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CHAPTER 34.
An Act to prevent the Spread of Infectious Disease.

[4th August 1890.]
E it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by
and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and

Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled,
and by the authority of the same, as follows :

1. This Act may be cited as the Infectious Disease (Prevention)
Act, 1890.
2, Expressions uscd in this Act shall, unless the context other-

wise requires, have the same meaning as the like expressions used
in the Infectious Disease (Notification) Act, 1889; and the pro-
visions of this Act shall apply to the infectious diseases specifically
mentioned in that Act, and may be applied to any other infectious
disease in the same manner as that Act may be applied to such
disease.
In this Act—
“ Dairy ” shall include any farm, farmhouse, cowshed, milk-store
milk-shop, or other place from which milk is supplied, or in
which milk is kept for purposes of sale:

“Dairyman
” shall include any cowkeeper, purveyor of milk, or

occupier of a dairy :

“Medical officer of health” shall include any person duly
authorised to act temporarily as medical officer of health :

“Local authority” shall include the Local Board of Woolwich,
and the parish of Woolwich shall be deemed to be a London
district.

3. The provisions of this Act shall extend—
(a.) to every London district after the expiration of four months
from the passing of this Act; and

(b.) to any urban or rural sanitary district after the adoption
thereof ;

and the local authority of any urban or rural sanitary district may
adopt all or any of the sections of this Act by a resolution passed
at a meeting of such authority. Fourteen clear days at least
before such meeting special notice of the meeting, and of the
intention to propose such resolution, shall be given to every
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member of the local authority, and the notice shall be deemed
to have been duly given to a member if it is either—
(a.) given in the mode in which notices to attend meetings of

the local authority are usually given; or

(b.) where there is no such mode, then signed by the clerk of
the local authority and delivered to the member or left at his
usual or last known place of abode in England, or forwarded
by post in a prepaid letter addressed to the member at his
usual or last known place of abode in England.

Every such resolution shall be published by advertisement in a
local newspaper, and by handbills, and otherwise in such manner
as the Jocal authority think sufficient for giving notice thereof to
all persons interested, and shall come into operation at such time
not less than one month after the first publication of the adver-
tisement of the resolution, as the local authority may fix; and upon
its coming into operation such of the sections of this Act as are
mentioned in such resolution shall extend to the district.
A copy of the resolution shall be sent to the Local Government

Board when it is published.
A copy of the advertisement shall be conclusive evidence of thé

resolution having been passed, unless the contrary be shown; and
no objection to the effect of the resolution, on the ground that
notice of the intention to propose the same was not duly given, or
on the ground that the resolution was not sufficiently published,
shall be made after three months from the date of the first
advertisement.
4. In case the medical officer of health is in possession of Inspection of

evidence that any person in the district is suffering from infectious dairies in

disease attributable to milk supplied within the district from any power to pro-
dairy situate within or without the district, or that the consumption hibit supply of

of milk from such dairy is likely to cause infectious disease to mk.

any person residing in the district, such medical officer shall, if
authorised in that behalf by an order of a justice having juris-
diction in the place where such dairy is situate, have power to

inspect such dairy, and if accompanied by a veterinary inspector or
some other properly qualified veterinary surgeon to inspect the
animals therein, and if on such inspection the medical officer
of health shall be of opinion that infectious disease is caused
from consumption of the milk supplied therefrom, he shall report
thereon to the local authority, and his report shall be accompanied
by any report furnished to him by the said veterinary inspector
or veterinary surgeon, and the local authority may thereupon give
notice to the dairyman to appear before them within such time,
not less than twenty-four hours, as may he specified in the notice,
to show cause why an order should not be made requiring him not
to supply any milk therefrom within the district until such order
has been withdrawn by the local authority, and if, in the opinion
of the local authority, he fails to show such cause, then the local
authority maymake such order as aforesaid ; and the local authority
shall forthwith give notice of the facts to the sanitary authority
and county council (if any) of the district or county in which such
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dairy is situate, and ‘also to the Local Government Board. An
order made bya local authority in pursuance of this section shall
be forthwith withdrawn on the local authority or the medical
officer of health on its behalf being satisfied that the milk supplyhas been changed, or that the cause of the infection has been
removed. Any person refusing to permit the medical officer of
health on the production of such order as aforesaid to inspect any
dairy, or if so accompanied as aforesaid to inspect the animals kept
there, or after any such order not to supply milk as aforesaid has
been given, supplying anymilk within the district in contravention
of such order, or selling it for consumption therein, shall be deemed
guilty of an offence against this Act. Provided always, that pro-
ceedings in respect of such offence shall be taken before the justicesof the peace having jurisdiction in the place where the said dairyis situate. Provided also, that no dairyman shall be liable to an
action for breach of contract if the breach be due to an order from
the local authority under this Act.

5. Section twenty-two of the Sanitary Act, 1866, so far as it
relates to any London district, and section one hundred and twentyof the Public Health Act, 1875, so far as it applies to any urban
or rural sanitary district in which this section is adopted, shallbe repealed, and the following provisions shall be in force instead
thereof, viz.:
(1.) Where the medical officer of health of any local authority,or any other registered medical practitioner, certifies that the
cleansing and disinfecting of any house, or part thereof, and
of any articles therein likely to retain infection, would tend
to prevent or check infectious disease, the clerk to the local
authority shall give notice in writing to the owner or occupierof such house or part thereof that the same and any such
articles therein will be cleansed and disinfected by the local
authority at the cost of such owner or occupier, unless he
informs the local authority within twenty-four hours from the
receipt of the notice that he will cleanse and disinfect the
house or part thereof and any such articles therein to the
satisfaction of the medical officer of health, within a time fixed
in the notice.

(2.) If, within twenty-four hours from the receipt of the notice,the person to whom the notice is given does not inform tho
local authority as aforesaid, or if, having so informed the local
authority, he fails to have the house or part thereof and anysuch articles disinfected as aforesaid within the time fixed in
the notice, the house or part thereof and articles shall be
cleansed and disinfected by the officers of the local authorityunder the superintendence of the medical officer of health, andthe expenses incurred may be recovered from the owner or
eecupier in a summary manner.

(3.) Provided that where the owner or occupier of any such
house or part thereof is unable in the opinion of the local
authority, or of their medical officer of health, effectually to
elennso and disinfect such house or part thereof, and any
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article therein likely to retain infection, the same may without
any such notice being given as aforesaid, but with the consent
of such owner or occupier, be cleansed and disinfected by the
officers of and at the cost of the local authority.

6. Any local authority, or the medical officer of health of any
local authority generally empowered by the authority in that
behalf, may by notice in writing require the owner of any bedding,
clothing, or other articles which have been exposed to the infection
of any infectious disease to cause the sane to be delivered over
to an officer of the local authority for removal for the purpose
of disinfection; and any person who fails to comply with such a
requirement shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding ten pounds.
The bedding, clothing, and articles shall be disinfected by the

authority, and shall be brought back and delivered to the owner
free of charge, and if any of them suffer any unnecessary damage
the authority shall compensate the owner for the same and the
amount of compensation shall -be recoverable in, and in case of
dispute shall be settled by, a court of summary jurisdiction.

7. Every person who shall cease to occupy any house, room,
or part of a house in which any person has within six weeks
previously been suffering from any infectious diseasewithout having
such house, room, or part of a house, and all articles therein liable
to retain infection, disinfected to the satisfaction of a registered
medical practitioner, as testified by a certificate signed by him, or
without first giving to the owner of such house, room, or part of a
house, notice of the previous existence of such disease, and every
person ceasing to oceupy any house, room, or part of a house, and
who on being questioned by the owner thereof, or by any person
negotiating for the hire of such house, room, or part’ of a house
as to the fact of there having within six weeks previously been
therein any person suffering from any infectious disease knowingly
makes a false answer to such question shall be liable to a penalty
not exceeding ten pounds,
8. No person without the sanction in writing of the medical

officer of health or of a registered medical practitioner, shall retain
unburied elsewhere than in a public mortuary or in a room not
used at the time as a dwelling-place, sleeping-place, or workroom,
for more than forty-eight hours, the body of any person who has
died of any infectious disease.

9. If any person shall die from any infectious disease in any
hospital or place of temporary accommodation for the sick, and the
medical officer of health, or any other registeredmedical practitioner,
certifies that in his opinion it is desirable, in order to prevent the
risk of communicating any infectious disease or of spreading infec-
tion, that the body shall not be removed from such hospital or place
except for the purpose of being forthwith buricd, it shall not be
lawful for any person or persons to remove such body from such
hospital or place except for the last-mentioned purpose ; and when
the body is taken out of such hospital for that purpese it shall be
forthwith carried or taken direct to some cemetery or plac: of
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burial, and shall be forthwith there buried ; and any person wilfully
offending against this section shall be liable to a penalty not
exceeding ten pounds. Nothing in this Act shall prevent the
removal of any dead body from any hospital or temporary place of
accommodation for the sick to any mortuary, and such mortuary
shall, for the purposes of this section, be deemed part of such
hospital or place as aforesaid.

10. Where the body of anyperson who has died from any infectious
disease remains unburied elsewhere than in a mortuary or in a room
not used at the time as a dwelling-place, sleeping-place, or workroom,
for more than forty-eight hours atter death without the sanction of
the medical officer of health or of a registered medical practitioner,
or where the dead body of any person is retained in any house or

building so as to endanger the health of the inmates of such house
or building, or of any adjoining or neighbouring house or building,
any justice may, on the application of the medical officer of health,
order the body to be removed at the cost of the local authority to any
available mortuary, and direct the same to be buried within a time
to be limited in the order; and any justice may, in the case of the
body of any person who has died of any infectious disease, or in
any case in which he shall consider immediate burial necessary,
direct the body to be so buried. Unless the friends or relatives of the
deceased undertake to bury and do bury the body within the time
limited by such order, it shall be the duty of the relieving officer
of the relief district from which the body has been removed to the
mortuary, or in which the body shall be, if it has not been so
removed, to bury such body, and any expense so incurred may be
charged by the relieving officer in his accounts, and may be
recovered by the board of guardians in a summary manner from
any person legally liable to pay the expenses of such burial.

11. Any person who hires or uses a public conveyance other than
a hearse for the conveyance of the body of a person who has died from
any infectious disease, without previously notifying to the owner or
driver of such public conveyance that the person whose body is or
is intended to be so conveyed has died from infectious discase, and
after any such notification as aforesaid, any owner or driver of a
public conveyance, other than a hearse, which has been used for
conveying the body of a person who has died from infectious
disease, who shall not immediately afterwards provide for the
disinfection of such conveyance, shall be guilty of an offence under
this Act.
12. Any justice of the peace acting in and for the district of

the local authority, upon proper cause shown to him,may make an
order directing the detention in hospital at the cost of the local
authority of any person suffering from any infectious disease, who
is then in an hospital for infectious disease and would not on
leaving such hospital be provided with lodging or accommodation in
which proper precautions could be taken to prevent the spreading
of the disorder by such person. Any order so to be made by an
such justice may be limited to some specific time, but with full
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power to any justice to enlarge such time as often as may appear
to him to be necessary. It shall be lawful for any officer of the
local authority or inspector of police acting in the district, or for
any officer of the hospital, on any such order being made to take
all necessary measures and do all necessary acts for enforcing the
execution thereof.
13. Any person who shall knowingly cast, or cause or permit Infectious

to be cast, into any ash-pit, ash-tub, or other receptacle for the
Mee echo

deposit of refuse matter any infectious rubbish without previous &c., to be dis-

disinfection, shall be guilty of an offence under this Act. infected.

14. Where sections seven and thirteen of this Act, or either of Notice of cer-

them, are in force in any district, the local authority shall give
notice of the provisions thereof to the occupier of any house in
which they are aware that there is a person suffering from an
infectious disease.
15. The local authority shall from time to time provide, free Temporary

of charge, temporary shelter or house accommodation with any
shelters Se.

necessary attendants for the members of any family in which any
infectious disease has appeared, who have been compelled to leave
their dwellings for the purpose of enabling such dwellings to be
disinfected by the local authority.
16. Every person who shall wilfully obstruct any duly autho- Penalties.

rised officer of the local authority in carrying out the provisions
of this Act, or who shall obstruct the carrying out of an order
made by a justice under this Act, or who shall offend against any
enactment of this Act for the time being in force in any district
by which no penalty is specifically imposed, shall be liable to a

penalty not exceeding five pounds, and if the offence is a continuing
one, to a daily penalty not- exceeding forty shillings a day so long
as the offence continues.

17. For the purpose of carrying into effect the provisions of Power of entry

section five of this Act the local authority may, by any officer for purposes
of

appointed in that behalf, who shall produce his authority in writing,
enter on any premises between the hours of ten o'clock of the
forenoon and. six o’clock of the afternoon.

18. Every penalty imposed by this Act shall be recoverable in Recovery and

a court of summary jurisdiction on the information or complaint ee of

of the local authority, or of their duly authorised officer, but not
,

otherwise, and shall be paid to the local authority.
19. Where a provision of this Act is put in force in any district Superseding in

in which there is any similar provision in force contained in any of provisions
local Act, such last-mentioned provision shall cease to be in in local Acts.

operation.
20. Any expenses incurred by a local authority in the execution Expenses.

of any of the provisions of this Act, including the reasonable
remuneration of any veterinary inspector or surgeon employed
under section four, shall be paid as part of the expenses of such

authority in the execution of the Acts relating to public health,
and in the ease of a rural authority shall be general expenses.
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Power oflocal 21. Any resolution adopting all or any of the sections of this
authorityto Act may be rescinded, either wholly or as regards any of the

rescind acop- adopted sections, by resolution of the local authority, but notice.of
"the meeting at which such resolution is to be proposed, and of the

intention to propose the same, shall be given, and such resolution
shall be published, and shall come into operation, in like manner
and at such time as is herein-before provided with respect to reso-
lutions adopting this Act, and a copy of the resolution shall be
sent to the Local Government Board when it is published.

On the resolution coming into effect the sections of this Act,
the adoption of which is thereby rescinded, shall cease to extend to
the district.
The provisions herein-before contained, as to evidence of and

objections to the effect of a resolution adopting this Act, shall
apply to any resolution rescinding such adoption.

Extent of Act. 22, This Act shall not apply to Scotland.

Application of 93, This Act shall apply to Ircland, with the same modifications

At te and. as are made in the Infectious Disease (Notification) Act, 1889, for
the purpose of its application to Ireland, and with the following
additional modifications :—
In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires— :

The expression
“ Her Majesty’s Privy Council” means the Lord

Lieutenant acting by the advice of Her Majesty's Privy Council
in Ireland :

The expression “inspector of police” includes a member of tho
Royal Irish Constabulary Force and a member of the Dublin
Metropolitan Police.

The reference to section one hundred and twenty of the Public
Health Act, 1875, shall be taken to be a reference to section

41 & 42 Vict. one hundred and thirty-seven of the Public Health (Ireland)
©. 52. Act, 1878.
Saving for 24, Nothing in or done under this Act, shall interfere with the

Acts relating operation or effect of the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Acts, 1878
animals,&e. 0 1886, or of any order, licence, or act of Her Majesty’s Privy

Council or the Local Government Board made, granted, or done, or
to be made, granted, or done, thereunder; or of any order, regulation,
licence, or act of a local authority made, granted, or done under
any such order of the Privy Council or the Local Government
Board; or exempt any dairy, or building, or thing whatsoever, or
any body or person from the provisions of any general Act relating
to dairies, milk, or animals, already passed, or to be passed in this
or any future session of Parliament.


