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An Act for amending the Laws respecting the
Solemnization of Marriages in England.

[18th July 1823.]

HEREAS it is expedient to amend the Laws respecting
‘;‘; the Solemnization of Marriages in England ; be it enacted

by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the
Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Com-
mons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of
the same, That from and after the First Day of November next en-
suing the passing of this Act, so much of an Act passed in the
Twenty-sixth Year of the Reign of King George the Second, intituled
An Act for the better preventing of Clandestine Marriages, as was in 26G.2.c.33.
force immediately before the passing of this Act; and also an Act
passed in the present Session of Parliament, intituled dr Act /0 4G.4.c.17.
repeal certain Provisions of an Act passed in the Third Year of
His present Majesty, intituled ¢ An Act to amend certain Provisions
¢ of the Twenty-sizth of George the Second, for the better preventing
¢ of Clandestine Marriages;’ shall be and the same are hereby re- repealed.
pealed ; save and except as to any Acts, Matters, or Things done
-under the Provisions of the said recited Acts, or either of them,
before the said First Day of November, as to which the said recited
Acts shall respectively be of the same Force and Effect as if this Act
had not been made ; save also and except so far as the said recited
Acts, or either of them, repeal any former Act, or any Clause, Matter,
or Thing therein contained.
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Banns, II. And be it further enacted, That from and after the First Day
where, when, of Nrouember all Banns of Matrimony shall be published in an audible
and how pub- M . - i T .y . "
lished, and anner in the Parish Church, or in sgme Public Chapel, in which
Marriageto  Chapel Banns of Matrimony may now or may hereafter be Ia,wfully
be solemni- ul?ished, of or belonging to such Parish or Chapeli*! wherein the
’]‘;’g ";:he“'fb_ ersons to be married shall dwell, according to the Form of Wqrds
lished, | prescribed by the Rubrick prefixed to the Office of Matrimony in
the Book of Common Prayer, upon Three Sundays preceding the
Solemnization of Marriage, during the Time of Morning Service, or
of Evening Service (if there shall be no Morning Service in such
Church or Chapel upon the Supday upon which such Banns shall be
so published), immediately sfter the Second Lesson; and whenso-
gver it shall happen that the Persons to be married shall dwell in
divers Parishes pr Chapelries, the Banns shall in like Manner be pub-
lished in the Church or in awy such Chapel as aforesaid belonging te
such Parish or Chapelry wherein each of the said Persons shall dwell ;
and that all other the Rules prescribed by the said Rubrick concern-
ing the Publication of Banns and the Solemnization of Matrimony,
and not hereby altered, shall be duly observed; and that in all
Cases where Banns shall have been published, the Marriage shall
be solemnized in one of the Parish Churches or Chapels where
such Banns shall have been published, and in no other Flace, what-

soever.

Bishop, III. And be it further enacted, That the Bishop of the ﬂiocgge,
wf“l‘,‘afr‘(’)‘r‘fe“‘ with the Consent of the Patron and the Incumbent of the huyrch
:nd Incum- ©f the Parish in which any public Chapel, having a Chapelry there-
bent, may  Unto annexed, may be situated, or of any Chapel situated 1n an Extra-
authorize  parochial Place, signified to him under their Hands and Séals respgc-
f}‘}’;‘;‘fﬁf;"{; tively, may authorize, by Writing under his Hand and Sgal, the
any Public . Publjcation, of Banns and the Solemnization of Marrjages ju,sch
Chapsl, Chapel for Persons residing within such Chapelry or E)g;rq,pgmcgial

‘ Flace. respegtiyely ; and such Consent, together with sugh pritten

Autbority, shgifj be registered; in the Registry of the pw(';ﬁsé:h o

¢ l i r t ' o
Notice to be ., . i‘f’. Provided always, and be it enacted, That in evéry di]apel( in
placed tn o, Tespoctyof which. such Awuthority shall be given g8 aforgsaid, there
such Chapel. ghall be placeid in some conspicuous Part of the Interigr of; such
Ghapel a Natice in the Words following ; * Banns may be pubiigh(fd
« and Marriages solemnized in this Chapel.”

Providions V. Provided always, angd be it further enacted, That all },;rovisi(ms
relative to  now in force, or which may hereafter be established by Law, relative
Hardage to providing and keeping Marriage Registers in any Parish Churches,
exooiedto  shall extend and be construed to extend to any Chapel in which
Chapels so  the Publication of Banns and Solemnization of Marriages shall bg so
authorized  guthorized as aforesaid, in the same Manner as if the same were a
as aforesaid. Parish Church,; and every thing tequired by Law to be done relative
thezeto by the Chyypchwardens of any Parish Church shall be dane
by the Chapelwarden or other Qfficer exercising analogous Duties
in such Chapel. .

i
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*} VI And bé it fiirther enacted, That on or- before the sail Fjrst Book to be
Day df November, and from Time to Time afterwards as there' shall provided for
be Occasion, the Churchwardens and Chapelwardens of Churches gnd :'::ﬁgf‘ﬂ??
Chapels whierein Marriages are solemnized, shall -provide 3 proper: Banns, &c.
Book of substdntial Paper, marked and ruled respectively in Manner
dirécted for the Register Book of Marriages; and the Banns shall be
g}llﬂished from ‘the said Register Book of Banns by the officiating,

inister, and hot. from loose Papers, and after Publication shall be
signed by the officiating Minister, or by some Person under his

Drire‘étion.

VII. Provided always, and it is hereby further enacted, That no Notice of the
Parson, Vicar, Minister, or Curate shall be obliged to publish the Names and
Banns of Matrimony between any Persons whatsoever, unless the ;}f:: ‘;‘}d
Persons to be married shall, Seven Days at the least before the Time Apode of
required for the first Publication of such Banns respectively, deliver Parties to be
or cause to be delivered to such Parson, Vicar, Minister, or Curate, given to Mi-
u Notice in Writing, dated on the Day on which the same shall be so JyirJeren
delivered, of their true Christian Names and Surnames, and of the pugumio,.
House or Houses of their respective Abodes within such Parish or of Banns.
Chapelry as aforesaid, and of the Time during which they have dwelt,

inhabited, or lodged in such House or Houses respectively.

'VIII. Provided always, and be it enacted by the Authority aforesai&, Ministers not
That no Parson, Minister, Vicar, or Curate, solemnizing Marriages after punishable
the First Day of November next, between Persons both or one of whom %’1'“:::3'::‘]5_
shall be under the Age of Twenty-one Years, after Banns published, out Consent
shall be punishable by Ecclesiastical Censures for solemnizing such of Parents,
‘Marriages without Consent of Parents or Guardians, unless such Par- 8;10- unless
gon, Minister, Vicar, or Curate shall have Notice of the Dissent of ;q;t’i c};a;t‘f
gtich Parents of Guardians; and in case such Parents or Guardians, Dissent; if
or ofie'of ‘them, shall openly and publicly declare or cause to be de- Dissent pub-
dlared, in the Church or ghapel where the Banns shall be so pub- lll,clylfiecljired-
lished, ut ‘the Time of such Publication, his, her, or their Dissent o;‘%;":;?"

to suchMarriage, such Publication of Banns shall be qbsplg;;ely ¥oid. void.
¥X. And be it further enacted, That whenever a Marriage shall Republica-

1ot be had within Three Months after the complete Publication of tién of Banns
Banns, no Minister shall proceed to the Solemnization of the same Rfa“l‘_’:i‘gg' :fot
until the Banns shall have been republished on Three several Sundays, solemnized

in the Form and Manner prescribed in this Act, unless by Licence mrl;a'fhree

duly obtained according to the Provisions of this Act,

¥t

X. And it is hereby further enacted, That no Licence of Marriage Licences
shall, from and after the said First Day of November, be granted by ‘::agrfﬂﬂited
any Archbishop, Bishop, or other Ordinary or Person having Autho- the Ch:?;cl?,
rity to grant such Licences, to solemnize any Marriage in any other ls:c of such
Church or Chapel than in the Parish Church or in some Public Chapel Parish only
of or belonging to the Parish or Chapelry within which the usual ‘(’)"fhfﬁ'i‘,a?t’i'e
Place of Abode of One of the Persons to be married shall have been yegded for 15

for the Space of Fifteen Days immediately before the granting of Days before.
such Licence.
' XI. And
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Where Ot XL And be it further enacted, That if any Caveat bo entered ;
;?tlﬁ::f:: against the Grant of any Licence for a Marviage, such Caveat being

toimue gl duly signed by or-omthe Behalf of the Person who enters the samey
Matter ex-  together with his-Plice-of Residence and the Ground of Objectien-on

amined by  which his Caveat is founded, no Licence shall issue till the said Caveat, |

Judge. or a true Copy thereof, be ttansmitted to the Judge eut ofwhose Office
the Licence 18 to issue, and until the Judge has certified to the: Res
_ gister that he has examined into the Matter of the Caveatyand is ¢
satisfied that it ought not to obstruct the Grant of the Licénce for
the said Marriage, or until the Caveat be withdrawn by the Rarty
who entered the same.

Parishes, XIL. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That all Pa
whereno  rishes where there shall be no Parish Church or Chapel belong
Church or ing thereto, or none wherein Divine Service shall be usually so-
Brbe e demnized every Sunday, and all Extra-parochial Places whatever,
chial Places, having no Public Chapel wherein Banns may be lawfully publisheds
deemed t6 A8 shalk be deemed and taken to belong to any Parish or Chapelry next.
:g!gi';%n“ ¥ adjoining; for the Purposes.of this Act only; and where Banus shall be
Parish, %c. published in any Church or Chapel of any Parish or Chapelry adjoin-
ing te any such Parish or Chapelry where there shall be no Church
a  tor Chapel, or none wherein Divine Service shall be solemnized s

: »  aforesaid, or to any Extra-parochial Place as aforesaid, the Rarson,q

jq;: ’",‘ 'Vicar, Minister, or Curate publishing such Banns shally i Writingy

) under his Hand, certify the Publication thereof in the same Manae))

as if either of the Persons to be married had dwelt in sugh adjoiningq

Parish or Chapelry. 1 81b18u%)
i . . 1 s bartism
Where X111, Provided always, and be it further enacted:.and. declazed,)

Churches are That if the Church of any Parish, er Chapel of any Chapelbry, whereit()
‘3:“::51‘;“1 Masriages have been usually solemnized, be dexgdkhé:l hg;gtdwmu
RepairBanns be zebuilt, or be under Repair, and on such account bi disubed: e,
tobepro-  public Service, it shall be law{ul for the Banns te be preclaimediinaln
g;:meg in® Church or Chapel of any adjoining Parish or Chapelry in which Banns
05:{7%1’3; i tare usually praclaimed, or in any Place within the Limits bf thel Parich
adjoinin «or Chapelsywhich shall be licensed by the Bishop of the Diaceséfonthe.,
Patish, &° Performance of Divine Service during the Repair or rebuilding o tha
« o+ Church as aforesaid ; and where no such Place shall be so lcensed}/
o 1M then, during such Period as aforesaid, the Marriage wmnay be salems
° “miged in the adjoining Chureh or Chapel wherein the Banns have
Ly "' “heen proclaimed ; and all Marriages heretofore solemnized in othex
Places within the said Parishes or Chapelries than the said Churghes
- or Chapels, on account of their being under Repair, or taken down
5n order to he rebuilt, shall not be liable to have their Validity
questioned an that account, nor shall the Ministers who have so;
solemnized the same be liable to any Ecclesiastical Censure, or to,sny

other Proceeding or Penalty whatsoever. ,

{ 4 ‘ L]
Oath to be 'XiV. And be it further enaated, for avoiding all Fraud and Gollusion
vaken before in obtaining of Licences for Marriage, That before any su¢h Licences
:‘;‘ti‘:e’;‘:i’f be granted, One of the Parties shall personally swear hefere the Surnom
Datiodars  gate or pther Person baving Authority to grant the same, that he }?p
. she

pt |
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she believeth that there is no fmpediment of Kindred or Alliance, before -

or of anysother lawful Cause, nor any Suit commeneed i ang Ecels. cence s
siastical Court, to bar or hinder the proceeding of she said Magri §2"td
mony according 0 the Tenor of the said Licence y and that one

of the said Parties hath, for the Space of Fifteen Days immediately .
preceding such Licence, had his or her usual Place of Abode within

the Parish er Chapelry.within which such Marriage is to be. solem.

nized ; and where either of the Parties, not being a Widower orr
Widoéw; shall be under the Age of Twenty-one Years, that the Con-

senti of the Person -or Persons whose Consent to such Marriage is
required under the Provisions of this Act has been obtained thereto-
Provided always, that if there shall be no such Person or Persons

having Authority to give such Consent, then upon Oath made to that

Effect by the Party requiring such Licence, it shall be lawful to grant

such Licence notwithstanding the Want of any such Consent.

XV. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That it shall not ll)iond not :io
be required of any Person applying for any such Licenee, to give )° required
any Caution or Security, by Bond or otherwise, before such Licence ,b:;‘irfcg,:z:t
is.granted ; any thing in any Act or Canon to the contrary thereof

notwithstanding.

X'VE And be it further enacted, That the Father, if living, of any Who are to
Party inder Twenty-one Years of Age, such Parties not being a ff“';a?:’l::‘:‘;:
Widower or Widow ; or if the Father shall be dead, the Guardian or under Age.
Guardians of the Person of the Party so under Age, lawfully ap-
pointed;:er: One of them; and in case there shall be no suck
Guardian or Guardians, then the Mother of such Party, if un-
married ; and if there shall be no Mother unmarried, then the
Ghardian ob Guardians of the Person appointed by the Conit of
Ohancery,if any, or One of them, shall have Authority to give
Gonsent to thb Marriage of such Party ; and such Consent is hereby”
requived: for the Marriage of such Party so under Age, unless there
shall e l{ib f’arson authoriged to give such €onsent, ’

1] i W 9 b

JXNVIE:ARd be it further enacted, Thatin ease the Fathey of Fathess If the Father
ofthe Parties to be married, or of one of them, so under Age hsoof Minor be
aforesaid; shall be #on compos Mentis, or the Guardian or Guardians, jomeo 2™
Mother - Mothers, or-any of them whose Cunsent is made hecet. if Guardions
sary as aforesaid to the Marriage of such Party or Patties, shail be or Mother of
nor compes Mentis, or in Parts beyond the Seas, or shall unréasonably ng‘"" ";I'L""
or from undue Motives refuse or withhold his, her, or their Conseént: ﬁs:no':oﬂeyo:j
to a proper Marriage, then it shall and may be lawful forany Person :Ses, &c.
desirous of marrying, in any of the before-mentioned Qases; to applyParties may

4

by -Petition to the Lord Chancellor, Lord Keeper, or:the Istirdé()omm‘]‘f’g’g é‘l’l::_’
missioners of the Great Seal of Great Brimin'foi-the Pime being,, ccllor,
Master of the Rolls, or Vice Chancellor bf Szland, who iv-and dree
respectively hereby empowered to proceed: apen sudl Petition! in 4O
summary Way; and in case the Marriage proposed shall upon
Examination appear to be proper, thé said- Lord Chancellor, Lord d 3
Keeper, or Lords Commissioners of the Great Seal for the Time boing; @
Master of the Rolls, or Vice Chancellor, shall judicially declare the  *
same to-be.so.y and s}:{xch judicial Declaration shall be deemed and

12

taken
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taken to be .as good and effectual, to all Intents and Purposes, as if
the Father, Guardian or Guardians, or Mother of the Persoh so
petitioning had consented to such Marriage.

i
Surrogate 6 X VIIL. Provided always, and be it enacted, Fhat from and after' the
take Oath of ga;d First Day of November no Surrogate hereafter to be deputed by
Office. any Ecclesiastical Judge who hath Power to grant Licences, shall
" grant any such Licence until he hath taken an Oath before thé said
Judge, or before a Commissioner appointed by Commission under the
Seal of the said Judge, which Commission the said Judge is hereby
authorized to issue, faithfully to execute his Office according to Law,
to the best of his Knowledge, and hath given Security by his Bond in
the Sum of One hundred Pounds to the Bishop of the Diocese for

the due and faithful Execution of his said Oftice.

If Marviages ~ XIX. And be it also enacted, That whenever a Marriage shall not be
by Licence  had within Three Months after the Grant of a Licence by any Arch-
be nots0-  hishop, Bishop, or any Ordinary or Person having Authority to grant
within Three Such Licence, no Minister shall proceed to the Solemnization of such
Months, new Marriage until a new Licence shall have been obtained, unless by
Licencetobe Banng duly published according to the Provisions of this Act.
obtained.
Right of XX. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That nothing
Archbishop  herein-before contained shall be construed to extend to deprive the
l‘;ﬁ rcat’(‘:er;m Archbishop of Canterbury and his Successors, and his and their proper
Spe{ial 8 Officers, of the Right which hath hitherto been used, in virtue of a
Licences.  certain Statute made in the Twenty-fifth Year of the Reign of the late;

King Henry the Eighth, intituled .4An dct concerning Peter Pence and

Dispensations, of granting Special Licences to marty at any econ-

venient Time or Place.

U]

Persons so- X XI. And be it further enacted, That if any Person shall, froht #nd
lemnizing  gafter the said First Day of November, solemnize Matrimony in dny
x‘rﬁffgr‘" other Place than a Church or such Public Chapel wherein Banns
plzce than a May be lawfully published, or at any other Time than between the
Church or  Hours of Eight and Twelve in the Forenoon, unless by Specidl ILi-
C!“;}Pel- or  gence from/the Archbishop of Ganterbury, or shall solemnize Matri-
B mony without due Publication of Banns, unless Licence of Matifage
Licence, or be first had and obtained from some Person or Persons having
under Pre-  Authority to grant the same; or if any Person, falsely preténding to
jonce .°fH ,, be in Holy Orders, shall solemnize Matrimony according to the Rites
Orders, shal] ©f the Church of England; every Person knowingly and wilfully so
be trans- _ Offending, and being lawfully convicted thereof, shall be deemed ahd
ported. adjudged to be guilty of F¥elony, and shall be transported for the
Prosecution Space of Fourteen Years, according to the Laws in force for Trans-
to be eom"  portation of Felons: Provided that all Prosecutions for such Felony
I shall be commenced within the Space of Three Years after the Offence

within Three A
Years. eommitted; .

Marriage to  XX1L Provided always, and be it further enacted, That if any Per-
be void where gong shall knowingly and wilfully intermarry in any other Place than a

fﬁ{?&my" Church, or such Public Chapel wherein Banins may be lawfully pub-

in any other lished, unless by Special Licence as aforesaid, or shall knowingly and
16 wilfully



4 GEORGII IV. Cap.76. 1095

wilfully intermarry without due Publication of Banns, or Licence from Place than a
a Person or Persons having Authority to grant the same, first had and Church, &e.
obtained, or shall knowingly and wilfully consent 40 or acquiesce o Without
in the Solemnization of such Marriage by any Person not being in E;';’;Ze“
H(;lﬁ Orders, the Marriages of such Persons shall be null and void i

to

Intents and Purposes whatsoever.

XXIIL And be it further enacted, That if any valid Marriage solem. When Mar-
nized by Licence shall, after the said First Day of November next, be rsgesolemn-
procured by a Party to such Marriage to be solemnized between Per- llf::ju:::,v:,ff::
sons, one or both of whom shall be under the Age of Twenty-one Years, Age contrary
not being a Widower or Widow, contrary to the Provisions of this to this Act,
Act, by Means of such Party falsely swearing as to any Matter or Y %lse Oath
Matters to which such Party is herein-before required personally to gzih;a;g;tthe
swear, such Party wilfully and knowingly so swearing; or if any to forfeit a{l
valid Marriage by Banns shall, after the said First Day of November Property ac-
next, be procured by a Party thereto to be solemnized by Banms the Marrian
between Persons, one or both of whom shall be under the Age of " ' 8%
Twenty-one Years, not being a Widower or Widow, such Party know-
ing that such Person as aforesaid under the Age of Twenty-one
Years bad a Parent or Guardian then living, and that such Marriage
was had without the Consent of such Parent or Guardian, and know-
ing that-Banns had not been duly published according to the Pro-
wisions af this Act, and having knowingly caused or procured the
undue Publication of Banns, then and in every such Case it shall be
lawful for His Majesty’s Attorney General (or for His Majesty’s
Solicitor General in case of the Vacancy of the Office of Attorney
General) by Information in the Nature of an Englsh Bill im the
&ourt of Chancery or Court of Exchequer, at the Relation of
a Parent or Guardian of the Minor, whose Consent has mot been
given to such Marriage, and who shall be responsible for any Costs
incurred in such Suit, such Parent or Guardian previously making
(ath as is herein-after required, to sue for a Forfeiture of all
Kstate, Right, Title, and Interest im any Property which hath
accrued or shall accrue to the Party so offending by fonce of such
Marriage ; and such Court shall have Power in such Suit to declare
such Forfeiture, and thereupon to order and direct: that all such
Estate, Right, Title, and Interest in any Property as shall ther have
accrued, or shall thereafter accrue to such offending Party, hy . force
of such Marriage, shall be secured under the Direction of such
Court for the Benefit of the innocent Party, or of the Issue of the
Marriage, or of any of them, in such Manner as the said Coust shall
think fit, for the Purpose of preventing the offending Party from
deriving any Interest in Real or Personal Estate, or pecuniary Bene-
fits from such Marriage; and if both the Parties so eontracting
Marriage shall, in the Judgment of the Court, be guilty of any such
Offence as aforesaid, it shall be lawful for the said Court to settle and
secure such Property, or any Part thereof, immediately for the Benefit
of the Issue of the Marriage, subject to such Provisions for the
offending Parties, by way of Maintenance or otherwise, as the said
Court, under the particular Circumstances of the Case, shall think
zeasonable, Regard being had to the Benefit of the Issue of the

' " Marriage
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Marriage during the Lives of their Parents, and of the Issue of the
Parties respectively by any future Marriage, or of the Parties them-
selves, in case either of them shall survive the other : Provided also,
that-no such Information as aforesaid shall be filed, unless it shall be
made out to the Satisfaction of the Attorney or Solicitor General
before he files the same, by Oath or Oaths sworn before One of the
Masters in Ordinary in Chancery, or before One of the Barons of the
Exchequer, and which they are hereby respectively empowered to
administer, that the valid Marriage to be cemplained of in such In-
formation hath been solemnized in such Manner and under such
Circumstances, as in the Judgment of the said Attorney or Solicitor
General are sufficient to authorize the filing the Information under
the Provisions of this Act, and that such Marriage has been solem-
mized without the Consent of the Party or Parties at whose Relation
such Information is proposed to be filed, or of any other Parent or
Guardian of the Minor married, to the Knowledge or Belief of the
Relator or Relators so making Oath; and that such Relator or
Relators-had not known or discovered that such Marriage had been
solemnized more than Three Months previous t0 his or their Appli-
cation to the .Attorney or Solicitor General.

XXIV. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That
all Agreements, Settlements, and Deeds, entered into or executed b
the Parties to any Marriage, in.consequence of or in relation to whic{
Marriage such Information as aforesaid shall be filed, or by either of
the said Parties, before and in contemplation of such Marriage, or
after such Marriage, for the Benefit of the Parties or either of them,
or their Issue, so far as the same shall be contrary to or inconsistentr
with the Provisions of such Security and Settlement as shall be made
by or under the Direction of such Court as aforesaid, under the
Authority of this Act, shall be .absolutely void, and have no Foree
or Effect. !

XXYV. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That any original
{nformation to be filed for the Purpose of -obtaining a Declaration of
any such Forfeiture as aforesaid, shall be filed within One Year after
the Solemnization of the Marriage by which such Forfeiture shall have
been incurred, and shall be prosecuted with due Diligence 3 and in
case any Person or necessary Party to any such Information shalk
abscond, er be or continue out of England, it shall be lawful for the
Court in which such Information shall be filed to order such Person
to appear to such Information, and answer the same, within such
Time as to such Court shall seem fit; and to cause such Order to
be served on such Person at any Place out of England, or to cause
such Order to be inserted in the Leondon Gazette, and such other
British or Foreign Newspapers as to such Court shall seem proper ;
and in Default of such Person appearing and answering such Infor-
mation within the Time to be limited as aforesaid, to order such In-
formation to be taken as confessed by such Person, and to proceed
to make such Decree or Order upon such Information as such Court
might have made if such Person had appeared to and answered such
Information: Provided always, that in case the Person at whose
Relation any such Suit shall have been instituted shall die pending

17 ‘ such
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such Suit, it shall be lawful for the Court of Chaneery, if such Court *
shall see fit, to appoint a proper Person or proper Persons-at whose
Relation such Suit may be continued. - & e
1 - ps

XXV, Provided always, and be it further enacted; That after the. Proof of the
Solemnization of any Marriage under a Publication of' Banns, it shall actul Rei-
not be necessary in support of such Marriage to give any Proof of o not
the actual Dwelling of the Parties in the respective Parishes or Cha- necessary to
pelries wherein the Banns of Matrimony were published; or where the Validity
the Marriage is by Licence, it shall not be necessary to give any °ﬁ;ﬁ:‘;’:}§e""
Proof that the usual Place of Abode of one of the Parties, for the Bans or byr
Space of Fifteen Days as aforesaid, was in the Parish or Chapelry Eieénce.
where the Marriage was solemnized ; nor shall any Evidence in eithet -1
of the said Cases be received to prove the contrary in say Suit?
touching the Validity of such Marriage. ci. e

Ce al TPYR R

XXVII. And beit further enacted, That in no Case whatsoeves:stialf N&ISuit shall
any Suit or Proceedings be had in any Ecclesiastical Court, iw order M‘a:l‘é’ )
to compel a Celebration of any Marriage in Facie Ecclesi, by reasot Samion of
of any g‘ontract of Matrimony whatsoever, whether per Verba de prett Marriage by
senti, or per Verba de futuro, any Law or Usage to the contrary not- reason of any
withstanding. gﬁ:g“"‘ of

» Marriage,

XX VIIL And, in order to preserve the Evidence of Marriages, and to Marriages to
make the Proof thereof more certain and easy, and for the Direction II’,*’ in the '
of Miniéters in the Celebration of Marriages and registering thereof, moo Win.
be it enacted, That from.and after the said First Day of November nesses, and
all Marriages shall be solemnized in the Presence of Two or more to be regis-
credible Witnesses, besides the Minister who shall celebrate the samey *#°d:
and: that immediately after the Celebration of every Marriage an ¢
Entry thereof shall be made in the Register Book provided and kept
for that Purpose as by Law is now directed, or as shall be hereafters -~
directed ; in which Entry or Register it shall be expressed that the
said Marriageiwas celebrated by Banns or Licence, and if beth 6r' o &
eithér 'of' the Parties married by Licence be under Age, not being n} s ue
a Widower or Widow, with Consent of the Parents or Guardians, assy 5 Va1 .
the Case shall be; and such Entry shall be signed by the Minister with #%d signed, **
his proper Addition, and also by the Parties married, and attested by %&
such Two Witnesses; which Entry shall be made in the Forms or toshers

Effeet following ; that is to say, + . 1D
iy 1 .
“uB. of{ 1° } Parish, and €. D of { 1€ } Parish, wers Horm.
. - . . Church Banns . 1‘
married in this Chapel } by { Li cenc’? ) }thh Consent
cof { Gonents Jthis  Dayof  intheYew. ..
Rector. -
¢ By pe J, J. < Vicar.
Curate,
¢ This Marriage was solemnized between us g £
1 " :
¢ In the Presence of { ;" 17 ﬁ

G.H’
12Y XXIX. And
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4 GEORGII 1IV. Cap.76.

XXIX. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That
if any Person shall, from and after the said First Day of November,
with Intent to elude the Force of this Act, knowingly and wiltfully
insert or cause to be inserted in the Register Book of such Parish or
Chapelry as aforesaid any false Entry of any Matter or Thing relating
to any Marriage ; or falsely make, alter, forge, or eounterfeit, or cause
or procure to be falsely made, altered, forged, or counterfeited, or act
or assist in falsely making, altering, forging, or counterfeiting any
such Entry in suc{x Register ; or falsely make, alter, forge, or counter-
feit, or cause or procure to be falsely made, altered, forged, or coun-
terfeited, or assist in falsely making, altering, forging, or counterfeit-
ing any such Licence of Marriage as aforesaid ; or utter or publish as
true any such false, altered, forged, or counterfeited Register as
aforesaid, or a Copy thereof, or any such false, altered, forged, or
counterfeited Licence of Marriage, knowing such Register or Licence
of Marriage respectively to be false, altered, forged, or counter-
feited ; or if any Person shall, from and after the said First Day of
November, wilfully destroy or cause or procure to be destroyed an
Register Book of Marriages, or any Part of such Register Book, witf;
Intent to avoid any Marriage, or to subject any Person to any of the
Penalties of this Act; every Person so offending, and being thereof
lawfully convicted, shall be deemed and adjudged guilty of Felony,
and shall suffer the Punishment of Transportation for Lite, according
to the Laws in force for the Transportation of Felons.

XXX. Provided always, and be it enacted, That this Act, or any
thing therein contained, shall not extend to the Marriages of any of
the Royal Family.

XXXI.Provided likewise, and be it further enacted, That nothing in
this Act contained shall extend to any Marriages amongst the People
called Quakers, or amongst the Persons Erofessing the Jewisk Reli-
gion, where both the Parties to any such Marriage shall be of the
People called Quakers, or Persons professing the Jewisk Religion
respectively.

XXXII And be it further enacted, That Two printed Copies of this
Act shall, as soon as conveniently may be after the passing of this
Act, be provided by His Majesty’s Printer, and transmitted to the
Officiating Ministers of the several Parishes and Chapelries in
England respectively ; One of which Copies shall be dciposited and kept
with the Book containing the Marriage Register of such Parish or
Chapelry, in the Chest or Box provided for the Custody of the same.

XXXIII. And be it further enacted, That this Act shall extend
only to that Part of the United Kingdom called' England.

LONDON: Printed by Georce Eyre and ANDREW STRAHAN,
Printers to the King’s most Excellent Majesty. 1823.
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