of the execution of 
their duties under the enactments relating to pubhc 
health, and a justice may make the like order for 
enforcing such admission.

(4) The clerk of a rural district councd shall forward 
to the medical officer of health of the county a copy of 
any representation, complaint, information or closing 
order, a copy of which it is the duty of the district 
councd to forward to the county councd under this 
section.

(5) If any dispute or difference arises between the 
clerk of a district councd* and the medical officer of 
health of a county councd under this section, the 
same shall be referred to the Minister, whose decision 
shad be final and binding.

(6) If the clerk of a district councd fails to comply 
with the provisions of this section, he shad*on infor­
mation being laid by the county councd, but not
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otherwise, be Mable on summary conviction in respect 
of each offence to a fine not exceeding ten pounds.

2 6 . Where a representation is made to the Minister Inspection 
as respects any county district that the local authority by county 
have failed to exercise their powers under this Part 
this Act, the Minister may direct the county council to 
mstruct the medical officer of health of the county 
to inspect such district and to report to him as to the 
exercise of the powers aforesaid by the local authority.

Appeal 
against 
order of 
local
authority 
to quarter
sessions in
certain
cases.
42 & 43 Viet, 
c. 49.

Supplemental.

2 7 . Where under this Part of this Act there is a 
right to appeal to quarter sessions against an order of 
a local authority, no proceedings shall be taken under 
the order until after the appeal is determined or ceases 
to be prosecuted; and section thirty-one of the Summary 
Jurisdiction Act, 1879, respecting appeals from courts 
of summary jurisdiction to courts of quarter sessions 
shall apply with the necessary modifications as if the 
order of the local authority were an order of a court of 
summary jurisdiction:

Provided that—
(а) notice of appeal may be given within one

month after notice of the order of the local 
authority has been served on such person;

(б) the court shall, at the request of either party,
state the facts specially for the determina­
tion of the High Court, in which case the 
proceedings may be removed into that court.

2 8 . The provisions of the Public Health Acts, Private 
1875 to 1907, relating to private improvement expenses improve- 
and to private improvement rates shall, for the purposes
of this Part of this A ct, extend to the administrative London  ̂
county of London, and in the construction of the said 
provisions, as respects the  ̂Qounty of London, any local 
authority in the county, and as respects the City of 
London the Common Council, shall be deemed to be the 
urban authority.

2 9 . — (1) An owner of any dwelling-house who is Provisions 
not the * person in receipt of the rents and profits as to 
therebf may give notice to the local authority of his superior
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interest in the house, and thereupon the local authority 
shall give him. notice of any proceedings taken by them 
in pursuance of this Part of this Act in relation to the 
house.

(2) If it appears to a court of summary jurisdiction 
On the application of any owner of a dweUmg-house in 
respect of which a closing order has been made, or of 
an obstructive building, that owing to the default of 
any other owner of the house or building in executing 
any works required to be executed on the house, or in 
the demolition of the house or building, or in claiming 
to retain the site of the building, in pursuance of this 
Part of this A ct, the interests of the applicant will be 
prejudiced, and that it is just to make the order, the court 
may make an order empowering the applicant forthwith to 
enter on the bouse, and within the time fixed by the 
order to execute the said works, or to demolish the 
house or building, or to claim to retain the site, as the 
case may be, and where it seems to the court just so to 
do, the court may make a like order in favour of any 
other owner.

(3) A  court of summary jurisdiction may in any 
case by order enlarge the time within which a claim may 
be made to retain the site of a building.

(4) Before an order is made under this section notice 
of the application shall be given to the local authority.

3 0 .— (1) Where it is proved to the satisfaction of 
the court, on an application in accordance with rules 
of com t of any person entitled to any interest in any 
land used in whole or in part as a site for houses for 
the workhig classes, that the premises on the land are 
or are hkely to become dangerous or injurious to health 
or unfit for human habitation, and that the interests 
of the applicant are thereby prejudiced, the comt may 
make an order empowerii% the apph'cant forthwith to 
enter on the land and within the time fixed by the order 
to execute such works as may be necessary, and may 
order that any lease or agfefement for a lease held from 
the apphcant and any derivative underlease shall be 
determined, subject to such conditions, and to the 
payment of such compensation, as the court’ may think 
just.

(2) The court shall include in its order'provisions 
•to secure that the proposed works“ are carried out, and
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m ay' authorise the local authority in whose area the 
land is situated to exercise such supervision or take 
such action as may he necessary for the purpose.

(3) For the purpose of this section, “ court ”  means 
the High Court, and the Court of Chancery of the county 
palatine of Lancaster or Durham or the county court, 
where those courts respectively have jurisdiction.

3 1 . Nothing in this Part of this Act shall prejudice Saving for
or interfere with the right or remedies of any owner for remedies of 
the breach, non-observance, or non-performance of any 
covenant or contract entered into by a tenant or lessee in cOT^ant 
reference to any house in respect of which an order is ’
made by a local authority under this Part of this A c t;
and if any owner is obhged to take possession of any 
house in order to comply with any such order, the taking 
possession shall not affect his right to avail himself of any 
such breach, non-observance, or non-performance that 
may have occurred prior to his so taking possession.

3 2 . — (1) Every charge created by a charging order Provisions 
under tins Part of this Act shall be in such form as the astocharg. 
Minister may prescribe, and shall be a charge on the “ S orders; 
premises specified in the order having priority over all 
existing and future estates, interests and incumbrances,
with the exception of—

(а) quitrents and other charges incident to tenure,
tithe commutation rentcharge, and

(б) any charge on the premises created or arising
under any provision of the Public Health Acts, 
or under any provision in any local Act autho­
rising a charge for recovery of expenses incurred 
by a local authority, and

(c) any charge created under any Act authorising 
advances of public money ;

and where more charges than one are charged under this 
Part of this Act on any premises such charges shall, as 
between themselves, tak§ . order according to their * 
respective dates.

(2) A  charging order shall be conclusive evidence 
that aU notices, acts, and proceedings by this Part of 
this Act directed with reference to or consequent on the 
obtaining*of such an order, or the maldng of such a charge.
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have been duly served, done, and taken, and that the 
charge has been duly created, and that it is a valid charge 
on the premises declared to be subject thereto.

(3) Every annuity charged by any such charging 
order may be recovered by the person for the time being 
entitled to it by the same means and in the like manner 
in all respects as if it were a rentcharge granted by deed 
out of the premises by the owner thereof.

(4) The benefit of any such charge may be from 
time to time transferred in like manner as a mortgage 
or rentcharge m ay be transfei^red; and any such transfer 
may be in such form as the Minister may prescribe.

(5) Any owner of or other person interested in 
premises on which an annuity has been charged by any 
such charging order shall at any time be at liberty to 
redeem the annuity on payment to the person entitled 
to the annuity of such sum as may be agreed upon, or 
in default of agreement determined by the Minister.

(6) Every such charging order, if it relates to a 
house in Yorkshire, shall be registered in like manner 
as if the charge were made by deed by the absolute 
owner of the premises.

Representa­
tions by- 
county 
medical 
of&cer.

3 3 . A  representation from the medical officer of 
health of any county submitted to the county council 
and forwarded by that cotmcil to the local authority 
of any district in the county, not being a mtmicipal 
borough, shall, for the purposes of this Part of this 
Act, have the like effect as a representation from the 
medical officer of health of the district.

Local 
authorities 
for the 
purposes of 
Part I.

3 4 . The local authority for the purposes of this 
Part of this Act shall, save as otherwise expressly provided 
in relation to the making ajid enforcement of byelaws—

(а) as respects the City of London, be the Common
Cormcil;

* #
(б) as respects any other part of the administrative

county of London, be the metropolitan borough 
council;

(c) elsewhere, be the borough or urban or rural 
district coimcil.
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P a b T IL

I m p r o v e m e n t  a n d  R b c o n s t b d o t io n  S c h e m e s .

Improvement Schemes.

3 5 .— (1) Where an official representation is made 
to a local authority as respects any area in the district 
of the authority either—

{a) that any houses, courts, or alleys within the 
area are unfit for human habitation, or

(h) that the narrowness, closeness, and bad arrange­
ment, or the bad condition of the streets and 
houses or groups of houses within the area, or 
the want of % h t, air, ventilation, or proper 
conveniences, or any other sanitary defects, or 
one or more of such causes, are dangerous or 
injurious to the health of the inhabitants either 
of the buildings in the area or of the neighbouring 
buildings;

and that the most satisfactory method of dealing with the 
evils connected with such houses, courts, or alleys, and 
the sanitary defects in the area, is a scheme (hereinafter 
referred to as an improvement scheme) for the rearrange­
ment and reconstruction of the streets and houses within 
the area, or of some of such streets or houses, the local 
authority shall take such representation into their con­
sideration, and if satisfied of the truth thereof, and of the 
sufficiency of their resources, shall pass a resolution to 
the effect that the area is an unhealthy area and that an 
improvement scheme ought to be made in respect of the 
area, and after passing such a resolution' they shall 
forthwith proceed to make a scheme for the improve­
ment of the area.

(2) Any number of such areas may be included in 
one improvement scheme. *

(3) The provisions of this Part of this Act relating 
to improvement 
districts.

Duty of 
local
authority to 
make
scheme for 
improve­
ment of 
unhealthy 
area.

schemes^ jshall not apply to rural

3 6 .— (1) An official representation for the purposes Official 
of the preceding section shafl mean a representation made representa- 
to the local authority by the medical officer of health hons. 
of that authority, or in London made either by such 
officer or *by any medical officer of health in London.

N
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(2) A  medical officer of health, shall make such 
a representation whenever he sees cause to make the 
sam e; and if any justice of the peace acting within the 
district, or any four or more local government electors in 
the district, complain to him of the unhealthiness of any 
area within such district, it shall be the duty of the 
medical officer of health forthwith to inspect the area 
and to make a report stating the facts of the case, and 
whether in his opinion the said area or any part thereof 
is or is not an unhealthy area, and if he considers the 
case one proper for making an official representation shall 
make such a representation.

Duty of 
local
authority 
to make, 
recon­
struction 
schemes.

Reconstruction Schemes.

3 7 . In any of the following cases—

(a) where an order for the demolition of a building 
has been made in pursuance of Part I. of 
this Act and it appears to the local authority 
that it would be beneficial to the health of 
the inhabitants of the neighbouring houses if 
the area of which such building forms part 
were used for all or any of the following 
purposes,—

(i) dedicated as a highway or open 
space, or

(ii) appropriated, sold, or let for the 
erection of houses for the working classes, 
or

(iii) exchanged with other neighbouring 
land which is more suitable for the erection 
of such houses, and which on exchange 
will be approjjriated, sold, or let for such 
erection; or

ih) where it appears to the local authority that 
the closeness, narrowness, and bad arrange­
ment or bad condition of any buddings, or 
the want of light, air, ventilation, or proper 
conveniences, or any other sanitary defect 
in any buddings is dangerous or prejudicial 
to the health of the inhabitants either of the 
said buddings or of the neighbouring buddings.
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and tiiat the most satisfactory method of 
deahng with the said evils is by the demoUtion 
or the reconstruction or re-arrangement of the 
said buildings or of some of them, and that 
the area comprising those buildings and the 
yards, outhouses, and appurtenances thereof, 
and the site thereof, is too small to be dealt 
with by an improvement scheme;

the local authority shall pass a resolution to the above 
effect and direct a scheme (hereinafter referred to as a 
reconstruction scheme) to be prepared for the improve­
ment of the said area.

Provisions, as to Improvement and Reconstruction 
Schemes.

3 8 .— (1) An improvement or reconstruction scheme Requisites
of a local authority shall be accompanied by maps, forimprove-
particulars, and estimates, and—  “ “' ’  ’  reconstruc-

■ (a) may exclude any part of the area in respect of tion
which the resolution was passed or include any schemes, 
neighbouring lands, if the local authority are 
of opinion that such exclusion is expedient or 
inclusion is necessary for making their scheme 
ejfhcient; and

(6) may provide for widening any existing approaches 
to the unhealthy area or otherwise for opening 
out the same for the purposes of ventilation or 
health; and

(c) shall provide for proper sanitary arrangements; 
and

{d) m ay provide for any other matter (including the 
closing and diversion of highways) for which it 
seems expedient to make provision with a view 
to the improvement of the area or the general 
efficiency of the scheme.

(2) The scheme shall distinguish the lands proposed 
to be taken compulsorily.

(3) The scheme may also provide for the scheme or 
any part thereof being carried out and effected under the 
superintendence and control of the local authority by

N 2
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Publica­
tions of 
notices, &c.

any person having such interest in any property comprised 
in the scheme as m ay be sufficient to enable him to carry 
out and effect the same upon such ternjs and conditions 
to be embodied in the scheme as m ay be agreed upon 
between the local authority and such person.

(4) Where by or in consequence of an improvement 
or reconstruction scheme persons of the working classes in 
the area affected by the scheme will be displaced, the 
scheme shall, if the hlinister so requires (but it shall not 
otherwise be obligatory on the local authority so to 
frame their scheme), provide for the accommodation 
of such number of such persons so displaced in suitable 
dwellings to be erected in such place or places either 
within or without the limits of the same area as the 
hlinister on a report made by the officer conducting the 
local inquiry hereinafter mentioned may require.

(5) A  local authority may, for the purpose of 
providing such accommodation, appropriate any lands 
for the time being belonging to them which are suitable 
for the purpose, or m ay purchase by agreement any 
such further lands as may be convenient.

3 9 . As soon as an improvement or reconstruction 
scheme has been prepared the local authority shall 
forthwith—

(a) publish, in a newspaper circulating within the 
district of the local authority, an advertisement 
stating the fact of such a scheme having been 
made, the limits of the area comprised therein, 
and naming a place within that area or in the 
vicinity thereof where a copy of the scheme 
may be seen at all reasonable hours; and

(6) serve a notice on every owner or reputed owner,
lessee or reputed lessee, and occupier (except 
tenants for a month or a less period than a 
month) of any lands proposed to. be taken 
compulsorily, so far as such persons can reason­
ably be ascertainedf, stating that such lands 
are proposed to be taken compulsorily for the 
purpose of such a scheme, and in the case of 
any owner or reputed owner, lessee or reputed 
lessee, requiring an answer stating whether the 
person so served dissents or not in*respect of 
taking such lands.
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4 0 .— (1) Upon compliance with the foregoing pro- Confirma- 
visions with respect to the pubheation of an advertise- hon of im- 
ment and the service of notices, the local authority shall provement 
present a petition to the Minister pra3dng that an order 
may be made confirming such scheme. schemes.

(2) The petition shall be aceOmpanied by a copy 
of the scheme, and shall state the names of any owners 
or reputed owners, or lessees or reputed lessees, who have 
dissented in respect of the taking of their lands, and 
shall be supported by such evidence as the Minister may 
from time to time require.

(3) The Minister after considering the petition may 
cause a local inquiry to be held, and, if satisfied on the 
report thereon that the circumstances are such as to 
justify the making of the scheme and that the carrying 
into effect of the scheme either absolutely, or subject to 
conditions or modifications, would be beneficial to the 
health of the inhabitants of the area in question or of 
the neighbouring dwelling-houses, may by order confirm 
the scheme with or without such conditions or modifica­
tions, so however that no addition shall be made to the 
lands proposed in the scheme to be taken compulsorily.

(4) The order may incorporate the provisions of 
the Lands Clauses Acts, and for the purpose of those 
provisions this Act shall be deemed to be the q>ecial 
Act, and the local authority to be the promoters of the 
undertaking, and the land comprised in the area shall 
be acquired within three years after the date of the 
making of the order:

Provided that the amount of compensation shall, 
in case of difference, be settled by arbitration as 
hereinafter provided, and that the L a n ^  Clauses Acts as 
so incorporated shall have effect subject to the provisions 
of the Second Schedule to this Act.

(5) The order of the Minister when made shall have 
effect as if enacted in this«Act.

(6) It  shall be the duty of the local authority to 
serve a notice of any order so made in the manner and 
upon the persons in which and upon whom notices in 
respect of lands proposed to be taken compulsorily are 
requircd^y this Part of this Act to be served.
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4 1 .— (1) The Minister may make such order as he 
thinks fit in favour of any person whose lands were 
proposed by the scheme to be taken compulsorily for 
the allowance of the reasonable costs, charges and 
expenses properly incurred by him in opposing such 
scheme.

(.2) All costs, charges, and expenses incurred by the 
Minister in relation to any order under the last preceding 
section shall, to such amount as the Minister thinks 
proper to direct, and all costs, charges, and expenses 
of any person to such amount as may be allowed to 
him -by the Minister in pursuance of the aforesaid power, 
shall be deemed to be an expense incurred by the local 
authority under this Part of this Act, and shall be paid 
to the Minister and to such person respectively in such 
manner and at such times and either in one sum or 
by instalments as the Minister may order, with power 
for the Minister to direct interest to be paid at such rate 
not exceeding five pounds per centum per annum as 
the Minister may determine, upon any sum for the 
time being due in respect of such costs, charges, and 
expenses as aforesaid.

(3) Any order made by the Minister in pursuance of 
this section may be made a rule of the High Court, and 
be enforced accordingly.

Duty of 
local
authority 
to carry 
scheme 
when con­
firmed into 
execution.

Execution of Improvement and Reconstruction Schemes.

4:2.— (1) When an order confirming any improve­
ment or reconstruction scheme of a local authority has 
been made by the Minister, it shall be the duty of the 
local authority to take steps for purchasing the land 
required for the scheme, and otherwise for carrying the 
scheme into execution as soon as practicable :

Provided that the local authority shall not be 
required to acquire any leasehold interest in any property 
comprised in a scheme which can be allowed to expire 
without unduly delaying the execution of the scheme.

(2) The local authority may sell or let all or any 
part of the area comprised in the scheme to any 
purchasers or lessees for the purpose, and under the 
condition, that such purchasers or lessees will, a^ respects 
the land so purchased by or leased to them, carry the
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scheme into execution; and in particular they may 
insert in any grant or lease of any part of the area 
provisions—

(а) binding the grantee or lessee to build thereon as
in the grant or lease prescribed, and to maintain 
and repair the premises thereon; and

(б) prohibiting the division of such premises,, and
any addition to or alteration of the character 
of such premises without the consent of the 
local authority; and

(c) for the revesting of the land in the local autho­
rity, or their re-entry thereon, on breach of any 
provision in the grant or lease.

(3) The local authority may also engage with any 
body of trustees, society, or person, to carry the whole 
or any part of the scheme into effect upon such terms 
as the local authority may think expedient.

(4) The local authority shall not themselves, without 
the express approval of the Minister, undertake the re­
building of any premises or the execution of any part of 
the scheme, except that they may take down any or all 
of the premises upon the area, and clea.r the whole or any 
part thereof, and may lay out, form, pave, sewer, and 
complete all such streets upon the land purchased by 
them as they may think fit, and aU, streets so laid out 
and completed shall thenceforth be pubhc streets repair­
able by the same authority as other streets in the 
district.

(5) The local authority shall, in any grant or lease 
of any part of the area which may be appropriated by 
the scheme for the erection of dwelling-houses for the 
working classes, impose suitable conditions and restrictions 
as to the elevation, size, and design of the houses, and the 
extent of the accommodatito to be afforded thereby, and 
shall make due provision for the maintenance of proper 
sanitary arrangements.

(6) The local authority may, where they think it 
expedient so to do, without themselves acquiring the 
land, or after or subject to their acquiring any part 
thereof, contract with any persoii, being a person having 
such interest in any land comprised in the scheme as may 
be sufficient to enable him to do so, for the carrying of 
the scheme into effect by him in respect of such land.
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(7) Where any premises or any part of any premises 
purchased by the local authority in pursuance of a scheme 
are not closed by a closing order, and are occupied 
by any tenant whose contract of tenancy is for less 
than a year, the local authority, if they require him to 
give up possession of such premises or part for the 
purpose of pulling down the premises, may make to the 
.said. tenant a reasonable allowance on account of his 
expenses in removing.

4 3 . — (1) If within five years after the removal of 
any buildings on the land set aside by any improvement 
or reconstruction scheme confirmed under this Part of 
this Act as sites for dwelling-houses for the working 
classes the local authority have failed to sell or let the 
land for the purposes prescribed by the scheme, or have 
failed to make arrangements for the erection of such 
houses, the Minister may order the land to be sold.

(2) The order shall require the land to be sold by 
public auction or public tender, with full power to fix a 
reserve price, subject to the conditions imposed by the 
scheme and to any modifications thereof which may be 
made in pursuance of this Part of this Act, and to a 
special condition on the part of the purchaser to erect 
upon the land houses for the working classes in accord­
ance with plans to be approved by the local authority, 
and subject to such other reservations and regulations 
as the Minister may deem necessary.

4 4 . The Minister, on the application of the local 
authority, and on its being proved to his satisfaction 
that an improvement can be made in the details of any 
improvement or reconstruction scheme confirmed under 
this Part of this A ct, may permit the local authority to 
modify any part of the scheme either by the abandonment 
of any part thereof which it may appear inexpedient 
to carry into execution, or*by amending or adding to 
the scheme in matters of detail in such manner as appears 
to him expedient, but any part of the scheme respecting 
the pi’ovision of dwelling-houSes for the working classes, 
when so modified, shall be such as might have been 
inserted in the original scheme.

Extinction 4 5 . Upon the purchase by the local authority of any 
of rights land required for the purpose of carrying into Effect any 
o way and improvement or reconstruction scheme under‘this* Part

Power of 
Minister 
to modify 
confirmed 
scheme.
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of this Act, all rights of way, rights of laying down or of other 
continuing any pipes, sewers, or drains on, tlxrough, or o®se“ents. 
under such lands, or part thereof, and all other rights 
or easements in or relating to such lands, or any part 
thereof, shall, save as hereinafter provided, be extin* 
guished, and aU the soil of such ways, and the property 
in the pipes. Sewers, or dr£tins, shall vest in the local 
authority, subject to this provision, that compensation 
shall be paid by the local authority to any persons or 
bodies of persons proved to have sustained loss by this 
section, and such compensation shall be determined 
under and in accordance with the Acquisition of Land 9 & lo 
(Assessment of Compensation) Act, 1919 : Geo. 5. c.57.

Provided that any such scheme may, with the consent 
of the person or body of persons entitled to any such 
right or easement, provide for any exceptions, restrictions, 
or modifications in the appUcation of this section to that 
right or easement, and this section shall take effect 
subject to any such exceptions, restrictions, or 
modifications.

Provisions as to Compensation.

4 6 .— (1) Where land included in any improvement Provisions 
or reconstruction scheme made under this Part of this to asscss- 
Act or the corresponding provisions of any Act repealed 
by this Act (other than land included in such a scheme 
only for the purpose of making the scheme efficient and 
not on account of the sanitary condition of the premises 
thereon or of those premises being dangerous or pre­
judicial to health) is acquired compulsorily, the compen­
sation to be paid for the land, including any buildings 
thereon, shall be the value at the time the valuation is 
made of the land as a site cleared of buildings and 
available for development io^ccordance with the require­
ments of the building byelaws for the time being in force 
in the district;

Provided that, if in the opinion of the Minist0r it is 
necessary that provision should be made by the scheme 
for the re-housing of persons of the working classes on the 
land or part thereof when cleared, or that the land or a 
part thereof when cleared should be laid out as an open 
space, the. compensation payable to all persons interested 
in any land included in the scheme (other than as
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Provisions 
as to 
licensed 
premises 
included in 
schemes.

aforesaid) for their respective interests therein shall be 
reduced by an amount ascertained as follows :—

(a) the value of the whole of the land included in the 
scheme shall first be ascertained on the basis of 
its value as a cleared site available for develop­
ment in accordance with the requirements of 
the building byelaws in force in the district;

(5) the value of the whole of the said land shall next 
be ascertained on the basis of its value as a 
cleared site subject to the requirements of the 
scheme as to the provision to be made for the 
re-housing of persons of the working classes or 
the laying out of open spaces on the land or any 
part thereof;

(c) the difference between the amounts ascertained
under paragraphs (a) and (b) shall then be 
computed;

(d) the amount by which the compensation payable 
for the respective interests in the land to which 
the foregoing provisions of this section apply, 
as ascertained in accordance with the principle 
laid down in those provisions, is to be reduced 
shall be a fraction thereof equal to the amount 
arrived at under paragraph (c) when divided by 
the amount arrived at under paragraph (a).

(2) Subject as aforesaid, the compensation to be paid 
for .such land shall be assessed in accordance with the 
Acquisition of Land (Assessment of Compensation) Act, 
1919.

(3) In the case of land and premises included in 
an improvement or reconstruction scheme only for the 
purpose of making the scheme efficient and not on account 
of the sanitary condition of the premises thereon, or of 
those premises being dangerous or prejudicial to health, 
the compensation to be paid shall be assessed in accord­
ance with the rules contained in Part I. of the First 
Schedule to this Act.

47. Where the land included in an improvement 
or reconstruction scheme, whether made before or after 
the passing of this Act, comprises premises in respect 
of which an old on-licence is in force, the following 
provisions shall have effect:—-

(1) The local authority by whom the scheme is 
made may undertake that in the event of the
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renewal of the licence being refused they will 
pay to the compensation authority towards 
the compensation payable on such refusal under 
the Licensing (Consolidation) Act, 1910, such 10 Edw. 7. 
contribution as may be specified in the under- c- 24. 
taking, and any sum payable by the local 
authority in pursuance of such undertaking 
shall be treated as part of their expenses in 
carrying out the scheme :

(2) Where the local authority, acquire the premises 
in pursuance of the scheme and the local 
authority intimate to the Hcensing justices that 
they are willing to surrender the licence, the 
licensing justices may refer the matter to the 
compensation authority, and that authority, on 
being satisfied that iE the Hcence had not been 
surrendered it might properly have been dealt 
with as a redundant licence, or that when the 
proposed scheme had been carried out it would 
have become a hcence which might have been 
so dealt with, shah contribute out of the com­
pensation fund towards the compensation paid 
by the local authority in respect of the acquisi­
tion of the premises a sum not exceeding the 
compensation which would have been payable 
under the Licensing (Consohdation) Act, 1910, 
on the refusal of the renewal of the Hcence.

Enforcement of Provisions of Part JJ.

48.—(1) Where in any district complaint has been Inquiry by 
made to a medical officer of health of the unhealthiness of Minister on 
any area within that district by any person or persons oi
competent under the foregoing provisions of this Part êdicar ° 
of this Act to make such a.complaint, and the medical officer, 
officer of health has failed to inspect such area or to 
make an official representation with respect thereto, or . 
has made a report to the egect that in his opinion the 
area is not an unhealthy area, the complainant or com­
plainants, as the case may be, or any four or more local 
government electors in the district, may apply to the 
Minister, and the Minister may appoint any inspector 
or officer ,of the Ministry of Health or other person 
employed by him to inspect the area, and to make 
representation to him stating the facts of the case, and
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whether, in his opinion, the. area or any part thereof is 
or is not an unhealthy area.

The representation so made shall be transmitted by 
the Minister to the local authority, and if it states that 
the area is an unhealthy area the local authority shall, 
proceed therein in the same manner as if it were an 
official representation made to that authority.

(2) The IMinister shall make such order as to the 
costs of the inqtiiry as he may think just, with power to 
require the whole or any part of such costs to be paid by 
the appellants where tho person appointed to make the 
inspection is of opinion that the area is not an unhealthy 
area, and to declare the whole or any part of such costs 
to be payable by the local authority where he is of opinion 
that the area or any part thereof is an unhealthy area.

(3) Any order made by the Minister in pursuance of 
this section may be made a rule of the High Court, and 
be enforced accordingly.

4 9 . Where a representation is made to the Minister 
as respects any county district that the local authority 
have failed to exercise their powers under this Part of 
this A ct, the Minister may direct the county council to 
instruct the medical officer of health of the county to 
inspect the district and to make a report to the Minister 
as to the exercise of the powers aforesaid by the local 
authority.

5 0 . — (1) Where an official representation is made to 
the local authority with a view to their passing a resolu 
tion in favour of an improvement scheme, and they faii 
to pass any resolution in relation to such representation, 
or pass a resolution to the effect that they will not proceed 
with such scheme, the local authority shall, as soon as 
possible, send a copy of the official representation, 
accompanied by their reasons for not acting upon it, 
to the Minister, and, upon tffe receipt thereof, the Minister 
m ay direct a local inquiry to be held, and a report to be 
made to him with respect to the correctness of the official 
representation made to th5 local authority, and any 
matters connected therewith on which the Minister may 
desire to be informed.

(2) If, on the report made to the Minister on an 
inquiry directed by him under this section, he,is satisfied 
that a scheme ought to have been made for the improve­
ment of the area to which the inquiry relates, or of some
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part thereof, he may, if he thinks fit, order the local 
authority to make either an improvement or a recon­
struction scheme as he may think fit, and to do all 
things necessary under this Act for carrying into execution 
the scheme so made, and the local authority shall 
accordingly make a scheme or direct a scheme to be 
prepared as if they had passed the resolution required 
under this Part of this Act in relation to the scheme 
in question, and do all things necessary under this Act 
for carrying the scheme into effect.

(3) Any such order of the Minister may be enforced 
by mandamus.

51. —(1) Where it appears to the Minister that a 
local authority have failed to perform their duty undef 
this Act of carrying out any scheme made under this 
Part of this Act, the Minister may make an order 
requiring the local authority to remedy the default and 
to carry out any works or do any other things which are 
necessary for the purpose under this Act within a time 
fixed by the order.

(2) Any order made by the Minister under this section 
may be enforced by mandamus.

52. —(1) Without prejudice to any other powers for Power of 
enforcing the provisions of this Part of this Act, where the Minister 
Minister is satisfied that any area within the district of ^
a local authority is an area in respect of which the local °
authority ought to exercise their powers under this Part 
of this Act, the Minister may by order require the local 
authority to make either an improvement scheme or a 
reconstruction scheme under this Part of tliis Act for the 
improvement of that area and to do all things necessary 
under this Act for carrying into execution the scheme 
so made.

(2) If the local authoaty fail within such time as 
may be prescribed by the order to make an improve­
ment or reconstruction scheme to the satisfaction of 
the Minister, and to carr̂ jj the scheme into execution, 
the Minister may either by order empower the county 
council to make and carry out a s^eme, or himself 
make and take such steps as may be necessary to carry 
out a scheme.

(3) Where the Minister makes an order under this 
sectioA, the order may, for the purpose of enabling the
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county council to give effect to the order, apply any of 
the provisions of this Act or section sixty-three of the 
Local Government Act, 1894, with such modifications 
and adaptations as appear necessary or expedient:

Provided that the local authority shall be entitled 
to appeal to the Minister if, in their opinion, the 
amount of the expenses which the county council 
require them to defray or propose to charge against 
their district is excessive or unreasonable, or against 
any refusal by a county council to make an order 
under the said section sixty-three vesting in the local 
authority aU or any of the powers, duties, property, 
debts, and habilities of the county council in relation to 
the powers transferred to them, and upon any such appeal 
the Minister may make such order as he may deem just, 
and an order so made shall be binding on the county 
council and the local authority.

(3) Where the Minister himself makes and carries 
out a scheme, he shall for that purpose have, all the powers 
of a local authority under this Part of this Act, and this 
Act shall, with the necessary modifications and adapta­
tions, apply accordingly; and any expenses incurred by 
the Minister in the exercise of such powers as aforesaid 
shall in the first instance be paid out of moneys provided 
by Parhament; but the amount certified by the Minister 
to have been so expended and to be properly payable by 
the local authority shall, on demand, be paid to the 
Minister by the local authority, and shall be recoverable 
as a debt due to the Crown.

Power to
authorise
superior
landlord to
enter and
execute
works.

Supplemental.

5 3 .— (1) Where it is proved to the satisfaction of 
the Court, on an application in accordance with rules of 
court of any person entitled to any interest in any land 
used in whole or in part as a ^te for dwelling-houses for the 
working classes, that the apphcant should be entrusted 
with the carrying out of a scheme of improvement or 
reconstruction approved by*the local authority of the 
district in which the land is situate, the court may make 
an order empowering the apphcant forthwith to enter on 
the land and within the time fixed by the order to execute 
such works as m ay be necessary, and may order that 
any lease or agreement for a lease held from ’ the apph- 
eant and any derivative underlease shall be determined,
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subject to such conditions and to the payment of such 
compensation as the court may think just.

(2) The court shall include ia its order provisions to 
secure that the proposed works are carried out and may 
authorise the local authority in whose area the land is 
situated or which has approved a scheme of improvement 
or reconstruction under this section, to exercise such 
super-vision or take such action as may be necessary for 
the purpose.

(3) For the purposes of this section “ court ” means 
the High Court, and the Court of Chancery of the county 
palatine of Lancaster or Durham or the county court, 
where those courts respectively have jurisdiction.

54. Where a local authority have passed a resolu­
tion that an improvement or reconstruction scheme 
ought to be made in respect of any area, the local 
authority may, with the consent of and subject to any 
conditions hnposed by the Minister, acquire by agree­
ment any lands included within the area, notwithstanding 
that the scheme may not at the time of acquisition have 
been made by the local authority Or con&med by the 
Minister.

55. In the case of an improvement scheme prepared 
by the London County Council under this Part of this 
Act or the corresponding provisions of any Act repealed 
by this Act, where for the purpose of improving or 
adding to the area included in the scheme the council 
find it expedient to acquire any additional land adjoining 
the area, it shall be lawful for the council, with the 
consent of the Minister, to purchase such additional 
land by agreement.

Power to 
acquire in 
advance 
lands in 
areas pro­
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inclusion in 
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56.—(1) The local authority for the purposes of Local autho 
this Part of this Act, shall—

(a) as respects the city*of London, be the Common of :̂ rt II.
Council •,

(b) as respects any ot̂ er part of the administrative
county of London, be both the London County
Council and the metropolitan borough council ;

(c) elsewhere, be the borough or district council:
Provided that a rural district council shall not be 

a local authority for the purposes of the provisions of 
this Part of this Act relating to improvement schemes.
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and that as respects the county of London the provisions
hereinafter contained shall have effect for determining
whether in any particular case the London County
Council or the metropoKtan borough council shall be
the local authority to act in the matter.«/

(2) Where an official representation or proposed 
scheme relates to not more than ten houses, the metro­
politan borough council, to the exclusion of the London 
County Council, shall be the local authority, and accord­
ingly where an official representation relating to not 
more than ten houses is made to the London County 
Council, the county council shall direct the medical 
officer of health to make representations to the council 
of the metropolitan borough in which the houses are 
situate, and it shall thereupon be the duty of the borough 
council to deal vdth the case by means of an improvement 
or reconstruction scheme in manner provided by this 
Part of this Act.

(3) Where in relation to any area— •
(а) an official representation has been made, or 

proposals for a reconstruction scheme have 
been submitted, to the London County 
Council in relation to any area, and that 
council resolve that the case is not one of 
general importance to the county of London 
and should be dealt with by the metropolitan 
borough council in which the area is situate; 
or

(б) an official representation has been made, or 
proposals for a reconstruction scheme have 
been submitted, to a metropolitan borough 
council, and that council resolve that the 
case is one of such general importance to 
the county of London that it should be 
dealt with by the London County Council:

the county council or borough council, as the case may 
be, may submit the resolution to the Minister, and 
thereupon the Minister may* appoint an arbitrator and 
direct him to hold a local inquiry.

The arbitrator shah, hold such an inquiry and report 
to the Minister as to whether having regard to the size 
of the area and the number of houses to be dealt with, 
the position, structure and sanita,ry conditibn of the 
houses and of the neighbomhood thereof, the case is
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wholly or partially, of any and of what importance to 
the county of London; and the arbitraW  shall have 
power to report that in the event of the case being 
dealt with by the London County Council the metropolitan 
borough council ought to make a contribution with 
respect to the expenses of dealing with the case, or, as 
the case may be, that in the event of the case being dealt 
with by the metropolitan borough council, the London 
County Council ought to make a contribution with 
respect to the expenses of dealing with the case.

The Minister, after considering the report of the 
arbitrator, may decide that the case shall be dealt with 
either by the London County Council or by the metro- 
pohtan borough council, and whether any and what 
contribution should be made by the one coimcil to the 
other, and the medical officer of health, or other proper 
officer, shall forthwith make the representation necessary 
for the case to be dealt with in accordance with such 
decision.

(4) The London County Council and the Common 
Council of the City of London m ay at any time enter 
into an agreement for carrying out any improvement 
scheme for the purposes of this Part of this A ct, and for 
the apportionment of the expenses incurred in carrying 
out the scheme.

Part III.
Provision of Houses for the Working Classes.

General Powers o f Local Authorities.

5 7 . - ( l )  A  local authority m ay provide housing Provision of 
accommodation for the working classes—  housing

(a) by the erection of dwelling-houses on any land dSi*OT™or 
acquired or appropriated by them ; working

(5) by the conversion of any buildings into dwelling- classes.
houses for the working classes;

(c) by acquiring houses*suitable for the purpose;
{d) by altering, enlarging, repairing, or improving 

any houses or buddings on land acquired as a 
site for the erection of dwelling-houses for the 
T^orking classes, or any other houses an estate or 
interest wherein has been acquired by the local 
authority.

0
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Purposes 
for which 
land may 
be acquired 
by a local 
authority.

Except where the local authority is a rural district 
council, any such powers as aforesaid may, for supplying 
the needs of the district, be exercised outside the district 
of the local authority.,

(2) The local authority may alter, enlarge, repair or 
improve any house so erected, converted, or acquired, 
and may fit out, furnish and supply any such house 
with all requisite furniture, fittings, and conveniences.

(3) A  local authority may for the purposes of this 
Part of this Act, exercise the same powers, whether of 
contract or otherwise, as in the execution of their duties 
under the Public Health Acts, or, in the case of the 
London County Council, under the Metropolis Manage­
ment Acts, 1855 to 1893, or, in the ease of the Common 
Council of the City of London, under the City of London 
(Sewers) Acts, 1848 to 1897.

(4) Eor the purpose of this Part of this Act 
“  provision of housing accommodation ”  includes the 
provision of lodging-houses, and separate houses or 
cottages containing one or several tenements, and, in the 
case of a cottage, a cottage with a garden of not more 
than one acre.

5 8 .— (1) A  local authority shall have power under 
this Part of this A ct—

(a) to acquire any land, including any houses or 
other buildings thereon, as a site for the erection 
of dwelling-houses for the working classes;

(&) to acquire any estate or interest in any houses 
which may be made suitable as dwelling-houses 
for the working classes, together with any lands 
occupied with such houses;

(c) to acquire land for the purpose of—
(i) the lease or sale of the land, under the 

powers conferred bylbhis Act, with a view to the 
erection thereon of dwelling-houses for the working
classes by persons other than the local authority;

•
(ii) the lease or sale under the powers con­

ferred by this A ct of any part of the land acquired 
with a view to the use thereof for purposes which 
in the opinion of the local authority are necessary 
or desirable for or incidental to the development 
of the land as a building estate, including the 
provision, maintenance, and improvement of
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houses and gardens, factories, workshops, places 
of worship, places of recreation, and other 
works or buildings for or for the convenience of 
persons belonging to the working classes and other 
persons.

(2) Subject to the consent of the Minister and to 
such conditions as he may prescribe, a local authority 
may, for the purposes of this Part of this Act, acquire 
by agreement (but not otherwise), or contract for a lease 
to them of, dtvelling-houses suitable for the working 
classes, whether built at the date of the contract or 
intended to be built thereafter.

(3) A  local authority may, with the consent of and 
subject to any conditions imposed by the Minister, 
acquire land by agreement (but not otherwise) for the 
purposes of this Part of this A ct, notwithstanding that 
the land is not immediately required for those purposes.

5 9 .— (1) Where a local authority have acquired or Powers of 
appropriated any. land for the purposes of this Part of dealing 
tMs Act, then, without prejudice to any of their other with land 
powers imder this Act, the authority may—  acquired.

(a) lay out and construct public streets or roads and 
open spaces on the land;

(&) with the consent of the Minister sell or lease the 
land or part thereof to any person for the purpose 
and under the condition that that person will 
erect and maintain thereon such number of 
dwelling-houses suitable for the working classes 
as may be fixed by the local authority in accord­
ance with plans approved by them, and when 
necessary will lay out and construct public 
streets or roads and open spaces on the land, 
or will use the land for purposes which, in the 
opinion of the local authority, are necessary 
or desirable for or incidental-to the develop­
ment of the land as a building estate in 
accordance with plans approved by the local 
authority, including the provision, mainten­
ance, and improvement of houses and gardens, 
factories, workshops, places of worship, places 
of recreation and other works or buildings for, 
or for the convenience of, persons belonging to 
the working classes and other persons;

(c) -with the consent of the Minister , sell the land or 
exchange it for land better adapted for those 

O 2
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purposes, either with or without paying or 
receiving any money for equality of exchange;

{d) with the consent of the Minister sell or lease any 
houses on the land ’or erected by them on the 
land, subject to such covenants and conditions 
as they may think fit to impose either in regard 
to the maintenance of the houses as dwelling- 
houses for the working classes or otherwise 
in regard to the use of the houses, and upon 
any such sale they may, if they think fit, agree 
to the price being paid by instalments or to a 
payment of part thereof being secured by a 
mortgage of the premises.

(2) Where a local authority under this section seU 
or lease land, the local authority may contribute towards 
the expenses o f the development of the land and the 
laying out and construction of streets thereon, subject 
to the condition that the streets are dedicated to the 
public.

(3) Land and houses sold or leased under the pro­
visions of this section shall be sold or leased at the best 
price or for the best rent that can reasonably be obtained, 
having regard to any condition imposed, and any capital 
money received in respect of any transaction under this 
section shall be applied in or towards the purchase of 
other land for the purposes of this Part of this Act, or 
with the consent of the Minister to any purpose, including 
the repayment of borrowed money, to which capital 
money may be properly applied.

(4) For the purposes of this section, “ sale ” includes 
sale in consideration of a chief rent, rentcharge or 
other similar periodical payment, and “ sell ” has a 
corresponding meaning.

Duty of 
local
autjfority 
to prepare 
housing
schemes.

Schemes for the provision of Houses for the 
W  or king Classes.

6 0 .— (1) It shall be the duty of every local 
authority to consider the neSds of their area with respect 
to the provision of housing accommodation for the 
working classes, and as often as occasion arises, or within 
three months after notice has been given to them by the 
Minister, to prepare and submit to the Minister a scheme 
for the exercise of their powers under this Part of this 
A ct .

    
 



1925. Housing Act, 1925. Ch . 14. 213

(2) A scheme under this section shall specify—
(а) the approximate number and the nature of

the houses to be provided by the local 
authority;

(б) the approximate quantity of land to be
acquired and the localities in which land is to 
be acquired;

(c) the average number of houses per acre;
{d) the time within which the scheme or any part 

thereof is to be carried into effect; 
and the scheme may contain such incidental, conse­
quential and supplemental provisions (includiiig pro­
visions as to the subsequent variation of the scheme) as 
may appear necessary or proper for the purpose of the 
scheme.

(3) The Minister may approve any such scheme or 
any part thereof without modification or subject to such 
modifications as he may think fit, and the scheme or 
part thereof when so approved shall be binding on the 
local authority; but if the Minister considers the scheme 
inadequate he may refuse to approve the scheme and 
require the authority to prepare and submit to him an 
adequate scheme within such time as he may fix, or he 
may approve the scheme or part thereof subject to the 
condition that the authority prepare and submit to him 
a further scheme within such time as he may fix :

Provided that local authorities in preparing, and the 
Minister in approving, any scheme shall take into account, 
and so far as possible preserve, existing erections of archi­
tectural, historic, or artistic interest, and shall have 
regard to the natural amenities of the locality, and, in 
order to secure that the houses proposed to be built 
under the scheme shall be of a suitable architecture and 
that the natural amenities of the locality shall not be 
unnecessarily injured, the Minister m ay, in any case 
where it appears to him that the character of the locality 
renders such a course expedient, require as a condition 
of his approval the employment by the local authority of 
an arclutect to be selected from a panel of architects 
nominated for the purpose by the Royal Institute of 
British Architects.

(4) Before the Minister finally approves a scheme, 
the local authority shall furnish to him estimates of the 
cost of the scheme and of the rents expected to be derived 
from the houses provided under the scheme.
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(5) If the Minister considers as respects any local 
authority that an occasion for the preparation of a new 
scheme has arisen, he shall giv̂ e notice to that efEect to 
the local authority, and thereupon such an occasion shall 
be deemed to have arisen.

(6) Where the local authorities concerned or the 
Minister are of opinion that a scheme should be made 
affecting the areas of two or more local authorities, such 
a scheme shall be prepared by the local authorities jointly 
and the local authority of each area to which any part 
of any such joint scheme applies may, or, if the Minister 
after giving the local authority an opportimity of being 
heard so directs, shall carry out that part of the joint 
scheme, and for the purposes of this subsection “  local 
authority ” shall, in any case where the Minister consents 
and subject to any conditions which he may prescribe, 
include a county council.

(7) Local authorities in preparing, and the Muiister 
in approving, schemes shall make inquiry respecting and 
take into account any proposals by other bodies and 
persons to provide housing accommodation.

6 1 . It shall be the duty of a local authority on 
which obligations are imposed by any such scheme to 
carry that scheme into effect within such time as may 
be specified in the scheme or witliin such further time 
as may be allowed by the Minister.

Execution 6 2 . Where any such scheme is being carried into
of works, effect by a local authority outside their own area, that 

authority shall, subject to the approval of the Minister, 
have power to execute any works which are necessary 
for the purposes, or are incidental to the carrying out, 
of the scheme, subject to entering into agreements with 
the council of the county or district in which the 
scheme is being carried out as to the terms and condi­
tions on which any such wopks are to be executed.

Duty of 
local
authority 
to carry 
out scheme.

authority 
outside its 
own area.

Acquisition and apjpropriation o f Land.

Power to 6 3 . Land for the purposes of this Part of this Act
acquire land jnay be acquired by a local authority by agreement in 

manner as if those purposes were purposes of the 
Public Health A ct, 1875, and sections one hundred 
and seventy-five to one hundred and seveni^y-eight of 
that A ct, so far as they relate to the purchase of land 
by agreement, shall apply accordingly, and shall for the
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purposes of this Part of this Act extend to London in 
like manner as if the Common Council of the City of 
London, the London County Council and a metropolitan 
borough council respectively were a local authority in 
the said sections mentioned.

6 4 . A  local authority maj^ be authorised to pur- Power to 
chase land compulsorily for the purposes of this Part acquire land 
of this Act, by means of an order submitted to the °oinpul- 
Minister and confirmed by him in accordance with the 
Third Schedule to this A c t:

Provided that nothing in this Act shall authorise 
the compulsory acquisition for the purposes of this Part 
of this Act of any land which is the property of any 
local authority or has been acquired by any corporation 
or company for the purposes of a railway, dock, canal, 
water, or other pubhc undertaking, or which at the 
date of the order forms part of any park, garden, or 
pleasure ground, or is otherwise required for the amenity 
or convenience of any house.

6 5 . A  local authority may, with the consent of 
the Minister, appropriate, for the purposes of this Part 
of this Act, any houses or land which may be for the 
time being vested in them, or at their disposal, subject 
as respects land vested in them for educational purposes 
to the provisions of section one hundred and fourteen of 
the Education Act, 1921.

6 6 . — (1) The trustees of any dwelling-houses for the 
working classes for the time being provided in any district 
by private subscriptions or otherwise, may, with the 
consent of a majority of the committee or other persons 
by whom they were appointed trustees, sell or lease the 
houses to the local authority of the district, or make over 
to them the management thereof.

(2) The Commissioners of Woods may under and 
in accordance wdth the prCvisions of the Crown Lands 
Acts, 1829 to 1906, sell or let to a local authority for the 
purposes of this Part of this Act any part of the land 
described on the duplicfbte plans which have been 
deposited with the Clerk of Parliaments and the Clerk 
of the House of Commons, notwithstanding that such 
land may be part or parcel of a royal park, if the 
Minister, after holding a local inquiry, is satisfied that the 
acquisition of the land by the local authority for such 
purposes as aforesaid is desirable in the national interest.

Power to
appropriate
land.

11 & 12 
Geo. 5. e. 51.
Power of 
trustees,
&c., to sell 
land to 
local
authority*
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Manage­
ment vested 
in local 
authority.

Byelaws for 
regulation 
of bouses.

38 & 39 Viet, 
c. 55.
64 & 55 Viet, 
0. 76.

4 & 5 Geo. 5. 
c. 58.

Management of Houses provided hy Local Authority.

6 7 . — (1) The general management, regulation, and 
control of the dwelling-houses provided by a local 
authority under this Part of this Act or any Act repealed 
by this Act shall be vested in and exercised by the local 
authority.

(2) The local authority may make* such reasonable 
charges for the tenancy or occupation of the dwelling- 
houses so provided as they may by regulations determine.

6 8 . — (1) The local authority may make byelaws for 
the management, use, and regulation of dwelling-houses 
provided by them.

(2) The local authority shall as respects lodging- 
houses provided by them (that is to say, houses not 
occupied as separate dwellings) by byelaws, make sufficient 
provision for the following purposes:—

(а) for securing that the lodging houses shall be under
the management and control of the officers, 
servants, or others appointed or emploj’̂ ed in 
that behalf by the local authority;

(б) for securing the due separation at night of men
and boys above eight years old from women 
and girls;

(c) for preventing damage, disturbance, interruption,
and indecent and offensive language and be- 
havioiu’ and nuisances;

(d) for determining the duties of the officers, servants
and others appointed by the local authority;

and a printed copy or sufficient abstract of the byelaws 
relating to lodging-houses shall be put up and at all 
times kept in every room therein.

(3) The provisions of sections one hundred and 
eighty-two to one hundred Snd eighty-six of the Public 
Health Act, 1875, or of section one hundred and fourteen 
of the Public Health (London) Act, 1891, as the case 
may be, shall apply to byeljt-ws under this section.

(4) Any fine for the breach of any such byelaw 
shall be recoverable summarily and shall (subject to the 
provisions of section five of the Criminal Justice 
Administration Act, 1914), be paid to the credit of the 
fund or rate out of which the expenses of this Part of 
this Act are defrayed.
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6 9 . A  dwelling-house provided in any district Inspection 
under this Part of this Act or any Act repealed by this houses. 
Act shall be at aU times open to the inspection of the 
local authority of that district or of any ofificer from 
time to time authorised by such authority.

Provision of Houses hy Public Utility Societies and 
other Persons.

7 0 . - ( l )  A  local authority within the meaning of Powers ol 
this Part of this Act, or a county council, may promote promoting 
the formation or extension of, or, subject to the pro- 
visions of this Act, assist, a public utility society whose 
objects include the erection, improvement, or manage- societies, 
ment of dwelling-houses for the working classes.

(2) Where such a society is desirous of erecting 
dwelling-houses for the working classes, which in the 
opinion of the Minister are required, and the local 
authority of the area in which the houses are proposed 
to be built are unwilling to acquire land with a view 
to selling or leasing the same to the society, the county 
council, on the application of the society, may for 
this purpose acquire land and exercise all the powers 
of a local authority under this Part of this A ct in 
regard to the acquisition and disposal of land, and the 
provisions of this Part of this Act as to the acquisition 
of land by local authorities shall apply accordingly.

(3) Any such local authority or county council with 
the consent of, and subject to any regulations or condi­
tions which may be made or imposed by, the Minister, 
may, for the assistance of such a society—

(а) make grants or loans to the society;
(б) subscribe for any share or loan capital of the

society;
(c) guarantee or join in guaranteeing the payment of 

interest on money borrowed by the society or of 
any share or loan capital issued by the society,

on such terms and conditions as to rate of interest and 
repayment or otherwise and on such security as the 
local authority or council think fit, and notwithstanding 
the provisions of section four of the Industrial and 56&57Viot. 
Provident, Societies Act, 1893, where a local authority or c. 39. 
county council assist such a society under this sub­
section, the local authority or council shall not be
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Powers to 
companies, 
<fec., to pro­
vide houses 
for working 
classes.

Power of 
county 
councils, &c. 
to provide 
houses for 
their
employees.

Power of 
Minister on 
complaint 
to enforce 
exercise of 
powers.

prevented from having or claiming an interest in the 
shares of the society exceeding two hundred pounds.

7 1 . Any railway company, or dock or harbour 
company or any other company, society, or association 
established for trading or manufacturing purposes in the 
course of whose business or in the discharge of whose 
duties persons of the working class are employed, may 
and are hereby (notwithstanding any Act of Parhament, 
or charter, or any rule of law or equity to the contrary) 
authorised at' any time to erect, either on their own land 
or on any other land (which they are hereby authorised 
to purchase and hold for the purpose and to pay for 
out of any funds at their disposal), houses for the 
accommodation of all or any of the persons of the working 
class employed by them.

7 2 . — (1) A  county council shall have power to 
provide dweUing-houses for persons in the employment 
of or paid by the council or a statutory committee 
thereof, and for that pmpose a county council may be 
authorised to acquire or appropriate land in like mamier 
as a local authority may be authorised to acquire or 
appropriate land for the purposes of this Part of this Act.

(2) This section shall apply to an asylums board 
as it applies to county councils.

Enforcement of Provisions of Part I I I .
7 3 . — (1) Where a complaint is made to the 

Minister—
(а) as respects any rural district by the council of

the county in which the district is situate, or 
by the parish council or parish meeting of any 
parish comprised in the district, or by any 
justice of the peace acting for the district or 
by any four or more local government electors 
in the district; or

(б) as respects any county district, not being a
rural district, by the council of the county in 
which the district is situated, or by any 
justice of the peace hcting for the district or by 
any four or more local government electors in 
the district; or

(c) as respects the area of any other local authority 
by any justice of the peace acting for the’ 
area or by any four or more local government 
electors in the area;
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that the local authority have failed to exercise their 
powers under this Part of this Act in cases where those 
powers ought to have been exercised, the Minister may 
cause a public local inquiry to be held, and if, after 
holding such an inquiry, the Minister is satisfied that 
there has been such a failure on the part of the local 
authority, he may declare the authority to be in default, 
and may make an order directing that authority within 
a time limited by the order, to carry out such works and 
do such other things as may be mentioned in the order 
for the purpose of remedying the default.

(2) Before deciding that a local authority have 
failed to exercise their powers under this Part of this 
Act, the Minister shall take into consideration the neces­
sity for further accommodation for the housing of the 
working classes in the district, the probability that the 
required accommodation wilt not be otherwise provided, 
and the other circumstances of the case, and whether, 
having regard to the liability which will be incurred by 
the rates, it is prudent for the local authority to under­
take the provision of such accommodation.

(3) Where an order originally made under this 
section on the council of a county district is not complied 
with by that council, the Minister may, i£ he thinks fit, 
with the consent of the county council, instead of 
enforcing that order against the council of the county 
district, make an order directing the county council to 
carry out any works or do any other things which are 
mentioned in the original order for the purpose of 
remedying the default of the district council.

(4) Where the Minister makes an order under this 
section directing a county council to carry out any works 
or do any other thing, the order may, for the purpose of 
enabling the coimty council to give effect to the order, 
apply any of the provisions of this Act or of section 
sixty-three of the Local Government Act, 1894, with 
such modifications or adaptations (if any) as appear 
necessary or expedient.

(5) An order made by the Minister under this 
section shall be laid before both Houses of Parliament
as soon as may be after it is made.

>

(6) Any order made by the Minister under this 
section may be enforced by mandamus.
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Power to 
authorise 
county 
council to 
act in place 
of local 
authority.

74.-(l) Where the Minister is satisfied that a 
local authority have failed or are not prepared to fulfil 
their obhgations as to the preparation of schemes under 
this Part of this Act, or their obhgations under any such 
scheme, or that for any other reason it is desirable that 
any such obhgation should be performed by the county 
council instead of by the local authority, the JVIinister, 
after considering the circumstances of the case and 
giving the local authority and the county council an 
opportunity of being heard, may, if he thinks fit, by 
order, transfer to. the council of the county in which 
the district of the local authority is comprised the 
obhgation to prepare and carry out a scheme, or to 
carry out in whole or in part the provisions of a scheme 
prepared by the local authority.

(2) Where the Minister makes an order under this 
section, the order may, for the purpose of enabling the 
county council to give effect to the order, apply any of 
the provisions of this A ct or section sixty-three of the 
Local Government Act, 1894, with such modifications 
and adaptations as appear necessary or expedient:

ProArided that the local authority shall be entitled 
to appeal to the IMinister, if, in their opinion, the amount 
of the expenses which the county council require them 
to defray or propose to charge against their district is 
excessive or unreasonable, or against any refusal by a 
county council to make an order under the said section 
sixty-three vesting in the local authority all or any of 
the powers, duties, property, debts, and habilities of 
the county council in relation to the powers transferred 
to them, and upon any such appeal the Minister may 
make such order as he may deem just, and an order so 
made shall bo binding on the coimty coimcil and the 
local authority.

(3) This section shall apply m ca,ses where a joint 
scheme has been, or in the opinion of the Minister ought 
to be, prepared with the substitution of references to 
the local authorities concerned and their districts for 
references to the local authority and the district of the 
local authority.

Power of 75.-(l) \Vhere the Minister is satisfied that a local
Minister to authority, or, in cases where any powers or dqties of a 
act in place local authority have been transferred to a county council 
of the local g^ch council, or, in cases where a joint scheme has been,
authority . *
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or in the opinion of the Minister should be prepared, 
the local authorities concerned have failed to fulfil their 
obligations as to the preparation of schemes under this 
Part of this Act or their obligations under any such 
schemes, the Minister may after considering the circum­
stances of the case, and after giving the local authority, 
authorities, or coimty council an opportunity of being 
heard, himself prepare and carry out a scheme or take 
such steps as may be necessary to carry out any scheme 
prepared by the local authority or council, or by two or 
more local authorities jointly, and shall for that purpose 
have all the powers of a local authority under this Part 
of this Act, and this Act shall, with the necessary 
modifications and adaptations, apply accordingly.

(2) Any expenses incurred by the Minister in the 
exercise of such powers as aforesaid shall in the first 
instance be paid out of moneys provided by Parliament, 
but the amount certified by the Minister to have been 
so expended, and to bo properly payable by a local 
authority, shall on demand be paid to the Minister by 
the local authority and shall be recoverable as a debt 
due to the Crown.

7 6 . Where a complaint is made to the council Power of
of a county by the parish council or parish meeting of county 
any parish comprised in any rural district in the county, ^
or by any justice of the peace acting for that district default of 
or by any four or more local government electors in that rural dis- 
district that the rural district council have failed to trict council 
exercise their powers under this Part of this Act in
cases where those powers ought to have been exercised, 
the county council may cause a public local inquiry to 
be held, and if, after holding such an inquiry, the county 
council are satisfied that the rural district council has 
so failed, the county council may resolve that the 
powers of the district coqncil for the purpose of this 
Part of this Act be transferred to the county coxincU 
with respect either to the whole district or to any parish 
in the district, and thos^ powers shah be transferred 
accordingly, and, subject to the provisions of this Act, 
section sixty-three of the Local Government Act, 1894, 
shall apply as if the powers had been transferred under 
that Act.

7 7 , — (1) Where the council of a county are of Power of 
opinion that for any reason it is expedient that the county

council to
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council should exercise, as respects any rural district in 
the county, any of the powers of a local authority under 
this Part of this Act, the council, after givdng notice to 
the council of the district of their intention to do so, 
may apply to the Minister for an order conferring such 
powers on them.

(2) Upon such an apphcation being made, the 
Minister may make an order conferring on the county 
council, as respects the rural district, all or any of the 
powers of a local authority under this Part of this Act, 
and thereupon the provisions of this Act relating to 
those powers (including those enabhng the Public Works 
Loan Commissioners to lend, and fixing the terms for 
which money may be lent and borrowed) shall apply as 
if the council were a local authority under this Part of 
this Act.

(3) Where, under any such, order, the county 
council have executed any works in a rural district they 
may transfer the works to the council of that district 
on such terms and subject to such conditions as may be 
agreed between them.

Sale, &o., of 
land for 
housing 
purposes by 
tenants for 
life and 
corpora­
tions.

Supplemental.

7 8 , - ( l )  A  tenant for life shall have such power of 
selling, granting, exchanging and leasing land for the 
purposes of the erection thereon of dwelling-houses for the 
working classes as are conferred upon him by the Settled 
Land Acts, 1882 to 1890, as amended by any subsequent 
enactment, and capital money arising under those Acts 
may be expended on the provision of dwelling-houses 
available for the W'orking classes in the manner and 
subject to the conditions provided by those Acts as so 
amended. «-

(2) Any body corporate holding land may sell, 
exchange, or lease the land for the purpose of the erection 
of dwelling-houses for the working classes at such price, 
or for such consideration, or for such rent, as having 
regard to the said purpose and to aU the circumstances 
of the case is the best that can reasonably be obtained 
notwithstanding that a higher price, consideration, or 
rent might have been obtained if the land were sold, 
exchanged, or leased for another purpose.
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7 9 . Any commissioners of waterworks, trustees of 
waterworks, water companies, gas companies, and other 
corporations, bodies and persons having the management 
of any waterworks, reservoirs, wells, springs, or streams of 
water, and gasworks respectively, may, in their discre­
tion, grant and furnish supplies of water or gas for 
houses provided under this Part of this A ct, either 
without charge or on such other favourable terms as 
they think fit.

Power to 
water tmd 
gas coin- 
panies to 
supply 
water and 
gas to 
houses.

8 0 . — (1 ) The local authority for the purposes of Local 
this Part of this Act shall—  authority

for the
(a) as respects the City of London, be the Common purposes of 

Council; Part III.

(&) as respects any other part of the administrative 
county of London, be the London County 
Council or the metropolitan borough council as 
hereinafter provided;

(c) elsewhere be the council of the borough or urban 
or rural district.

(2) For determining whether in any case the 
London County Council, or the metropolitan borough 
cotmcil is to be the local authority for the purposes of 
this Part of this Act the following rules shall have effect—̂

(a) the London County Council shall be the local 
authority for the county, to the exclusion of 
any other authority, so far as regards the pro­
vision of any houses outside the administrative 
county of London;

{b) a metropolitan borough council shall be the local 
authority for the metropolitan borough, to the 
exclusion of any other authority, so far as 
regards the provision of houses within the 
metropolitan borough:

Provided that—
(i) nothing in this section shall prejudice or 

aflCect the rights, powers and privileges of the 
London County Coimcil in regard to any lands, 
buildings, or works acquired, provided or 
carried out by the county council before the 
thirty-first day of July, nineteen hundred and 
nineteen; and
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(ii) where tlie London County CouncU '̂ re 
satisfied that there is situate Within the . area 
of a metropolitan borough land suitable for 
development for housing, the county council, 
may submit a scheme for the approval of -the 
Minister for the development of silch land to 
meet the needs of districts situate outside the 
area of such borough, and the county council 
may carry into effect any scheme which is so 
approved, and such approval shall have the 
hke effect as if it had been given under section 
sixty of this A ct;

(r) The Minister may by order direct that any of 
the powers or duties of a metropohtan borough 

' council under this Part of this Act shall be 
transferred to the London County Council, or 
that any of the powers or duties of the London 
County Council under this Part of this Act 
shall be transferred to a metropolitan borough 
council.

(3) The London County Council and the Common 
Council of the City of London may at any time enter 
into an agreement for carrying out any scheme for the 
purpose of this Part of this Act, and for the apportion­
ment of the expenses incurred in carrying out such 
scheme.

P a b t  IV .

F i n a n c i a l  P r o v is io n s .

Expenses o f Local Authorities,

81.— (1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, all 
expenses incurred by a local authority in the execution 
of Parts I., II. and III. of this Act shall be defrayed, in 
the case of the London County Council as expenses for 
special county purposes, in the case of the Common 
Council of the City of London or of a metropohtan borough 
council as part of the general expenses of the council, 
and in any other case as part of the expenses of the 
council in the execution of the Public Health Acts.

(2) Any expenses incurred by a rural district council 
under Parts I. or II . of this Act shall be charged as special 
expenses on the contributoiy place in respect of which 
they are incurred.
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to London.

. ’ The expensea incurred by a rural 'district^council 
under'Part III. of this Act shaU be defrayed aŝ  general 
expenses, but the Minister may, on the applicatioif of 
•the council, declare that any expenses incurred, by the 
coilncil under that Part are to be levied as special e:^penses 
charged on specified contributory places, or as general 
expenses charged on specified contributory places, in the 
district, in such proportions as the council may determine, 
to the exclusion of other parts of the district:

Provided that the council shall give notice to the 
overseers of any contributory place proposed to be 
charged of any apportionment made by them under this 
section, and the overseers, if aggrieved by the apportion­
ment, may appeal to the Minister by giving notice of 
appeal to the Minister within twenty-one days after 
notice has been so given of the apportionment.

8 2 .— (1) The council of a metropolitan borough Special pro­
may, if they think fit, pay or contribute towards the visions as 
payment of any expenses incurred by the London County 
Council in carrying into effect an improvement or recon­
struction scheme made by the county council under 
Part II. of this A ct; and where the London County 
Council consider that any expenses incurred by them in 
carrying into effect such a scheme, or a contribution in 
respect of such expenses, ought to be paid or made by a 
metropolitan borough council, and the metropolitan 
borough council do not agree to pay such expenses or 
make such contribution, the London County Council 
may apply to the Minister, and the Minister, if satisfied 
that, having regard to the size of the area, to the number, 
position, structure, sanitary condition, and neighbourhood 
of the buildings to be dealt with, the metropolitan 
borough council ought to pay, or make a contribution in 
respect of, the .said expenses, the Minister may order 
such payment or contribution to be made, and the 
amount thereof shall be a simple contract debt from 
the metropolitan borough council to the county council.

(2) The London County Council may, if they think 
fit, pay or contribute to the payment of the expenses 
incurred by a metropolitan borough council carrjdng into 
effect an improvement or reconstruction scheme made 
by the borough council under Part II. of this Act, and 
if a metropolitan borough council consider that any 
expenses incurred by them in carrying into effect any such
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scheme, or a contribution in respect of those expenses, 
ought to be paid or made by the county council, and 
the county council do not agree to pay such expenses 
or make such contribution, the metropolitan borough 
council may apply to the Minister, and if the Minister 
is satisfied that, having regard to the size of the area, 
to the number, position, structure, sanitary condition, 
and neighbourhood of the buildings to be dealt with, the 
county council ought to pay or make a contribution in 
respect of tbe said expenses, he may order such payment 
or contribution to be made, and the amount thereof 
shall be a simple contract debt from the county council 
to the metropolitan borough council.

(3) Any payment or contribution agreed or ordered 
to be made under the last two foregoing subsections of this 
section may be made either by means of a payment of a 
lump sum or by means of an annual payment of such 
amount and for such number of years as may be agreed 
upon or ordered.

8 3 . All expenses under this Act of a county council 
(other than those of the London County Council when 
acting in their capacity of local authority under this 
Act) shall be defrayed as expenses for general county 
purposes, or as expenses for special county purposes as 
the case may require:

Provided that any expenses incurred by a county 
council, including the London County Council, under 
sections seventy and ninety-two of this Act shall be 
defrayed as expenses for general county purposes.

Borrowing by Local Authorities.

8 4 , — (1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, a 
local authority may borrow—

(а) for the purposes of'Part I. of tliis Act, so far as 
it relates to the execution of repairs and works 
by local authorities, and to compensation pay­
able for or in respect of obstructive buildings;

(б) for the purposes of Part II. and Part III . of this 
A c t;

(c) for the purposes of this Part of this A ct, so far 
as it authorises loans and advances by local 
authorities or the giving of any guarantee by 
the local authority.
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(2) Money so borrowed by a local authority may be 
borrowed—

(а) in the case of the London County Council in
manner provided by the London County Council 
(Finance Consolidation) Act, 1912; 2 & 3 Geo. 5.

(б) in the case of the Common Council of the City cv.
of London, under the City of London Sewers 
Acts, 1848 to 1897;

(c) in the case of a metropolitan borough copncil,
in like maimer and subject to the like conditions 
as for the purposes of the Metropolis, Manage­
ment Acts, 1855 to 1893;

(d) in any other case, in like manner and subject to
the hke conditions as for the purposes of the 
Pubhc Health Acts :

Provided that—
(i) the maximum period which may be sanctioned

as the period for which money may be 
borrowed by a local authority for the pur­
poses of this A ct shall, notwithstanding the 
provisions of any Act of Parhament, be 
eighty years; and

(ii) section one hundred and ninety of the Metro- is & 19 Yict. 
polis Management Act, 1855, shall have effect c. 120.*
as if for the reference to two pounds per cent, 
there were substituted a reference to such 
sum as win be sufficient with compound 
interest to repay the money borrowed within 
the period sanctioned in respect of the loan,

8 5 .— (1) A  county council (other than the London Borrowing 
County Council) may borrow for the purposes of this by county 
Act (other than the purposes of paragraph (c) of sub- councils, 
section (1) of section ninety-two of this Act) under 
and in accordance with section sixty-nine of the Local 51 & 52 Viet. 
Government Act, 1888; * 41.

Provided that—
(a) where the money is borrowed for the purposes of 

the provision of dwelling-houses for persons in 
the employment of, or paid by, the council, or 
a statutory committee thereof, or of acquiring 
land for such houses, or for the purposes of 

, section ninety-two of this Act, the maximum 
period for repayment shall be eighty years, and 
as respects money so borrowed eighty years 

P 2
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shall be substituted for thirty years in sub­
section (5) of the said section sixty-nine; and

(6) where the money is borrowed for the purpose 
of making grants or loans to, or subscribing 
to the capital of, a pubhc utility society imder 
Part III. of this A ct, the maximum period 
for repayment shall be fifty years, and as 
respects money so borrowed fifty years shall 
be substituted for thirty years in the said 
subsection (5).

(2) This section so far as it relates to the provision 
of dwelling-houses for employees shall apply to an 
asylums board in like manner as it apphes to a county 
council with the substitution of a reference to the 
provisions fixing the period within which such board is 
required to repay loans for the reference to subsection (6) 
of section sixty-nine of the Local Government Act, 1888.

8 6 .— (1) Where a housing scheme approved tmder 
Part III. of this Act is being carried into effect by a 
local authority outside their own area, that authority 
shall, subject to the approval of the Minister, have 
power to borrow money for the purpose of defraying 
any expenses (including, if the Treasury so approve, 
interest payable in respect of any period before the 
completion of the scheme or a period of five years from 
the date of the borrowing, whichever period is the 
shorter, on money borrowed under this section) incurred 
by the local authority in cormection with any works 
necessary for the purposes of the scheme or incidental 
to the carrying out thereof which under this Act they 
are authorised to execute:

Provided that any order of the Minister, in so far as 
it relates to the sanction of a loan under the foregoing 
provisions for the purposec of the payment of interest 
payable in respect of money borrowed, shall be pro­
visional only and shall be of no effect until confirmed by 
Parliament. r

(2) The council of any county or district in which 
a scheme is being carried out as aforesaid shall have 
power, with the approval of the Minister, to borrow 
money for the purposes of any agreement entered into 
by the council with the local authority under Part III. 
of this Act.
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8 7 . — (1) Without prejudice to any other powers of power to 
borrowing, a local authority (other than a metropolitan issue local 
borough council) or a county council may, with the bonds, 
consent of the Minister, borrow any sums which they
have power to borrow for the purposes of this Act, by 
the issue of bonds (in this Act referred to as “  local 
bonds ” ) in accordance with the provisions of this Act.

(2) The provisions set out in the Fourth Schedule 
to this Act shall have effect with respect to local bonds.

(3) Where on an apphcation made by two or more 
local authorities or county councils the Minister is 
satisfied that it is expedient that those authorities or 
councils should have power to make a joint issue of 
local bonds, the Minister may by order make such pro­
vision as appears to him necessary for the purpose, and 
any such order shall provide for the securing of the 
bonds issued upon the joint rates, property and 
revenues of the authorities or councils.

The provisions of any such order shall have effect 
as if they were contained in a Provisional Order made 
under section two hundred and seventy-nine of the 
Public Health Act, 1875, and confirmed by Parfiament.

(4) Any local authority or county council by whom 
any local bonds have been issued may, without the 
consent of the Minister, borrow for the purpose of 
redeeming those bonds.

8 8 . Money borrowed for the purposes of this Act Housing loans 
by a local authority or a county council shall not be recjroSed ̂  part 
reckoned as part of the total debt of the authority or Ltifonty/ortho 
council lor the pmposes oi any hnutation on borrowing statutory umita-
. i  °  Hon on borrow-imposed by any Act oi Parfiament. ing.

Loans by Public Warlc§ Loan Commissioners.

89.—(1) The Public Works Loan Commissioners may Loans by 
lend to any local authority or county council any money Pnblic 
which that local authority or county council have power Works 
to borrow for the purposes of making advances or n^^oners' 
fulfilling guarantees under section ninety-two of this Act. to local

(2) Where a loan is made by the Public Works Loan 
Commissioners to a local authority for the purposes of 
this Act or to a county council or asylums board for 
the purpose of the provision of dwelling-houses for
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employees or for the purposes of section ninety-two of 
this Act'—' '

(а) the loan shall be made at the minimum rate 
allowed for the time being for loans out of the 
Local Loans Fund; and

(б) if the Minister makes a recommendation to that
effect, the period for which the loan is made 
m ay exceed the period allowed under any 
eiiactment limiting the period for which loans 
m ay be made by the Commissioners, but the 
period shall not exceed the period recommended 
by the Minister nor in any case eighty years; and

(c) as between loans for different periods, the longer 
duration of the loan shall not be taken as a 
reason for fixing a higher rate of interest.

9 0 .— (1) The Pubhc Works Loan Commissioners 
may, subject as hereinafter provided, advance on loan 
to any such company, society, association, or person as 
is hereafter mentioned moneys for the purpose of con­
structing or improving or facilitating or encouraging the 
construction or improvement of dwelling-houses for the 
working classes, and, in the case of a public utility 
society, for the purchase of houses which may be made 
suitable as dwelling-houses for the working classes and 
for the purchase and development of land, and any 
such company, society, association, or person may borrow 
from the Public Works Loan Commissioners such money 
as may be required for the purposes aforesaid.

(2) The companies, societies, associations, and persons 
to whom money may be so lent and who may so borrow 
are—

(ci) any railway company or dock or harbour com­
pany, or any public utility society or any other 
company, society, or association established for 
the purpose of constructing or improving or of 
facilitating or encouraging the construction or 
improvement of dwelling-houses for the working 
classes, or for trading or manufacturing purposes, 
in the course of wh5se business, or in the dis­
charge of whose duties, persons of the working 
classes are employed; and

{h) any person entitled to any land for an estate in 
fee simple, or for any term of years absolute, 
whereof not less than fifty years shall for the 
time being remain unexpired.
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(3) Any such advance may be made whether the 
company, society, association, or person receiving the sum 
has or has not power to borrow onmiortgage or otherwise 
independently of this A c t; but nothing in this Act shall 
affect any regulation, statutory or otherwise, whereby 
any company may be restricted from borrowing until 
a definite portion of capital is subscribed for, taken, or 
paid up.

(4) The following conditions shall apply in the case
of any such advance :—  , ^

(а) The period for the repayment of the sums
advanced shall not exceed forty years:

(б) No money shall be advanced on mortgage of any
land or houses solely, unless the estate therein 
proposed to be mortgaged is either an estate 
in fee simple or an estate for a term of years 
absolute, whereof not less than fifty years are 
unexpired at the date of the advance:

(c) The money advanced on the security of a mort­
gage of any land or houses solely shall not 
exceed such proportion as is hereinafter autho­
rised, of the value, to be ascertained to the 
satisfaction of the Public Works Loan Com­
missioners, of the estate or interest in the 
land or houses proposed to be mortgaged; 
but advances may be made by instalments 
from time to time as the building of the houses 
on the land mortgaged progresses so that the 
total ad ranees do not any time exceed the 
amount aforesaid; and a mortgage may be 
accordingly made to seciue such advances so to 
be made from time to time :

Provided that, where a loan is made under this 
section to a public utility (.society for the purpose of 
carrying out a scheme for the provision of houses for 
the working classes approved by the Minister,—

(i) The maximum period for the repayment of the
loan shall be fifty instead of forty years:

(ii) Money may be lent on the mortgage of an estate 
for a term of years absolute whereof a period 
not less than ten years in'excess of the period 
fixed for the repayment of the sums advanced 
remains unexpired at the date of the loan.
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(5) TLe proportion of such value as aforesaid 
authorised—

(а) in the case of a company established for the
purpose of constructing or improving or of 
facilitating or encouraging the construction or 
improvement of dwelling-houses for the working 
classes which does not trade for profit or whose 
constitution forbids the issue of any share or 
loan capital with interest or dividend exceeding 
the rate for the time being prescribed by the 
Treasury, shall be tliree-quarters;

(6) in the case of a public utility society, shall be
two-thirds;

(c) in any other case shall be one m oiety:
Provided that, where the advance to any such company 
exceeds one moiety of such value as aforesaid, or if the 
company is a public utility society exceeds two-thirds 
thereof, the Public Works Loan Commissioners shall 
require, in addition to a mortgage of any land or 
dwelling-houses, a further security of such value as 
they may think fit.

#
(б) Ahy loan advanced by the Public W'orks Loan 

Commissioners in pursuance of this section, or to 
borrowers other than local authorities for the provision 
of labourers’ dwellings under the Pubfic W’ ôrks Loans 
Act, 1875, or any Act amending that Act, shall bear 
interest at such rate not less than three pounds two 
shillings and sixpence per centum per annum as the 
Treasury may from time to time authorise as being in 
their opinion sufficient to enable such loan to be made 
without loss to the Exchequer.

(7) For the purpose of constructing or improving or 
facfiitating or encouraging the construction or improve­
ment of dwelling-houses for the working classes, every 
such company, society, or  ̂ association as aforesaid is 
hereby authorised to purchase, take, and hold land, 
and if not already a body corporate shall, for the purpose 
of holding land acquired under this section or the 
corresponding provision of any Act repealed by this Act 
and of suing and being sued in respect thereof, be 
nevertheless deemed a body corporate with perpetual 
succession.

(8) A pubfic utility society shall have power, not­
withstanding anything in its rules or constitution
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prohibiting the payment of any interest on loan capital 
at a rate exceeding six per centum per annum, to raise 
money on loan at a rate of interest not exceeding the 
rate of interest for the time being prescribed by the 
Treasury for the piirposes of this Act with respect to 
public utility societies.

Loans by Local Authorities for provision of Houses.

91.—(1) Where the owner of a house or building Loans by 
applies to the local authority for the purposes of Part III. local autho- 
of this Act of the district in which the house or building 
is situated for assistance for the purpose of carrying out ij-ov^ent 
works for the reconstruction, enlargement, or improve- of housing 
ment thereof, and the local authority are of opinion accommoda- 
that after the works are carried out the house or building tion. 
would be in all respects fit for habitation as a dwelling- 
house or as houses for the workmg classes, and that the 
circumstances of the district in regard to housing accom­
modation are such as to make it desirable that the works 
should be carried out, the local authority may lend to the 
OAvner the whole or any part of such sum as may be 
necessary to defray the cost of the works, and any 
costs, charges, or expenses incidental thereto :

Provided that the loan shall not exceed one half of 
the estimated value of the property mortgaged, unless 
some additional or collateral security is given sufficient 
to secure the excess.

(2) Before the works are commenced, fuU particulars 
of the works and, where required by the local authority, 
plans and speciBcations thereof shall be submitted to the 
local authority for their approval, and before any loan 
is made the authority shall satisfy themselves that the 
works in respect of which the loan is to be made have 
been carried out in a satisfactory and efficient manner.

(3) Por the purpose of this section “  owner ” means 
any person whose interest, or any number of persons 
whose combined interests, constitute either an estate of 
fee simple in possession, or, in the case of copyhold land, 
a similar estate, or a leasehold interest in possession for 
a term of years absolute whereof a period of not less 
than ten years in excess of the period fixed for the repay­
ment of the loan remains unexpired at the date of the 
loan.
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9 2 .— (1) A  local authority for the purposes of 
Part III  of this Act, or a county council, may, subject 
to such conditions as may be approved by the Minister—

{a) advance money, subject to the provisions herein­
after contained, to persons or bodies of 
persons—

(i) constructing or altering or undertaking 
to construct or alter houses ; or

(ii) acquiring or undertaking to acquire 
houses the construction of which was begun 
after the twenty-fifth day of April, nineteen 
hundred and twenty-three;

whether Such houses are within or without the 
area of the authority or council;

(6) undertake to guarantee the repayment to a 
society incorporated under the Building 
Societies Acts, 1874 to 1894, or the industrial 
and Provident Societies Acts, 1893 to 1913, of 
any advances, with interest thereon, made by 
the society to any of its members for the 
purpose of enabling them to build houses or 
acquire houses the construction of which was 
commenced after the twenty-fifth day of April, 
nineteen hundred and twenty-three, whether 
such houses are within or without the area of 
the authority or council;

(c) in the case of the conversion of a house 
into two or more separate and self-contained 
flats, undertake that, if the aggregate rateable 
value of the flats exceeds the rateable value of 
the house before conversion, they wfil, during 
such period not e:^ceeding twenty years as is 
specified in the undertaking, refund to the 
person by whom the rates on any such flat are 
payable the whole or any part of the difference 
between the rates paid by him and the rates 
which would be payable were the rateable value 
of the flat reduced by such an amount that the 
reduced value would bear to the rateable value 
the same proportion as the rateable value of 
the house before conversion bears to the 
aggregate rateable value of the flats.
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(2) The local authority or county council before 
granting any such assistance shall satisfy themselves that 
the houses or flats in respect of which assistance is to be 
given, will, when the building, alteration or conversion 
has been completed, be in all respects fit for human 
habitation, and in particular that the superficial area of 
any such house or flat will not be less than—

(а) in the ease of a two-storied house six hundred
and twenty superflcial feet; or

(б) in the case of a structurally separate and self-
contained flat or a one-storied house flve 
hundred and fifty superficial feet;

those measurements being calculated in accordance with 
the rules made by the Minister:

Provided that, if the authority or council in any 
particular case satisfy the Minister that, having regard 
to special circumstances existing in their area, there is a 
need for houses of smaller dimensions, the minimum 
measurement may be reduced, as respects such limited 
number of houses for that area and subject to such 
conditions as the Minister may determine, in the case of 
a two-storied house to five hundred and seventy, and in 
the case of a flat or a one-storied house to five hundred, 
superficial feet.

(3) Any such advance as aforesaid shall be subject 
to the following conditions:—

(а) The advance with interest thereon shall be 
secured by mortgage, and the advance shall not 
exceed ninety per cent of the value of the interest 
of the mortgagor in the property, and the mort­
gage deed may provide for repayment being 
made either by instalments of principal or by an 
annuity of principal and interest combined, so, 
however, that in the event of any of the 
conditions subject to which the advance is made 
not being complied with, the balance for the 
time being unpaid shall become repayable on 
demand by the local authority or council; and

(б) the advance may be made by instalments from
time to time as the building or alteration of 
the house progresses, so, however, that the total
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of the advance does not at any time before the 
completion of the house exceed fifty per cent of 
the value of the work done up to that time on 
the construction or on works incidental to the 
construction of the house, including the value ■ 
of the interest of the mortgagor in the site 
thereof; and

(c) the advance shall not be made except after a 
valuation duly made on behalf of the authority 
or council; and

\d) where the interest upon which the advance is to 
be made is a leasehold interest, no advance 
shall be made unless that interest is a term of 
years absolute whereof a period of not less than 
ten years in excess of the period fixed for the 
repayment of the advance remains unexpired 
at the date of the advance.

(4) An advance or guarantee under this section shall 
jiot be made or given if the estimated value of the fee 
simple in possession free from incumbrances of the house 
in respect of which the advance or guarantee is to be 
made or given exceeds fifteen hundred pounds, but such 
an advance or guarantee may be made or given in 
addition to assistance given by the local authority under 
any other A ct in respect of the same house.

In the case of an advance for the construction of one 
or more structurally separate and self-contained flats, the 
estimated value for the purposes of the foregoing 
limitation shall as respects any flat be the estimated 
value of the flat.

(5) In the application of this section to the county 
of London, the London County Council shall be 
the local authority to the exclusion of any other local 
authority.

Loans by 9 3 . Where a housing, scheme approved under
local autho- Part III. of this Act is being carried into effect by a local

executing 
scheme 
outside its
own area.

authority outside their own area, that authority shall, 
subject to the approval of the IVIinister, have power to 
advance to the council of any county or district in which 
the scheme is being carried out such sums as may by 
reason of any agreement made with that council under
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that Part be required by that council in connection with 
the construction by the council of any works which are 
necessary for the purposes, or are incidental to the 
carrying out of the scheme.

9 4 . A  county council may lend to any local autho- Power of 
rity within their area any money which that authority county 
have power to borrow for the purposes of this Act, councils to 
subject to any conditions (including conditions with leud to local 
respect to the borrowing by a local authority from the 
county council of the money so raised), which the 
Minister may by general or special order impose.

Supplemental.

9 5 . — (1) Separate accounts shall be kept by a Accounts 
local authority and their ofi&cers of their receipts and and audit, 
expenditure under Part I ., Part II ., and Part III. of
this Act respectively.

(2) Such accounts shall be audited in the like manner 
and with the like power to the officer auditing the same, 
and with the like incidents and consequences, as the 
accounts of the local authority are for the time being 
required to be audited by law.

(3) Where land acquired by a council under 
Part III. of this Act is appropriated for the purpose of 
re-housing persons displaced by the council under the 
powers of any other Part of this Act or of any other 
enactment, the receipts and expenditure in respect of 
that land (including all costs in respect of the acquisition 
and laying out of the land) and of any buildings erected 
thereon, may be treated as receipts and expenditure 
under that Part or enactment, but shall be accounted 
for under a separate head.

9 6 . The proceeds of the sale of any land acquired Application 
by a local authority for any of the purposes of this Act of purchase 
shall be applied for any purpose, including repayment “ o^ey.
of borrowed money, for which capital money may be 
applied, and which is approved by the Minister.

9 7 . A  local authority for the purposes of Part III. Subscription* 
of this Act may, subject to the approval of the Minister, authorities 
contribute to the expenses of any local savings com- *o local 
mittee established for their area or any part of their STtcco.*’”” ' 
area.
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G e n e r a l .

Re-housing hy UndertaTcers.
9 8 . Where under the powers given by any local 

Act or Provisional Order or Order having the efect of 
an Act, any land is acquired, whether compulsorily or by 
agreement, by any authority, company or person, or 
where any land is so acquired compulsorily under any 
general A ct, other than this Act or any Act repealed 
by this A ct, the provisions set out in the Fifth Schedule 
to this Act shall apply with respect to the provision of 
housing accommodation for persons of the working 
classes.

Provisions as to Building Byelaws, chc.
9 9 . — (1) Where in pursuance of a housing scheme 

to which this section applies new buildings are con­
structed, or public streets and roads are laid out and 
constructed, in accordance with plans and specifications 
approved by the Minister, the provisions of any building 
byelaws shall not apply to the new buildings and new 
streets constructed and laid out in pursuance of the 
scheme so far as those provisions are inconsistent with 
the plans and specifications approved by the Minister, 
and, notwithstanding the provisions of any other Act, 
any public street or road laid out and constructed in 
accordance with such plans and specifications may be 
taken over and thereafter maintained by the local 
authority:

Provided that, as regards the administrative county 
of London, the Minister shall not approve any plans 
and specifications inconsistent with the provisions of any 
building byelaws in force in the county except after 
consultation with the London County Council on the 
general question of the relaxation of such provisions in 
connexion with housing schemes.

(2) Where the Minister has approved plans and 
specifications which in certain respects are inconsistent 
with the provisions of any building byelaws in force in 
the district in which the works are to be executed, any 
proposals for the erection therein of houses and the 
laying out and construction of new streets which do not 
form part of a housing scheme to which this section 
applies may, notwithstanding those provisions, be carried
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out if the local authority are, or, on appeal the Minister 
is, satisfied that they will involve departures from such 
provisions only to the like extent as in the case of the 
plans and specifications so approved, and that, where 
such plaus and specifications have been approved subject 
to any conditions, the like conditions will be complied 
with in the case of proposals to which this subsection 
applies:

Provided that, in the application of this shbsection 
to the administrative county of London, the expression 
“ local authority ” means the London County Council 
with respect to the matters within their jurisdiction and 
the Common Council of the City of London or the council 
of a metropolitan borough (as the case may be) with 
respect to other matters.

(3) The housing schemes to which this section 
applies are schemes made by a local authority or county 
council under this A ct, or by a public utility society 
or housing trust, and approved by the Minister.

1 0 0 .— (1) For the purpose of facilitating the erection Provisions 
of dwelling-houses, the Minister may prescribe a code of to byê  
building byelaws relating to the level, width, and con- 
struction of new streets, but no such code shall have 
effect unless and until adopted by resolution of a local 
authority; and where such code or any part thereof is 
so adopted it shall not be necessary for the local autho­
rity to comply with the requirements of section one 
hundred and eighty-four of the Public Health Act, 1875, 38 & 39 Viet, 
or, if the byelaws are made under a local Act, the corres- c. 55. 
ponding provisions of that Act, and the code or such 
part thereof shall have fuU force and effect as part of 
the byelaws of the local authority in substitution for 
such of the existing byelaws of the authority as may be 
specified in the resolution. ^

(2) Where a local authority have approved any 
plans and sections for a new street, subject to any 
conditions imposed or authorised by any byelaws in force 
in the area of that authority, those conditions may be 
enforced at any time by the authority against the owner 
for the tune beiilg of the land to which the conditions 
relate.

(3) Where, as respects the area of any local authority, 
matters relating to the level, width and construction of
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new streets are regulated by a local Act and not by 
byelaws, and the local authority pass a resolution 
adopting the said code or any part thereof, the code or 
such part as aforesaid shall have full force and effect as 
if it formed part of the local Act in substitution for such 
provisions of the local Act as may be specified in the 
resolution.

(4) Before a resolution is passed under this section, 
notice of the proposed resolution shall be pubhshed in 
one or more newspapers in circulation in the district, 
and when such a resolution has been passed the local 
authority shall, within seven days thereafter, send a 
copy of the resolution to the Minister.

(5) For the purpose of facUitating the erection of 
dwelfing-houses v'ithin the administrative county of 
London, the London County Council may, with the 
consent of the Minister, suspend, alter, or relax the 
provisions of any enactment or byelaw relating to 
the formation or laying out of new streets, or the 
construction of sewers or of buildings intended for 
human habitation; but save as provided in this sub­
section this section shall not apply to the administrative 
county of London-

1 0 1 . — (1) If the Minister is satisfied, by local in­
quiry or otherwise, that the erection of any buildings 
within any borough or urban or rural district is or is 
likely to be unreasonably impeded in consequence of any 
byelaws with respect to new streets or buildings in force 
therein, the Minister may require the local authority to 
revoke such byelaws or to make such new byelaws as 
he may consider necessary for the removal of the 
impediment.

(2) If the local authority do not within three months 
after such requisition comply therewith, the Minister may 
himself revoke such byelaws, and make such new bye­
laws as he may consider necessary for the removal of 
the impediment, and such new byelaws shall have effect 
as if they had been duly made by the local authority 
and confu’med by the Minister,

1 0 2 . Where it is proved to the satisfaction of the 
county court on an application by the local authority 
or any person interested in a house that, owing to changes 
in the character of the neighbourhood in which the
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house is situate, the house cannot readily be let as a into several 
single tenement but could readily be let for occupation tenements, 
if converted into two or more tenements, and that, by 
reason of the provisions of the lease or of any restrictive 
covenant affecting the house or otherwise, such con­
version is prohibited or restricted, the court, after giving 
any person interested an opportunity of being heard, 
may vary the terms of the. lease or other instrument 
imposing the prohibition or restriction so as to enable 
the house to be so converted subject to such conditions 
and. upon such terms as the court may think just.

Jtestrictions on Acquisition of certain Lands.

1 0 3 .— (1) Where any scheme or order under this Provisions 
Act authorises the acquisition or appropriation to any as to 
other purpose of any land forming part of any common, commons 
open space, or allotment, the scheme or order, so far as 
it relates to the acquisition or appropriation of such land, 
shall be provisional only, and shall not have effect unless 
and. until it is confirmed by Parliament, except where 
the scheme or order provides for giving in exchange for 
such land other land, not being less in area, certified by 
the Minister after consultation with the Minister of 
Agriculture and Fisheries to. be equally advantageous to 
the persons, if any, entitled to commonable or other 
rights and to the public.

(2) Before giving any such certificate, the Minister 
shall give public notice of the proposed exchange, and 
shall afford opportunities to afi persons interested to 
make representations and objections in relation thereto, 
and shall, ff necessary, hold a local inquiry on the subject.

(3) Where any such scheme or order authorises such 
an exchange, the scheme or order shall provide for vesting 
the land given in exchange In the persons in whom the 
common or open space was vested, subject to the same 
rights, trusts, and incidents as attached to the common 
or open space, and for discharging the part of the common, 
open space, or allotment acquired or appropriated from 
all rights, trusts, and incidents to which it was previously 
subject.

(4) For the purposes of this Act the expression 
“ common ” includes any land subject to be enclosed 
under the Inclosme Acts, 1845 to 1882, and any town

Q
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or village green; the expression “  open space ”  moans 
any land laid out as a public garden or used for the 
purposes of public recreation, and any disused burial 
ground; and the expression “ allotm ent”  means any 
allotment set out as a fuel allotment or a field garden 
allotment under an Inclosure Act.

1 0 4 . — (1) Where any land proposed to be included 
in any scheme or order to be made under this Act, or 
any land proposed to be acquired under this Act, is 
situate within the prescribed distance from any of the 
royal palaces or parks, the local authority shah, before 
preparing the scheme or order or acquiring the land, 
communicate with the Commissioners of Works, and the 
Minister shaU, before confirming the scheme or order or 
authorising the acquisition of the land or the raising of 
any loan for the purpose, take into consideration any 
recommendations they may have received from the 
Commissioners of Works with reference to the proposal.

(2) For the purposes of this section “ prescribed” 
means prescribed by regulations made by the JVIinister 
after consultation with the Commissioners of Works.

1 0 5 . Nothing in this Act shall authorise the 
acquisition for the pmposes of this Act of any land 
which is the site of an ancient monument or other object 
of archaeological interest.

Power of 
entry on 
land
acquired.

8 & 9 Viet, 
c. 18.

Special Powers and Duties o f Local Authorities^

1 0 6 .— (1) Where a local authority are by an order 
confirming a scheme under Part II. of this Act, or by an 
order made and confirmed under Part III. of this Act, 
authorised to purchase land compulsorily for the pur­
poses of the scheme or of Part III. of this A ct, then, at 
any time after notice to treat has been served, the local 
authority may, after giving to the owner and occupier 
of the land such notice as is hereinafter mentioned, enter 
on and take possession of the land or such part thereof 
as is specified m the notice without previous consent or 
compliance with sections eighty-four to ninety of the 
Lands Clauses (Consolidation) Act, 1845, but subject to 
the payment of the like compensation for the land of 
which possession is taken, and interest on the compen­
sation awarded, as would have been payable if those 
provisions had been comphed with.
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(2) Where a local authority have agreed to purchase 
land for the purposes of a scheme under Part II. of this 
Act or for the purposes of Part III, of this Act, or have 
determined to appropriate land for either of those purposes, 
subject to the interest of the person in possession thereof, 
and that interest is not greater than that of a tenant 
for a year or from year to year, then, at any time after 
such agreement has been made, or such appropriation 
has been approved by the Minister, the local authority 
may, After giving to the person so in possession such 
notice as is hereinafter mentioned, enter on and take 
possession of the land or such part thereof as is specified 
in the notice without previous consent, but subject to the 
payment to the person so in possession of the like com­
pensation, with such interest thereon as aforesaid, as if 
the local authority had been authorised to purchase the 
land compulsorily and such person had in pursuance of 
such power been required to quit possession before the 
expiration of his term or interest in the land, but without 
the necessity of compliance with sections eighty-four to 
ninety of the Lands Clauses (Consohdation) Act, 1845.

(3) The length of notice required to be given under 
the foregoing provisions of this section shall—

(a) in the case of land purchased for the purposes
of a scheme under Part II. of this Act, be not 
less than twenty-eight days; and

(b) in the case of land purchased for the purposes of
Part III. of this Act, be not less than fourteen 
days.

1 0 7 ,— (1) Any power of the local authority under Powers in 
this Act, or under any scheme made in pursuance of this connection 
Act, to provide housing accommodation, shall include 
a power to provide and maintain with the consent of houses, 
the Minister and, if desired, jointly with any other 
person, in connection with any such housing accom­
modation, any building adapted for use as a shop, any 
recreation groimds, or other buildhigs or land which 
in the opinion of the Minister will serve a beneficial 
propose in connection with the requirements of the 
persons for whom the housing accommodation is pro­
vided.

(2) The Minister may, in giving his consent to the 
provision of any land or building under this section, 
by order apply, with any necessary modifications, to

Q 2
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feucli land or building any statutory prol^isions tvhich 
would have been applicable thereto if the land or 
building had been provided under any enactment giving 
any local authority powers for the purpose.

1 0 8 . —~ {1 )  A  local authority or a county council may, 
notwithstanding anything in section three hundred and 
twenty-seven or section tm ee hundred and thirty-two of 
the Public Health Act, 1875, but subject to the pro­
visions of section fifty-two of that Act, be authorised to 
abstract water from any river, stream or lake, or the 
feeders thereof, whether within or without the district 
of the local authority or the county, for the purpose of 
affording a water supply for houses provided or to be 
provided under a scheme made under this Act or any 
enactment repealed by this Act, and to do all such acts 
as may be necessary for affording a water supply to 
such houses, subject to a prior obligation of affording a 
sufficient supply of water to any houses or agricultural 
holdings or other premises that may be deprived thereof 
by reason of such abstraction, in like manner and subject 
to the like restrictions as they may be authorised to 
acquire land for the purposes of the scheme;

Provided that no local authority or county council 
shall be authorised under this section to abstract any 
water which any local authority, corporation, company, 
or person are empowered by A ct of Parliament to 
impound, take, or use for the purpose of supply within 
any area, or any water the abstraction of which would, 
in the opinion of the Minister, injuriously affect the 
working or management of any canal or inland navi­
gation.
I' (2) A ny expenses incurred by a local authority 
under this section-in connection with any houses provided 
or to be provided under a scheme shall be treated as 
part of the expenses of carrying out that scheme.

Provisions 1 0 9 . — (1) Where a housing scheme to which this
as to housing section applies has been carried into effect by a local 
schemes authority outside their own area, and for the purposes of 

the scheme public streets or roads have been constructed 
and completed by that local authority, the liability to 
maintain the streets or roads shall vest in the council 
of the borough or district in which the scheme was 
carried out, unless that council are, or on appeal the 
Minister is, satisfied that the streets or roads have not

outside area 
of local 
authority.
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been properly constructed in accordance with the plans 
and specifications approved by the Minister.

(2) Where such a scheme has been carried out by 
a local authority outside their own area, and a habi­
tation certificate from the couhcil of the borough or 
district in which the houses are situate is in that 
borough or district required under any local Act or 
byelaw, such a certificate shall not be necessary in 
respect of any houses provided under the scheme 
which were constructed in accordance with plans and 
specifications approved by the Minister.

(3) Where a scheme to which this section applies 
has been carried out, whether before or after the passing 
of this Act, by the London County Council within the 
area of a metropolitan borough, the hability to maintain 
the streets or roads shall vest in the council of that 
metropohtan borough, unless that council are, or on 
appeal the Minister is, satisfied that the streets or roads 
have not been properly cOnstinicted in accordance with 
plans and specifications approved by the Minister.

(4) The schemes to which this section apphes are 
housing schemes made and approved under Part III. 
of this Act, or the corresponding provision of any 
enactments repealed by this Act, and re-housing schemes 
in connection with a scheme made under Part II. of 
this Act or the corresponding provisions of any enact­
ments repealed by this Act, whether such housing or 
re-housing schemes have been carried out before the 
passing of this Act or are carried out thereafter.

1 1 0 .  Where a local authority have sold land 
acquired by them under this Act, or any enactment 
repealed by this Act, and the purchaser of the land 
has entered into a covenant with the local authority 
concerning the land, the a^uthority shall have power to 
enforce the covenant against the persons deriving title 
under that pmchaser, notwithstanding that the authority 
are not in possession of or interested in any land for 
the benefit of which the covenant was entered into, in 
like manner and to the like extent as if they had been 
possessed of or interested in such land.

1 1 1 . - ( l )  A  local authority acting under this Act Power of 
may appoint a committee consisting of so many local autho- 
persons as they may think fit, for any purposes of "tyto

Power of 
local autho­
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owner for 
the time 
being of 
land.    
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-appoint this Act whicli in the opinion of such authority 
cammittees. would be better regulated and managed by means of a 

committee:

Provided that a committee so appointed shall consist 
as to a majority of its members of members of the appoint­
ing local authority, and shall in no case be authorised to 
borrow any money, or to make any rate, and shall be 
subject to any regulations and restrictions which may be 
imposed by the authority that formed it.

(2) In the case of a county council other than the 
London County Council all matters relating to the 
exercise and performance by the council of their powers 
and duties under this Act (except the power of raising 
a rate or borrowing money) shall stand referred to the 
pubhc health and housing committee of the council, and 
the council, before exercising any such powers, shall, 
unless in their opinion the matter is mgent, receive and 
consider the report of the public health and housing 
committee with respect to the matter in question, and 
the council may also delegate to the public health and 
housing committee, with or without, restrictions or con­
ditions as they think fit, any of their powers under this 
Act, except the power of raising a rate or borrowing 
money and except any power of resolving that the 
powers of a district council m default should be transferred 
to the council.

Joint action 
by local 
authorities.

Sale and 
disposal of 
land and 
houses.

1 1 2 . Where, upon an application made by one of 
the local authorities concerned, the Minister is satisfied 
that it is expedient that any local authorities should act 
jointly for any purposes of this Act, either generally or 
in any special case, the Minister may by order make 
provision for the purpose, and any provisions so made 
shall have the same effect as if they were contained in a 
Provisional Order made under section two hundred and 
seventy-nine of the Public dlealth Act, 1875, for the 
formation of a united district and confirmed by Parlia­
ment.

1 1 3 . Notwithstanding anything contained in this 
Act, it shall not be obligatory upon a local authority to 
sell and dispose of any lands or houses acquired or 
constructed by them for any of the purposes of this Act 
or any enactment repealed by this Act unless ordered to 
do so by the Minister in exercise of any powers conferred 
on him by this Act.
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1 1 4 . A  local authority may accept a donation of Donations 
land or money or other property for any of the purposes for housing 
of this Act, and it shall not be necessary to enrol any t
assurance with respect to any such property under the  ̂ '
Mortmain and Charitable Uses Act, 1888.

Powers o f the Minister.

1 1 5 .— (1) The procedure on any appeal to the Appeals to 
Minister under this Act, including costs, shall be such Minister, 
as the Minister may by rules determine, and on any 
such appeal the Minister may make such order in the 
matter as he thinks equitable, and any orders so made 
shall be binding and conclusive on all parties, and, where 
the appeal is against any notice, order, or appbrtionmeilt 
given or made by a local authority, the notice, order, 
or apportionment may be confirmed, varied, or quashed 
as the Minister thinks ju st:

Provided that—
(а) the Minister may at any stage of the proceedings

on appeal’ and shall, if so directed by the High 
Court, state in the form of a special case for , 
the opinion of the court any question of law 
arising in the course of an appeal; and

(б) the rules shall provide that the Minister shall
not dismiss any appeal withotit having first 
held a pubUc local inquiry, unless the appellant 
fails to prosecute his appeal with due diligence.

(2) Any notice, order, or apportionment as respects 
which an appeal to the Minister is given under this Act 
shall not become operative, until either the time within 
which an appeal can be made under this Act has elapsed 
without an appeal being made, or, in case an appeal is 
made, the appeal is deterihined or abandoned, and no 
work shall be done or proceedings taken under any such 
notice, order, or apportionment, until it becomes 
operative.

(3) The Minister may, before considering any appeal 
which may be made to him under this Act, require the 
appellant to deposit such sum to cover the costs of the 
appeal as may be fixed by the rules made by him with 
reference to appeals.
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1 1 6 .— (1) For the purposes of the execution of his 
inquiries. powers and duties under this A ct, the Minister may cause 

such local inquiries to be held as he may think fit, and the 
costs incurred in relation to any such local inquiry 
(including the remuneration of any person employed 
by the Minister for the purpose of the inquiry), 
shall be paid by the local authorities and persons 
concerned in the inquiry, or by such of them and in 
such proportions as the Minister may direct, and the 
Minister m ay certify the amount of the costs incurred, 
and any sum so certified and directed by the Minister 
to be paid by any local authority or person shall be a 
debt to the Grown from such local authority or person.

(2) Sections two hundred and ninety-three to two 
hundred and ninety-six and section two hundred and 
ninety-eight of the Public Health Act, 1875, shall apply 
for the purpose of any order to be made by the Minister 
or any local inquiry which he may cause to be held in 
pursuance of any Part of this Act.

Power o f 117. If it appears to the Minister that owing to
M ^ter to density of population, or any other reason, it is exponent 
report on ^  inquire into the circumstances of any area with a view 
any crowded ^  determining whether any powers under this Act should 
area. be put into force in that area or not, the Minister may

require the local authority to make a report to him* 
containing such particulars as to the population of the 
district and other matters as he may direct, and the 
local authority shall comply with the requirement of the 
Minister, and any expenses incurred by them in so doing 
shall be paid as expenses incurred in the execution of 
such Part of this Act as the Minister may determine.

118. The Minister may make arrangements with 
any other Government Department for the exercise and 
performance by that Department of any of his powers 
and duties under this Act which in his opinion could be 
more conveniently so exercised and performed, and in 
such case the Department and officers of the Department 
shall have the same powers and duties as are by this Act 
conferred on the Minister and his officers.

Arrange­
ments
between the 
Minister 
and other 
Depart­
ments.

Notices, Orders, dec.

Service of 1 1 9 . Any notice, summons, writ or other proceeding
notices, &c., q j .  otherwise required to  be served on a local
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authority in reiation to carrying into effect the objects on local 
or purposes of this Act, or any of them, m ay be served authorities, 
upon that authority by delivering it to their clerk, or 
leaving it at his office with some person employed there, 
or sending it by post in a registered letter addressed 
to that authority or their clerk at the office of that 
authority.

by local 
authorities.

120. — (1) An order in writing made by a local Orders, 
authority under this Act shall be under their seal and 
authenticated by the signature of their elOTk or his 
lawful deputy.

(2) A  notice, demand, or other written document 
proceeding from the local authority under this Act shall 
be signed by their clerk or his lawful deputy.

1 2 1 . — (1 ) Subject to the foregoing provisions as to -Service of 
the service of notices, summonses, writs and other pro- other 
ceedings at law or otherwise on local authorities, any *^otices, &c. 
notice, order, or other document required or authorised
to be served under this Act may be served either—

(a) by delivering it to the person on whom it is to be 
served; or

(5) by leaving it at the usual or last-known place of 
abode of that person ; or

(c) by forwarding it by post in a pre-paid registered 
letter addressed to that person at his usual or 
last-known place of abode, or in the case of an 
incorporated company or registered society 
addressed to the secretary of the company or 
society at the registered or principal office of 
the company or society; or

{d) if addressed to the “ owner ”  or “  occupier ” of 
premises, by d eliy e^ g  it to some person on the 
premises, or if there is no person in the premises 
on whom it can be so served, then by affixing 
it to some conspicuous part of the premises.

(2) Subject as aforesaid, any notice, order or other 
document which is by this Act required or authorised 
to be served on the owner or occupier of any premises 
may be addressed to the “  owner ” or “  occupier ” of 
the premises (naming them) without further name or 
description.
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Power to 
prescribe 
forms and to 
dispense 
with adver­
tisements 
and notices.

1 2 2 .— (1) The Minister m ay by order prescribe the 
form of any notice, advertisement, or other document, 
to be used in connection with the powers and duties of 
a local authority or of the Minister under this. Act, and 
the forms so prescribed, or forms as near thereto as 
circumstances admit, shall be used in all cases to which 
those forms are applicable.

(2) The Minister may dispense with the pubhcation 
of advertisements or the service of notices required to be 
published or served by a local authority under this Act, 
if he is satisfied that there is reasonable cause for 
dispensing with the publication or service.

(3) A ny such dispensation may be given by the 
Minister either before or after the time at which the 
advertisement is required to be published or the notice 
is required to be served, and either unconditionally or 
upon such conditions as to the publication of other 
advertisements or the service of other notices or other­
wise as the Minister thinks fit, due care being taken by 
the Minister to prevent the interests of any persons being 
prejudiced by the dispensation. '

Offences.

Penalty for 1 2 3 .  Where any person obstructs the medical officer 
obstructing of health or any officer of the local authority, or of the 
the execu- ]\£injster, or any person authorised to enter houses, 

premises, or buildings in pursuance of this Act in the 
performance of anything which such officer, authority, or 
person is by this Act required or authorised to do, he 
shall, on summary conviction, be liable to a fine not 
exceeding twenty pounds.

1 2 4 .— (1) If any person, after receiving notice of the 
intended action—■

(a) being the occupier of any premises, prevents the 
owner thereof or his officers, agents, servants 
or workmen, from carrying into effect with 
respect to those premises any of the provisions 
of Part I. of this A c t; or

(b) being the owner or occupier of any premises 
prevents the medical officer of health or any 
officers, agents, servants or workmen of such 
officer or of the local authority from so doing; 
or

Penalty for 
preventing 
execution 
of repains, 
&c.
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(c) being the inmate of any premises, prevents the , 
owner thereof or any other person upon whom 
any obhgations with respect to the premises are 
imposed by byelaws under Part I. of this Act 
from complying with such obligations;

a court of summary jurisdiction on proof thereof may 
order that person to permit to be done on the premises 
all things requisite for carrying into effect such provisions 
or the fulfilment of such obligations with respect to the 
premises.

(2) If any such person fails to comply with any 
such order of a court of summary jurisdiction, he shall 
for • each day during which the failure continues be 
liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding 
twenty pounds.

1 2 5 . — (1) A  person shall not vote as member of a Prohibition
local authority or county council or any committee 
thereof upon any resolution or question which is proposed interested 
or arises in pursuance of this Act, if it relates to any mgm&rs of 
house, building, or land in which he is beneficially local 
interested: authority

Provided that a person shall not, by reason only of 
the fact that he occupies a house at a rental from a local 
authority within the meaning of Part III. of this Act, be 
disqualified from being elected or being a member thereof 
or any committee thereof.

(2) If any person votes in contravention of this 
section, he shall, on summary conviction, be liable for 
each offence to a fine not exceeding fifty pounds; but 
the fact of his giving the vote shall not invalidate any 
resolution or proceeding of the local authority ot county 
council.

1 2 6 . Where in any proceedings under Part I. of Descriptipn 
this Act it is necessary to refer to the owmer of ally 
premises, it shall be sufficient to designate him as the ptoceedipgs. 
“  owner ” thereof without name or further description.

Miscellaneous.

1 2 7 . Any person authorised in writing stating the Power of 
particular purpose or purposes for which the entry >is entry.
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authorised, by the local authority or the Minister, may 
at all reasonable times, on giving twenty-four hours’ 
notice to the occupier and to the owner, if the owner is 
known, of his intention, enter any house, premises, or 
buildings—

(a) for the purpose of survey or valuation, in the
case of houses, premises, or buildings whieh the 
local authority are authorised to purchase 
compulsorily under this A ct; and

(b) for the purpose of survey and examination, in
the case of any house in respect of which a 
closing order or an order for demolition has 
been m ade; or

(c) for the purpose of survey and examination, where
it appears to the authority or Minister that 
survey or examination is necessary in order to 
determine whether any powers under this Act 
should be exercised in respect of any house, 
premises, or building.

Exclusion 1 2 8 . Nothing in the Increase of Rent and Mortgage
(Restrictions) Act, 1920, or in the enactments 

10 & H amending that Act, shall be deemed to affect the 
Geo. 5 . 0.17. J>rovisions of Part I. of this Act relating to the obtaining 

possession of a house with respect to which a closing 
order has been made, or to prevent a local authority 
from obtaining possession of any house the possession 
of which is required by them for the purpose of 
exercising their powers under this Act or under any 
scheme made under this Act or any enactment repealed 
by this Act.

Payment of 
purchase or 
compensa­
tion money 
by one 
local autho­
rity to 
another.

1 2 9 .— (1) Any purchase money or compensation 
payable in pursuance of tljis Act by a local authority in 
respect of any lands, estate, or interest of another local 
authority which would, but for this section, be paid into 
court in manner provided by the Lands Clauses Acts 
may, if the Minister consents, instead of being paid into 
court, be paid and applied as the Minister may determine.

(2) Any sueh decision of the Minister as to the pay­
ment and application of any such purchase money or 
compensation shall be final and conclusive.
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1 3 0 . — (1) Every representation made by a medical Provisions 
officer of health in pursuance of this A ct shall be in as to medi-

(2) Anything which under this Act is authorised or 
required to be done by or to a medical officer of health 
may be done by or to any person authorised to act 
temporarily as such medical officer of health.

(3) The London County Council may, with the 
consent of the Minister, at any time appoint one or more 
legally qualified practitioner or practitioners, with such 
remuneration as they think fit, for the purpose of carrying 
into effect any Part of this Act.

(4) Any medical officer of health appointed by the 
London County Council, and any officer appointed under 
this section by the London County Council, shall be 
deemed to be a medical officer of health of a local 
authority within the meaning of this Act.

1 3 1 . Section one hundred and thirty-three of the Exemption 
Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, 1846 (relating to land
tax and poor rate) shall not apply in the case of any  ̂
lands of which a local authority become possessed by ' * '
virtue of this Act or any enactment repealed by this 
Act.

1 3 2 .— (1) If in any case it appears to the Minister 
that the institution of legal proceedings is requisite or 
desirable with respect to any property required to be 
apphed under any trusts for the provision of dwelling- 
houses available for the working classes, or that the 
expediting of any such legal proceedings is requisite or 
desirable, the Minister may certify the case to the 
Attornej^-General, and the Attorney-General, if he thinks 
fit, shall institute any legal proceedings or intervene in 
any legal proceedings already instituted in such manner 
as he thinks proper under the circumstances.

(2) Before preparing any scheme with reference to 
property required to be applied under any trusts for the 
provision of dwelling-houses available for the working 
classes, the court or body who are responsible for making 
the scheme shall communicate vidth the Minister and 
receive and consider any recommendations made by the 
Minister with reference to the proposed scheme.

Provisions 
with respect 
to money 
applicable 
under trusts 
for housing 
purposes.
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Application 
of Act to 
New Forest. 
2 Edw. 7. • 
0. cxcviii.

Powers of 
Act to be 
cumulative.

Definitions.

133. The provision of houses under this Act shall 
be deemed to be a local sanitary requirement for the 
purpose of the New Forest (Sale of Lands for Public 
Purposes) Act, 1902 : Provided that the total area of 
land being part of the New Forest which m ay be sold or 
let for the provision of houses shall not exceed thirty 
acres,

134. A ll powers given by this A ct shall be deemed 
to be in addition to and not in derogation of any other 
powers conferred by Act of Parliament, law, or custom, 
and such other powers may be exercised in the same 
manner as if this A ct had not passed, and nothing in 
this Act shall exempt any person from any penalty to 
which he would have been subject if this Act had not 
passed:

Provided that a local authority shall not, by reason 
of any local Act relatiug to a place within its jurisdiction, 
be exempted from the performance of any duty or obliga­
tion to which such authority are subject under any Part 
of this Act.

135. In this Act, unless the context otherwise 
requires—

“  Asylums Board ” means the Lancashire Asylums 
Board, the W est Riding of Yorkshire Asylums 
Board, the Staffordshire Mental Hospitals Board 
and any other body constituted for the 
administration of the enactments relating to 
lunacy on behalf of any combination of county 
councils or county borough coimcils;

“  Building byelaws ”  include byelaws made by any 
local authority under section one hundred and 
fifty-seven of the Public Health Act, 1875, as 
amended by any subsequent enactment, with 
respect to new buildings including the drainage 
thereof and new streets, and any enactments in 
any local Acts dealing with the construction and 
drainage of new buildings and the laying out 
and construction of new streets, and any bye­
laws made with respect to such matters under 
any such,local A ct;

“ Contributory place”  has the same meaning as in 
the Public Health Act, 1875;
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“  Common Council ”  means the Mayor, Aldermen 
and Councillors of the City of London in 
common council assembled;

“  County of London,”  except where specified to be 
the administrative county of London, means the 
administrative county of London exclusive of 
the City of London ;

“  Dwelling-house ”  includes any yard, garden, out­
houses, and appurtenances belonging thereto or 
usually enjoyed therewith;

“  Housing trust ”  means a corporation or body of 
persons which by the terms of its constituent 
instrument, is req^uired to devote the whole of 
its funds, mcluding any surplus whieh may arise 
from its operations, to the provision of houses 
for persons the majority of whom are in fact 
members of the working classes, and to other 
purposes incidental thereto;

“  Land ”  includes any right over land;
“  Owner,”  includes any person who under the Lands 

Clauses Acts would be enabled to sell and 
convey land to the promoters of an under­
taking, and for the purposes of Part I. of this 
Act also mcludes any lessee or mortgagee of 
premises required to be dealt with under that 
Part of this Act, except a person holding or 
entitled to the rents and profits of the premises 
under a lease the original term whereof is less 
than twenty-one years ;

“ Public Health A cts”  mean as respects London,, 
the Public Health (London) Act, 1891, and the 
Acts amendmg th a t. Act, and elsewhere the - 
Public Health A ct, 1875, and the Acts amendmg 
that A ct;

“  Pubhc utility society ’ ’ means a society registered 
under the Industrial and Provident Societies’ 
Acts, 1893 to 1913, the rules whereof prohibit 
the issue of any share or loan capital with 
interest or dividend exceeding the rate for the 
time being prescribed by the Treasury;

“ Street ”  includes any court, alley, passage, square, 
or row of houses, whether a thoroughfare or not;

“  The Mmister ”  means the IVIimster of Health.
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Repeals.'™  1 3 6 .— (1) The enactments mentioned in the Sixth"
Schedule to this Act are, so far as they apply to England 
and Wales, hereby repealed to the extent specified in 
the third column of that schedule :

Provided that—

(a) nothing in this repeal shall aSect any scheme, 
order, byelaw, rule, regulation, or representa­
tion made, notice given, or charge effected 
under any enactment hereby repealed, but any 
such scheme, order, byelaw, rule, regulation, 
representation, notice, and charge shall have 
effect as if made, given, or effected under the 
corresponding provision of this Act and may 
be amended, varied, repealed, revoked, or 
enforced accordingly;

(5) any document referring to any Act or enact­
ment so repealed shall be construed as referring 
to this Act or the corresponding enactment in 
this A c t;

(c) nothing in this repeal shall affect any appoint­
ment of any officer made under or by virtue 
of any enactment so repealed, but any such 
officer shall continue in office and shall be 
deemed to have been appointed under this 
Act.

(2) The mention of particular matters in this section 
shall not be held to prejudice or affect the general appli­
cation of section thirty-eight of the Interpretation Act, 

52 & 53 Viet. 1889, with regard to the effect of repeals.

Short title, 1 3 7 .— (1) This Act may be cited as the Housing
commence- Act, 1925. 
raent and
extent. (2) This Act shall com«! into operation on the first

day of July, nineteen hundred and twentyffive.

(3) This Act shall not extend to Scotland or Northern 
Ireland.
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S C H E D U L E S .

FIRST SCHEDULE. Secti-cms 21 
46.

R u l e s  a s  t o  A s s e s s m e n t  o e  Co m p e n s a t io n .

P abt I .

R u l e s  a p p l ic a b l e  m  t h e  c a s e  o p  I a n d s  in c l u d b d  in  a n
I m p e o v e m e n t  OB R b c o n s t e u o t io n  S c h e m e  o n l y  f o b  t h e
PUEPOSB OP MAKING THE SCHEME EFFICIENT, AND NOT ON
ACCOUNT OP THE Sa NITABY CONDITION OF THE P e EMISES
THBEEON OB OF THOSE P e e MISBS BEING D a NGEBOUS OE
P b e j u d ic ia L t o  H e a l t h .

1. Evidence shall be receivable by the arbitrator to prove 
that the rental of the premises was e^an ced  by reason of the 
same being used for illegal purposes or being so overcrowded 
as to be dangerous or injurious to  the health of the inmates, 
and, if the arbitrator is satisfied b y such evidence, the compensa­
tion shall, so far as it is based on rental, be based on the rental 
which would have been obtainable if the premises were occupied 
for legal purposes and only by the number of persons whom the 
premises were, under all the circumstances of the case, fitted to 
accommodate without such overcrowding.

2. Evidence shall be receivable by the arbitrator to prove 
that the premises are in a state of defective sanitation or are 
not in reasonably good repair, and if the arbitrator is satisfied 
by such evidence, the compensation shall be the amount estimated 
as the value of the prem ise if they had been put into a 
sanitary condition or reasonably good repair after deducting 
the estimated expense of putting them  into such condition or 
repair.

The local authority m ay tender such evidence as aforesaid 
before the arbitrator, notwithstanding that they have not 
taken any steps with a view to remedying the defects or evils 
disclosed by the evidence.

3. The arbitrator shall have regard to and make an allowance 
in respect of any increased value which, in his opinion, will be 
given to other premises of the same owner by the alteration or 
demolition by the local authority of any buildiDgs.

R
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1s t  8 c h . 
— cont.

4. Subject to  the foregoing provisions the compensation to 
be paid shall be assessed in accordance with the provisions of 
the Acquisition of Land (Assessment of Compensation) A ct, 1919.

P a r t  II.
R ules applicable in  the  case of th e  P urchase  op L ands 

ON WHICH Obstructive  B uildings a r e  erected .

1? Evidence shall be receivable by the arbitrator to prove 
that the rental o f the premises was enhanced by reason of 
the same being used for illegal purposes or being so over­
crowded as to be dangerous or injurious to  the health of the 
inmates, and, if the arbitrator is satisfied by such evidence, the 
compensation shall, so far as it is based on rental, be based 
on the rental which would have been obtainable if the premises 
were occupied for legal purposes and only by  the number of 
persons whom the premises were, under all the circumstances of 
the case, fitted to  accom m odate without such overcrowding as 
is dangerous or injurious to  the health of the inmates.

2. Evidence shall be receivable by the arbitrator to prove 
that the premises are in a state of defective sanitation or are not 
in reasonably good repair, and if the arbitrator is satisfied by 
such evidence, the compensation shall be the amoimt estimated 
as the Value o f the premises if they had been put into a 
sanitary condition or into reasonably good repair after deducting 
the estimated expense o f putting them into such condition or 
repair.

The local authority may tender such evidence as aforesaid 
before the arbitrator, notwithstanding that they have not taken 
any steps with a view to  remedying the defeets or evils disclosed 
by the evidence.

3. The arbitrator may, by one award, settle the amount 
or amounts of compensation payable in respect o f all or any of 
the houses or buildings included in one or more order or orders 
made by  the local authority; but he m ay, and, if the local 
authority request him so to  dq shall, from  time to time make 
an award respecting a portion only of the disputed cases brought 
before him.

4. The arbitrator shall have regard to and make an allowance 
in respect of any increased value which, in hiS opinion, will be 
given to other premises of the same owner by the demolition of 
the obstructive budding.

6. Subject to  the foregoing provisions the compensation to 
be paid shall be assessed in accordance with the provisions of 
the Acquisition o f Land (Assessment of Compensation) A ct, 1919,
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P a r t  IIT.

Rules applicable w here  Obstructive B uildings are  pulled
DOWN, THE OWNER RETAINING THE SiTE.

1. The estimate of the value o f the house or building to be 
pulled down shall be based on the fair market value as estimated 
at the time of the valuation being made of the house or building 
and of the several interests therein, due regard being had to  the 
nature and then condition o f the property and the probable 
duration of the buddings in their existing state and to  the state 
of repair thereof, and rules 1, 2, 3, and 4 of Part II . of this 
Schedule shall apply.

2. N o allowance shall be made by  reason of the pulling down 
beii^  compulsory.

3. Subject to the foregoing provisions the compensation to 
be paid shall be assessed under the Acquisition of Land (Assess­
ment of Compensation) A ct, 1919, and the provisions of that A ct 
other than section two thereof, shall apply accordingly, notwith­
standing that no land is acquired compulsorily.

1st Soh. 
— coni.

SECOND SCHEDULE. Section 40.

P rovisions subject to w h ich  the  L ands Classes  A cts are
fNCORPORATBD IN AN ORDER CONPTRMING AN IMPROVEMENT
OR R econstruction Scheme.

(1) The title to be made in the case of the purchase of an 
interest in fee simple in land, whether the purchase is com pulsoiy 
or by agreement, shall commence twenty years previous to  the 
date o f the notice to treat or the agreement to sell, unless there 
has been an absolute conveyance on sale within twenty years, 
and more than ten years, previous to  that date, in which 
case the title shall commence with such conveyance: Provided 
that the local authority shall n oi be prevented if they think fit 
from requiring at their own expense any further abstract or 
evidence of title respecting any such lands as aforesaid in 
addition to  the title hereinbefore mentioned.

(2) Notwithstanding anything in section ninety-two o f the 
Landis Clauses Consolidation A ct, 1845, the arbitrator may 
determine that such part of any house, building, or manufactory 
as is proposed to  be taken by  the local authority can be taken 
without material damage to  such house, building, or manufactory, 
and if he so determines may award compensation in respect of 
the severance of the part so proposed to  be taken, in addition

R 2
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2n d  S c h . 
— cont.

to  the value of that part, and thereupon the party interested 
shall he required to sell and convey to the local authority such 
part, without the local authority being obliged to purchase the 
other part or the whole of such house, building, or manufactory.

Section 64. T H IR D  SCHEDULE.

8 & 9 Viet, o. 20.

P r o visio n s  a s  t o  t h e  c o m p u l s o r y  ACQxnsiTiON o f  L a n d  b y

A L o c a l  A u t h o r i t y  f o r  t h e  P u r p o s e s  o f  P a r t  III. o f

THIS A c t .

(1) Where a local authority propose to purchase land 
compulsorily, the local authority may submit to the Minister 
an order putting in force as respects the land specified in the 
order the provisions o f the L a n ^  Clauses A cts with respect to 
the purchase and taking of land otherwise than by agreement.

(2) An order under this schedule shall be. o f no force unless 
and until it is confirmed by the Minister, and the Minister may 
confirm the order either without modification or subject to such 
modifications as he thinks fit, and an order when so confirmed 
shall, save as otherwise expressly provided by this schedule, 
become final and have effect as if enacted in tMs A ct; and the 
confirmation by the Minister shall be conclusive evidence that 
the requirements o f this A ct have been com plied with, and that 
the order has been duly made and is within the powers of this 
A ct.

(3) The order shall be in the form prescribed by  the Minister, 
and shall contain such provisions as the Minister may prescribe 
for the purpose of carrying the order into effect, and of protecting 
the local authority and the persons interested in the land, and 
shall incorporate, subject to  the necessary adaptations—

(а) the Lands Clauses Acts (except section one hundred 
and twenty-seven of the L a n ^  Clauses Consolidation 
Act, 1845) as modified by the Acquisition of Land 
(Assessment of Compensation) A ct, 1919; and

(б) sections seventy-seven^to eighty-five o f the Railways
Clauses Consolidation A ct, 1845.

(4) The order shall be published b y  the local authority in 
the manner prescribed by  the Minister, and such notice shall 
be given both in the locality in which the lafid is proposed to 
be acquired, and to  the owners, lessees, and occupiers of that 
land as may be prescribed by the Minister.

(5) K  within such period as may be prescribed by the 
Minister no objection to  the order has been presented to  the 
Minister by a person interested in the land, or if eveiy such 
objection has been withdrawn, the Minister shah, without further
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enquiry, confirm the order unless he is of opinion that the land 3 r d  S c h . 
is unsuited for the purpose for which it is proposed to be acquii'ed, 
but, if such an objection has been presented and has not been 
withdrawn, the Minister shall forthwith cause a public inquiry 
to be held in the locality in which the land is proposed to  be 
acquired, and the local authority and all persons interested in 
the land and such other persons as the person holding the inquiry 
in his discretion thinks fit to allow shall be permitted to  appear 
and be heard at the inquiry, and the Minister shall, before con­
firming the order, duly consider the report of the person by 
whom a public inquiry is held.

(6) In construing, for the purposes of this schedule or any 
order made thereunder, any enactment incorporated with the 
order, this A ct, together with the order, shall be deemed to  be 
the special A ct, and the local authority shall be deemed to  be 
the promoters of the undertaking.

(7) Where the land is glebe land or other land belonging 
to an ecclesiastical benefice, the order shall provide that sums 
agreed upon or awarded for the purchase of the land, or to be 
paid by way of compensation for the damage to be sustained by 
the owner by  reason of severance or other injury affecting the 
land, shall not be paid as directed by the Lands Clauses Acts, 
but shall be paid to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners to  be applied 
by them as money paid to  them upon a sale, under the provisions 
of the Ecclesiastical Leasing Acts, o f land belonging to  a benefice.

(8) 'The reference to sections seventy-eight to eighty-five of 
the Railways Clauses Consolidation A ct, 1845, shall be con­
strued as a reference to  those sections as originally enacted and
not as a reference to the provisions which by virtue of the Mines i3&UGeo.5. 
(W orking Facilities and Support) A ct, 1923, are in certain cases c. 20. 
to be sutetituted for those sections.

FOURTH SCHEDULE. Section 87.

P rovisions as to L ocal B onds.

1. Local bonds shall—
(а) be secured upon all the rates, property, and revenues

of the' local authority;
(б) bear interest at such rate of interest as the Treasury

may from tim e to  tim e fix ;
(c) be issued in denominations of five, ten, twenty, fifty,

and one hundred pounds and multiples of hundred 
pounds;

(d) be issued for periods of not less than five years.
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4t h  S c h . 2 . Local bonds shall be exempt from  stamp duty under the
54XM*Vi t and no duty shall be chargeable under section
c 39. eight of the Finance A ct, 1899, as amended by section ten of
62 & 63 Viet, i-h© Finance Act, 1907, in respect of the issue o f any such bonds.

3. The provisions o f section one hundred and fifteen of the 
c 13^ Stamp Act, 1891 (which relates to com position for stamp duty)

shall, with the necessary adaptations, apply in the case of any 
local authority by  whom local bonds are issued as if those bonds 
were stock or funded debt o f the authority within the meaning 
o f that section.

4. A  local authority shall, in the case o f any person who 
is the registered holder o f local bonds issued b y  that authority 
o f a nominal amount not exceeding in the aggregate one hundred 
pounds, pay the interest on the bonds held by  that person without 
deduction of income tax, but any such interest shafl be accotmted 
for and charged to  income tax under the third case of Schedule D. 
subject, however, to  any provision o f the enactments relating 
to  income tax with respect to  exemption or abatement.

5. Local bonds issued 6y  a local authority shall be accepted 
by  that authority at th dr nominal value in payment o f the 
purchase price o f any house erected by  or on behalf of any local 
authority in pursuance o f any scheme under this Act.

6. The Minister may, with the approval of the Treasury, 
make regulations with respect to the issue (including terms of 
issue), transfer and redemption of local bonds and the security 
therefor, and any such regulations may apply, with or w thout

38 & 39 Viefc. modifications, any provisions of the Local Ijoans A ct, 1875, and 
c. 83. the Acts amending that A ct, and of any A ct relating to  securities

issued by the London County Council or b y  €my other local 
or pubhc body.

7. For the purposes o f this Schedule the expression “  local 
authority ”  includes a county council.

Section 98. F IF T H  SCHEDULE.

P bovisions as to R bhottsinq ,.in  case oe D isplacement of 
P ersons op th e  W o rkin g  Class .

(1) If in the administrative county o f London or in any 
borough or urban district, or in any parish not within a borough 
or urban district, the undertakers have power to take under 
the enabling A ct working*men’s dwellings occupied by  thirty 
or more persons belonging to  the working class, the undertakers 
shall not enter on any such dwelUngs in that county, borough, 
urban district, or parish, until the Minister has either approved 
o f a housing scheme under this schedule or has decided that 
such a scheme is not necessary.
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For the purposes of this schedule a house shall be considered 
a working-man’s dwelling if wholly or partially occupied by  a 
person belonging to the working classes, and for the purpose 
of determining whether a house is a working-man’s dwelling or 
not, and also for determining the number of persons belonging 
to the working classes by whom any dwelling-houses are occupied, 
any occupation on or after the fifteenth day of December next 
before the passing of the enabling A ct, or, in the case of land 
acquired compulsorily under a general A ct Without the authority 
of an order, next before the date of the application to the Minister 
under this schedule, for his approval of or decision with respect 
to a housing scheme, shall be taken into consideration.

(2) The housing scheme shall make provision for the accom ­
modation of such number of persons of the working class as is, 
in the opinion of the Minister, taking into account all the circum­
stances, required, but that number ^aU  not exceed the aggregate 
number of persons of the working class displaced; and in 
calculating that number the Minister shall take into consideration 
not only the persons of the working class who are occupying 
the working-men’s dwellings which the imdertakers have power 
to take, but also any persons of the working class who, in the 
opinion of the Minister, have been displaced within the previous 
five years in view of the acquisition of land by the undertakers.

(3) Provision may be made by  the housing scheme for 
giving undertakers who are a local authority, or who have not 
sufficient powers for the purpose, power lor the purpose of the 
scheme to  appropriate land or to  acquire land, either by  agree­
ment or compulsorily under the authority of a Provisional Order, 
and for giving any local authority power to erect dwellings on 
land so appropriated or acquired by them, and to sell or dispose 
of any such dwellings, and to raise money for the purpose of 
the scheme as for the purposes of Part III. of this A ct, and for 
regulating the application of any money arising from the sale 
or disposal o f the dwellings; and any provisions so made shall 
have effect as if they had been enacted in an A ct of Parliament.

(4) The housing scheme shall provide that any lands acquired 
under the scheme shall, for a period of twenty-five years from 
the date of the scheme, be appropriated for the purpose of 
dwellings for persons of the working class, except so far as the 
Minister may dispense with such appropriation; and every 
conveyance, demise, or lease o f any such land shall be endorsed 
with notice of this provision, and the Minister may require the 
insertion in the scheme o f any provisions requiring a certain 
standard of house to be erected under the scheme, or any 
conditions to  be comphed with as to the mode in which the 
dwelling-houses are to be erected.

SXB SCH. 
—coni.
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5 t h  S o h . (5) If the Minister does not hold a local inquiry with reference
—cont. to  a housing scheme, he shall, before approving the scheme

send a copy of the draft scheme to  every local authority, and 
shall consider any representation by  any such authority made 
within the time fixed by the Minister.

(6) The Minister may, as a condition o f his approval of a 
housing scheme, require that the new dwellings under the scheme, 
or some part of them, shall be com pleted and fit for occupation 
before possession is taken of any working-men’s dwellings under 
the enabling Act.

(7) Before approving any scheme the Minister may if he 
thinks fit, require the undertakers to  give such security as the 
Minister considers proper for carrying the scheme into effect.

(8) The Minister may hold such enquiries as he may think 
fit for the purpose of his duties under this schedule, and sub­
sections one and five o f section eighty-seven of the Local Govern­
ment A ct, 1888 (which relate to local inquiries), shall apply for 
the purpose, and where the undertakers are not a local authority 
shall be applicable as if they were such an authority.

(9) I f the undertakers enter on any working-men’s dwellings 
in contravention o f the provisions o f this schedule, or o f any 
conditions of approval of the housing scheme made by  the 
Minister, they shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding five 
hundred pounds in respect of every such dwelling.

Any such penalty shall be recoverable by  the Minister by 
action in the High Court, and shall be carried to  and form part 
o f the Consolidated Fund.

(10) If the undertakers fail to  carry out any provision of 
the housing scheme, the Minister may make such order as he 
m ay think necessary or proper for the puiq)ose of compelling 
them to carry out that provision, and any such order may be 
enforced by mandamus.

(11) The Minister may, on the application o f the undertakers, 
m odify any housing scheme which has been approved by him 
under this schedule, and any modifications so made shall take 
effect as part of the scheme.

(12) For the purposes o f this schedule—
(а) The expression “  undertakers ”  means any authority,

company, or person who are acquiring land com­
pulsorily or by  agreement under any local A ct or 
Provisional Order or order having the effect of 
an A ct, or are acquiring land compulsorily under 
any general A c t ;

(б) The expression “  enabling A ct ”  means any A ct of
Parliament or Order under which the land is acquired;

(c) The expression “  local authority ”  means the council 
of any administrative county and the district council
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of any county district, or, in London, the council of 
any metropoUtan borough, in which in any case any 
houses in respect o f which the re-housing scheme is 
made are situated, or in the case o f the city of 
London, the common cou n cil;

{d) The expression “  dwelling ”  or “  house ”  means any 
house or part o f a house occupied as a separate 
dwelling;

(e) The expression “  working class ”  includes mechanics, 
artisans, labourers, and others working for wages, 
hawkers, costermongers, persons not working for 
wages, but working at some trade or handicraft 
without employing others, except members of their 
own family, and persons other than domestic servants 
whose income in any case does not exceed an average 
of three pounds a week, and the families of any 
of such persons who may be residing with them.

OTH SOH.

SIX T H  SCH ED U Li:. Section 136.

Session
and

Chapter.
Short Title. Extent of Repeal.

44 & 45 Viet, 
c. 38.

The Publie Works Iioans 
Act, 1881.
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c. 99. Powers) Act, 1919. sections eight, nine, ten, 

eleven and fifteen.
10 & 11 Geo. 5. 

c. 76.
The Agriculture Act, 1920 Section thirty-two.

    
 



1925. H om in g  A ct,  1 9 2 5 . Ch . 1 4 , 15. 267

Session
and

Chapter.
Short Title. Extent of Bepeal.

11 & 12 Geo. 5. 
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except so far as it amends 
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Acquisition Act, 1899.

Section six, except so far 
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tional Powers) Act, 1919.
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Section four.
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Sections five, seven to 
fifteen and seventeen.

The First Schedule.
The Second Schedule, ex­
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c. 35.
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6t h  SOH. 
— coni.

CHAPTER 15.
An Act to consolidate the enactments relating 

to the Housing of the Working Classes in 
Scotland. [9th April 1925.]

Be  it enacted by the Bang’s most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Lords 

Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present

    
 


