
ANNO QUARTO

GEORGI IV. REGIS.
HE ie HE He HER Ee HH He ee ee HIE He

He
ee

He HE
ee i

NE
ee ie he He AE HE ie NE ENE ie ie Ne AG ae

a
ae ae

CAP. LXXVI.
An Act for amending the Laws respecting the

Solemnization of Marriages in England.
[18th July 1823.)

WW tvesote

it is expedient to amend the Laws respecting
the Solemnization of Marriages in England; be it enacted
by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the

-Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Com-
mons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of
the same, That from and after the First Day of November next en-
suing the passing of this Act, so much of an Act passed in the
Twenty-sixth Year of the Reign ofKing George the Second, intituled
An Act for the better preventing of Clandestine Marriages, as was in 26G.2.c.33.
force immediately before the passing of this Act; and also an Act
passed in the present Session of Parliament, intituled dn Act to 4G.4.c.17.
repeal certain Provisions of an Act passed in the Third Year of
His present Majesty, intituled ‘An Act to amend certain Provisions
« of the Twenty-sixth of George the Second, for the better preventing
© of Clandestine Marriages; shall be and the same are hereby re- repealed.

-pealed; save and except as to any Acts, Matters, or Things done
-under the Provisions of the said recited Acts, or either of them,
-before the said First Day of November, as to which the said recited
Acts shall respectively be of the same Force and Effect as if this Act
had not been made; save also and except so far as the said recited

- Acts, or either of them, repeal any former Act, or any Clause, Matter,
or Thing therein contained.

12 U . II, And
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Banns, II, And be it further enacted, That from and after the First Day
where, whe, of November all Banns ofMatrimony shall be published in an audible
lished, ay Manner in the Parish Church, or in some Public Chapel, in which

el Banns ofMatrimony may now or .may hereafter be lawfullyMarriage to Cha |

be solemni- ublished, of or belonging to such Parish or Chapelry wherein . the

zed where
ersons to be married shall dwell, according to the Form ofWords

lished.» prescribed by the Rubrick prefixed to. the Office of Matrimony in
the Book of Common Prayer, upon Three Sundays preceding. the
Solemnization of Marriage, during the Time of Morning Service, or
of Evening Service (if there shall be no Morning Service in such
Church or Chapel upon the Sunday upon which such Banns shall be
so, published), immediately after the Second Lesson; and whenso-
ever it shall happen that the Persons to be married shall dwell.in
divers Parishes or Chapelries, the Banns shall in like Manner be pub-
lished in the Church or in aay such Chapel as aforesaid belonging to
such Parish or Chapelry wherein each of the said Persons shall dwell;
and that all other the Rules prescribed by the said Rubrick concern-
ing the Publication of Banns and the Solemnization of Matrimony,
and. not hereby altered, shall be duly observed; and that in all
Cases where Banns shall have been published, the Marriage shall
be solemnized in one of the Parish Churches or Chapels where
such Banns shall have been published, and in no other Place what-
soever.

Bishop, . IIL. And be it further enacted, That.the Bishop of the Diocese,
consent

with the Consent of the Patron and the Incumbent of the Church
tnd Incum- Of the Parish in which any public Chapel, having a Chapelry there-
pent, may unto annexed,may be situated, or of any Chapel situated in an Extra-
authorize parochial Place, signified to him under their Hands and Seals respec-
Publication tively, may authorize, by Writing. under his Hand and. Seal, theof Banns.in
any Public Publication of Banns and the Solemnization of Marriages jn,.sych
Chapel. .. Chapel, for Persons residing within such Chapelry orExtra-parochial

Place. respectively; and such Consent, together with such wyitten
Authority, shall be registered in the Registry of the Diocese. ,

(byte CBD, nied ak pene a

Notice to be «,,, 1V. Provided always,.and be it enacted, That in evéry C apel in

placedin jrespect.of which. such Authority shall_be given as aforesaid, there
sue nape’: ‘shall be placed in some conspicuous Part of the Interior of: such

Chapel a.Notice in the Words following; “* Banns may be published
.$© and Marriages solemnized in this Chapel.”

Provisions V. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That all Provisions
relative to now in force, or which may hereafter be established by Law, relative
parriage to providing and keeping Marriage Registers in any Parish Churches

gisters
extended to -8hall extend and be construed to extend to any Chapel in which
Chapels so thePublication of Banns and Solemnization of Marriages shall be so
authorized authorized as aforesaid, in the same Manner as if the same were a
as aforesaid. “Parish Church. and every thing required by Law to be done relative

thereto by the Churchwardensof any Parish Church shall be done
y the Chapelwarden or other, Officer exercising analogous Duties

in such Chapel. Gg

5 VI. And’
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VI. And be it further enacted, That on or: before the said ‘First Book to be

Day ofNovember, and from Time to Time afterwards as there’ shall provide
for

be Occasion, the Churchwardensand Chapelwardensof Churches and tration af
Chapels. wlicrein Marriages are solemnized, shall provide a proper :Banns, &ec.

. Book of substantial Paper, marked and ruled respectivelyin Mander, ..,
_* dirécted for the Register Book ofMarriages; and the Banns shall be. ote

“published from. the said Register Book of Banns by the officiating,
Minister, and not. from loose Papers, and after Publication shall be

- ‘signed by the officiating Minister, or by some Person under his
Direction. |

VII. Provided always, and it is hereby further enacted, That no Notice of the

Parson, Vicar, Minister, or Curate shall be obliged to publish the Names and

Banns of Matrimony between any Persons. whatsoever, unless the race and
Persons to be married shall, Seven Days at the least before the Time Abode of
required for the first Publication of such Banns respectively, deliver Parties to be
or cause to be delivered to such Parson, Vicar, Minister, or Curate, g'ven Mi-
a Notice in Writing, dated on the Day on which the same shall be so

Days before
delivered, of their true Christian Names and Surnames, and of the Publication
House or Houses of their respective Abodes within such Parish or of Banns.

Chapelry as aforesaid, and of the Time during which they have dwelt,
|

inhabited, or lodged in such House or Houses respectively.

_
VIII. Provided always, and be it enacted by the Authority aforesaid, Ministers not

That no Parson,Minister, Vicar, orCurate, solemnizing Marriages after, punishable
the First Day ofNovember next, between Persons both or one ofwhom a marryee
shall be under the Age of Twenty-one Years, after Banns published, out Consent
‘shall be punishable by Ecclesiastical Censures for solemnizing such

ofParents,
Marriages without Consent of Parents or Guardians, unless such Par. ae. unless |

son, Minister, Vicar, or Curate shall have Notice of the Dissent of Novice of
‘such Parents.or Guardians; and in case such Parents or Guardians, Dissent; ifor oneof ‘them,-shall openly and publicly declare or cause to be de- Dissent pub-

‘élared, in the Church or Chapel where the Banns shall be so pub- jicly declared,
lished, ‘at ‘the Time of such Publication, his, her, or their Dissent of Baone.
to such Marriage, such Publication of Banns shall be

absolutely, void. void.

‘+ ‘YX; And-be it further enacted, That whenever a Marriage shall Republica-
‘not be had within Three Months after the complete Publication of Hon

of
Banns

Banns, no Minister shall proceed to the Solemnization of the same Marriage notuntil the Banns shall have been republished on Three several Sundays, solemnized
in the Form and Manner prescribed in this Act, unless by Licence within Three

duly obtained according to the Provisions of this Act. Months...

X. And it is hereby further enacted, That no Licence of Marriage
Licences

shall, from and after the said First Day ofNovember, be granted by ery in
any Archbishop, Bishop, or other Ordinary or Person’ having Autho- the Church,
rity to grant such Licences, to solemnize any Marriage in any other &e. of such
Church or Chapel than in the Parish Church or in some Public Chapel Parish only
of or belonging to the Parish or Chapelry within which the usual wherein One

e Parties
Place of Abode of One of the Persons to be married shall have been jesided for 15

for the Space. of Fifteen Days immediately before the granting of Days before.
such Licence. .

. XI. And
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Where Ca-

- XT. And be it: further enacted, That if any Caveat be entered |.

veat entered against the Grant of any Licence for a Marriage, such Caveat: being;..
to issue til duly signed by or on the Behalf of the Person who enters the same, ..

Matter ex- together with hisPlace-ofResidence and the Ground ofObjection-on:::
amined by which hisCaveat is founded, no Licence shall issue till the said Caveat,
Judge. or a true Copy thereof, be transmitted to the Judge out ofwhose Office:ts

the Licence is to issue, and until the Judge has certified to the Rey.
gister that he has examined into the Matter of the Caveat, and is‘
Satisfied that it ought not to obstruct the Grant of the Licence for.
the. said Marriage, or until the Caveat be withdrawn by the Party.:
who entered the same. ose A

Parishes, XII. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That all Pas :

whereno _rishes where there shall be no Parish Church or Chapel belong-
Church

or ing thereto, or none wherein Divine Service shall be usually so-
apel, and :

Eee sos lemnized: every Sunday, and all Extra-parochial Places whatever,
chial Places,” having no Public Chapel wherein Banns may be lawfully published,, ;

deemed to “shall be deemed and taken to belong to any Parish or Chapelry next.

belong to
any adjoining, for the Purposes.of this Act only; and where Banns shall be

Porish, kc. published in any Church or Chapel of any Parish or Chapelry adjoin-
ing to

any
such Parish or Chapelry where there shall be no Church

uw. voy Chapel, or none wherein Divine Service shall be solemnized ‘@s

more’? " aforesaid, or to any Extra-parochial Place as aforesaid, the. Parson,'{

ceeees Vicar, Minister, or Curate publishing such Banns shall, in Writingy
nder his Hand, certify the Publication thereof in the same Mannes)
as if eitherof the Persons to be married had dwelt in.such adjoming,,
Parish or Chapelry. 270 ACoA

Where “XIII. Provided always, and be it further enacted:and:: declared; )
Churches are ‘(hat if the Church of any Parish, or Chapel of any Chapelwy,whereiti)
demolished Marriages have been usually solemnized, be demolished.‘in order.t0)

RepairBanns be rebuilt,or be under Repair, and on such account be disused. tor,
to be pro- public Service, it shall be lawful for the Banns to beproclaimed iniale

claimed
in@ Church or Chapel ofany adjoining Parish or Chapelry in which Banns

Chasal of in are usually proclaimed, or inany Place within the Limits of the! Parish
adjoining” -or.Chapelry-which shall be licensed by the Bishop of the Diocese for the,
Patlsh, &c. .Performance of Divine Service during the Repair or rebuilding of thé:.
vesusa-, Church as aforesaid; and where no such Place shall be so licensedj/

then, during such Period as’ aforesaid, the Marriage may be. soleme..
nizedin, the adjoining Church or Chapel wherein the Banns- have.

Cit ye, ,been proclaimed; and all Marriages heretofore solemnized in other .

Places within the said Parishes or Chapelries than the said Churches:
Chapels, on account of their being under Repair, or taken down.

ob ain order to, be rebuilt, shall not be liable to have their Validity .I “questioned on that account, nor shall the Ministers who have. sa,.
solemnized the same be liable to any Ecclesiastical Censure, or to. any”
other Proceeding or Penalty whatsoever. boys

Oath to be XIV. And be it further enacted, for avoiding all Fraud and Collusion:
taken before jn obtaining of Licences for Marriage, That before any such Licences

the Suen be granted, One of the Parties shall personally swear before the Surrow

Particulars gate or-other Person having Authority to grant the same, that he.or -

Lb she
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: wh

MGshe believeth that there is no Impediment of Kindred or Alliance, before Beor of anyother lawful Cause, nor any Suit commenced in'any Eccle- pranted.siastical Court, to bar or hinder the proceeding of the said Matric 8°"
mony according to the Tenor of the said Licence; and thatof the said Parties hath, for the Space of Fifteen Days immediately ‘:
preceding such Licence, had his or her usual Place of Abode within -
the Parsh or Chapelry within which such Marriage is to be. solem. -

nized; and where either of the Parties, not being a Widower :

Widow, shall be under the Age of Twenty-one Years, that the Con- -

sent: ofthe Person or Persons whose Consent to such Marriage is
required under the Provisions of this Act has been obtained thereto :
Provided always, that if there shall be no such Person:or Persons -

having Authority to give such Consent, then upon Oath madetothatEffect by the Party requiring such Licence, it shall be lawful to grantsuch Licence notwithstanding the Want of any such Consent.

XV. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That it shall not Bond not tobe required of any Person applying for any such Licence, to give beforany Caution or Security, by Bond or otherwise, before such Licence ing Licence.is.granted; any thing in any Act or Canon to the contrary thereof
=

—

notwithstanding.

XVI. And be it further enacted, That the Father, if living, of any Who are to’
Party under Twenty-one Years of Age, such Parties not being a Bre consentWidower or Widow; or if the Father shall be dead, the Guardian or under Age.Guardiansof: the Person of the Party so under Age, lawfully ap-
pointed,-or-One. of them; and. in case there shall be no such -Guardian or Guardians, then the Mother of such Party, if un-'
married; and if there shall be no Mother unmarried, then the
Guardian or:Guardians of the Person appointed by the Court “ofChancery,‘if any, or One of them, shall have Authority to giveConsent’to ‘the Marriage of such Party; and such Consent is hereby’
required for the Marriage of such Party so. under Age, unless
shall be-np'Person

authorized to give such Consent.) © 2 eoeee db 0. ee
"X VIL:And beit further enacted, That inease the Father ‘orFathers If the Fatherof: the: Parties to be married, or of one of them, so under Age ag.of Minor be

aforesaid, shall be xon compos Mentis, or the Guardian or Guardians;:Mentis, brMother orMothers, or-any of them whose Consent is made neces- ‘if Guardians
sary as aforesaid to the Marriage of such Party or Parties, shall be orMother of
non'compos Meniis, or in Parts beyond the Seas, or shall unreasonably

‘Minor be non
or from undue Motives refuse or withhold his, her, or their Consent-{;.ty

boven

tis, or beyondto a proper Marriage, then it shall and may be lawful for any Person ‘Sea, Ke.
desirous ofmarrying, in any of the before-mentioned: Cases, to apply Parties may
by Petition to the Lord Chancellor, Lord Keeper, or:the Lords Come épplyCatemissioners of the Great Seal of Great Britain’ forthe’ Time beings:

cel

é

> cellor,Master of the Rolls, or Vice Chancellor ofEngland;who: is- and: are#
respectively hereby empowered to proceed: upon such ‘Petition! in-'g?
summary Way; and in case the Marriage proposed shall upon
Examination appear to be proper, the ‘said: Lord Chancellor, Lord
Keeper, or Lords Commissioners of the Great Seal for the Time beings) OOMaster. of the Rolls, or Vice Chancellor, shall judicially declare thei 7”,same to.be.so; and such judicial Declaration shall be deemed and:12X taken
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taken to be as good and effectual, to all Intents and Purposes, as if
the Father, Guardian or Guardians, or Mother of the Person so

petitioning had consented to such Marriage.

Surrogate to -
. KVIII. Provided always, and be it enacted, That from and after the

take Oath of said FirstDay of November no Surrogate hereafter to be deputed by
Office. any Ecclesiastical Judge who hath Power to grant Licences, shall

grant any such Licence until he hath taken an Oath before thé said

Judge, or before a Commissioner appointed by Commission under the
Seal of the said Judge, which Commission the said Judge is hereby
authorized to issue, faithfully to execute his Office according to Law,
to the best of his Knowledge, and hath given Security by his Bond in
the Sum ofOne hundred Pounds to the Bishop of the Diocese for
the-due and faithful Execution of his said Office.

IfMarriages ©XIX. And be it also enacted, That whenever a Marriage shall not be

by Licence
- had within Three Months after the Grant of a Licence by any Arch-Fea bishop, Bishop, or any Ordinary or Person having Authority to grant

within Three such Licence, no Minister shall proceed to the Solemnization of such
Months, new Marriage until a new Licence shall have been obtained, unless by
Ticence to

be Banns duly published according to the Provisions of this Act.

Right of XX. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That nothing
Archbishop - herein-before contained shall be construed to extend to deprive the

ofCanter Archbishop ofCanterbury and his Successors, and his and their proper
Special

se" Officers, of the Right which hath hitherto been used, in virtue of: a
Licences. certain Statute made in the Twenty-fifth Year of the Reign of the late

King Henry the Eighth, intituled An Act concerning Peter Pence and
Dispensations, of granting Special Licences to marry at any eon-
venient Time or Place.

.
too

Persons s0- XXI. And be it further enacted, That if any Person shall, from and
lemnizing after the said First Day of November, solemnize Matrimony in any
ap other

other Place than a Church or such Public Chapel wherein’ Banns
Place thana may be lawfully published, or at any other Time than between the
Charch or * Hours of Eight and Twelve in the Forenoon, unless by Special Li-
Chapel,

or . cence from'the Archbishop of Canterbury, or shall solemnize Matri-
Bamsor ‘Mony without due Publication of Banns, unless Licence of Marriage
Licence, or -be first had and obtained from some Person or Persons’ having
under Pree - Authority to grant the same; or if any Person, falsely pretending to

honeon 1,

be im Holy Orders, shall solemnize Matrimony according to the Rites
Orders shalt Of the Church of England; every Person knowingly and

_ wilfully so
be transe offending, and being lawfully convicted thereof, shall be deemed and
ported. adjudged to be guilty of Felony, and shall be transported for the
Prosecution Space of Fourteen Years, according to the Laws in force for Trans-
to be oo portation. of Felons: Provided that all Prosecutions for such Felony

shall be commenced within the Space of Three Years after theOffencewithin Three
Years, committed. —

man

Marriage to §XXII. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That if any Per-
sons shall knowingly and wilfully intermarry in any other Place than a

fully marry Church, or such Public Chapel wherein Banns may be lawfully pub-
in any other lished, unless by Special Licence as aforesaid, or shall knowingly and

16 wilfully
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wilfully intermarry without due Publication ofBanns, or Licence from Place than a
a Person or Persons having Authority to grant the same, first had and Church, &e.
obtained, or shall knowingly and wilfully consent to or acquiesce 9°

Without
in the Solemnization of such Marriage by any Person not being in Licence.
Holy Orders, the Marriages of such Persons shall be null and void
to all Intents and Purposes whatsoever.

XXIII, And be it further enacted, That if any validMarriage solem. When Mar-
nized by Licence shall, after the said First Day of November next, be ‘ig¢solemn-
procured by a Party to such Marriage to be solemnized between Per- ped behates
sons, one or both ofwhom shall be under theAge ofTwenty-one Years, Age contrarynot being a Widower or Widow, contrary to the Provisions of this to this Act,
Act, by Means of such Party falsely swearing as to any Matter or Y

false OathMatters to which such Party is herein-before required personally to
guilty Party

swear, such Party wilfully and knowingly so swearing; or if any to forfeit all
valid Marriage by Banns shall, after the said First Day of November Property ac-

next, be procured by a Party thereto to be solemnized by Banns
the M.

from
between Persons, one or both of whom shall be under the Age of ©”

Twenty-one Years, not being aWidower or Widow, such Party know-
ing that such Person as aforesaid under the Age of Twenty-one
Years had a Parent or Guardian then living, and that such Marriage
was had without the Consent of such Parent or Guardian, and know-
ing that-Banns had not been duly published according to the Pro-
visions of this Act, and having knowingly caused or procured the
undue Publication of Banns, then and in every such Case it shall be
Jawful for His Majesty’s Attorney General (or for His Majesty’s
Solicitor General in case of the Vacancy of the Office of Attorney
General) by Information in the Nature of an English Bill in the
Court of Chancery or Court of Exchequer, at the Relation. of
a Parent or Guardian of the Minor, whose Consent has not. been
given to such Marriage, and who shall be responsible for any Costs
incurred in such Suit, such Parent or Guardian previously making
Oath as is herein-after required, to sue for a Forfeiture of all
Estate,. Right, Title, and Interest in any Property which hath
accrued or shall accrue to the Party so offending by force of such
Marriage; and such Court shall have Power in such Suit to declare
such Forfeiture, and thereupon to order and direct that all such
Estate, Right, Title, and Interest in any Property as shall then have
accrued, or shall thereafter accrue to such offending Party, by force
of such, Marriage, shall be secured under the Direction of such
Court for the Benefit of the innocent Party, or of the Issue of the
Marriage, or of any of them, in such Manner as the said Court shall
think fit, for the Purpose of preventing the offending Party from
deriving any Interest in Real or Personal Estate, or pecuniary Bene-
fits from such Marriage; and if both the Parties so contracting
Marriage shall, in the Judgment of the Court, be guilty of any such
Offence as aforesaid, it shall be lawful for the said Court to settle and
secure such Property, or any Part thereof, immediately for the Benefitof the Issue of the Marriage, subject to such Provisions for the
offending Parties, by way ofMaintenance or otherwise, as the said
Court, under the particular Circumstances of the Case, shall think
reasonable, Regard being had to the Benefit of the Issue of: the

Marriage
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Marriage during the Lives of their Parents, and of the Issue of the
Parties respectively by any future Marriage, or of the Parties them-
selves, in case either of them shall survive the other: Provided also,
that-no such Information as aforesaid shall be filed, unless it shall be
made out to the Satisfaction of the Attorney or Solicitor General
before he files the same, by Oath or Oaths sworn before One of the
Masters in Ordinary in Chancery, or before One of the Barons of the
-Exchequer, and which they are hereby respectively empowered to
administer, that the valid Marriage to be complained of in such In-
fermation hath been solemnized in such Manner and under such
Circumstances, as in the Judgment of the said Attorney or Solicitor
General are sufficient to authorize the filing the Information under -

the Provisions of this Act, and that such Marriage has been solem-
nized without the Consent of the Party or Parties at whose Relation
such Information .is proposed to be filed, or of any other Parent or
Guardian of the Minor married, to the Knowledge or Belief of the
Relator or Relators so making Oath; and that such Relator or
Relators-had not known or discovered that such Marriage had been
solemnized more than Three Months previous to his or their Appli-
cation to the Attorney or Solicitor General.

“Previous XXIV. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That
Agreements 4] Agreements, Settlements, and Deeds, entered into or executed b
to be void. . : ithe Parties to any Marriage, in.consequence of or in relation to whic

Marriage such Information as aforesaid shall be filed, or by either of
the said Parties, before and in contemplation of such Marriage, or-
after such Marriage, for the Benefit of the Parties or either of them,. . .

or their Issue, ‘so far.as the same shall be contrary to or inconsistent’ «1.

with the Provisions-of such Security and Settlement as shall be made
by or under the Direction of such Court as aforesaid, under the _.,

Authority of this Act, shall be absolutely void, and have-no Force ..

or Effect. boda

Information _ XV. Provided always, and’be it further enacted, That any original...
to be filed Information to be filed for the Purpose of obtaining a Declaration of ;

within One any such Forfeiture as aforesaid, shall be filed within One Year after’: .

Year. the Solemnization of the Marriage by which such Forfeiture shall have +

been incurred, and shall be prosecuted with due Diligence; and in =
:

case any Person or necessary Party to any such Information shall
abscond, or be or continue out of England, it shall be lawful for the
Court in which such Information shall be filed to order such Person
to appear to such Information, and answer the same, within such
Time as to such Court shall seem fit; and to cause such Order to
be served on such Person at any Place out of England, or to cause
such Order to. be inserted in the London Gazette, and such other
British or Foreign Newspapers as to such Court shall seem proper;
and in Default of such Person appearing and answering such Infor-
mation within the Time to be limited as aforesaid, to order such In-
formation to be taken as confessed by such Person, and to proceed
to make such Decree or Order upon such Information as such Court
might have made if such Person had appeared to and answered such
Information: Provided always, that in case the Person at whose
Relation any such Suit shall have been instituted shall die pending

17 such
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such Suit, itshall be lawful for the Court ofChaneery, ifsuch Court ~:~
shall see fit, to appoint a proper Person or proper Persons at whosé
Relation such Suit may be continued. Te

XXVI. Provided always, and be it further enacted; That after. the Proof of theSolemnization of any Marriage under a Publication of:Banns, it shall actual Resi. . enceof thenot be necessary in support of such Marriage to give any Proof of parties not
the actual Dwelling of the Parties in the respective Parishes or Cha- necessary to
pelries wherein the Banns of Matrimony were published; or where the Validity
the Marriage is by Licence, it shall not be necessary to give any of aMarriage,Proof that the usual Place of Abode of one of the Parties, for the panns or by"
Space of Fifteen Days as aforesaid, was in the Parish or Chapelry Licence.
where the Marriage was solemnized ; nor shall any Evidence in either
of the said Cases be received to prove the contrary in any Suit?
touching the Validity of such Marriage. ME

a EPP
XXVII. And be it further enacted, That in no Case whatsoever. shallNo‘Suit shall

any Suit or Proceedings be had in any Ecclesiastical Court, in order be
had te 1to compel a Celebration of any Marriage in Facie Ecclesia, by reason: bratton oF

*
ofany Contract ofMatrimony whatsoever, whether per Verba de pret- Marriage by
sentt, or per Verba de futuro, any Law or Usage to the contrary not- reason of any
withstanding. of.

Marriage,

XXVIIE. And, in order to preserve theEvidence ofMarriages, and to Marriages to
©

make the Proof thereof more certain and easy, and for the Direction be
in the

rofMinisters in the Celebration of Marriages and registering thereof, two wit
be it enacted, That from-and after the said First Day of November nesses, and
all Marriages shall be solemnized in the Presence of Two or more to be regis-
credible Witnesses, besides the Minister who shall celebrate the same;.
and: that ‘immediately after the Celebration of every Marriage an : ‘
Entry thereof shall be made in the Register Book provided and kept»: ”.
for that Purpose as by Law is now directed, or as shall be hereafter. >
directed; in which Entry or Register it shall be expressed that the
said -Marriage‘;was celebrated by Banns or Licence, and if both’ 6r*
either of the Parties married by Licence be under Age, not: being: ':] .

a Widower or Widow, with Consent of the Parents or Guardians, asvac
the Case shall be; and such Entry shall be signed by the Ministerwith 904 signed, **

“

his proper Addition, and also by the Parties married, and attested by Se
such Two Witnesses; which Entry shall be made in the Form: or tothe:
Effect following; that is to say,

AB. of{ PS } Parish, and C.D. of { $2 } Parish, were "°"™this
Church B

went

‘
married in this Chapel } by { Licence, J with Consent’‘ of { ments, } this Day of . inthe Year. | a

.

‘
. Rector.‘ By me J.J. 2

Vicar,
. Curate,

‘ ThisMarriage was solemnized between.us azB
°

* Inthe Presence of {br
12Y XXIX. And
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Persons cor-
victed of
making a
false Entry,

or of forging,
&c. any sueh
Entry ;

or of forging
&e, any
Licence ;

or of destroy-
ing such Re-
gister ;

to be trans-
ported.

This Act not
to affectMar-
riages of
Royal Fa-
mily.
Act not to
extend to
Marriages
of Quakers
and Jews.

Two printed
Copies of the
Act to besent
to theMini-
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XXIX. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, Thatif any Person shall, from and after the said First Day of November,

with Intent to elude the Force of this Act, knowingly and wilfully
insert or cause to be inserted in the Register Book of”such Parish or
Chapelry as aforesaid any false Entry of any Matter or Thing relating
to any Marriage ; or falsely make, alter, forge, or counterfeit, or cause
or procure to be falsely made, altered, forged, or counterfeited, or act
or assist in falsely making, altering, forging, or counterfeiting any
such Entry in such Register; or falsely make, alter, forge, or counter-
feit, or cause or procure to be falsely made, altered, forged, or coun-
terfeited, or assist in falsely making, altering, forging, or counterfeit-
ing any such Licence of Marriage as aforesaid ; or utter or publish as
true any such false, altered, forged, or counterfeited Register as
aforesaid, or a Copy thereof, or any such false, altered, forged, or
counterfeited Licence of Marriage, knowing such Register or Licence
of Marriage respectively to be false, altered, forged, or counter-
feited; or if any Person shall, from and after the said First Day of
November, wilfully destroy or cause or procure to be destroyed any
Register Book ofMarriages, or any Part of such Register Book, with
Intent to avoid any Marriage, or to subject any Person to any of the
Penalties of this Act; every Person so offending, and being thereof
lawfully convicted, shall be deemed and adjudged guilty of Felony,
and shall suffer the Punishment of Transportation for Lite, according
to the Laws in force for the Transportation ofFelons.

XXX. Provided always, and be it enacted, That this Act, or any
thing therein contained, shall not extend to the Marriages of any of
the Royal Family.

XXXI1. Provided likewise, and be it further enacted, That nothing in
this Act contained shall extend to any Marriages amongst the People
called Quakers, or amongst the Persons professing the Jewish Reli-
gion, where both the Parties to any such Marriage shall be of the
People called Quakers, or Persons professing the Jewish Religion
respectively.

XXXII. And be it further enacted, That Two printed Copies of this
Act shall, as soon as conveniently may be after the passing of this
Act, be provided by His Majesty’s Printer, and transmitted to the
Officiating Ministers of the several Parishes and Chapelries in
England respectively;One of which Copies shall be deposited and kept
with the Book containing the Marriage Register of such Parish or
Chapelry, in the Chest or Box provided for the Custody of the same.

XXXII. And be it further enacted, That this Act shall extend
only to that Part of the United Kingdomcalled England.

LONDON: Printed by Gzorce Eyre and Anprew STRAHAN,
Printers to the King’s most Excellent Majesty. 1823.
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