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REGULATIONS, DATED 4TH SEPTEMBER 1969, MADE BY THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH 
AND SOCIAL SERVICES UNDER SECTIONS 13 AND 68 OF THE FOOD AND DRUGS 
ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1958. 

The Mini!)try of Health and Social Services, in exercise of the powers 
conferred upon it by sections 13 and 68 of the Food and Drugs Act (Northern 
Ireland) 1958(a), having consulted with such organisations as appear to it to be 
representative of interests substantially affected by these regulations, hereby 
makes the following regulations:-

PART I 

PRELIMINARY 

Citation and commencement 
1. These regulations may be cited as the Meat (SteriliZiatjon) Regulations 

(Northern Ireland) 1969 and shall come into operation on 1st 'November 
1969; , 

Interpretation 
2. In these regulations-
''',the Act" means the Food and Drugs Act (Northern Ireland) 1958; 
"butchers' meat" means meat from any animal slaughtered in the United 

Kingdom for sale for human consumption; 
"carcase" includesi part of a carcase~ 
"competent authority" means an authority having power under the laws 

in force in any country to examine food and to certify as to its fitness for 
human consumption; 

"imported meat" means meat originating outside the United Kingd.oni; 
"knacker meat" means meat £rom any animal slaughtered in, or from any 

carcase brought into, a knackery in the United Kingdom;' '" 
"meat" does not include bones, blood, poultry, whalemeat or a whole 

dead animal, but does include offal and fat and any product of which 
a principal ingredient is meat: " , 

'''occupier'' means in relation to any slaughterhouse the person licensed jn 
respect thereof under the Slaughterhouses Act (Northern Ireland) 1953(b), 
and in relation to' any knackery the person licensed under Section 105 
of the Public Health (Ireland) Act 1878(c); 

, , 

"processor" means any perllon who in the course of his processing business 
sterilizes meat; 
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"sale by retail" means any sale to a person buying otherwise than for the 
purpose of re-sale but does not include any sale of llleat direct from 
a slaughterhouse or knackery, or; being imported meat, direct from its 
por.t or other place of entry, to-
(a) any hospital, medical or veterinary school or similar institution 

for instructional or diagnostic purposes; 
(b) ,any processor for sterilization by him; 
(c) ,any manufacturing chemist for the manufacture by him of pharma­

ceuticai products; 
(d) any zoological garden, menagerie, mink farm or trout farm; or 
(e) any person for preparation for sale by him to a processor or 

manufacturing chemist; 
"slaughterhouse" means a place for slaughtering animals, the fj.esh of. 

which is intended for sale for human consumption, and includes any 
place available in connection therewith for the ·confinement of .animals 
while awaiting slaughter there or for kee:pfug, . or sUbjecting to any 
treatment or process, products of the slaughteri~g of animals there; 

"sterilized" means treated by boiliIlg, or' by steam under pressure until 
every piece of theat is cooked throughout; or dry--rendered, digested. or 
solvent-processed into technical tallow, greases, glues, feeding meals 
or fertilisers. 

Savings 
3. Nothing in these regulations shall-
(a) be construed as derogating from the provisions of the Diseases· at 

Animals Act (Northern Ireland) 1958(d} or of any Order made under 
that Act; 

(b) affeCt the disposal u!).der Section 17 of the AgriGuItq.ral Produce (Meat 
Regq.lation and Pig Industry) Act (Northertl Ireland). 1962(e) o~ me~t 
or pig products urifit for human consumption. 

PART H:.:·' j ';" 
' .. " . , . 

UNFIT· BUTCHERS' MEAT AND KNAC~~R 'M:I3AT 

Unfit meat to,be sterilized before refnoval from slaughterhouse 
4~ Subject to the provisioris of these regulations, the. ocCupier of .(1 

slaughterhouse shall not cause orpelinit to be removed itom the slaugqter­
house any meat which is u~t fo~ ihuman consumption, and no person sh:all so 
remove any such meat, unless it has first been steItiIized·: . 

Provided that it shall be a defence in any proceedjU.gs. for any contravention 
of this regulation for the defendant to prove ;that he did not know, and could 
not with reasonable diligence have ascertained; that the meat Was unfit for 
human consumption .. 

Meat to be steriiized before removal from kliackery 
5. Subject to the provisions of these ,regulatia:ns, the occupier ·of a knackery 

sh~llnot cause or permit to be removed from the knackery any meat, and 
no person shall so remove any meat, unless it has first been sterilized . 

(d) 1958. c. 13. . (e) 1962 c. 13. 
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Exemptions from regulations 4 and 5 , , 
" 6. Nothing in regulations 4 and ,5 shall apply to the removal from any 

'slaughterhouse or knac;kery of any meat- " 
(a) to any hospital, medical or veterinary s9hoolor similar institution for 

'instruotional or diagnostic purposes; , 
(b) to any processor fo~ sterilization by him, to any manufaoturing 

chemist for the ,manufacture by him of pharmaceutical'products, or to 
,any zoological garden, menagerie, mink farm or trout farm, or to any 
person by ,a,rrangement in writing with an authorised officer f.or prePrur:a· 
tion before further removal to any processm or manufactunng c~emlst 
or' for storage if such meat is in each case removed in a vehIcl~ or 
impervious container which is kept closed and locked at all tImes 
except when necessary for the loading ,or 111iIoading of the contents or 
their examination by ana!uthorised officer and which bears a notice of 
adequate size and',conspicuously visible containing a, distinct, legible 
and unambiguous statement to the effect that· the meat is not for 
human. consumption. ' 

No knacker meat or unfit butchers' meat to be in possession for, sale. unless 
sterilized 
7.-(1) Subject to the provisions of these regulations, no person shall have 

in his possession for the PlJTPose of sale ~)r preparation for saleanybutohers' 
meat which is unfit for human' co;o,sumptionor anyknackermeat u,nless, in 
each case, it is sterilized: ' 

Provided that it shall be a defence in any proceedings for any ~ontnj.Vention 
of this regulation for the defendant to prove either-' , 

(a) that he did not know and could not with reasonable diligence have 
ascertained, that the meat was unfit for human consumption or, as the 
case maY,be, was knacker meat, or , 

(b) that he had made arrangellle:(l,ts for it to be sterilized without ,any 
'unnecessa1."y delay. 

(2) Nothing in this regulation shall apply as respects 'any meat i~ 'any 
slaughterhouse or knackery or ,as respects any meat- . 

(a) in the possession .of ,any person while in transit, in a vehicle or 
impervious container which is kept closed and -locked, at all times 
except when necessary for the loading or unloading of the, contents or 
their examination by an authorised officer and which bears a notice of 
adequate size' ,and conspicuously visible containing a' distinct, legi:ble 
and unambiguous statement to the effect that the meat is not for human 
consumption,. from aslalighterhOuse or Imackery to~ 
(i) any processor; 
(ii) any manufactu1ring chemist; 
(iii) any zoological garden,menagerie, mink farm or trout fa-pn; 
(iv) any person by arrangement in writing with an authoriseq. ofij,cer'for 

preparation b~fore remov~l to any processor ormanuf~aturing 
chemist or for storage; , 

(b) in the possession of any person while in ,transit from ii sIaughteThouse 
or knackery to ,any hospital, medical or veterinary school orr simila-r 
institution for instructional or diagnostic purposes; 

(c) on the premises of-
(i)' any processor "for stetmza-tion by him on those pretnises;, 
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(li) any manufacturing' chemist for the manufacture by him on those 
premises of phannaceutJical products; 

(iii) any zoological garden, menagerie, mink farnJ. or trout fann; 
(iv) any person by arrangement in writing with an au~horised officer for 

preparation before removal to any .processor or manufacturing 
chemist or for storage on those premises if that person's arrange­
ments are suitable and sufficient for ensuring that the meat is kept 
segregated from other meat-and he does not part with possession 
of the meat otherwise than on its destruction or its delivery or 
consignment to a processor or manufacturing chemist in a vehicle 
or impervious container which is kept closed and locked at all times 
except when necessary for the loading or unloading of the contents 
or their examination by an authorised officer .and which bears a 
notice of adequate size and conspicuously visible containing a 
distinct, legible and unambiguous statement to the effect that the 
meat is not for human consumption; 

(d) in transit -to the premises of any processor or manufacturing chemist 
in '8. vehicle or container in accordance with sub-pamg<mph (c)(iv) 
above. 

Exemptions 
8.-(1) Where there are no facilities 'for sterilization in a' slaughterhouse 

or knackery the provisions of this Part shall not apply as respects any meat 
removed from that slaughterlmuse or knackery by artangement in writing with' 
an authorised officer to a place where it will be sterilized or destroyed. 

(2) Nothing in this Part shall apply in ·relation to imported meat. 

PART III 

IMPORTED MEAT UNFIT FOR. OR Not INTENDED FOR, 
. HUMAN CONSUMPTION 

Requirements when imported meat which is unfit for, or not intended for, 
.. ' human consumption .is stored in. or removed from, the port or other 

place of entry 
9 .• N9 petson shall"remove or cause to be cremoved from its port or other 

place of entry, or place or cause to be plaCed in storage at its port or other 
place of entry-
. (a) any imported meat which is unfit for human consumption, 

(b) any meat, other ;jfuan the meat of a rabbit or hare, imported from the 
Republic of Ireland or the Channel· Islands for the purpose of sale 
othelwise than for human consumption which does not bear a meat 
inspection stamp of a competent authority in the Republic of ireland 
or the Channel Islands, as the case may be, 

(c) any imported meat, other than the meat of a rabbit or hare, which has 
been imported from any, place elsewhere than the Republic of Ireland 
or the Channel Islands without an official certific;:l:te for the time being 
recognised by the Ministry in accordance with the provisions of the 
Imported Food (Northern Lreland) Regulations . 1968(f), 

unless, in each case,. t~ai meat is sterilized or unless every piece thereof or' 
every package contammg any of that meat bears' a. notice of adequate size 

. ,; 
(f) S.I. 1968/98 .. 
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and conspicuously visible containing a distinct, legible and unambiguous 
statement to thee'ffect that the meat is unfit ror human consumption or that 
it is not for huma,n consumption. 

Imported meat which is unfit to;', or not intended tor, human consumption 
, not to be in possession fat, sale unless sterilized 

lO.-{l) Subject to the provisions of these regulations, 1;10 person shall 
have in his possession for the purpose of sale ot preparation for sale-

(a) any imported meat which is unfit fot human consumption, 
(b) any meat, other'than the meat of a rabbit or hare, imported from the 

Republic Qf Ireland or the Channel Isl~ds foc the purpose of sale 
otherwise tha,n for human consumption whic:il, at the time of importation, 
did not bear a meat inspection stamp of a competent authority in the 
Republic of Ireland or the Channel Islands, as the case may be, 

(c) any imported meat, other than the 1ueat of a rabbit or hare, which· 
has been imported from any place els~wherethan the Republic of 
Ireland or the Channel Islands without an official certificate for the 
time being recognised :by the Ministry in accordance with the provisions 
of the Imported Food (Northern Ireland) Regulations 1968, 

unless, in eaoh case, that meat is sterilized : 
Provided that it shall be a defence in any proceMings for any contravention 

of this regulation for the defe:qdant to prove either-
(i). {hat he did ,·not know, and- could :Q.ot with· treasonaible 'diligency have 

ascertained, that ,that meat was meat to which the foregoing 
provisions of this rygulatiqn apply; or ' 

(ii) that he had made arrangements for it to be sterilized without' any 
unnecessary delay. 

(2) Nothing in this regulation shaH apply as respects any meat-' 
(a) in the possesSIon of any person while in transit, in a vehiCle or 

impervious container whiclj. is kept c1qsed, and loc:ked at ,all times 
ex:cept when necessary for the l()ading or .@loading of the contents or 
their examination by an authorised officer and which bea.rs a notice of 

, adeq'!late 'si?e andconspi<;uously visible containing a distinct, legible 
and unarhbiguous statement tp 11he effect that the meat is not for 
hu:r;pan consumption,. from its port or other place of entry to~ 
(i) any processoI; 
(ii) any manufacturing chemist; 
(iii) any zoological garden, menagerie, mink farm or trout farm; 
(iv) any person by arrangement in writing with an authorised officer 

for preparation before removal to any processor or manufacturing 
chemist or for storage; , 

(b) in the, possessiofr of any person wliile in transit from its port or other 
place of entry to any hospital, medical OF veterinary school or similar' 
institution for instructional or diagnostic pm:poses; 

(c) on the premises of-
(i) any processor for sterilization by him on those ,premises; 
(ii) any manufacturing chemist for the manufacture ·by rum on those 

premises of pharmaceutiGal prqducts; 
(iii) any zoological garden, menagerie, mink fa,fijlo~ trout fann; 
(iv) any person by ru;rangemynt in writing with an allthorised officer 

.for, prepar~tion before removal to 'a:p.y proces~or or m~nuf~cturing 
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chemist or for storage on those premis~s,jfthat person's arrange­
mentsare suitable and sufficient for ensuring that tbe meat is kept 
segregated from other meat and he 40es not part with posse~sion 
of the meat otherwise than on its destruction or its delivery or 

, consignment to a processor or manufacturing ohemist in a vehicle 
or impervious container which is kept closed and locked at all times 
except when necessary for 1Jhe loading or unloading of ;the co:ptents 
or their ex:amin,ation by an authorised officer ai?-d wb,ich bears 
a notice of adequate size and conspicuously visible containing a 
distinct, legible and unambiguous 'statement to the effect that the 
meat is not for human consumption; , 

Cd) in transit to the premises of any processor or manufacturing chemist 
in a velhicle or container in accordance with sub-paragraph (c)Civ) 
above. . 

PART IV 

SALES 

Meat unfit for, or not intended for, human consumption 4n4 knacker meat 
not to be sold by retail unless sterilized 
It. No person shall sell, oroffer or ex:pose for sale,by retail--:-
(a) any butchers' meat ,or imported meat which in either case is unfit for 

human consumption or any, knacker 'meat" 
(b) any meat, other than the meat of a Dabb1t or hare, imported f1'Oll the 

, Republic' of: Ireland or the Channel Islands for the purpose of sale 
otherwise than for human. consumption which, at the time of importation, 
did not bear a meat inSPection stamp of a competent authority in the 
Republi~ of Ireland or the Channel Islands, as the case may be, 

(c:) any imported meat~ other ilian the meat of' a, !rabbit Or hare, which 
has be~n imported from any place elsewhere than the Republic ,of 
Iteland or the Ohannel Islands without !an official certificate for 'the 
time being r~gnised by the Ministry in a,ccordance with the provisions 
of the Imported Food (Northern Ireland) Remlations 1968, . 

unless, in each case, that meat is sterilized: 
Provided that it shall be a defence in any proceedings, for ,any contravention 

of this regulation for the defendant to prmre that he did not knoW, ;md could 
not witv. reasonable diligence have ascertained, that that meat was meat to 
whjch the ,foregoing provisions, of this regulation apply. 

PART V 

AOMINISTRATION AND G~NERAL, 

Record of consignment or delivery of- meat 
12.-(1) Any person responsible for theconsignJ:hent or delivery; in any of 

the ,c;ircum$tances,' descriQed in these regulations, of -,-. ',' . 
(a) any meat which is unfit for human'consumption, '-
(b) any kn:acker meat'; " ' 
(~) any meat, other than the meat of a rabbit or hare, which has been 

imllOrted from the Republic of Ireland or the Channel Islands for the 
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purpos~, pf s,ale otherwise than for huma~ consumption and which, 
at the time 'of iptportat;on" did not bear a ~eat inspeCtion st~mp of 
a competent '~UtthoT,ity in the, Republi~ of I1"eland or 1Jhe Channel 
Islall~s. as the case II),ay be, or ':, '" ; . " . 

(d) any imported meat, 'other than .!the meat. of .a rabbitoT hare, which 
has. been impoI1ed from any place elsewhere than the' 'Republic of 
Ireland or the 'Channel IslandS" without .an official certificate for the 
time being recOgnised by the Ministry·iIi. qccotdance with the provisions 
of the Imported Food (Northern Ireland) Regulations 1968, 

shall give or send with the said meat to the person by whom or on.' whose 
behalf 4Jhe meat is to be received a notice bearing information relating to the 
said meat including' pa.rticulats of ·thedate of 'its oonsignment or delivery, 
the quantity and the description tl;tereof !and the respective names and 
addresses .of the person.~·esponsible for its consigI1l11entor delivery, as the 
Case na.ay be, and of .the per~~m by whom 01" on whose behalf ill: is to be 
received. 

(2) The person responsible for the consrignment or d~livery of meat a,s 
mentioned in the ,last· preceding· paragraph shall retain a copy of the said 
notice, .and the person by whom or on whose behalf the notice is received 
shall retain the original thereof, as a tecord in each case for a period of 
three months after the date of the said consignment or delivery and each 
'shall on request by ~n IXl,l:uhorised .officer produce the same for inspectio~ by 
him at any time during that period. 

Right oj seizure 
13.--(1) An authorised' officer may at all reasonable times examine any 

meat not intended for human consumption which has been s'Old, or is offered 
or exposed fOT sale or .is in the possession of, or has been deposited with or 
consigned. to, any person for the purpose 'Of sale or preparation for sale; 
and if it appears to him that the meat, being meat to which the requirements· 
of Part II, III or IV apply-

(a) is required to be but has not been sterilized, or, as the case may be, 
(b) is -required to bear but does not bear a notice, . 

in ,acc'Ordance with ,those requirements, he may Belize it and remove it in order 
to have it dealt with by a justice of the peace. 

(2) An officer who seizes any meat un4er paragraph (1) shall inform the 
person in whose possession the meat was found of his intention to have it 
dealt with by a justice of the peace, and any person who under Part II, III or IV 
might be liable to a prosecution in respect of the meat shall, if he attends 
before the j'llstice of the peace, be entitled to be heard and to call witnesses. 

(3) If it appears to a justice of the peace that any" m~aIt brought before 
him, whether seized under the provisions ,of this regulation or not, is meat to 
which the requirements of Part II, III or IV apply and is required to be 

. but has not been dealt with in accordance with those requirements, he shall 
condemn it and order it to be destroyed or to be so dealt With. 

(4) If a justice of the peace refuses to condemn any meat seized 1lnder 
this regulation by an authorised officer, the health authority shall ¢ompensate 
the owner of the meat for any depreciation in its' value resulting from its 
seizure and removal. 

Right of examination. 
14.~(1) Subje~t to the prOVISIons of this regulation, if an. authorised 

officer'ha-s'I'easofi~t{rS'lIspectthantnyve'h:i~Ie"orTQnt$et c~:>n~ai1rnmy meat'tq 
'~'" oJ).'." .. \, ,.J.,~ r _.'.' •• "" ,,,, • 
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which the r~quirements of Part II, III or IV apply, and which is intended 
for sale or is in the course of delivery after sale, he may examine the contents 
of the vehicle or container and for that purpose may, if necessary, detain the 
vehicle or container; and if the officer finds any meat, being meat to which 
the requirements of Part II, III or IV apply and which is Ifequired to be but 
has not been dealt with in accordance with those .requirements, he may deal 
with it as meat falling within paragraph (1) of regulation 13 and para­
gmphs (2). to (4) of that regulation shall apply accordingly. 

Penalties 
15. If any person contravenes or fails to comply with any of the foregoing 

provisions he shall be guilty of an offence :and shall be liable on summal'Y 
conviction-

(a) to a fine not exceeding one hundred pounds or to imprisonment for 
a term not exceeding three months; or to both such fine and such 
imprisonment; and 

(b) in the case of a continuing offence, to a further fine not exceeding 
five pounds for each day during which ,the offence continues after 

. conviction. 

Revocation 
16. The Meat (Staining and Sterilization) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 

1963(g) are hereby revoked~ 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Ministry of Health and Social Services 
for Northern Ireland this 4th day of September 1969. 

(L.s.) 

(g) S.R . .& O.(N.i.)· 196:l:No. si . 

S. E. Taylor, 
Assistant Secretary . 

.. ·1, 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part oj the Regulations, but is intended to 
indicate their general purport.) 

1053 

These regulations supersede the Meat (Staining and Sterilization) 
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1963 and come into operation on 1st Nove.nrber 
1969. 

The regulations require all knacker meat and meat (other than the meat 
of a rabbit or hare) which is imported otherwise than for human consumption, 
as well as all butchers' meat or imported meat which in either case is unfit 
fOl human consumption, to be sterilized before entering the chain of distribu­
tion. They also require that impo111:ed meat which is unfit for h~an 
consumption or imported otherwise than for human consumption and without 
an official certificate or meat inspection stamp and which is stored in. or 
removed from the port ot other place of entry shall be sterilized or shall bear 
a notice to the effect that the meat is not fit for human· consumption. The 
different categories of meat to which the regulations relate are defined in 
regulation 2. 

Provision is made whereby manufacturing chemists, zoos, menageries; mink 
farms, trout farms and processors may obtain such mea~ unsterilized if ~t is 
transported in loCked· containers or vehicles. Supplies .of meat to hospita~s, 
medical or veterinary schools or sinrllar institutions for instructional or 
diagnostic purposes are unaffected by the regulations. 

The regulations also require that oli consignment or delivery of specified 
meat a notice be given or sent therewith giving particulars of the meat and 
the n8lllesand addresses of the persons from and to whom it is being conveyed 
(regulation 12). 

1969. No. 234 

This Order has been ,exempted from printing by the Statutory Rules Act 
(NortUern Ireland) 1958. A· summary is given in the List of Statutory Rules and 
Orders of a Local Character under the heading ROADS. 
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