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8. Where any burgh has been or shall be divided into wards under the provisions of

the Act thirty-first and thirty-second Victoria, chapter one hundred and eight, the town
councillors of such burgh shall be elected in the same manner as town councillors
are elected in burghs divided.into wards or districts under the provisions of the Acts
third and fourth William the Fourth, chapters seventy-six and seventy-seven, and the
provisions of these Acts respectively with reference to the election of councillors shall be
and are hereby made applicable to elections of councillors in burghs which have been or
shall be divided into wards under the provisions of the said Act thirty-first and thirty-
second Victoria, chapter one hundred and eight.
9. The town council of any burgh may from time to time resolve that the costs and

expenses of and incident to the election of the town councillors of such burgh, or of any
trustees, commissioners, or other persons who are appointed or have been in use to be
elected along with such town councillors, shall be defrayed out of the assessments imposed
or levied in such burgh under the provisions and for the purposes of the Registration Acts ;
and after such resolution shall have been adopted, the costs and expenses of and incident
to such elections, as ascertained and fixed by the town council shall be added to the costs
and expenses attending the annual registration in such burgh, and shall be included in the
assessment to be imposed and levied under the provisions and for the purposes of the
Registration Acts.

SCHEDULE.
And I further give notice, in terms of The Municipal Elections Amendment (Scotland) Act,

1870, that in respect the number of persons proposed for election as councillors in the burgh [or
in the ward (or wards) or commissioners or trustees, as the case may be,] docs not
exceed the number of vacancies to be supplied in the burgh [er ward] there will be no poll, and
the persons so proposed will on the day appointed for declaring the election be declared to be
elected councillors of the burgh [or commissioners o7 trustees, as the case may be).

CHAP. 93.
An Act to amend the Law relating to the Property of Married Women.

[9th August 1870.]
W HEREAS it is desirable to amend the law of property and contract with respect to

married women :

Be it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and
consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1. The wages and earnings of any married woman acquired or gained by her after the
passing of this Act in any employment, occupation, or trade in which she is engaged or
which she carries on separately from her husband, and also any money or property so
acquired by her through the exercise of any literary, artistic, or scientific skill, aud all
investments of such wages, earnings, money, or property, shall be deemed and taken to be
property held and settled to her separate use, independent of any husband to whom she
may be married, and her receipts alone shall be a good discharge for such wages, earnings,
money, and property.

2. Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary in the Act of the tenth year of
George the Fourth, chapter twenty-four, enabling the Commissioners for the Reduction of
the National Debt to grant life annuities and annuities for terms of years, or in the Acts
relating to savings banks and post office savings banks, any deposit hereafter made and
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any annuity granted by the said Commissioners under any of the said Acts in the nameof a married woman, or in the name of a woman who may marry after such deposit or
grant, shall be deemed to be the separate property of such woman, and the same shall be
accounted for and paid to her as if she were an unmarried woman ; provided that if anysuch deposit is made by, or such annuity granted to, a married woman by means ofmoneysof her husband without his consent, the Court may, upon an application under sectionnine of this Act, order such deposit or annuity or any part thereof to be paid to the
husband.

3. Any married woman, or any woman about to be married, may apply to the Governor
and Company of the Bank of England, or to the Governor and Company of the Bank of
Ireland, by a form to be provided by the governor of each of the said banks and companyfor that purpose, that any sum forming part of the public stocks and funds, and not beingless than twenty pounds, to which the woman so applying is entitled, or which she is
about to acquire, may be transferred to or made to stand in the books of the governorand company to whom such application is made in the name or intended name of the
woman. as a married woman entitled to her separate use, and on such sum being entered
in the books of the said governor and company accordingly the same shall be deemed to
be the separate property of such woman, and shall be transferred and the dividends paidas if she were an unmarried woman ; provided that if any such investment in the funds
is made by a married woman by means of moneys of her husband without his consent,the Court may, upon an application under section nine of this Act, order such invest-
ment and the dividends thereof, or any part thereof, to be transferred and paid to the
husband.

4, Any married woman, or any woman about to be married, may apply in writing to
the directors or managers of any incorporated or joint stock company that any fully paid
up shares, or any debenture or debenture stock, or any stock of such company, to the
holding of which no liability is attached, and to which the woman so applying is entitled,
may be registered in the books of the said company in the name or intended name of the
woman as a married woman entitled to her separate use, and it shall be the duty of such
directors or managers to register such shares or stock accordingly, and the same upon
being so registered shall be deemed to be the separate property of such woman, and shall
be transferred and the dividends and profits paid as if she were an unmarried woman ;provided that if any such investment as last mentioned is made by a married woman bymeans ofmoneys of her husband without his consent, the Court may, upon an applicationunder section nine of this Act, order such investment and the dividends and profitsthereon, or any part thereof, to be transferred and paid to the husband.

5. Any married woman, or any woman about to be married, may apply in writing to
the committee of management of any industrial and provident society, or to the trustees
of any friendly society, benefit building society, or loan society, duly registered, certified,or enrolled under the Acts relating to such societies respectively, that any share, benefit,
debenture, right, or claim whatsoever in, to, or upon the funds of such society, to the
holding of which share, benefit, or debenture no liability is attached, and to which the
woman so applying is entitled, may be entered in the books of the society in the name or
intended name of the woman as a married woman entitled to her separate use, and itshall be the duty of such committee or trustees to cause the same to be so entered, and
thereupon such share, benefit, debenture, right, or claim shall be deemed to be the separate
property of such woman, and shall be transferable and payable with all dividends and
profits thereon as if she were an unmarried woman; provided that if any such share,
benefit, debenture, ric¢ht, or claim has been obtained by a married woman by means of
moneys of her husband without his consent, the Court may, upon an application under
section nine of this Act, order the same and the dividends and profits thereon, or any partthereof, to be transferred and paid to the husband.

6. Nothing herein-before contained in reference to moneys deposited in or annuities
granted by savings banks or moneys invested in the funds or in shares or stock of any33 & 34 VIct. 3F
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company shall ag against creditors of the husband give validity to any deposit or invest-
ment of moneys of the husband made in fraud of such creditors, and any moneys 80

deposited or invested may be followed as if this Act had not passed.

7, Where any woman married after the passing of this Act shall during her marriage
become entitled to any personal property as next of kin or one of the next of kin of an

intestate, or to any sum of money not exceeding two hundred pounds under any deed or

will, such property shall, subject and without prejudice to the trusts of any settlement

affecting the same, belong to the woman for her separate use, and her receipts alone shall
be a good discharge for the same.

8. Where any freehold, copyhold, or customaryhold property shall descend upon any
woman married after the passing of this Act as heiress or co-heiress of an intestate, the
rents and profits of such property shall, subject and without prejudice to the trusts of any
settlement affecting the same, belong to such woman for her separate use, and her receipts
alone shall be a good discharge for the same.

9. In any question between husband and wife as to property declared by this Act to
be the separate property of the wife, either party may apply by summons or motion in a

summary way either to the Court of Chancery in England or Ireland according as such

property is in England or Ireland, or in England (irrespective of the value of the property)
the judge of the County Court of the district in which either party resides, and thereupon
the judge may make such order, divect such inquiry, and award such costs as he shall think
fit

; provided that any order made by such judge shall be subject to appeal in the same
manner as the order of the same judge made in a pending suit or on an equitable plaint
would have been, and the judge may, if either party so require, hear the application in his

private room.

10. A married woman may effect a policy of insurance upon her own life or the life of
her husband for her separate use, and the same and all benefit thereof, if expressed on the
face of it to be so effected, shall enure accordingly, and the contract in such policy shall
be as valid as if made with an unmarried woman.
A policy of insurance effected by any married man on his own life, and expressed upon

the face of it to be for the benefit of his wife or of his wife and children, or any of them,
shall enure and be deemed a trust for the benefit of his wife for her separate use, and of
his children, or any of them, according to the interest so expressed, and shall not, so long
as any object of the trust remains, be subject to the control of the husband or to his
creditors, or form part of his estate. When the sum secured by the policy becomes pay-
able, or at any time previously, a trustee thereof may be appointed by the Court of
Chancery in England or in Ireland according as the policy of insurance was effected in
England or in Ireland, or in England by the judge of the County Conrt of the district, or
in Ireland by the chairman of the Civil Bill Court of the division of the county, in which
the insurance office is situated, and the receipt of such trustee shall be a good discharge
to the office. If it shall be proved that the policy was effected and premiums paid by the
husband with intent to defraud his creditors, they shall be entitled to receive out of the
sum secured an amount equal to the premiums so paid.

11, A married woman may maintain an action in her own name for the recovery of
any wages, earnings, money, and property by this Act declared to be her separate
property, or of any property belonging to her before marriage, and which her husband
shall, by writing under his hand, have agreed with her shall belong to her after marriage
as her separate property, and she shall have in her own name the same remedies, both
civil and criminal, against all persons whomsoever for the protection and security of such
wages, earnings, money, and property, and of any chattels or other property purchased
or obtained by means thereof for her own use, as if such wages, earnings, money, chattels,
and property belonged to her as an unmarried woman; and in any indictment or other
proceeding it shall be sufficient to allege such wages, earnings, money, chattels, and property
to be her property.
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12, A husband shall not, by reason of any marriage which shall take place after this

Act has come into operation, be liable for the debts of his wife contracted before
marriage, but the wife shall be liable to be sued for, and any property belonging to
her for her separate use shall be liable to satisfy, such debts as if she had continued
unmarried.

Married Women’s Property.

13. Where in England the husband of any woman having separate property becomes
chargeable to any union or parish, the justices having jurisdiction in such union or

parish may, in petty sessions assembled, upon application of the guardians of the poor,
issue a summons against the wife, and make’ and enforce such order against her for the
maintenance of her husband as by the thirty-third section of “The Poor Law Amendment
Act, 1868,” they may now make and enforce against a husband for the maintenance of his
wife who becomes chargeable to any union or parish. Where in Ireland relief is given under
the provisions of the Acts relating to the relief of the destitute poor to the husband of
any woman having separate property, the cost price of such relief is hereby declared
to be a loan from the guardians of the union in which the same shall be given, and shall
be recoverable from such woman. as if she were a feme sole by such and the same actions
and proceedings as money lent. -

14, A married woman having separate property shall be subject to all such liability
for the maintenance of her children as a widow is now by law subject to for the main-
tenance of her children: Provided always, that nothing in this Act shall relieve
her husband from any liability at present imposed upon him by law to maintain her
children.

15. This Act shall come into operation at the time of the passing of this Act.

16. This Act shall not extend tv Scotland.

17, This Act may be cited as the “Married Women’s Property Act, 1870.”

CHAP. 94.
An Act to provide for Superannuation Allowances to Medical Officers of
Unions, Districts, and Parishes in England and Wales.

[9th August 1870.]

WHEREAS it is expedient that provision should be made to enable superannuation
allowances to be granted to medical officers of unions, districts, and parishes in

England and Wales, who become disabled, either by infirmity or age, to discharge the
duties of their offices:
Be it therefore enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice

and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows :

1, The board of guardians of any union or parish, and the board of management of any
district, may, at their discretion, with the consent of the Poor Law Board, grant to any
medical officer of such union, district, or parish an annual allowance, under and subject
to the provisions of the Act to provide for superannuation allowances to officers of the

unions, passed in the twenty-seventh and twenty-eighth year of the reign of Her Majesty,
chapter forty-two, notwithstanding such medical officer shall not have devoted his entire
time to the services of the union, district, or parish, and such allowance shall be paid out
of the common fund of the union or district, or out of the poor rate of the parish, as the
case may require, exclusively, and no contribution shall be made thereto out of any moneys
voted by Parliament.
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