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CHAPTER 59. N

An Act to make provision for determining the date of
the termination of the present war, and for purposes
connected therewith. [21st, November 1918.]

BE it enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, by and
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled,
and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1.—(1) His Majesty in Council may declare what date is to Power to
be treated as the date of the termination of the present war, and determine-date
. . of termination
the present war shall be treated as having continued to, and as of the present
having ended on that date for the purposes of any provision in war.
any Act of Parliament, Order in Council, or Proclamation, and,
except where the context otherwise requires, of any provision in
any contract, deed, or other instrument referring, expressly or
impliedly, and in whatever form of words, to the present war
or the present hostilities :
Provided that in the case of any such Act conferring powers
on any Government Department, or any officer of any Govern-
ment Department, exerciseable during the continuance of the
present war, if it appears to His Majesty that it is expedient
that the powers shall cease before the date so fixed as aforesaid,
His Majesty in Council may fix some earlier date for the
termination of those powers. .
(2) The date so declared shall be as nearly as may be the
date of the exchange or deposit of ratifications of the treaty or
treaties of peace :
Provided that, notwithstanding anything in this provision,
the date declared as aforesaid shall be conclusive for all purposes
of this Act.
(3) His Majesty in Council may also similarly declare what
date is to be treated as the date of the termination of war
between His Majesty and any particular State.

2. This Act may be cited as the Termination of the Present snhort title.
War (Definition) Act, 1918.

CHAPTER 60.

An Act to amend the Ministry of Munitions Act, 1915.
[21st November 1918.]

BE it enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, by and
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled,
and by the authority of the same, as follows :

1. The purposes of the Ministry of Munitions shall include Extension of
the supervision and regulation of the diversion to the production Rirposes of
of articles required in times of peace, of industries established =~ "%
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Short title,

Obligation
to pay pre-
scribed rates
of wages for
six months.
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or utilised during the present war for the purpose of the pro-
duotion of war material, and all powers which may be exercised
by the Minister of Munitions with a view to facilitating the
supply of war material or otherwise for promoting the prosecu-
tion of the present war may be exercised by him with a view to
securing that such diversion as aforesaid shall be carried into
effect in such a manner as may be most conducive to the national
interests, and all orders, requirements, directions, regulations,
rules, and notices made or given by the Minister and in force at
the passing of this Act shall, until they expire or are altered or
revoked, continue in force as if this Act had been in force at
the time when they were made or given.

2. This Act may be cited as the Ministry of Munitions
Act, 1918.

CHAPTER 61.

An Act for prescribing Minimum Rates of Wages during
a limited period and for repealing certain provisions of
the Munitions of War Acts. [21st November 1918.]

BE it enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, by and
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled,
and by the authority of the same, as follows :

1.—(1) During the period of six months from the passing
of this Act, any person wha employs in any trade or industry a
workman of a class to which a prescribed rate of wages as
defined by this Act is applicable shall pay wages to the work-
man at a rate not less than the prescribed rate applicable to
workmen of that class, or such other rate as may be substituted
for the prescribed rate by an award of the interim court of
arbitration constituted as hereinafter mentioned, or as respects
all or any of the workmen of that class by an agreement or
settlement approved by the Minister of Labour, and if he fails
to do so he shall be guilty of an offence under this Act and
liable to a fine not exceeding five pounds for each day or part
of a day during which the offence continues :

Provided that such a person shall not be liable to be
convicted of an offence under this Act if he proves that he did
not know and that he could not with reasonable diligence have
ascertained that the wages paid were less than the wages required
under this section to be paid.

(2) An agreement for the payment of wages in contraven-
tion of this section or for abstaining to exercise any right of
enforcing payment of wages in accordance with this section shall
be void.

(3) The Minister of Labour may by order exclude from the
provisions of this section any particular trade or industry or
branch of a trade or industry or workmen of any class or



