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1972. No. 41 

MOTOR VEIDCLES.: CONSTRUCfION AND USE 

Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) Regulations 
(Northern Ireland) 1972 

REGULATIONS, DATED 18TH FEBRUARY 1972, MADE BY THE MINIS:fRY OF HOME 
AFFAIRS UNDER SECTION 26 OF THE ROAD TRAFFIC ACT (NORTHERN 
"IRELAND) 1970. 

The Ministry of Home Affairs, in exercise of the powers vested in it by 
Section 26 of the Road Traffic Act- (Northern Ireland) 1970(a) and of all other 
powers enabling it in that behalf, hereby makes the following Regulations: -
. '. 

Citation 
1. These Regulations may be cited as the Motor Vehicles (Construction 

and Use) (Amendment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1972. 

Regulations amended 
2. The Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations (Northern 

Ireland) 1967(b) shall have effect as though:-

(1) After Regulation 11 there were inserted the following Regulation:­
"Sectt belts and anchorage points 

llA.---(1) Except as provided by paragraph (2), this Regulation 
applies:- . 

(a) to every motor car registered on or after 1st January 1965: 
and 

Cb) on and after 1st June 1972 to every three-wheeled motor 
cycle, the unladen weight of which exceeds 5 hundredweight, 
first used on or after 1st September 1970. , 

(2) This Regulation does not apply:-
(a) to a goods vehiCle (other than a dual-purpose vehicle), 'being 

a motor car, unless it was manufactured on or' after 
1st September 1966, is rygistered on or after 1st May 1967, 
and has an unladen weight not exceeding 30 hundredweight; 

(b) to a three-wheeled motor cyCle manufactured before 1st March 
1970 or a two-wheeled motor cyCle with a side-car attached 
thereto; 

(c) to a passenger vehicle or a dual-purpose vehiCle being in 
either case a vehicle adapted to carry more than twelve 
passengers exclusive of the driver; 

(d) to a land tractor; . 
( e) to a works truck; 
(t) to an electrically propelled goods vehicle; 
(g) to a pedestrian controlled vehicle; 
(h) to a vehiCle in respect of which, under section 23 of the 

Purchase Tax Act 1963(c), any tax has been remitted and 
has not subsequently become payable; 

(a) 1970. c. 2 (N.I.). 
(c) 196), c, 9, 

(b) S.R. & O. (N.l.) 1967, No. 7:), 
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(i) to a: motor cl:).r mamifactured before 30th June 1964; or 
(j) to a vehicle which has been used on roads outside Northern 

Ireland and has been imported into Northern Irelanq, whilst 
it is being driven after its importation into Northern Ireland 
on the journey from the place where it has arrived in Northern 
Ireland to a place of residence of the owner or driver of th:~ 
vehicle, and on the journey from any such place to a place 
where, by previous arrangement, the vehicle will be provided 
with such anchorage points and seat belts as will comply with 
the requirements of this Regulation .. 

: . (3) Every vehicle shall be provided with anchorage points 
... designed to hold body-restraining seat belts securely in position on 
. . the vehicle. for:-

(a) the driver's seat; and 
(b) the' specified passenger's seat (if any): 

.Providedthat this paragraph shall not apply so as to ,require 
anch.orage points to be provided for any seat which is 'a seat 
with integral seat belt ancho:cages. 
(4) Every vehicle shall be provided with:-
(a) a body-restraining seat belt designed for use by an adult 

for the driver's seat; and 
(b) a body-restraining seat belt for the specified passenger's seat 

(if any): 
Provided that this paragrapl).. shall not apply to a vehicle:-

. (a) while it is .being used under a trade licence within the 
meaning of the Vehicles (Exci~e) Act (Northern 
Ireland) 1954(d) or the Vehicles (Excise) Act 1971(e); 
or 

(b) while it is being driven from premises of the manu­
facturer by whom it was made, or of a .distributor of 
vehicles or dealer in vehicles:-
(i) to premises of a distributor of vehicles, dealer in 

vehicles or purchaser thereof, or 
(ii) to premises of a person 'obtaining possession 

thereof under a hiring agreement or hire-purchase 
agreement. 

(5) Every seat belt shall, 'if the seat for which it is provided IS 

a seat with integral seat belt anchorages, be properly secured to the 
integral seat belt anchorage points fOl,111ing part thereof, or, if the 
seat for which it is provided is not such a seat, .be properly secured 
to the structure of the vehicle by the anchorage points provided for it 
tinder paragraph (3). 

(6) Subject to the next succeeding paragraph, where a seat belt, 
other than a restraining device for a young person or a seat belt 
comprising a lap belt and shoulder straps, is provided 'in pursuance 
of this Regulation for a motor car or a motorcycle first used on or 
after 1st April 1973 and in' either case manufactured on or after 
1st October 1972, the following additional conditions shall apply as 
respects that seat belt: ~ 

(d) 1954. c. 17. (e) 1971. c. ·10. 
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(a) the belt shall be so arranged that a person can, when sitting 

in the seat for which the belt is provided and with the belt 
previously adjusted to fit him, remove the belt from the 
device required by sub-paragraph (c) and by uSing one hand, 
or by taking the belt with'one hand and transferring it from 
one hand to the other, put the belt on; 

(b) the fastenings by means of which the belt is secured on the 
wearer shall be so designed that they can be engaged with 
a single movement of one hand in one direction and released 
with such a movement in ·one direction; 

(c) an efficient device, unlikely to become dislodged in normal 
use; for retaining the belt in position when stowed away shall 
be provided and the centre of this device shall be located not 
more than 75 millimetres behind a point which is in the same 
horizontal plane and is positioned on the rear side of the door 
aperture provided for access to the front seat: 

For the purpose of determining the positian of the afore­
said point the door and any rubber, felt or other soft trimmings 
or sealing material around the door aperture shall be dis­
regarded; 

(d) the said device shall be at a sufficient height from the floor of 
the vehicle to ensure that, so far as is practicable, any part 
of the belt that would come in contact with the clothing of 
a person wearing the belt in normal circumstances does not 
lie on, the floor when the belt is in the stowed position; 

(e) it shall be possible to stowaway the belt for retention on the 
device mentioned in sub-paragraph (c) without employing any 
manual device for adjusting the belt to fit the wearer; and 

(f) the belt, after being put on by the wearer; shall either adjust 
automatically to fit him or be such that the said manual 

. device shall be convenient to use and capable of being 
operated with Qne hand. . 

(7) The last preceding paragraph shall not apply to : ~ 
(a) a seat belt fitted to the specified passenger's seat which is 

treated as such by virtue of sub-paragraph (lO)(b); or 
(b) a seat belt fitted to the specified passenger's seat of a goods 

vehicle which has an unladen weight of more. than 18 hundred­
weight and has more than one forward facing front seat for 
a passenger alongside the driver's seat, any such seats for 
passengers being joined together in a single structure. 

(8)(a) Every motor car manufactured on or after 1st September 
1966 and registered on or after 1st May 1967 and every three­
wheeled motor cycle manufactured on or after 1st. April 1972 and 
first used on or after 1st October 1972 which is provided with seat 
belt anchorage points in pursuance of paragraph (3) shall be legibly 
and permanently marked with the specification number of the 
British Standard for seat belt anchorage points, namely, BS AV 48: 
1965; 

(b) where in the case of any motor car which was registered on 
or after 1st May 1967 or in the case of any motor cycle which is first 
used on ar after 1st October 1972 the driver's seat at the specified 
passenger's seat is a seat with integral seat belt . anchorages, such 
seat shall be legibly and permanently marked with the specification 
number of the British Standard for Seats with Integral· Seat Belt 
Anchorages followed by the suffix "I", namely, BS AV·140ft: 
1967; 
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(c) if any seat with integral seat belt anchorages is· p:t:ovided on or 
after 1st January 1969 for a motor car whioh was manufactured ~m 
or after 1st September 1966 and registered on or after 1st May 1967 
ot is provided on or after 1st June 1972 for a motor cycle 
which is manufactured on or after 1st July 1971 and first used on or 
after 1st June 1972 the vehicle for which it is so provided 
shall be legibly and permanently marked with the specification 
number, namely, BS AV 140: 1967; and 

(d) each seat belt provided for any person in any vehicle shall be 
legibly and permanently marked with the specification number of 
the British Standard for Seat Belt Assemblies for Motor Vehicles, 
namely, BS 3254: 1960, and the registered certification trade mark 
of the British Standards Institution. 

(9) Nothing in this Regulation shall be taken to authorise any 
person to apply a specification number or registered certification 
trade mark to a vehicle, seat or seat belt in contravention of the 
Trade Descriptions Act 1968(f). 

(10) In this Regulation:-
"body-restraining seat belt" means a, seat belt designed to provide 

restraint for both the upper and lower parts ,of the trunk of 
the wearer in the event of an accident to the vehicle; 

"seat belf' means a belt intended to be worn by a person in a 
vehicle and designed to prevent or lessen injury to its wearer 
in the event of an accident to the vehicle and includes, in the 
case of a restraining device for a young person, any special 
ohair to which the belt is attached, and 

"specified passenger's seat" means:-
(a) in the case of a vehicle whioh has one forward facing 

front seat alongside the driver's seat, such seat, and in the 
case of a vehicle which has more than one such seat, the 
one furthest from the driver's seat; or 

(b} if the vehicle normally has no seat which is the specified 
passenger's seat under the last preceding sub-paragraph, 
the forward-facing front seat for a passenger which is fore­
most in the vehicle and furthest from the ,driver's seat, 
unless there is a fixed partition separating such seat from 
the space in front of it alongside the driver's seaL"; 

(2) After Regulation 18 there were inserted the following Regulation: -
"18A.-(l) This Regulation shall apply to every motor vehicle 

first used on or after 1st June 1972 and propelled by a spark ignition 
engine (not being a two~stroke engine) other than:--

(a) a vehicle manufactured before 1st March 1972, and 
(b) a two-wheeled motor cycle with or without a side-car attached. 

(2) The engine of every motor vehicle shall be ,equipped with 
means sufficient to ensure that, while the engine i's running, any 
vapours or gases in the engine crank case or in any other part of the 
engine to which vapours or gases may pass from the .said crank case 
are prevented, so far as is reasonably practicable, from escaping 
into the atmosphere otherwise than through the combustion 
chamber of the engine."; 

(f) 1968. c. 29. 
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(3) Regulation. 41 (Seat belts and achorage pOints) wer.e omitted; 

(4) After Regulatioil 70there were inserted the foIlowiilg Regulation: ~ 
"70A. The engine of every motor vehicle to which Regulation 18A . 

applies shall at all times while the vehicle is used ona road be so 
maintained that the mea,ns by which (in compliance with that 
Regulation) vapours. Or gases in the :engine crank case or in other 
parts of the engine are prevented from escaping into the atmosphere 
are in good and efficient working ord~r."; 

(5) For Regulation 88 (Use of trailers) there were substjtuted the following 
Regulation: -- . . 

. "88. No trailer shall·be used for the conveyance of passengers for 
hire or reward: 

Provided that this Regulation shall not apply to a trailer, 
being either 'a -broken down. motor vehicle or a trailer carrying 
a broken down motor vehicle w4iIe being drawn in eonsequence 
of a breakdown of the said motor . vehicle if the following 
conditions are fulfilled: ~ 

(a) the trailer i$ not drawn at'a $peed in excess of 30 miles per 
hour; and 

Cb) where the trailer is, or is carrying, a broken down motor 
vehicle constructed or adapted to carry more than 7 passen­
gers exclusive of the driver or any other broken down 
mo~or vehicle carrying more than 8 persons, it is attached 
to the drawing vehicle by means of a rigid draw bar."; 

(6) In Regulation 91 (Restrictions on the use of vehicl~s car·rying wide Of 
long loads or huvingfi4edappliances or appa,ratus~in paragraph (d)(ii), 

. after the worQs"the 10M is carried" whe:re ~hey firl'lt occur there Were 
in$erteci the wotqs ",except where the context otherwise requires"; 

.(7) In Regulation '92.:-
(a) for provis9 (a) to paru;graph (2)(b), there Were substituted the 

following proviso:-
"(a) to the carriage of an indivisible load if:-

(i) it is not reasonably practicable to.comply with the 
requirements of the said paragrapha and 

(ii) the conditions specified in paragraph 1 of Schedule 4 
have been complied with, and . 

(iii) where the overa11 width of the vehicle together 
with the width, of allY later~lprojection or projec­
tionsof its load exceeds 3'5 metres; the ·conditions 
spetified in' paragraph20f Schedule 4 have heert 
complied with; or":; . . . 

(b) for paragtaph(3) there were subst1tuted the following 
patagraph : - . . 

, "(3) Where a load is 'carried in such a manner that 
its weight rests: - . 

:: (a) on one vehicle being a heavy motorcar or a trailer 
;: the overaIl length of the heavy mbtotcar or, as the 

case may be, of the trailer together with the length 
. of any forward and .of any rearward projection of 
the load Shall not exceed 90 feet; or 
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(b) 'On more than one vehicle being;~ 
(i) a motor vehicle drawing one. trailer whether 

forming part of an articulated vehicle or not, 
or 

(ii) any other combination of vehicles, 
then, in the case at (i) above, the overall length of the 
trailer together with the length of any forward projection 
of the load extending beyond the foremost point of the 
trailer and of any rearward projection of the load shall 
not exceed 90 feet and, in the case at (ii) above, the overall 
length of the vehicles together with the distance between 
vehicles and the length of any forward and of any rear­
ward projection of the load shall not exceed 90 feet."; 

(c) in paragraph (4) for sub-paragraph (a) there were substituted 
the following sub-paragraph:-

"(a) no load shall be carried on a vehicle where the 
oveTall length of the vehicle together with the 
length of any forward projection and of any, 
rearward projection of the load exceeds 60 feet, 
and as respects a motor vehicle which is drawing 
a trailer or trailers, no load shall be carried in such 
a manner that its weight rests on more than·one of 
the vehicles being:-

(i) the motor vehicle and one trailer whether 
forming part of an articulated vehicle or 
not, or 

Cii) any other combination of vehicles, 
if, in the case at (i) above, the overall length 'Of the 
trailer together with the length of any forward 
projection of the load extending beyond the fore­
most point of the trailer and of any rearward,pro­
jection of the load exceeds 60 feet ,and, in the case 

, . 'at (H) above, the' overall length of the vehicle 
together with the distance between vehicles and 
the length of any forward and of any rearward 
projection of the load exceeds 60 feet; and" and 

(8) In Schedule 4 (Conditions to be complied with in relation to certain 
vehicles): -

(a) in paragraph (l)(c), after the words "Royal Ulster Constabulary", 
there were inserted the words "and subject to any delay which 
may be occasioned by reason ofa direction given by a constable, 
in the interests of road safety or to avoid undue traffic' congestion, 
to the driver of 'a vehicle to halt it ina place on or adjacent to 
the road on which the vehicle is travelling," and 

(b) in paragraph 2 immediately above the words "Fat the purpose of 
this paragraph" there were inserted the following proviso:-

"Provided that, where three or more motor vehicles as 
respects which the conditions in this paragraph are applicable 
are travelling together ,in convoy, it shall be a sufficient com­
pliance with this paragraph if only the foremost and rearmost 
vehicles in the convoy are attended in the manner prescribed 
in this paragraph.". 
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Sealed with the Official Seal of the Ministry Of Home Affairs for Northern 
Ireland this 18th day of February 1972. 

(L.S.) 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

w. G. Robinson, 
Assistant Secretary., 

(This note is' not part of the Regulations, but is intended to 
indicate their general purport.) 

These Regulations further amend the Motor Vehicles (Construction and 
Use) Regulations. The main changes are:-

1. Regulation 41 is revoked and replaced by a new Regulation which re-enacts 
the provisions of Regulation 41 aIid adds the following requirements-
(i) from the 1st June 1972 three-wheeled motor cycles with an unladen 

weight exceeding 5 cwt and first used on or after 1st September 1970 
will be required to be fitted with seat belts; 

(ii) in the case of such three-wheeled motor cycles first used on or after 
1st October 1972 and provided with anchorage points the cycles are 
required to be marked with the number "B.S.AU48: 1965"; 

(iii) seat belts fitted to any of the vehicles to which the new Regulation 
applies and first used on or after 1st April 1973 ate, with minor excep­
tions, required to meet certain conditions relating to the way they can 
be put on by the wearer, fastened, stowed and adjusted. 

2. Certain vehicles propelled by a spark ignition engine and fi,rst used after 
1st June 1972 must be equipped with means to ensure that when the engine 
is running vapours or gases in certain parts of the engine are prevented 
from escaping into the atmosphere. 

~. Regulation 88 is amended to permit broken down vehicles carrying passen­
gers to be towed under certain conditions. 

4. Regulation 92 and Schedule 4 are amended so as to alter the requirements 
for long and wide vehicles to be attended atJ,d in particular to require a 
vehicle which with its indivisible load exceeds 3·5 metres in width to have 
an atteildant. 
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