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CAP. CXLIII.
An A@ for amending and reducing into One A& the

Provifions contained in any Laws now in force
impofing the Penalty of Death for any Act done
in Breach of or in Refiftance to any Part of the
Laws for collecting His Majefty’s Revenue in

Great Britain. 1" [agd Fuly 1812. ]

N J HEREAS it is expedient, that the Provifions contained in any
Laws now in force, for colleéting His Majefty’s Revenue in
Great Britain, whereby the Penalty of Death ts impofed for

any Aé& done'in Breach of or in Refiftance to the faid Laws, or any of

them, fhould be amended and reduced into one AG: May it therefore

pleafe Your Majefty that it may be cnaéted; and be it ena€ted by thf
King’s moft Excellent Majefty, by and with the Advice and Confent of

the words Spiritual and ‘Temporal, and Commons, in this prefent Parlia-

Viament aflembled, and by the Authority of the fame, That in all Cafes

where any Act to be done or committed after the paffing of this Act, in

Breach of or in Refiftance to any Part of the Laws for collecting His

Majefty’s Revenue in Great Britain, would by the Laws now in force

fubje& the Offender to fuffer Death, as guilty of Felony, without Benefit
of Clergy, by virtue of the faid Laws, or any of them, fuch Act, fo to

be done or committed, fhall be deemed and taken to be Felony with Be-
nefit of Clergy, and punifhable only as fuch, unlefs the fame {hall alfo be

declared to be Felony without Benefit of Clergy by this Act.

Il. And be it declared and cnaéted by the Authority aforefaid, That if

any Deputy, Clerk, Agent, Letter Carrier, Poft Boy, or Ridcr, or any
other Officer or Perfon whatfoever employed by .or under the Polt Office
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of Great Britain, in receiving, ftamping, forting, charging, carrying, con-
veying, or delivering Letters or Packets, or in any other Bufinels relatingto the faid Office, fhall, after the paffing of this Act, fecrete, embezzle,or deftroy any Letter or Packet, or Bag or Mail of Letters with which he
or the fhall have been entrufted in confequence of fuch Employment, or
which fhall in any other Manner have come to his or her Hands or Pof-
feflion, whilft fo employed, containing the Whole or any Part or Parts of
any Bank Note, Bank Poft Bill, Bill of Exchange, Exchequer Bill,South Sea or Ea/t India Bond, Dividend Warrant, either of the Bank,South Sea, Eaft India, or any other Company, Society, or Corporation,
Navy or Victualling or Tranfport Bill, Ordnance Debenture, Seaman’s
Ticket, State Lottery Ticket or Certificate, Bank Receipt for Payment on
any Loan, Note of Aflignment of Stock in the Funds, Letter of Attorneyfor receiving Annuities or Dividends, or for felling Stock in the Funds, or
belonging to any Company, Society, or Corporation, American Provincial
Bill of Credit, Goldfmith’s or Banker’s Letter of Credit, or Note for or
relating to the Payment of Money, or other Bond or Warrant, Draught,Bill, or Promiffory Note whatfoever for the Payment of Money; or fhall
fteal and take out of any Letter or Packet with which he or the fhall have
been fo entrufted, or which thall have fo come to his or her Hands or Pof.
feffion, the Whole or any Part or Parts of any fuch Bank Note, Bank
Poft Bill, Bill of Exchange, Exchequer Bill, South Sea or Eaft India
Bond, Dividend Warrant, either of the Bank, South Sea, Eaft India, or
any other Company, Society, or Corporation, Navy or Victualling or
Tran{fport Bill, Ordnance Debenture, Seaman’s Ticket,. State LotteryTicket or Certificate, Bank Receipt for Payment of any Loan, Note of
Affignment of Stock in the Funds, Letter of Attorney for receiving An-
Nuities or Dividends, or for felling Stock in the Funds, or belonging to
any Company, Society, or Corporation, American Provincial Bill ofCredit,Goldfmith’s or Banker’s Letter of Credit or Note for or relating to the
Payment of Money, or other Bond or Warrant, Draught, Bill, or Pro-
miflory Note whatfoever for the Payment of Money; every Perfon fo
offending, being thereof convitted, {hall be adjudged guilty of Felony,and fhall fuffer Death as a Felon, without Benefit of Clergy.

_
Hil. And be it further declared and enacted by the Authority aforefaid,That if any Perfon fhall, after the paffing of this AG, {teal and take from

any
Carriage, or from the Poffeflion of any Perfon employed to conveyetters fent by the Poft ofGreat Britain, or from or out of any Pott Officeor Houfe or Place for the Receipt or Delivery of Letters or Packets, or

Bags or Mails of Letters fent or to be fent by fuch Poft, any Letter or
Packet, or Bag or Mail of Letters fent or to-be fent by fuch Poft, or fhall
fteal and take any Letter or Packet out of any fuch Bag or Mail, everyPerfon fo offending, and being thereof convicted, thall be adjudged guiltyof Felony, and fhall fuffer Death as a Felon, without Benefit of Clergy 5and fuch Offences fhall and may be enquired of, tried, and determined
either in the County where the Offence fhall be committed, or where the
Party fhall or may be

apprehended.
IV. And be it further declared and ena&ed by the Authority aforefaid,That if any Perfon fhall, after the pafling of this A@, counfel, command,

hire, perfuade, procure, aid, or abet any fuch Deputy, Clerk, Agent,Letter Carrier, Poft Boy, or Rider, or any Officer or Perfon whatfoever
4 employed
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employed by or under the faid Office, in receiving, ftamping, forting,
charging, carrying, conveying, or delivering Letters or Packets, or in

any other Bufinefs relating to the faid Office, to commit any of the Of-
fences herein-before mentioned, or fhall, with a fraudulent Intention, buy
or receive the Whole or any Part or Parts of any fuch Security or Inftru-
ment as herein-before defcribed, which fhall have been contained in, and

which, at the Time of buying or receiving thereof, he or fhe fhall know
to have been contained in any fuch Letter or Packet fo fecreted, embezzled,
ftolen, or taken by any Deputy, Clerk, Agent, Letter Carrier, Poft Boy,
or Rider, or any other Officer or Perfon fo employed as aforefaid, or
which fuch Perfon, fo buying or receiving as aforefaid, fhall at the Time
of buying or receiving thereof know to have been contained in and ftolen
and taken out of any Letter or Packet ftolen and taken from or out of any
Mail or Bag of Letters fent and conveyed by fuch Poft, or from or out of

any Poft Office or Houfe, or Place for the Receipt or Delivery of Letters
or Packets, or Bags or Mails of Letters fent or to be fent by fuch Pott ;
every Perfon fo offending, and being thereof convicted, fhali be adjudged
guilty of Felony, and fhall fuffer Death as a Felon, without Benefit of

Clergy, and fhall and may be tried, convicted, and attainted of fuch

Felony, as well before as after the Trial or Conviction of the principal
Felon, and whether the faid principal Felon fhall have been apprehended
or fhall be amenable to Juftice or not.

V. And be it further declared and enatted by the Authority aforefaid,
That if any Perfon fhall, after the pafling of this AG, make, forge, or

counterfeit, or caufe or procure to be made, forged, or counterfeited, the
Mark or Hand of the Receiver of the Prefines at the Alienation Office,
upon any Writ of Covenant, whereby fuch Receiver or any other Perfon
fhall or may be defrauded, or fuffer any Lofs thereby; every Perfon fo

offending, and being thereof convicted, fhall be adjudged guilty of Felony,
and fhall fuffer Death as a Felon, without Benefit of Clergy.

VI. And be it further declared and enaéted by the Authority aforefaid,
"That if any Perfon fhall, after the paffing of this Act, forge, counterfeit,
or alter, or caufe or procure to be forged, counterfeited, or altered, or

knowingly or wilfully a& or affift in the forging, counterfeiting, or altering
‘any Contract, Affignment, Certificate, Receipt, or attefted Copy of any
Certificate made out or purporting to be made out by any Perfon or Per-
fons authorized to make out the fame by any Act of Parliament touching
the Redemption or Sale of the Land Tax, or of any Part thereof; or if
any Perfon fhall wilfully utter any fuch forged, counterfeited, or altered

Contract, Aflignment, Certificate, Receipt, or attefted Copy of Certifi-
cate, knowing the fame to be forged, counterfeited, or altered, with
Intent to defraud His Majefty, His Heirs or Succeffors, or any Body or
Bodies Politic or Corporate, or other Perfon or Perfons; every Perfon fo

offending, and being thereofconvicted, fhall be adjudged guilty of Felony,
and {hall fuffer Death as a Felon, without Benefit of Clergy.

VH. And beit further declared and enacted by the Authority aforefid,
That if any Perfon hall, after the pafling of this Act, forge or counter-
feit, or caufe or procure to be forged or counterfeited, any Mark, Stamp,
Die, or Plate, which in purfuance of any Act or Acts of Parliament hall
have been provided, made, or ufed by er under the Direction of the

Commiffioners
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Commiffioners appointed to manage the Duties on ftamped Vellum, Parch-
ment, and Paper, or by or under the Direction of any other Perfon or
Perfons legally authorized in that Behalf, for exprefling or denoting any
Duty or Duties, or any Part thereof, which fhall be under the Care and

Management of the faid Commiffioners, or for denoting or teftifying the

Payment of any fuch Duty or Duties, or any Part thereof, or for denoting
any Device appointed by the faid Commiflioners: for the Ace of Spades,
to be ufed with any playing Card; or fhall forge or counterfeit, or caufe
or procure to be forged or counterfeited, the Impreffion, or any Refem-
blance of the Impreffion, of any fuch Mark, Stamp, Die,or Plate as

aforefaid, upon any Vellum, Parchment, Paper, Card, Ivory, ‘Gold or
Silver Plate, or other Material; or fhall ftamp or mark, or caufe or pro-
cure to be ftamped or marked, any Vellum, Parchment, Paper, Card,
Ivory, Gold or Silver Plate, or other Material, with any fuch forged or
counterfeited Mark, Stamp, Die, or Plate as aforefaid, with Intent to
defraud His Majefty, His Heirs or Succeffors, of any of the Duties, or
any Part of the Duties, under the Care and Management of the faid Com-
miffioners; or if any Perfon fhall utter or-fell, or expofe to Sale, any
Vellum, Parchment, Paper, Card, Ivory, Gold or Silver Plate, or other
Material having thereupon the Impreffion of any fuch forged or counter-
feited Mark, Stamp, Die, or Plate, or any fuch forged or counterfeited

Impreffion as aforefaid, knowing the fame refpetively to be forged or

counterfeited; or if any Perfon fhall privately or fecretly ufe any fuch
Mark, Stamp, Die, or Plate, which fhall have been fo provided, made, or

_ ufed by or under fuch Direétion as aforefaid, with Intent to defraud His
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Majefty, His Heirs or Succeffors, of any of the Duties, or any Part of the
Dutics under the Care and Management of the faid Commiflioners; every
Perfon fo offending, and being thereof convicted, fhall be adjudged guilty
of Felony, and fhall fuffér Death as a Felon, without Benefit of Clergy.

VIII. And beit further declared and enacted by the Authority aforefaid,
That if any Perfon fhall, after the. pafling of this Act, tranfpofe or re-
move, or caufe or procure to be tranfpofed or removed, from one Piece of
Wrought Plate of Gold or Silver to another; or to any Veflel or Ware
of bafeMetal, any Impreffion made with any Mark, Stamp, or Die, -pro-
vided, made or ufed by or under the DireCtion of the faid Commiflioners
ofStamps,or by or under. the Direétion of any other Perfon or Perfons

Suthorized in that Behalf, fordenoting’ any Duty or Duties, or the

Payment‘ofany Dutyor Duties, granted to His Majefty on Gold or Silver
‘Platésor fhall’ ftamp or, mark, or caufe or procuré to be: ftamped or
marked,’ dny Veffel or Ware of’ bafé‘Metal with any Mark, Stamp, or
Die, ‘which fhall haye been forged or counterfeited in Imitation of, or to
refemble any Mark, Stamp, or Die’fo'provided, made, or ufed.as aforefaid ;
or fhall fell, exchange,or expofe to Sale, or export-out of Great Britain,
any Wrought Plate of Gold. or ‘Silver, or-any ‘Veffel-or Ware ofbafe
Metal, having thereupon the Impreflidn of any’ forged or counterfeited
Mark, Stamp, or Die, for denoting any fuch Duty of Duties,’ or the Pay-
ment of any fuch Duty or Duties, or any forged or counterfeited Impref-
fion of any Mark, Stamp, or Die, fo provided, made, or ifed as aforéfaid,
or any Impreffion of any. fuch Mark, Stamp, or Dic, which fhall have been
tranfpofed or removed from any other Piece of Plate as aforefaid, knowing
the fame refpectively to be forged or counterfeited, or tranfpofed or re-
moved as aforefaid ; or fhall’ wilfully and without lawful Excufe (the

Proof
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Proof whereof fhall lie on the Perfon accufed have or be poffeffed of any
fuch forged or counterfeited Mark, Stamp, or Die, for denoting any juch

Duty or Duties, or the Payment thereof; every Perfon fo offending, and

being thereof convicted, fhall be adjudged guilty of Felony, and fhall

{uffer Death asa clon, without Benefit of Clergy.

IX. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That if any
Perfon (not being lawfully appointed or authorized fo to do) fhall make,
er caufe or procure to be made, or fhall knowingly aid or affift in the

making, or without being fo appointed or authorized as aforefaid, fhall
knowingly have in his, her, or their Cuftody or Poffeffion, without lawful
Excufe (the Proof whereof fhall lie on the Perfon accufed), any Frame,
Mould, or Inftrument, for the making of Paper, with the Words ‘ Excife
© Office’ vifible in the Subftance of fuch Paper, or fhall make, or caufe
ot procure to be made, or knowingly aid or affift in the making any
Paper, in the Subftance of which the Words ¢ Excife Office’ fhall be

yifible; or if any Perfon (except as before excepted) fhall by any Art,
Myttery, or Contrivance, caufe or procure the faid Words ‘ Excife Office ”

to appear vifible in the Subftance of any Paper whatever ;. or if any Perfon
(not being fo appointed or authorized as aforefaid) thall engrave, caft,
cut, or make, or fhall caufe or procure to be engraven, caft, cut, or made,
any Mark, Stamp, or Device, in Imitation of, or to refemble any Mark,
Stamp, or Device made or ufed by the Dire@ion of the Commiflioners of
Excile in England or Scotland, or the major Part of them refpectively, for
the Purpofe of printing, ftamping, or marking of any Paper to be ufed as

or for a Permit or Permits, to accompany any excifeable Commodity or

Commodities removing or removed from one Part of Great Britain to any
other Part thereof, in purfuance of the Direétions of any of the feverak

Statutes requiring fuch Permit; every Perfon fo offending, and being
thereof convisted, fhall be adjudged guilty of Felony, and fhall fuffer
Death as a Felon; without Benefit of Clergy.

X. And be it further declared and enaéted by the Authority aforefaid,
That if any Perfon fhall, with Intent to defraud His Majelty, falfely
make, forge, counterfeit, or alter, or caufe or procure to be falfely made,

forged, counterfeited, or altered, or willingly affift in falfely making, forg-
ing, counterfeiting, or altering any Debenture, or any Certificate for the

Payment or Return of any Money, or any Part of any fuch Debenture or

Certificate, or any Signature thereon, in any Cafe in which fuch Deben-
ture or Certificate is by any AGt or Ads of Parliament relating to the Du.
ties of Cuftoms or Excife required or direéted to be given or granted; or

fall wilfully, with fuch Intent as aforefaid, utter, publifh, or make ufe of

any fuch Debenture or Certificate, or Part thereof, fo being wholly or in
Part falfely made, forged, counterfeited, or altered; every Perlon fo

offending, and being thereof convicted, fhall be adjudged guilty of Felony,
and fhall fuffer Death as a Felon, without Benefit of Clergy.

XI. And be it further declared and enatted by the Authority aforefaid,
That if any Perfons, to the Number of Three or more, armed with Fire
Aris or other offenfive Weapons, fhall hereafter within Great Britain, or
within the Limits of any Port, Harbour, or Creek thereof, or within the

Ife of Man, or within the Limits of any Port, Harbour, or Creek thereof,
be aflembled in order to be aiding and affifting in the illegal

Exportation15G 5 0
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of Wool or other Goods ‘prohibited to be exported; or in the carrying
of Wool or other fuch Goods in -order to fuch Exportation; or in the
illegal running, landing, or carrying away prohibited or uncuftomed
Goods, or Goods liable to pay any Duties which fhall not have been paid
or fecured; or in the illegal relanding of any Goods whatfoever, which
fhall have been fhipped or exported upon Debenture or Certificate, or
from, any Warehoufe wherein fuch Wool or other Goods fhall have been
depofited under any A& of Parliament for the fecuring the Home Con-
fumption Duties thereon ; or in refcuing or taking away any fuch Wool
or other Goods as aforefaid after Seizure from any Officer or Officers of
the Cuftoms or Excife, or other Officer or Officers authorized to feize the
fame, or other Perfon or Perfons employed by him or them, or affifting
him or them, or from the Place where the fame fhall have been lodged by
him or them; or in refcuing any Perfon who fhall have been apprehended
for any of the Offences made Felony by any A& relating to the Revenues
of Cuftoms or Excife of Great Britain, or in preventing the apprehending
any Perfon who fhall have been guilty of any fuch Offence; or in cafe
any Perfons, to the Number of Three or more, fo armed as aforefaid,
fhall hereafter within Great Britain, or within the Limits of any Port,
Harbour, or Creek thereof, or within the [//e ofMan, or within the Limits
of any Port, Harbour, or Creek thereof, be fo aiding or affifting; or if
any Perfon fhall malicioufly fhoot at or upon any Ship, Veffel, or Boat
belonging to His Majefty’s Navy, or in the Service of the Cuftoms or Ex-
cife, within the Limits of any Port, Harbour, or Creek of Great Britain,
or within the [le ofMan, or within the Limits of any Port, Harbour, or
Creek thereof, or in any Port of the Briti/b or Irifb Channels, or on the
High Seas within One hundred Leagues of the Coaft of Great Britain or
Ireland ; or if any Perfon fhall, either on Shore or on the Water, within
the Limits laft aferefaid, malicioufly fhoot at, maim, or dangeroufly wound,
any Officer or Officers of His Majefty’s Army, Navy, Marines, Militia, or
Volunteers, or any other His Majefty’s Military or Naval Forces, or of
the Cuftoms or Excife, or any other Perfon or Perfons aidiag or affifting
any fuch Officer or Officers when acting in the due Execution of his or
their Duty under any of the Powers, Authorities, or Provifions of any Act
relating to the Revenues of Cuftoms or Excife of Great Britain, or of any
A&t for the Prevention of Smuggling ; every Perfon fo offending, and eyery
Perfon aiding, abetting, or aflilting therein, fhall, being thereot convicted,
be adjudged guilty of Felony, and fhall fuffer Death as a Felon, without
Benefit of Clergy; and every fuch Offence which fhall be committed
within any Port, Harbour, Creek, Haven, or Roadftead, of Guern/ey,
Jerfey, Alderney, Sark, or Man refpcétively, the fame may and fhal] be

enquired of, tried, and determined, in the faid Iflands refpectively; and
every fuch Offence committed elfewhere out of the United Kingdom may
and fhall be enquired of, tried, and determined, in any County of the
United Kingdom; and every fuch Offence committed within England,
Scothand, or Ireland refpectively, may and fhall be enquired of, tried, and
determined within fuch Part of the faid United Kingdom in which fuch
Offence fhall have been refpectively committed, but in any County or
Shire of fuch Part of the faid United Kingdom, in fuch Manner and
Form as if the Offence had been committed in the County or Shire in
which the fame fhall be enquired of, tried, and determined.

XII. And
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XII. And be it further enaéted by the Authority aforefaid, That if any

Perfon fhall be charged by Information on Oath ‘before any Juftice of the
Peace, or other Perfon competent to take fuch Information in any Part of

the United Kingdom, with being guilty of fo affembling, aiding, or affift

ing, or of fo malicioufly fhooting, maiming, or wounding as aforefaid,
within the Limits herein-before ‘refpectively {pecified, in any Cafe wherein

any fuch Officer as aforefaid, or any Perfon aiding or affifting any fuch
Officer in the Execution of his Duty as aforefaid, fhall have been killed,
fuch Information fhall be forthwith certified by thé Juftice or other Perfon

taking the fame under his Hand and Seal to one of His Majelty’s Principal
Secretaries of State, who fhall forthwith lay the fame before His Majeity
in His Privy Council; and His Majefty may thereupon, if He fhall fo
think fit, by His Order in Council, require and command the Perfon fo

charged with fuch Offence, that he do, within the Space of Sixty Days,
or fuch longer Time as to His Majefty fhall feem fit, after the Publication
of fuch Order in the London Gazette, furrender himfelf to the Lord Chief
Juftice, or any other Juftice of the King’s Bench, or to any Juftice of the

Peace, or other Perfon competent to take fuch Surrender as in fuch Order
fhall be {pecified ;"and may further order and require fuch Order to be

proclaimed by the Sheriff of the County where the Offence fhall have been

committed, if committed within any County of the United Kingdom,
and if not committed within any fuch County, then by the Sheriff of any
County near to the Place wherein the Offence fhall have been committed 5

and the Clerks of His Majefty’s Privy Council fhall caufe fuch Order to be

forthwith printed and publithed in the London Gazette, and fuch Publica-
tion to be repeated once in every Week after fuch Firft Publication, until
the Expiration of the faid Sixty Days, or fuch other ‘Time as fhall be ap-

pointed by fuch Order for the Surrender of fuch Offender, and fhall alfo

caufe a Copy of fuch Order, attefted by the Signature of one of the faid

Clerks, to be tranfmitted to the Sheriff of the County fpecified in fuch

Order, who fhall, within Fourteen Days after the Receipt of fuch Copy,
caufe the fame to be proclaimed between the Hours of Ten in the Morning
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and Two in the Afternoon, in the refpeétive Market Places, upon the re- -

fpective Market Days of ‘'wo Market Towns, in the fame County, if there
fhall be Two fuch Towns ; and if there fhall be only One fuch Town, then
in fuch ‘Town, and in fome other Place of general Refort within fuch

County, and fitall alfo caufe a true Copy of fuch Copy of fuch Order to

be affixed upon fome publick Place in each of fuch Market Towns or other

Place where fuch Proclamation fhall be made; and if the Perfon charged
with fuch Offence as aforefaid, fhall furrender himfelf according to fuch

Order, the Juftice or other Perfon to whom he fhall fo furrender, fhall .

commit him to fome Gaol or Prifon within the Limitsof his Jurifdiction,
to be there dealt with according to Law; but if fuch Perfon fo charged
and proclaimed as aforefaid, fhall not fo furrender himfelf within the Time
limited in fuch Order, or fhall after Surrender and before Trial for fuch
Offence efcape from Juftice, fuch Perfon fhall, from the Day appointed for
fuch Surrender, be adjudged to be a Perfon attainted of Felony, and fhall
fuffer Death as a Felon, without Benefit of Clergy, if the Offence hall be

charged to have been committed in England, or within the Limits of any
Port, Harbour, or Creek. in England ov Ireland, or within One hundred

Leagues of the Coalt thereof; and ic fhall be lawful for the Court of

King’s Bench, or the Juftices of Oyer or General Gaol Melivery, or Great
Seflions for the County or Place where fuch Offender fhall be, to award

: Execution
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Execution againft fuch Offender, ia fuch Manner as if he had been con-
wicted and attainted in the faid Court of King’s Bench, or before fucly
Juttices of Oyer and Terminer, or General Gaol Delivery or Great Seffiong
refpectively; and if the Offence fhall be charged to have been committed
in Scotland, or within any Port or Harbour, or Creek thereof, or within
One hundred Leagues of the Coafts thereof, fuch Offender fhall in the like
Cafe be adjudged, deemed, and taken to be convi&ed of a Capital Crime,
and fhall fuffer the Pain of Death, and Confifcation of Moveables, as in
the Cafe of a Perfon found guilty of a Capital Crime and under Sentence
for the fame; and it fhall be lawful for the Court of Juficiary, or the
Lords of Jutticiary in their Circuits in Scotland, to award Execution againt
fuch Offender, in fuch Manner as if he had been found guilty and cons
demped in the faid Courts of Jufticiary or Circuit Courts relpestively.
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