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CHAPTER 51.
An Act for establishing, in connection with the present A.D. 19165.

War, a Ministry of Munitions of War, and for purposes
—

incidental thereto. [9th June 1915.]

B* it enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, by and
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and

Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled,
and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1.-—(1) For the purpose of supplying munitions for the present Establishment
war, it shall be lawful for His Majesty to appoint a Minister of ofMinistry

of

Munitions who shall hold office during His Majesty’s pleasure.
,

(2) The Minister of Munitions may appoint such secretaries,
officers, and servants as the Minister may determine.

2.—(1) The Minister of Munitions shall have such adminis- Powers of
trative powers and duties in relation to the supply of munitions ™inister.

for the present war as may be conferred on him by His Majestyin Council, and Ilis Majestymay also, if he considers it expedient
that, in connection with the supply of munitions, any powers
or duties of a Government Department or authority, whether
conferred by statute or otherwise, should be transferred to,
or exercised or performed concurrently by, the Minister of
Munitions, by Order in Council make the necessary provision
for the purpose, and any Order made in pursuance of this
section may include any supplemental provisions which appear
negessary for the purpose of giving full effect to the Order.

(2) Any Order in Council made under this section may be
varied or revoked by a subsequent Order in Council.

8.—(1) There shall be paid out of money provided by Parlia- Remuneration
ment tothe Minister of Munitions an annual salary not exceeding 24 e*Penses.
five thousand pounds, and to the secretaries, officers, and servants
of the Ministry such salaries or remuneration as the Treasury
may from time to time determine.

:

(2) The expenses of the Ministry of Munitions to such amount
as may be sanctioned by the Treasury shall be paid out of money
provided by Parliament.
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4.—(1) The Minister of Munitions may adopt an official seal
and describe himself generally by the style and title of the
Minister of Munitions, and the seal of the Minister shall be
officially and judicially noticed and shall be authenticated by
the signature of the Minister or of a secretary or some person
authorised by the Minister to act in that behalf.

(2) Every document purporting to be an Order or other
instrument issued by the Minister of Munitions and to be sealed
with the seal of the Minister authenticated in manner provided
by this section or to be signed by the secretary or any person
authorised as aforesaid shall be received in evidence and be
deemed to be such Order or instrument without further proof,
unless the contrary is shown.

(3) A certificate signed by the Minister of Munitions that
any Order or other instrument purporting to be made or issued
by him is so made or issued shall be conclusive evidence of the
fact so certified.

(4) Where in connection with the undertaking of any duties
or powers by the Minister of Munitions it appears to the Minister
of Munitions and the department or authority concerned that
in any notice, order, contract, or other document the name of
the Minister of Munitions should he substituted for the name
of any department or authority, or that the name of any officer
of the Ministry of Munitions should be substituted for the
name of any officer of any such department or authority, the
Minister of Munitions may ordér that the substitution shall take
effect, subject to any limitations contained in the order, and,
where such an order is made, the notice, order, contract, or
document shall have effect in accordance with the order.

5.—(1) The office of Minister of Munitions or of Secretary
in the Ministry of Munitions shall not render the holder thereof
incapable of being elected to or sitting or voting as a member
of the Commons House of Parliament, but not more than two
such Secretaries shall sit as members of that House at the same
time.

(2) TheMinister of Munitions shall take the oath of allegiance
and official oath and shall be deemed to be included in the First
Part of the Schedule to the Promissory Oaths Act, 1868.

6. The office of Minister of Munitions and the Ministry of
Munitions shall cease to exist on the termination of a period
of twelve months after the conclusion of the present war or such
earlier date as may be fixed by His Majesty in Council, and
then any appointments made under the powers conferred by
this Act shall be determined, and any powers or duties which
have been transferred to the Minister of Munitions under this
Act, shall, without prejudice to any action taken in pursuance
of those powers or duties, revert to the Department or Authority
from which they were transferred.
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7.—(1) In this Act the expression
“ munitions of war” and A.D. 1915.

the expression
“ munitions” mean anything required to be —

provided for war purposes, and include arms, ammunition, war-
like stores or material, and anything required for equipment or
transport purposes or for or in connection with the production
of ununitions.

(2) This Act may be cited as the Ministry of Munitions
Act, 1915.

‘

Short title and
interpretation.
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