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CAP. LIV.
An Aé@ for the more fpeedy Trial of Offences com-

mitted in diftant Parts upon the Sea.
[23d May 1806.]

HEREAS by an A& of Parliament, made in the Twenty-eighth\ N/ Year of the Reign of King Henry the Eighth, it is enacted,That all Treafons, Felonies, Robberies, Murders, and Con-federacies, committed on the Sea, fhall be enquired of, tried, and deter-mined, according to the common Courfe of the Laws of this Land ufed forfuch Offences upon the Land within this Realm: And whereas by anotherA& of Parliament, madein the Eleventh Year of the Reign of King Williamthe Third, intituled, dn Actfor the more effectual Suppreffien of Piracy, itis enacted, that all Piracies, Felonies, and Robberies, committed on theSea, or in any Haven, River, Creek, or Place, where the Admiral orAdmirals have Power, Authority, or Jurifdi€tion, may be examined, en-quired of, tried, heard, and determined, and adjudged, in any Place atSea, or upon the Land, in any of His Majefty’s Iflands, Plantations,Colonies, Dominions, Forts, or Factories, to be appointed for that Purpofeby the King’s Commiffion, in the Manner therein direted, and accordinto the Rules of the Civil Law: And whereas Treafons, Murders, anddivers other Felonies andMif{demeanours, not mentioned in the faid Statuteof the Eleventh Year of the Reign of King William the Third, cannot betried by virtue of any Commiffion direCted under that AG, but the Perfonscommitting, or charged with having committed the fame upon the Seasin or near the Eaf or Weft Indies, and in Places very remote, can only bebrought to Trial by fending them to Eng/and to be tried within this Realm,under the Commiflion directed by the faid Statute of the Twenty-cighthsE Year
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Year of the Reign of King Henry the Eighth; whereby not only great
Charges and Expences are incurred, but Offenders do oftentimes efcape
unpunifhed by reafon of the Delay and Difficulties attending figch Profecu-
tions :” For Remecty whereof, and in order that one uniform Courfe of Trial
may be had forall Treafons, Piracies, Felonies, Robberies, Murders, Con-
fpiractes, and other Offences committed upon the Seas; be it enacted by
the King’s moit Excellent Majefty, by and with the Advice and Confent
of the Lords Spiritual and ‘lemporal, and Commons, in this prefent
Parliament affembled, and by the Authority of the fame, That all Trea-
fons, Piracies, Felonies, Robberics, Murders, Confpiracies, and other
Offences of what Nature or Kind foever, committed, upon the Sea, or in
any Haven, River, Creckj or Place; where the Admiral or Admirals have
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determined, and adjudged, according to the common Courfe of the Laws
of this Realm ufed for Offences committed upon the Land within, this
Realm, and not otherwife, in any of His flajefty’s Iffands, Pkantations,

Fouror more Colonies, Dominions, Forts,.ar Kactories, under and ‘by’ virtue of the
difcreet Per-
fons, &c. King’s Commiffion or Commiffions, under the Great Seal of Great Britain,

to be dire€ted to any fuch Four or more difcreet Perfons as the Lord
Chancellor of Great Britain, Lord Keeper, or Commiffioners for theCuf-
tody of the Great Seal of Great Britdin 6% the Time’ being; ‘fhall from
Time to Time think fit to appoint; and that the faid Commiffioners fo to
be appointed, or any Three of them, fhall have fuch and the like Powers
and Authorities for the Trial of all fuch Murders, Tredfons, Piracies, Felo-
nies, Robberies, Confpiracjes,_and.bihor Offences, within any fuch Ifland,
Plantation, Colony, Dominion, Foyt, or,Fattory, as any Commiffioners
appointed or fo, be. Appointed’ according to the DireGions of the faid Sta-
tute of the Twenty-eighth Year of the Reign of King Henry the Eighth,
by any Law or Laws now ‘in force, have or would have for the Trial of
the faid Offences within this Realm; and that all Perfons convicted of
any of the faid Offences, fo to be tried by virtue of any. Commiffion to be
made¢ according to theDiredtions of this AG, fhall be fubject and liable to,
and fhall faffer all ‘fuch arid the fame Pains,’ Penalties, and Forfeitures, as
by any Law or'Laws now-in-force, Perfons convicted of the fame refpéc.
tively would be fubjeét und liable to in dafe the fame were refpec-
tively inquiredOf, tried, heard, determined, arfd’ adjudged, within ‘this,
Realm, by virtue ofany Commiffion made according to the Directions
of the faid Statute of the Twenty-eighth Year of the Reign of King Henry._

.the Eighth; any Law, Statute; orUfage,to the contrary notwithitanding.
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