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. The Depattmertt of the· Envitom;i1ent for Northern Ireland in exercise of 
the powers conferred by sections 29A to 29D bfthe Road Traffic AGt 
(Northern Ireland) 1970(a), and now vested in it~b),. and of all other powers 
enabling it in that behalf, and with the approval 'of the Department ofFitiance 
in respect of the fees hereby, prescribed, hereby makes the following 
regulations: , ' . 

Citation and commencement ',,' . 
1. These regulations may 'be cited as,.the Motor Vehicle Testing Regula­

tions (Northern Ireland). 1975 and shaU,come into operation on. 1st Jime 
'1975. 

I nterprefation 
. ,~. In, these regldations----,- , , 

. "the Act" ·.mean~i tne ,Road: t.raffi~: Ac~ ,(N"ortp.ern Inil~nd) 1970. ~ 
amended by the Road Traffic (Amendment) (Northern Ireland):Order 
1973(c); . ." " ' . 

"certificate" means a vehicle test certificate; , 
· "th~ Departrhent" lJleans the Department of the, Environment for Northern 

Ireland; , 
"inspector: of'vehicles;' 'ltleans, a person 'appointed 'by the' Department' as 

an inspector of vehicles; '. . , . '. :.. ': 
~'motor bicycle" means a two wheeled motor cycle.w.hether having asid~­
. . car attached thereto or not; . . . . . 
"notice of refusal" means a notice of refusal of a vehicle test certificate;.' 
"regi~trationD;1.ark" means the .registration mark assigneq.. to tb.e vehicle 

on registratio:q in p'\lrsuatice, of seCtion 19 of. the V~hicles (Excise) .A9t 
(Northern Ireland) 1972(d)..· , . 

Application tor a vehicle test certificate 
3.-':·{1) ApersoIi who desires to obtain the grant of a certiftcateshall­
(a) apply to the Department On .a~6b:n issued by the Depai"tment and 

.shall fprDish .all relevant particulars.and make any relevaritdeCIaration 
· .spec;:ified in such form; and . . . 
· (b) ~1.iblllit his .applicati9n::t't least one. month before. tIle date on which. the 

certificate is to have effect. . . . . 
(2) Each appljcation for a certi.ficate shall be accompanied by t;he appro-

priate fee ,as' ptescribedin regulation 8. .' . . '" '.:' 
. , - - .' 

(a) 1970 c. 2 (~U.) . (4) i972 c. iQ(N.I.) 
(h) ~.Ro & O. (N.!.) 1973 No. 504 (II, p.2992)·· ',' 
(c) Sol. 1973/1229 (N.I. 17) 
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Testing of vehicles .. 
4.-(1) On being notified in writing the applicant shall present the vehicle 

for testing in reasonably clean condition. together with the registration book. 
at such time and place specified in the notice. 

(2) Where after testing the vehicle the Department is satisfied that it 
complies.in all respects with regulations made under :Part III of the Act with 
respect to' the construction and condition of motor vehicles. their accessories 
and equipment, -it shall issue a certificate. 

· ," (3) Where .the Department is not satisfied ll,lnder paragraph (2) it shall 
Issue a notice of refusal. . 

.' Certificate and notice of refusal 
" S. The .c~itificate and notice of refusal shall be in Form 1 and Form 2 

· respectively specified in Schedule 1. 

Duplicate certificate . 
: ~.-:'-(l) ·.ili 1;he OW.\1~r of a vehicl~ satisfies the Department that the certifi­

.-:cate ba'S. been Ipst ·or accidentJ,y defaced or destroyed. the Depar-tment shall 
issue to him in respect of that vehicle a duplicate certificate on payment ·of 
a fee of 25 new pence. . 

(2) If at any time after the issue of a duplicate certificate the original 
certificate is found, the owner of the vehicle shall take all reasonable steps to 
obtain possession of such ,original and shall return it to the nearest inspector 
oIyehiclesor to :any poljce~tation. . 

Appeal on refusal of a certificate . 
. .. . 7.-.(1) An appeal under- section 29A:(4) of the Act shall be made in 
writing on a form issued by the Department and shall be sent together with 

· the appropriate fee prescribed in regulation 9 to the Department wit:l;rln 14 
· days from the date of the notice of refusal. 

'. (2) On being notified in writing the .appellant shall submit the vehicle for 
further test in reasonably clean condition at such time and place specified in 
the noti.ce. 

'CS). The person· $ubmitting the vehicle for such test shall, if requested by 
-the ,officer ,appointed by- the Department to carry out the test-

(a) produce to him the notice of refusal and the registration hook relating 
to the vehicle, and 

(b) ,giv:e such information as may reasonably be required in ..relation to 
any alteration made or repairs carried out, or any accident or other 
event ;occurring, since the date 'of the saiel notice, which may 'have 
affectecl the vehicle or its equipment :oraccessoiies, 

and the officer shall not be required to carry out the test Uliless the said notice 
'and registration book are produced and such information as :aforesaid is 
given. 

- . (4) Upon completion of the· further test the .officer shall either issue .a 
certificate or notice of refusal stating the grounds thereof. . 

Fees 
8. The' fees payable for tests shall be 'as follows: 
(a) for a motor bicydle a fee of £2. .. 
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. (b) for 'an:)' other. motor vehicle a fee .of £~,50. 
(c) where foliowinga refusal of a .certificatethe vehicle is prel1ented for 

re-test within 28 days froJll :t1J.e:;;aid notice of refusal-
. .(i) for a motor bicy.c1e :a fee of £1. 

(ii) for any other motor vehicle a fee of £2. 

Fees on appeals 
9.-(1) The fees payable on appeals shall be as follows: 
(a) for a motor bicycle a fee of £2. 
(b) for any other motor vehicle a fee of £3.50. 

(2) After the completion of the test for ·the purpose ,of the' appeal the 
Department may repay to the appellant. as it thinks fit. either the whole or a, 
part of the fee paid on the appeal. where it appears t4ere were substantial 
:grounds for contesting the whole or part of the decision ,appealed against. 

Fees for examinations under sections 29C and 29D 
10. 'The fee payable for .an examination under section 29C(2) or 29D(3) 

shall be £2 for;a motor bicycle and £3.50 for :anyotber. motor vehicle. 

Removai of vehicles submitted for test 
. 11. A person sllbrt:litting a vehicle for' test or examination sl1all cause it 
to be l'emoved from the place .of testing before ,the end of the day on which 
the test or examination wal1 completed. 

Exemptions 
12 •. The following vehicles shall be exempt fnom section 29B(I) of the 

Act: 
(1) Heavy locomotives. light locomotives 'and motor' tractors. 
(2) Pedestrian controlled vehicles. 
(3) Invalid· carriages. 
(4) 1).., vehicle i~ respec.t of :which 'acurrent test ·certificate il1imed cun<;ler 

. section 43 .of the Road Traffic Act 1972(e) is in force.' .' 
(5) Vehicles exempt~d' from' duty under section 7(1) of the Vehie1es 

(Excise) Act (Northern Ireland) 1972. . . 
(6) Vehicles provided for police. fire brigade or ambulance purposes, 
(7) Vehicles owned by or in the serviee of the naval. military ,or air forces 

of Her Majesty. 
(8) Vehicles in the service. of a v.isiting force or of a .headquarters. ,'. 
(9) Vehicles proceeding to a port for 'export. . . 

(10) Vehicles temporarily in Northern Ireland for a period ,of less. than 
twelve months, , 

(11) :V:ehicles used' for the following purposes: . 
(a)(i) For the purpose of submitting,it ~y previous arrangement for. 

or bringing it away from or in thecQurse of a test. or 
(ii) where a certificate is refused ona.J~st~, .. ' ' 

(e) 1972 c. 20 

. (A) for the purpose of delivering it by previous arrange-
ment at. or bringing it away from. a place where 
work is to be or has been done on it to remedy for 
a further test the defects on the ground of which the 
certificate was refused. or 
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(B) for the purpose of delivering it, by towing it, to a 
place where the vehicle is to be broken up .. 

(b) The use of a vehicle, which has been detained or seized by a 
police constable, for police purposes connected with such deten­
tion or seizure. 

(c) The use for Customs purposes by an Officer of Customs and 
Excise or by any other person authorised generally or specially 
in that behalf in writing by the Commissioners of Customs and 
Excise, of any vehicle removed, detained, seized or condemned 
as forfeited under any provision of the Customs and Excise 
Act 1952(f). 

(d) The use of a vehicle for the purpose of testing it by a motor 
trader as defined in section 16(10) of the Vehicles (Excise) Act 
(Northern Ireland) 1972, to whom a trade licence has been 
issued under that section, during the course of,. or after com­
pletion of repairs carried out to that vehicle by that motor 
trader. 

(e) The use of a vehicle for the purpose of removing it in pursuance 
'. of section 94 or 147 of the Actor section 5 ofthe Motor Vehicles 

and Refuse (Disposal) Act (Northern Ireland) 1969(g). 
(f) The use of a goods vehicle for the purposes of funerals. 
(g) The use by a district council of a vehicle for the purpose of 
. road cleansing, road watering or the collection or disposal of 

refuse, night-soil or the contents of cesspools. 
(h) The use of a vehicle constructed or adapted for and used solely 

for the purpose of spreading material on roads to deal with 
frost, ice or snow .. 

(12) V ~hicles used only. on Rathlin Island. 
. .' : 

Pr04uction of certificate 
13.-(1) Where an application is made for a licence under the Vehicles 

(Excise) Act (Northern Ireland) 1972 for a motor vehicle to which section 
29B(2)(a) of the Act .applies;the licence shall not be granted except after 
eitherc,- .. 

Ca) the production of an effeetive certificate: or 
(b) the making of such a declaration as is specified in Schedule 2 by the 

person making the application. 

(2) Where an application is made for a licence under the Vehicles (Excise) 
Act (Northern Ireland) 1972 for a motor vehicle to which section 29B(2)Cb) 
of the Act applies, the licence shall not be granted unless-

Ca) there is produced an effective certificate; or 
(b) the owner of the vehicle declares in writing the year in which the 

vehicle was manufactured, and a period of ten years from the date of 
manufactUre has not expired; or 

(c) the person making the application makes such a declaration as is 
specified in Schedule 2. 

(t) 1952 c. 44 (g) 1969 c. 14 (N.I.) 
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Sealed -with the Official Seal of the Depaitment of the Environment for 
Northern Irel~nd on 7th May 1975. 

(L.S.) B. D. Palmer 
Assistant Secretary 

The Depart~eni of Fin~ce hereby approves -of Re~iatibns- -8.9 and 10. 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of Finance for Northern 
Irel~nd on 7th-May 1975. -

(L.S.) Di1.vid Clement _ 
Assistant Secretary 
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SCHEDULE 1 

FORM 1 

(Vehicle test certificate) 

'T.eb4cle Jest certUfieate 

No. 138 

.:~eiuIati6n 5 

The motor vehlbii· of \Vhlcb. the registration mark is ............... having been 
tesfe'd' :tiD:der section' 29A of the Road Traffic Act (Northern Ireland) 1970, it is 
hereby certified that at the date of the test the statutory requirement relating to 
the construction and condition of motor vehicles, their accessories and equipment 
were complied with in. relation to the vehicle. 

Date of issue Signature 
(Inspector of vehicles) 

Date of expiry ................ Inspection Centre ......•............... 

Make........... ......... ........ HP/CC ............................... . 

FORM 2 

(Notice of refusal) 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT FOR NORTHERN IRELAND 

Notification of refusal of a vehicle test certificate 

No ................... . 

The motor vehicle of which the registration mark is .............. having been 
tested under section 29A of the Road Traffic Act (Northern Ireland) 1970, it is 
hereby notified that a certificate in respect of the vehicle is refused on the grounds 
that at the date of the examination the statutory requirements relating to the con­
struction and condition of motor vehicles, their accessories and equipment were 
not complied with as respects the following items and for the following reasons: 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

.. ...... , .............. ' .................................................. . 
••••••••.• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••• •••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••• 

Date of issue Signature 
(Inspector of vehicles) 

Make Inspection Centre ..................... . 

HP/CC 
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SCHEDULE 2 Regulation 13 

Fonn of Declaration 

I declare that the vehicle, of which the registration mark is ................. . 
and'for' which:1 have made, application 'fOf a licence for the ',period:.commericing 
...... '. .. .• . . .. .. . . ... and: ending ...... ' ... ; .0.' ... : ..•. , .. 'is: p:ot:In#ndecf fo:, 
be u~ecf during the' period for whIch the lfcence' is' to be '~n forte '~xcept for:'~" 
purpose or in an area prescribed in regulation l2', of' the Motbt' 'Vehicle Testing, 
Regulations' (Northern Ireland) 1'975. _ ,.. ' " 

Name, (in full) ........ , .•..... ,.......... Us~a1 signature ' ...... ',' , .. ,; ... :. " .. 

Address, ... ! .•..... . 0. e.e ••.•.•••••••••••••• Date. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the regulations but is intended to indicate 
their general purport.) 

These regulations make provision for the testing of cars and motor cycles 
for the purpose of ascertaining whether they comply with the requirements of 
the regulations relating to the construction and use of motor vehicles. The 
main provisions are: 

1. An application should be made at least one month before the certifi­
cate is required and be accompanied by the appropriate fee (regula­
tions 3 arid 8). 

2. The vehicle should be presented for testing in a roadworthy and reason­
ably clean condition (regulation 4). 

3. If a certificate is refused an appeal may be lodged within 14 days 
together with the appropriate fee and a further test will be carried out 
(regulations 7 and 9). 

4. A vehicle must be removed from a test centre before the end of the 
day on which the test is completed (regulation 11). 

5. Vehicles exempted from the test are listed in regulation 12. 

6. A test certificate must be produced on application for a vehiCle excise 
licence (regulation 13). 
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