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CHAPTER 52. 

An Act to give the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries in 
Agricultural districts and the Local Government Board 
elsewhere powers with respect to Housing and to make 
similar provision for Scotland. [10th August 1914.] 

BE it enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 

Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the saine, as follows: 

1.—(1) The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries in agricul- 
tural districts and the Local Government Board elsewhere shall 
have power during the period of one year from the passing of 
this Act to acquire, with the consent of the Treasury and with 
the concurrence of the Development Commissioners, land and 
buildings for housing purposes, and, with the consent of the 
Treasury, shall have power to dispose of any land or buildings 
so acquired. 

(2) The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries and the Local 
Government Board respectively shall have power to do all other 
things which may appear to them necessary or desirable for 
housing purposes in connection with any land or buildings so 
acquired, and to make any arrangements for housing purposes 
with any local authority or authorised society within the meaning 
of this Act : 

Provided that neither the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries 
nor the Local Government Board shall, in the exercise of their 
powers under this Act, in any case themselves build any 
dwellings unless they are satisfied after holding a public local 
inquiry that in that case there is an insufficiency of dwelling 
accommodation for the working classes, or that the existing 
accommodation is unsuitable and that dwelling accommodation 
cannot be otherwise satisfactorily provided. 

2.—(1) The Treasury shall, as and when they think fit, issue 
out of the Consolidated Fund or the growing produce thereof 
such sums as may be required for the purpose of meeting any 
expenditure which is, in the opinion of the Treasury, of a 
capital nature, and which is mcurred with the consent or 
approval of the Treasury, not exceeding in the aggregate four 
million pounds, and any expenses incurred for those purposes 
by the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries or the Local Govern- 
ment Board not being, in the opinion of the Treasury, of the 
nature of capital expenditure, shall be defrayed out of moneys 
provided by Parliament, and any receipts arising in connection 
therewith shall be paid into the Exchequer. 

(2) The Treasury may, if they think fit, for the purpose of 
providing money for sums so authorised to be issued out of the 
Consolidated Fund, or for repaying to that fund any part of
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the sums so issued, borrow by means of terminable annuities 
for a term not exceeding thirty years; and all sums so borrowed 
shall be paid into the Exchequer. 

(3) The said annuities shall be paid out of moneys provided 
py Parliament, and if those moneys are insufficient, shall be 
charged on and paid out of the Consolidated Fund of the United 
Kingdom or the growing produce thereof. 

(4) The Treasury may also, if they think fit, for the same 
purpose, borrow money by means of the issue of Exchequer 
Bonds; and the Capital Expenditure (Money) Act, 1904, shall 4 Edw 7.c. 21. 
have effect as if this Act had been in force at the time of the 
passing of that Act. 

(5) The Treasury shall, within six months after the end of 
every financial year, cause to be made out and laid before the 
House of Commons accounts showing the amount of any expen- 
diture of a capital nature incurred by the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries and the Local Government Board respectively, 
under this Act, and of the money borrowed and the securities 
created under this Act; and any such accounts of expenditure 
shall be audited and reported upon by the Comptroller and 
Auditor-General as appropriation accounts in manner provided ,. 30 Viet 
by the Exchequer and Audit Departments Act, 1866. ~ 0. OC 

3.—(1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,— Interpretation, 
; .. application. 

The expression ‘“‘ housing purposes’ means the provision, and shoit title, 
maintenance, improvement, and management of dwell- 
ings and gardens and other works or buildings for or 
for the convenience of persons belonging to the working 
classes ; and 

The expression “local authority” means the local autho- 
rity for the purposes of Part II. of the Housing of the 58 & 54 Viet. 
Working Classes Act, 1890; and me 

The expression “authorised society’? means any society, 
company, or body of persons approved by the Treasury, 
whose objects include the erection, improvement, or 
management of dwellings for working classes, which 
does not trade for profit, or whose constitution forbids 
the payment of any interest or dividend at a rate 
exceeding five per cent. per annum. 

(2) In the application of this Act to Scotland the Local 
Government Board for Scotland shall be substituted for the 
Local Government Board, and the Board of Agriculture for 
Scotland shall be substituted for the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries. 

(3) This Act shall not apply to Ireland. 
(4) This Act may be cited as the Housing (No. 2) Act, 1914.


