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Short Title. 

Io terpretation 
of Terms. 

Power for Ad­
miralty to 
apply Act to 
any of Iler 
Majesty's Ships. 

2 & 3 Will. 4. c. 40. 
in part. 

13 & 14 Viet. c. 40. 
17 & 18 Viet. c. 18. 

17&18 Viet. c. 19. 
in part. 

26&27Vict.c. l 16. 

27° & 28° VICTORI£, c. 23, 24. 
L 

An Act to amend the Laws relating to the Business of} 
the Civil Departments of the Navy, and to make in part. na ly 
other Regulatious for more effectually carrying on ' me ' 
the Duties of the said Departments - - -

Sections Twenty and Twenty-two wholly, and the following Sections 
respectively so for as they relate to any Money distributable among the 
Officers and C1·ew of any of Her Majesty's Ships of War within the 
Meaning of The aval Agency and Distribution Act, 1864 ; namely, 
Sections Four, Eight, Nine, Nineteen, Twenty-one, and Twenty-nine. 

An Act to regulate the Disposition of the Naval Prize Balance. 
An Act for the Encouragement of Seamen, and the more effectual manning of 

Her Maje ty's avy during the pre ent War. 
An Act for facilitating the Payment of HerMajcsty's Navy, and the Pay-} 

ment and Distribution of Prize, Bounty, Salvuge, and other Monies to . 
and amongst the Officers and Crews of Her Majesty's Ships and Vessels .­
of War; and for the better Regulation of the Accounts relating thereto 

Except Sections Ten, Eleven, and Twelve, and except Section Thirteen 
so fiu· as it relates to the paying of the Navy and the keeping of 
Accounts and Expenses in relation thereto. 

An Act to provide for the Appointment of avy Prize Agents, and respecting 
their Duties and Remuneration. 

CAP. XXIV. 

An Act to provide for the Appointment, Duties, and Remuneration of Agents 
for Ships of War, and for the Distribution of Salvage, Bounty, Prize, and other 
Money among the Officers and Crews thereof. [23d June 1864.] 

BE it enacted by the Queen's most Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and Con­
sent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament 

assembled, and by the Authority of the same, as follows: 

Preliminary. 

1. This Act may be cited as The Naval Agency and Distribution Act, 1864 

2. In this Act--
The Term "the Lords of the Admiralty" means the Lord High Admiral of the United 

Kingdom, or the Commissioners for executing the Office of Lord High Admiral: 
The Term "the High Court of Admiralty" means the High Court of Admiralty of 

England: 
The Term " Ship of War" includes Vessel of War: 
The Term " Officers and Crew" includes all Flag Officers, Commanders, and other Officers, 

Engineers, Seamen, Marines, Soldiers, and others on board any of Her Majesty's Ships 
of War. 

3. Any Ship or Vessel belonging to Her Majesty, and in actual Service, ( other than a 
Ship of War,) may be declared by the Lords of the Admiralty to be a Ship of War for the 
Purposes of this Act; and all the Provisions of this Act shall thereupon apply to such Ship 
or Vessel, and shall continue to so apply as long as she then continues in actual Service, but 
no longer. 

Appointment of Ship's Agent. 

Ea~hofHer_ 4. Each of Her Majesty's Ships of War shall at all Times while in Commission have, 
~~atty's Ships for the Purposes of this Act, an Agent styled the Ship's Agent, to be appointed in the first 
Age~t nn instance as soon as may be after the Ship is put in Commission, and afterwards from Time 

to Time as a Vacancy in the Office or other Occasion may require. 

5. The 
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5. The Ship's Agent shall be appointed from Time to Time at Pleasure by the Com- hip's Agent 

mantling Officer of the hip for the Time being by an Instrument signed and attested in the t~ 1co~~~~1~d 

Form given in the Schedule to this Act. ing Ollicer. 

6 . .Any such Instrument shall not have Effect unless and until it is :filed in the Registry Jnstn~ment of 

of the High Court of Admiralty, having been previously registered in the Office of the Ac- A
1 

pbpornt~ent d 

N 
o e reg1stere 

countant Genernl of the avy. and filed. 

An official Copy of any such Instrument under the Seal of the High Court of Admiralty 
shall be conclusive Evidence thereof. 

7. A Person holding any Office or Employment in Her Majesty's Service or under the 
Crown, or a Proctor, Attorney. or Solicitor, shall not be capable of being a Ship's Agent. 

If any Person being a Ship's Agent accepts any such Office or Employment, or becomes 
a Proctor, Attorney, or , olicitor, his Appointment as Ship's Agent shall be thereby 
vacated. 

8. A Partnership Body, not incorporated, may be appointed a Ship's Agent ; and in 
that Case the Partners for the Time being, or any One or more of them, may act as the 
Agent ; and any Chango of Partnerfl shall not affect the Appointment. 

The Names of the Partners shall at the Time of Appointment, and from Time to Time 
on any Change happening, be registered in the Office of the Accountant General of the Navy, 
and in the Registry of the High Court of Admiralty. 

9. The Appointment of the Ship's Agent shall not be affected by a Change of the Com­
manding Officer of the Ship. 

Persons in Ser­
v ice of Crown, 
Proctors, &c. 
incapable of 
being Agents. 

Partner hip 
Body may be a 
Ship's Agent. 

Change of 
Commanding 
Officer. 

10. The Ship's Agent shall at all Times have an Office or Place of Business within Office of Ship's 

Five Miles of the General ost ffice, London. Agent. 

11. The Ship's Agent shall be subject to the Jurisdiction and Authority of the High Ship's Agent 

Court of Admiralty as if he were an Officer of the Court, and in case of any Neglect or to~ ahrn~nable 

Misconduct on bis Part shall be liable to be proceeded against and punished accordingly. ~~ Ad~iraf;;::t 

Duties of Ship's Agent. 

12. It shall be the Duty of the hip's Agent, by himself or by a proper Sub-Agent ap­
pointed and remunerated by him, to take or cause or procure to be taken all Steps and 
Proceedings, and do or cause or procure to be done all Thing , that may be necessary or 
proper to be taken or done for any Purpose on behalf or in the ame of the Ship or of the 
Officers and Crew thereof, or any of them, in the several Cases following: 

In case of Salvage S rvices rendered to any Ship or Cargo, or otherwise, within the 
Meaning of the Enactments for the Time being in force relating to Merchant Shipping: 

In ea e of any Breach of any Law re pecting ational Character or otherwise relating to 
Merchant Shipping : 

In case of any eizure for Breach of any Law relating to the Customs : 
In cnse of any eizure 01· Capture under any Act relating to the Abolition of the 

lave Trade. 
In ea e of any fatter ari ing out of an Attack on or Engagement with Persons alleged 

to be Pirates, afloat or on bore: . 
In ea e of any Capture, Ro-capture, or Destruction ofany Ship, Goods, or Thing in Time 

of War or Hostilities: 
In case of any Special Service or other Matter in respect whereof any Grant, Reward, or 

Remuneration is payable. 

Di tribution of Salvage, Bounty, Prize, and otlte1· Money. 

Ship's Agent to 
act fo r Ship 
wit.h respect to 

alvage, 
Bounty, Prize, 
&c. 

13. Where in any of the several Cases aforesaid any Money is distributable amonO' the Taxation and 

Officers and Crew of any of Her Maj sty's hips of War, the Co ts, Charges, and Expenses Payment 0! 
of the Officerl:l and Crew and of th~ hip's Agent, and all otb~r (if any) Costs, C?arges, or ~:Ji~~~~cers 

Expenses properly chargeable agamst that Money, shall be paid thereout before Distribution Agents, &c. 

S 2 thereof, 



132 

Salvage, 
Bounty, Prize, 
and other 
Money to be 
distributed 
according tc, 
Order in 
Council, &c. 
Payment of 
Shares. 

Exemption 
from Stamp 
Duty. 

Forfeited 
Shares and 
Deduction of 
5 per Cent. to 
be carried to 
Naval Prize 
Cash Balance. 

Agent may be 
furnished with 
Copies of 
.Accounts. 

.Agent to re­
ceive Per­
centage of 2½ 
per Cent. 

.Apportionment 
of Per-centage 
where more 
than One Ship, 
or on Change 
of Agent. 

27° & 28° VICTOR!~, c. 24. 
thereof, all such Costs, Charges, and Expenses being first taxed and allowed by the proper 
Officer of the Court having Jurisdiction in the Case, and if the1·e is no such Court then by 
the Registrar of the High Court of Admiralty. 

14. In the several Cases afo1:esaid, Money distributable among the Officers and Crew of 
any of Her Majesty's Ships of War, so far as full Provision respecting the Distribution 
thereof is not made by or under any Act of Parliament other than this Act, shall be dis­
tributed unde1· the Direction of the Lord& of the Admi1·alty in the Shares in that Behalf 
specified in any Royal Proclamation or Order in Council. 

15. The several Slrnres of any such Money as aforesaid shall be paid to the Persons 
entitled thereto in such Manner, and subject and according to such Restrictions, Conditions, 
and Provisions, as may from Time to Time be directed by Order in Council. 

Any Assignment, Sale, or Contract of or relating to any such Money as aforesaid, payable 
in r espect of the Services of any Petty Officer 01· Seaman, Non-commissioned Officer of 
Marines 01· Marine, other than such as may be made or entered into under the Authority of 
and in conformity with any such Onler in Council, shall be void. 

16. All Bills, Orders, Receipts, and other Instruments drawn, given, or made under the 
Authority or iu pursuance of any such Order in Council by, to, 01· upon any Officer 01· Per­
son in the Service of Her Majesty or of the Lords of the Admiralty, shall be exempt from 
Stamp Duty. 

17. All forfeited and unclaimed Shares and Balances of Prize Money, and a Per- entage 
of Five Pounds in every One hundred Pounds out of the Proceeds of all Prizes, and out of 
all Grants to the Royal Navy and Marines, and out of all Bounty Money, and also out of all 
other Money distributable in the several Cases aforesaid among the Officers and Crew of 
any of He1· Mnjesty's Ships of VVar out of which such Per-centage is at the Commencement 
of this Act by Law deducted, shall, under the Direction of the Lords of the Admiralty, 
continue to be carried to and to form Part of the Naval Prize Cash Balance. 

So much of the Naval Prize Cash Balance as the Lords of the Admiralty think expedient 
shall from Time to Time by Her Majesty's Paymaster General, under the Authority and 
Direction of the Lords of the Admiralty, be paid and transferred t.o the Consolidated Fund 
of the U nitecl Kingdom. 

In case at any Time a Claim in respect of Prize or Bounty Money is made which the 
Naval Prize Cash Balance is not sufficient to meet, the1·e shall be paid out of the said Con­
solidated Fund a sufficient Sum to meet such Claim. 

18. A Ship's Agent shall be entitle<l, on Request, and on Payment of reasonable 
Expenses, to be furnished with Copies of or Extracts from any official Accounts kept 
under or for the Purposes of this Act in relation to any of Her Majesty's Ships of .. V\T ar for 
which he is Agent. 

Remuneration of Ship's Agent. 

19. Before any such Money as aforesaid is distributed among the Officers and Crew of 
any of Her Majesty's Ships of War there shall be paid, under the Direction of the Lords of 
the Admiralty, to the Ship's Agent a Per-cent.age of Two and a Half pe1· Centum on the net 
Amount actually distributable, ns the sole and full Remuneration of the Ship's Agent for hi.s 
Services in the Case. · 

20. In the following Cases,-
·where more than One of Her Majesty's Ships of War are entitled to participate in any 

such Money,-
·where the Ship's Agent is changed pending Proceeclings,-

thc Ship's Agent's Per-centage shall, in case of Difference, Le apportioned between or 
among the respective Agents of the several Ships, or the several Persons havin•)' been and 
being the Ship's Agent (as the Case may be), in such Manner as the Recristrnr ~f the Hio-h 
Court of Aumiralty thinks just, having regard to the Duration and Chara~te1· of the Servic~s 

of 
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of the several .A.gents in the Ca e, subject to Objection to the Registrar's Award to be 
taken before the J udgo of the Court. 

Inve tnient of Salvage, Boun~11, Prize, and .other ]Honey. 

21. Any Money for the Timo being awaiting Distribution, but for any Rea on not 
imme<liately distt·ibutable as afore aid, may, under the Direction of the Lords of the 
Admiralty, be invested in or on any proper toe] s, Funds, or Securities; and the Proceeds 
of those tock , Funds, or ccuritica, and nny Dividends or Interest accrued clue thereon, 
shall be distributed as the Money invetited would have been distributed if an Investment 
had not been made : 

l rovidecl that no such Investment shnll be made of any Money pending any adverse 
Claim thereto, except with the Consent of the laimant. 

D ecision as to Distribution or Investment. 
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Power to Ad· 
miralty to 
direct In vest­
ment pending 
Distribution. 

22. '\Vhere any Quc tion (whether in respect of asserted joint Capture, or in respect of Power to Rig~ 
Flag Share , or in re pect of any other Matter) arises concerning the Distribution of Court of Adnu-

I rally to decide any Money clistributnblo as afi resai<l, or concerning any nvestment thereof, actual OL' Questions rela-
intondccl, tho High ourt of A<lmiralty shall have cxclnsivo Jurisdiction to hear and tive to Distri­
<lelcrminc the same; and any P r on claiming an Interest in such Money, or the Lords of bution, &c. 
the <lmiralty, may apply to the High ourt of Admiralty for a J uclgment on that 
Que tion; and the ourl', after hearing the Parties interested, shall decide thereon, antl 
such Decision shall be final, and shall be binding on all Persons concerned, 

23. 
(1.) 

(2.) 

(3.) 

ltfiscellanaous. 

ot.hing in thi Act shall-
nuthorize a Ship's Agent or his ub-Arrent to practise 01· act as a Proctor, .Attorney, 

Solicitor, or other legal Practitioner in any Court; or 
affect the Right or Power of the Officers nncl rew of any of Her Majesty's Ships 

of vV nr as alvors, cizors, Captors, Re-captors, or otherwise, or of any of sucl1 
Officers and Crew, to take or cause or procure to be taken any Step or ProceedinO', 
or do or cause or procure to be done any Thing, that may be necessary or prop~r 
to be taken or done for any Purpose in any Court or elsewhere, in case of the 
Absence 01· D efault of the Ship's Agent; ot· 

affect any Right or Power of Control, OL' other Authority, that Her Majesty has or 
may exercis in any Prize Cause or other Proceeding. 

24. Nothing in this .A.et shall invalidate an Appointment of an Agent made before the 
Commencement of this A ct under The Navy Prize gents Act, 1863; but evei·y Agent so 
appointed shall, from the ommencement of this Act, be subject to this Act as if he were 
appointed under it. 

Saving Rights 
of the Crown, 
Captors, &c. 

Not to affect 
Appointments 
of .Agents 
under 26 & 27 
Viet. c. 116. 

25. Her Majesty in Council mny from Time to Time make such Orders as seem meet Power to make 
for t.he better Execution of this Act. Orders in 

ouncil. 

26. Every rdcr in ouncil under tlii i, A.et shall be published in t.he London Gazette, Orders in 
an 1 shall be luitl before both Hou cs of Parliam nt within Thirty Days after the makinO' Council 10 be 
there f, if Parliament is then sitting, and, if not, then within Thirty Days after the next gazetted, &c. 

Icetiug of Parliament. 

27. This et hall commence on such Day not later than the First Day of Janua1y One Commcnce-
thousantl eight hundred nod six ty-five, a Iler 1ajesLy in Council thinks tit to direct. me11t of Act. 
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Short Title. 

Interpretation 
of Terms. 

27° &· 28° VICTORIJE, c. 24, 25. 

SCHEDULE. 

Forrn of Appointment of Ship's A!Jent. 

I, (1) Commanding Officer of Her Majesty's (2
) 

hereby appoint (3) of (4
) to be the Ship's Agent for 

the Purposes of The Naval Agency and Distribution A.et, 1864, 
Dated the Day of 
Witness, 

(Signed) G.D. 
(Signed) 

(') Name of Officer. (8
) Name of Agent. 

( 2) Description and Name of Ship. (') Adress of Agent. 

CAP. XXV. 

A.B. 

An Act for regulating Naval Prize of War. (23d June 1864.J 
' WHEREAS it is expedient to enact permanently, with Amendments, such Provisions 
' concerning Naval Prize, and Matters connected therewith, as have heretofore been 
' usually passed at the Beginning of a War;' 

Be it therefore enacted by the Queen's most Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice 
and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parlia­
ment assembled, and by the Authority of the same, as follows: 

Preliminary. 

I. This Act may be cited as The Naval Prize Act, 1864. 

2. In this A.ct-
The Term " the Lords of the Admiralty " means the Lord High Admiral of the United 

Kingdom, or the Commissioners for executing the Office of Lord High Admiral: 
The Term "the High Court of Admiralty" means the High Court of Admiralty of 

En_qland: 
The 'l'erm "any of Her Majesty's Ships of War" includes any of Her Majesty's Vessels 

of War, and any hired armed Ship 01· V cssel in Her Majesty's Service: 
The Term " Officers and Crew " includes Flag Officers, Commanders, and other Officers, 

Engineers, Seamen, Marines, Soldiers, and others on board any of Her Majesty's Ships 
of War: 

The Term "Ship" includes Vessel and Boat, with the Tackle., Furniture, and Apparel 
of the Ship, Vessel, or Boat : 

The Term "Ship Papers " includes all Books, Passes, Sea Briefs, Charter Parties, Bills 
of Lading, Cockets, Letters, and other Documents and Writings delivered up or 
found on board a captured Ship: 

The Term "Goods" includes all such Things as are by the Course of Admiralty and Law 
of Nations the Subject of Adjudication as Prize (other than Ships). 

I.- PRIZE COURTS. 

High Court of 3. The High Court of Admiralty, and every Court of Admiralty or of Vice-Admiralty, 
Admiralty and or other Court exercising Admiralty Jurisdiction in Her Majesty's Dominions, for the Time 
other Courts to b . h . d k . f d . d' . II d . M f p . h 11 b be Prize Courts emg aut onze to ta e cogmzance o an JU 1c1a y procee m alters o nze, s a e 
for Purposes of a Prize Court within the Meaning of this Act. . 
Act. Every such Court, other than the High Court of Admiralty, is comprised in the Term 

"Vice A.dmil'alty Prize Court," when hereafter used in this Act. 

High 


