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1. —(1) Where it appears, having regard to the nature of the 
defence set up by any poor prisoner, as disclosed in the evidence 
given or statement made by him before the committing justices, 
that it is desirable, in the interests of justice, that he should have 
legal aid in the preparation and conduct of his defence and that 
his means are insufficient to enable him to obtain such aid—

(«) the committing justices, upon the committal of the prisoner 
for trial; or

(6) the judge of a court of assize or chairman of a court of 
quarter sessions, at any time after reading the depositions, 

may certify that the prisoner ought to have such legal aid, and 
thereupon the prisoner shall be entitled to have solicitor and 
counsel assigned to him, subject to the provisions of thi.s Act.

(2) The expenses of the defence, including the cost of a copy of 
the depositions, the fo's of solicitor and counsel, and the expenses 
of any witnesses shall be allowed and paid in the same manner as 
the expenses of a prosecution in cases of indictment for felony, 
subject, nevertheless, to any rules under thi.s Act and to any 
regulations as to rates or scales of payment which may, be made 
by one of His Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State.

2. Rules for carrying thi.s Act into effect may be made in the 
same manner and subject to the same conditions as Rules under 
the Prosecution of Offences Act, 1879.

3. In this Act—
“ Prisoner ” includes a person committed for trial on bail.
“ Committing justices ” includes a magistrate of the police 

courts of the metropolis and a stipendiary magistrate.
“Chairman” includes recorder or deputy recorder or deputy 

chairman.
4. This Act shall not extend to Scotland or Ireland.
5. This Act may be cited as the Poor Prisoners’ Defence Act, 

1903, and shall come into operation on the first day of January 
one thousand nine hundred and four.
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CHAPTER 39.
An Act to amend tlie Iiaw relatigg to the Housing of the 

Working Classes. [14th August 1903.]

Be it enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 

Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows:

General An^endments of Lone.

1.—(1) The maximum period which may be sanctioned as ths 
period fq? which money may be borrowed, by a local authority, for 
the purposes of the Hou.sing of the Working Classes Act, 1890 (in
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38 & 39 Viet.
c. 55.

Transfer of 
powers and 
duties of Home 
Office to Local 
Government 
Board.

52 & 53 Viet, 
c. 30.

Ke-housing 
obligations 
when land is 
taken under 
statutory 
powers.

this Act referred to as “ the principal Act ”) or any Acts amending 
it, shall be eighty years, and as respects money so borrowed, eighty 
years shall be substituted for sixty years in section two hundred 
and thirty-four of the Public Health Act, 1875.

(2) Money borrowed under the principal Act or any Acts 
(including this Act) amending it (in this Act collectively referred 
to as the Housing Acts) .shall not be reckoned as part of the 
debt of the local authority, for the purposes of the limitation on 
boiTowing under subsections two and three of section two hundred 
and thirty-four of the Public Health Act, 1875.

2. —(1) His Majesty may by Order in Council assign to. the 
Local Government Board any powers and duties of the Secretary 
of State under the Housing Acts or under any scheme made in 
pursuance of those Acts, and the powers of the Secretary of State 
under any local Act, so far as they relate to the housing of the 
working classes, and any such powers and duties so assigned shall 
become powers and duties of the Local Government Board.

(2) Section eleven of the Board of Agriculture Act, 1889, shall 
apply with respect to the powers and dutie.s transferred under 
this section as it applies with respect to the powers and duties 
transferred under that Act, with the substitution of the Local 
Government Board for the Board of Agriculture and of the date of 
the transfer under this section for the date of the e.stablishment of 
the Board of Agriculture.

3. Where, under the powers given after the date of the passing 
of the Act by any local Act or Provisional Order or Order having 
the effect of an Act, any land is acquired, whether compulsorily or 
by agreement, by any authority, company or person, or where 
after the date of the passing of this Act any land is so acquired 
compulsorily under any general Act (other than the Housing Acts), 
the provisions set out in the Schedule to this Act shall apply with 
respect to the provision of dwelling accommodation for persons of 
the working class.

Provisions on 
failure of local 
authority to 
make a 
scheme.

Amendments as to Schemes.
4.—(1) If, on the report made to the confirming authority on 

an inquiry directed by them under section ten of the principal Act, 
that authority are satisfied that a scheme ought to have been made 
for the improvement of the area to ivhich the inquiry relates or 
of some part thereof, they may, if they think fit, order the local 
authority to make such a scheme, either under Part I. of the 
principal Act or, if the confirming authority so direct, under 
Part II. of that Act, and to do all things necessary under the 
Housing Acts for carrying into execution the scheme so made, and 
the local authority shall accordingly make a scheme or direct a 
scheme to be prepared as if they had passed the resolution required 
under section four or section thirty-nine of the principal Act, as 
the case may be, and do all things necessary under the Housing 
Acts for carrying the scheme into effect.

Any such order of the confirming authority may be enforced by 
maiKlamus.
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(2) Any twelve or more ratepayers of the district shall have the 
like appeal, under section sixteen of the principal Act, as is given to 
the twelve or more ratepayers who have made the complaint to the 
medical officer of health mentioned in that section.
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5. —(1) Section seven of the principal Act shall have effect as 
if the words “ in the month of September or October or November ” 
were omitted from paragraph (a), and as if the words “ during the 
thirty days next following the date of the last publication of the 
advertisement ” were substituted for the words “ during the month 
next following the month in which shch advertisement is published ” 
in paragraph (Z>).

(2) The order of a confirming authority under subsection four 
of section eight of the principal Act shall, notwithstanding anything 
in that section, take effect without confirmation by Parliament—

(а) if land is not proposed to be taken compulsorily ; or
(б) if, although land is proposed to be taken compulsorily, the 

confirming authority, before making the order, are^ satisfied 
that notice of the draft order has been served as required as 
respects a Provisional Order by subsection five of the said 
section eight, and also that the draft order has been published 
in the London Gazette, and that a petition against the draft 
order has not been presented to the confirming authority by 
any owner of land proposed to be taken compulsorily within 
two months after the date of the publication and the service 
of notice, or, having been so presented, has been withdrawn.

(3) For the purposes of the principal Act, the making of an 
order by a confirming authority, which takes effect under this 
section without confirmation by Parliament, shall have the same 
effect as the confirmation of the order by Act of Parliament, and 
any reference to a Provisional Order, made under section eight of 
the principal Act, shall include a reference to an order which so 
takes effect without confirmation by Parliament.

6. —-(1) If an order under subsection four of section eight or 
under section thirty-nine of the principal Act, which, if no petition 
were presented, would take effect without confirmation by Parlia­
ment, is petitioned against, the confirming authority or the Local 
Government Board, as the case may be, may, if they think fit, on 
the application of the local authoritj^ make any modifications in 
the scheme to which the order relates, for the purpose of meeting 
the objections of the petitioner, and withdraw the order sanctioning 
the original scheme, substituting for it an order sanctioning the 
modified scheme,

(2) The .same procedure shall be followed as to the publication 
and giving notice s, and the same provisions shall apply as to the 
presentation of pctition.s and the effect of the order, in the case of 
the order sanctioning the modified scheme, as in the case of the 
order sanctioning the original scheme, but no petition shall l;e 
received or have any effect except one which wa.s pre.sentcd against 
the original order, or one which is concerned .s dely with ^the 
modifications made in the scheme as sanctioned by the new order.
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7. Where a scheme for reconstruction under Part II. of the 
principal Act is made, neighbouring lands may be included in the 
at ea compri.sed in the scheme, if the local authority under whose 
direction the scheme is made are of opinion that that inclusion is 
necessary for making their scheme efficient, but the provision of 
subsection two of section forty-one, as to the exclusion of any 
additional allowance *n respect of compulsory purchase, shall not 
apply in the case of any land so included.

Amendment of 
procedure for 
closing ordt'-s.

Power to re­
cover cost of 
demolition.

Eecovery of 
possession 
from occupy­
ing tenants in 
pursuance of 
closing orders.

51 & 52 Viet, 
c. 43.
1 & 2 Viet.
c. 74.

Amendments as to Closing Orders, Demolition, Ac.
' 8,—(1) If in the opinion of the local authority any dwelling-

house is not reasonably capable of being made tit for human 
habitation, or is in such a state that the occupation thereof should 
be immediately discontinued, it shall not be necessary for them, 
before obtaining a closing order, to serve a notice on the owner or 
occupier of the premises to abate the nuisance, and a justice may 
issue a summons for a closing, order and a closing order may be 
granted, although such a notice has not been .served.

(2)'The Local Government Board may by order prescribe forms 
in substitution for those in the Fourth Schedule to the principal 
Act,' and section thirty-two of the principal Act shall have effect 
as if the forms so prescribed were referred to therein in lieu of the 
forms in that Schedule.

9, Where the amount realised by the sale of materials under 
section thirty-four of the principal Act is not sufficient to cover 
the expenses incident to the taking down and removal of a building, 
the local authority may recover- the deficiency from the owner of 
the building as a civil debt in manner provided by the Summary 
Jurisdiction Acts, or under the provisions of the Public Health 
Acts relating to private improvement expenses.

10. Where default is made as respects any dwelling-house in 
obeying a closing order in the manner provided by subsection 
three of section thirty-two of the principal Act, possession of the 
house may be obtained (without prejudice to the enforcement of

■ any penalty under that provision), whate-ver may be the value or 
rent of the house, by or on behalf of the owner or local authority, 
either under sections one hundred and thirty-eight to one hundred 
and forty-five of the County Courts Act, 1888, or under the Small 
Tenements Recovery Act, 1^38, as in the cases therein provided 
for, and in either case may be obtained as if the owner or local 
authority were the landlord.

Any expenses incurred by a-local authority under thi.s section 
may be recovered from the owner of the dwelling-house as a civil 
debt in manner provided by the Summary Jurisdiction Acts.

Powers in con­
nection with 
provision of 
dwelling ac­
commodation 
or lodging­
houses.

Miscellaneous.
11.—(1) Any power of the locitl authority under the Housing 

Acts, or under any scheme made in pursuance of any of those 
Acts, to provide dwelling accommodation or lodging-houses, shall 
include a power to provide and maintain, with the consent of the 
Local Government Board, and, if desired, jointly with any other
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person, in connection with any such dwelling accommodation or 
lodging-houses, any building adapted for use as a shop, any 
recreation grounds or other buildings or land which, in the opinion 
of the Local Government Board, will serve a beneficial purpose in 
connection with the requirements of the persons for whom the 
dwelling accommodation or lodging-houses are; provided, and to 
raise money for the purpose, if necessary, by*borrowing.

(2) The Local Government Board may, in giving their consent 
to the provision of any land or building under this section, by order 
apply, with any necessary modifications, to such land or building 
any statutory provisions which would have been applicable thereto 
if the land or building had been provided under any enactment 
giving any local authority powers for the purpose.

12. Section seventy-five of the principal Act (which relates to Condition in 
the condition to be implied on letting houses for the working
classes) shall, as respects any contract made after .the passing of the working 
this Act, take effect notwithstanding any agreement, to the classes, 
contrary, and any such agreement made after the passing , of this 
Act shall be void. -' ‘.

13. —(1) Any notice required to be served under Part II- of Service of 
the principal Act upon an owner shall, notwithstanding anything
in section forty-nine of that Act, be deemed to be sufficiently 
served if it is sent by post in a registered letter addressed to the 
owner or his agent at his usual or last known residence or place 
of business.’

(2) Any document referred to in section eighty-seven of the 
principal Act shall be deemed to bo'-sufficiently served upon the 
local authority if addressed to that authority or their clerk at the 
office of that authority and sent by post in a registered letter.

Agreements 
between Lon­
don County 
Council and 
metropolitan 
borough 
councils.

Special Provisions as to London.

14. The council of a metropolitan borough may, if they think 
fit, pay or contribute towards the payment of any expenses of the 
London County Council, under subsection five of section forty-six 
of the principal Act, in connection wfith a scheme of reconstriicticn, 
and borrow any money required by them for the purpose under 
subsection two of the sajd section; bjit an order under subsection 
six shall not be necessary, except in cases of disagreement between 
the county council and the council of the borough.

15. For the purpose of carrying into effect the provisions of Provisions con- 
this Act as to the maximum period for which money may be sequential on 
borrowed, eighty years shall be substituted for sixty years in period*fXrL 
section twenty seven of the Metropolitan'Board of Works (Loans) payment of 
Act, 1869, and such sun as will be sufficient, with compound
interest, to repay the money* borrowed within such period, not 
exceeding eighty years, as may be sanctioned by the London 
County Council, shall be substituted for two pounds per cent, 
in section one hundred and ninety of the Metropolis .Management 
Act, 18.55.

32 & 33 Viet, 
c. 102.

18 & 19 Viet, 
c. 120.
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Substitution of 
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Short title and 
extent.

Sections 3, 16.

Ch. 39. Housing of the Working Classes Act, 1903, 3 Edw. 7.

16. The Secretary of State shall be substituted for the Local 
Government Board, in the application to the administrative county 
of London of the provisions of the Schedule to this Act, and of 
the provisions of this Act which require the consent of the Local 
Government Board to the exercise of additional powers, given to 
a local authority by this Act, in connection with the provision 
of dwelling accommodation or lodging-houses, until the powers 
and duties of the Secretary of State under those provisions 
are transferred to the Local Government Board in pursuance of 
this Act.

Supplemental.

Y1.—(1) This Act may be cited as the Housing of the Working 
Classes Act, 19C3; and the Housing of the Working Classes Acts, 
1890 to 1900, and this Act may be cited together as the Housing 
of the Working Classes Acts, 1890 to 1903.

(2) This Act shall not extend to Scotland or Ireland.

SCHEDULE.
(1) If, in the administrative county of London or in any borough or 

urban district or in any parish not within a borough or urban district, the 
undertakers have power to take under the enabling Act .working-men’s 
dwellings occupied by thirty or more persons belonging to the working 
class, the undertakers shall not enter on any such dwellings in that county, 
borough, urban district or parish, until the Local Government Board have 
either approved of a housing scheme under this schedule or have decided 
that such a scheme is not nece.ssary.

For the purposes of this schedule a house shall he considered a working­
man’s dwelling if wholly or partially occupied by a person belonging to 
the working classes ; and for the purpose of determining whether a house 
is a working-man’s dwelling or not, and also for determining the number 
of persons belonging to the working classes hy whom any dwelling-houses 
are occupied, any occupation on or after the fifteenth day of December 
next before the passing of the enabling Act, or, in the case of land 
acquired compulsorily under a general Act without lhe authority of an 
order, next before the date of the application to the Local Government 
Board under this schedule, for their approval of or decision with respect 
to a housing scheme, shall be tAcn into consideration.

(2) The housing scheme shall make provision for the accommodation of 
such number of persons of the woi king class as is, in the opinion of the 
Local Government Board, taking -into account all the circumstances, 
required, but that number shall not exceed the aggregate number of 
persons of the working class di.splaced; and in calculating that number 
the Local Government Board shall take into consideration not only the 
persons of the working class who are occupying the working-men’s 
dwellings which the undertakers have power to take, but also any persons 
of the working class who, in the opiniort of the Local Government Board, 
have been displaced within the previous five years in view of the 
acquifition of land by the undertakers.

(3J Provision may be made by the housing scheme for giving under­
takers, who are a local authority or who have not sufiicieut powers for
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the purpose, power for the purpose of the scheme to appropriate land or to 
acquire land, either by agreement or compulsorily under the authority of 
a Provisional Order, and for giving any local authority power to erect 
dwellings on land so appropriated or acquired by them, and to sell or 
dispose of any such dwellings, and to raise money for the purpose of the 
scheme as for the purposes of Part III. of the principal Act, and for 
regulating the application of any money arising from the sale or disposal 
of the dwellings ; and any provisions so made shall have effect as if they 
had been enacted in an Act of Parliament.

(4) The housing scheme shall provide that any lands acquired under 
that scheme shall, for a period of twenty-live years from the date of the 
scheme, be appropriated for the purpose of dwellings for persons of the 
working class, except so far as the Local Government Board dispense with 
that appropriation ; and every conveyance, demise or lease of any such 
land shall bo endorsed with notice of this provision, and the Local 
Government Board may require the insertion in the scheme of any 
provisions requiring a certain standard of dwelling-house to be erected 
under the scheme, or any conditions to be complied with as to the mode 
in which the dwelling-houses are to be erected.

(5) If the Local Government Board do not hold a local inquiry with 
reference to a housing scheme, they shall, before approving tlje scheme, 
send a copy of the draft scheme to every local authority, and shall consider 
any representation made within the time fixed by the Board by any such 
authority.

(6) The Local Government Board may, as a condition of their approval 
of a housing scheme, require that the new dwellings under the scheme, or 
some part of them, shall be completed and fit for occupation before posses­
sion is taken of any working-men’s dwellings under the enabling Act.

(7) Before approving any scheme the Local Government Board may, 
if they think fit, require the undertakers to give such security as the Board 
consider proper for carrying the scheme into effect.

(8) The Local Government Board may hold such inquiries as they 
think fit for the purpose of their duties under this schedule, and sub­
sections one and five of section eighty-seven of the Local Government 
Act, 1888 (which relate to local inquiries), shall apply for the purpose 
and, where the undertakers are not a local authority, shall be applicable as 
if they were such an authority.

(9) If the undertakers enter on any working-men’s dwelling in con­
travention of the provisions of this schedule, or of any conditions of 
approval of the housing scheme made by the Local Government Board, 
they shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding five hundred pounds in 
respect of every such dwelling :

Any such penalty shall be recoverable by the Local Government Board, 
by action in the High Court, and shall be carried to and form part of the 
Consolidated Fund. *

(10) If the undertakers fail to carry out any provision of the housing 
scheme, the Local Government Board may make such order as they think 
necessary or proper for the purpose of compelling them to carry out that 
provision, and any such order may be enforced by mandamus.

(11) The Local Government Board may, on the application of the 
undertakers, modify any housing scheme which has been approved by 
them under this Schedule, and any modifications so made shall take effect 
as part of the scheme.

(12) For the purposes of this schedule—
(a) The expression “ undertakers ” means any authority, company or 

person who are acquiring land compulsorily or by agreement under 
any local Act or Provisional Order or order having the effect of an 
Act, or are acquiring laud compulsorily under any general Acf:
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(6) The expression “ enabling Act ” means any Act of Parliament or 
Order under which the land is acquired :

(c) The expression “ local authority ” means the council of any 
administrative county and the district council of any county 
district, or, in London, the council of any metropolitan borough, in 
which in any case any houses in respect of which the re-housing 
scheme is made ar,p situated, or, in the case of the city, the common 
council:

(d) The expression “ dwelling ” or “ house ” means any house or part 
of a house occupied a.s a separate dwelling :

(e) The expression “ working class ” includes mechanics, artisans, 
labourers and others working for wages; hawkers, costermongers, 
persons not working for wages, but working at some trade or 
handicraft without employing others, except members of their own 
family, and persons other than domestic servants whose income 
in any case does not exceed an average of thirty shillings a week, 
and the families of any of such persons who may be residing 
with them.

CHAPTER 40.
An Act to continue various Expiring Laws.

[14th August 1903.]

WHEREAS the Acts mentioned in the Schedule to this Act 
are, in so far as they are in force and are temporary in their 

duration, limited to expire on the thirty-first day of December 
nineteen hundred and three:

And whereas it is expedient to provide for the continuance, as in 
this Act mentioned, of those Acts and of the enactments amending 
or affecting the same :

Be it therefore enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows ;

1.—(1) The Acts mentioned in the Schedule to this Act shall, to 
the extent specified in column^ three of that Schedule, be continued, 
until the thirty-first day of December nineteen hundred and four, 
and shall then expire, unless further continued.

(2) Any unrepealed enactments amending or affecting the 
enactments continued by this Act shall, in so far as they are 
temporary in their duration, be continued in like manner, whether 
they are mentioned in the Schedule to this Act or not.

2. This Act may be cited as the Expiring Laws Continuance 
Act, 1903. *

    
 


