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An A& to regulate the binding of Pariflh Apprentices.

[ad Fuly 1816.]

HEREAS many Grievances have arifen from the binding of

W poor Children as Apprentices by Parifh Officers to improper
Perfons, and to Perfons refiding at a Diftance from the

Parithes to which fuch Poor Children belong, whereby the faid Parifh

Officers, and the Parents of fuch Children, are deprived of the Oppor-

tunity of knowing the Manner in which fuch Children are treated, and

the Parents and Children have, in many In{tances, become eftranged
from each other ; and alfo from the Permiffion given to Apprentices, by
the Perfons to whom fuch Apprentices have been bound, to ferve others

without a formal Affignment, whereby the Difcretion to be exercifed by

Magiftrates in placing out Apprentices to fuitable Perfons, is frequently
rendered of no avail: For Remedy whereof, be it enacted by the King’s
moft Excellent Majefty, by and with the Advice and Confent of the
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this prefent Parliament

aflembled, and by the Authority of the fame, That from and after the

Firft Day of Odétober in the Year of our Lord One thoufand eight
hundred and fixteen, before any Child fhall be bound Apprentice by the

How Parith
Apprentices
thall be
bound.

Overfeers of the Poor of any Parith, Townthip, or Place, {uch Child:
fhall be cartied before Two Juftices of the Peace of the County, Riding,

_
Divifion, or Place wherein fuch Parifh, Townfhip, or Place fhall be

Gtuate, who fhall enquire into the Propriety of binding fuch Child Ap-

prentice to the Perfon or Perforis to whom it fhall be propofed by fuch
- Ovyerfeers to bind fuch Child ; and fuch Juttices fhall particularly enquire
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and ‘confider'whether fuch Perfon or Perfons refide, or have his; het; tr’
their Place or Places of Bufinefs within a reafonable Diftance from’ the '
Place to whielr fuch Child fhall belong, having regatd to the- Means: of!
Communication between fuch Places, or whether any Circumftan¢és hall:
make it fit, in the Judgement of fuch Juftices, that fuch Child fhould be"
placed Apprentice at a greater Diftance ; and if the Father or Mother of:
fuch Child fhall be living, and fhall refide in or near the Place’ to: which:
fuch Child fhall belong, fuch Juftices fhall (if they fee fit) examine fuch:
Father or Mother, or either of them, and {hall particularly enquire as to
the Diftance of the Refidence or Place of Bufinefs of the Perfon or
Perfons to whom it fhall be propofed to place fuch Child, and the Means
of Communication therewith; and fuch Juftices fhall alfo enquire into
the Circumftances and Charaéter of fuch Perfon or Perfons ; and if fuch
Juftices fhall, upon fuch Examination and Enquiry, think it proper that

~

fuch Child fhould be bound Apprentice to fuch Perfon or Perfons, fuch
Juftices fhall make an Order, declaring that fuch Perfon or Perfons is or
ate fit Perfon or Perfons to whom fuch Child may be properly bound as
Apprentice, and fhall thereupon order that the Overfeer or Overfeers of
the Place to which fuch Child fhall belong, fhall be at liberty to bind

- fuch Child Apprentice accordingly; which Order fhall be delivered to
'fuch Overfeer or Overfeers, as the Warrant for binding fuch Child Ap-
'

prentice as aforefaid, and fuch Order fhall be referred to by the Date
thereof, and the Names of the faid Juftices in the Indenture of Appren..

_ ticefhip of fuch Child; and after fuch Order fhall have been made, fuch’
Juftices fhall fign their Allowance of fuch Indenture of Apprenticethip,:* before the fame fhall ‘be executed by any of the other Parties thereto ;.
Provitled always, that no fuch Child fhall be bound Apprentice to any:
Perfon or Perfons refiding or having any Eftablifhment in ‘Trade, at which:

_ it ig intended that fuch Child fhall be employed out of the fame County,
_., at a greater Diftance than Forty Miles from the Parifh or Place to which

fuch Child fhall belong, unlefs fuch Child fhall belong to fome Parifli
or Place which fhall be more than Forty Miles from the City of London,
in which Cafe it fhall be lawful for the Juftices who fhall authorize the

_

apprenticing of fuch Child to make a fpecial Order for that Purpofe, inf
Which Order fuch Juftices thall diftinétly fpecify the Grounds on which

at, they fhall think fit to allow of the apprenticing of fuch Child to a Perfon
OF Perfons refiding, or having an Eftablifhment in ‘Trade, at a greater
Diftance than Forty Miles from the Parifh or Place to which fuch Childfall belong. ,

Indenture to EE. And be it further enaéted, That in all Cafes where the Refidened
beallowedby or Eftablifhment of Bufinefs of the Perfon or Perfons to whom any
Two Juttices Child fhall be bound, fhall be within a different County or Jurifdiétion
jnto

which» Of the Peace, from that within which the Place by the Officcrs whereof
Apprenticeis fach Child fhall be bound fhall be fituated, and in all other Cafes wheretobe bounds the Juftices of the Peace for the Diftri& or Place within which the Place

by the Officers whereof fuch Child hall be bound fhail be fituated, and
of theCounty Who fhall fign the Allowance of the Indenture by which fuch Child thalk
from which be bound, fhall not have Jurifdidion, every Indenture by which fuch
he isbound. Child fhall be bound at any Time after the faid Firft Day: of October

fhall be allowed as well by Two Juftices of the Peace for the County or
Biftti@ within which the Placeby the Officers of which fuch Child ‘fhall
ecbpund -thatl “be ‘fituated,“2s by ‘Two Jufticésof the Peace for the
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County of-Diftri& within which the Place fhall be. fituated-,wherein. fuct.
Child ‘fhall be intended to ferye: Provided always,. that. no Indenture-

fhall. be. allowed by any Juftice of the Peace for the County.into. which:

fuch Child thall. be bound, who fhall be engaged. in the fame Bufinefs,;

Employment, or Manufacture in which the Perfon to: whom. fuch. Child.
fhall be. bound is engaged; and Notice hall, be given to. theOverfeers.

of the Poor.of the Parifh or Place in which fuch Child fhall be intended’
to ferve an, Apprenticefhip, before any Juftice of the Peace for the.

County or Diflrid within which. fuch Parifh or Place fhall be, thall allow,

fuch Indenture; and fuch Notice fhall be proved.before fuch Juttice fhall.

fign fuch Indenture, unlefs. One of fuch Overieers fhall attend fuchr

Juftice, and.admit fuch Notice.

_ III. Provided always, and it is hereby declared, That the. Allowance The Allow-

of Two: Juftices of the Peace tor the County, within which the Piace.in ance by

which fuch Child fhall be intended to ferve an Apprenticethip. fhall be Muwiltrates

fituated, fhall be valid and effectual, although fuch.Place may be fituated to be valid in

in a Town or Liberty within which any other Jultices of the Peace may in Towns and

other relpects have an exclufive Jurifdiction. 7 Places having
exclufive

JurifdiGtion.
IV. And whereas there are feveral Cities and Boroughs which are Dj

: “a
ilance to

Counties of themfelves, and feveral Diftrids fituated without the Limits which Ap-
af the County to which fuch Diltri&ts refpectively belong ; be it enacted, prenticesmay

That the Diftance to which Parifh Apprentices may be bound, thall not be
bound ner

be conftrued: to be limited to fuch Cities and Boroughs being Counties, te Cities

but fhall extend to the County in which any fuch City and Borough, and. which are

any fuch Diftri& though belonging to another County, fhall be locally; Counties of

fituated.
| themfelves.

. V. And be it further enaéted, That no Settlement fhail be gained by, No Settle-

any Child who fhall be. bound by the Officers of any Parith, ‘Yownthip, met fall be

or Place, by reafon of fuch Apprenticefhip, unlefs fuch Order hall be gained unlefs

made, and fuch Allowances of {uch Indenture of Apprenticefhip thal! bé complied

figned, as herein-before directed.
with,

_ VIL And be it enaéted, That in cafe any Overfeer or Overfeers fhal] Penalty on

bind an Apprentice to any Perfon or Perfons, without having obtained pading
fuch Order and fuch Allowances as herein-before required, and in cafe Apprentice5

any Perfon or Perfons fhall receive any fuch Apprentice as fo bound, contrary

without fuch Order and Allowances having been firft obtained, the faid hereto.

Qwverfeer or Overfeers, and the faid Perfon or-Perfons, fhall each.refpec-

tively forfeit the Sum of Ten Pounds, for each Apprentice fo bound, to 00
pe recovered-as the Penalties herein-after given are. diregted to be res tere eT
tovered.

Ta

3::VIL.And be it further ena@ed, That from and after the faid Firft Day. Children'sor
bf Odtober it fhall not be lawful for any Parifh Officers to bind out.any te be bound,

Child as Parith Apprentice, until fych Child thall haye.atrainedthe Age Wi)a
ofNine-Years, any ‘Thing in any.AG orAs of Parliament:to.the com Years, +:
trary fotwithftanding.
RG Vocus ‘ fey th Loge of

ji MIL, And be it further enaéted, Thatif any Perfon:or Perfons.to.wham In Cafes of

any Child. fhall bs bound: Apprentice by theOvericers of sag Page af any
Mattersa

Bisa?
Panth Removal, &c.
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Parifh or Place;; fhall.after the faid Firft Day of Odfober: removerhisy"trer,or their Refidence or Eftablifhment of Bufinefs, 6ut of the fame Countygr Forty Miles from: the Parifh or Place wherein the fame was. whettfuch Child was. bound Apprentice, fuch Perfon or Perfons ‘hall;at leaft
Fourteen Days previous to fuch Removal, give a written Notice theredf
to the Churchwardens or Overfeers of the Poor of the Place where fuch
Apprentice fhall then refide, unlefs fuck Perfon or Perfons’ thall-refide in’fuch Place under Certificate; and in that cafe fuch Perfons thall give the

.« like Notice to the Churchwardens or Overfeers of the Poor of ‘the Place- where fuch Apprentice fhall then be legally fettled, and which Churchwardens and Overfeers, and alfo the Mafter or Mafters, Miftrefs or Mif-
_ trefles of fuch Apprentice, fhall caufe fuch Apprentice to appear beforeTwo of His Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace for the Country or Diftri&within which fuch Apprentice fhall be then ferving, who fhall enquirewhether it may be fit and proper that fuch Apprentice fhould continue in
the Service of fuch Perfon or Perfons, or be difcharged therefrom, or
bound or affigned over to any other Perfon or Perfons, and fhall there."Upon make order, either for the Continuance of fuch Apprenticewith fuch_* Perfon or Perfons, or for the Difcharge of fuch Apprentice, or for the
binding or affigning of fuch Apprentice to any other Perfon, as to them
in their Difcretion fhall feem meet, and if they fhall fee fit, thall alfo
require the Perfon or Perfons fo giving Notice of Removal, to pay theAmount of the Premium received with fuch Apprentice, or fuch Portion’
of it.as to them fhall feem meet, for the Expence of afligning or binding{uch Apprentice to any other Perfon, to be approved by the faid Juftices 5and the Perfon or Perfons to. whom fuch Apprentice fhall be fo bound’or afligned, fhall be fubje& to the fame Rules and Regulations as the’Perfon or Perfons to whom fuch Apprentice fhall be originally bound ; and

+ in-cafe any fuch Matter or Matters, Miftrefs or Miftrefles, fhatl remove asou aforefaid, and hall take any fuch Apprentice to any other Place, ‘without{uch Order as aforefaid, or fhall wilfully abandon and leave any fuch Appren-'“tice, without giving fuch Notice as aforefaid, every Perfon fo offending,

Provifions of
32G.3 ¢.57.
enforced with
re{pe& to
afgning or

difcharging
Apprentices,

fhall forfeit the Sum of Ten Pounds for every fuch Apprentice, to the
iiivt, Churchwardens. and Overfeers of the Poor of the Parifh, ‘fownfhip, or .

: Place, wherein, at the Time of {uch Removal or ‘Taking. the Apprentice!fhall have been legally fettled, for the Ule of the Poor of the -fame’
Parith, Townfhip, or Place ; provided an Intormation fhall be exhibited for:
{uch Offence within Three Calendar Months next after the Commiffion of:
the fame,

_ 1X. And whereas it may be expedient, that thofe to whom: Parifh:Apprentices are bound or afligned fhould be empowered to place out: oxiaflign over fuch Apprentice to others, and it is proper that fuch ‘placing!-out or Affignments fhould in all Inflances be under the Infpeétion and!Controul of the Magiftrates; and it is ft that. the Perfon to whém -fucly
putting out or Affignment fhall be made, and alfo the Apprentice, thallo* ke made fubje@..to’ the ordinary Jurifdiétion of ‘Juttices of the Peacewith refpeét to Mafters and Parith Apprentices 3 and it is inéxpedient thatany Matter. or:Miftrefs fhould-'in any way difcharge or difmifs from his!or herService,‘any. Parith Apprentice without the Confent of fuch Jaf:tices

5
be.it therefore’. enaéted,: That -from and after the- Day ofOctoberin. the Year One:thoufand eight hundred and fixteen,‘it fhall not!be: ‘lawful .for anyMaher-orMiltrefe-to-put away or-transfer ‘aniy’Parifh’

10
Apprentice
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87
Apprentice.to any other, or in any way to difcharge or difmifs from his
er her Service any Parifh Apprentice without fuch Confent of Juftices, as
is directed in an Aét paffed in the Thirty-fecond Year of the Reign of
His prefent Majefty, intituled An AG for thefurther Regulation of Parifh
Apprentices ; and that no Settlement fhall be gained by any Service of fuch
Apprentice, ‘after fuch putting away or transfer, unlefs fuch Service fhall
have been performed under the Sanction of fuch Confent as aforefaid.

—

. X. And be it further enafted, That any Perfon or Perfons, who, after Penalty on
the Firft Day of Oober in the Year One thoufand eight hundred and

dilcharging
fixteen, fhall put away or transfer any Parifh Apprentice to another, or Pet the
who fhall in any way difcharge or difmifs from his or her Service any Confent of
Parith Apprentice without fuch Confent as aforefaid, fhall forfeit a Sum Juttices, 101.

not exceeding Ten Pounds, for every Apprentice fo transferred.

XI. And whereas the falutary Provifions ena&ed by an A& paffed in Indentures

the Forty-third Year of the Reign of Her Majefty Queen Elizabeth, in- not ale
tituled 4n Ad for the Relief of the Poor, are frequently evaded in the proved by
binding out of Poor Children, and the Premium of Apprenticefhip, or a ‘Two Juftices.

Part thereof, is clandeftinely provided by Parifh Officers, who are thus
enabled to bind out fuch Poor Children, without the Sanction of Juftices
of Peace ; be it further enacted, That after the faid Firft Day of O@fober,
no Indenture of Apprenticefhip, by reafon of which any Expence what-

ever fhall at any Time be incurred by the Public Parochial Funds,
fhall be valid and effe€tual, unlefs approved of by Two Juftices of thé

Peace, under their Hands and Seals, according to the Provifions of the
faid A& and of this A&.

XII. And be it further enaGted, That all Penalties and Forfeitures Penalties may

hereby impofed for any Offence againft this Ac, fhall and may be re- be recovered

covered by Information before any Two Juftices of the Peace of the County by Informa
or Diftri& where fuch Offence fhall be committed.

_ XIIL And be it further enaGted, That it fhall and may be lawful to and Jufticesem~

for the Juftices before whom any fuch Penalty fhall be recovered, to direct
powered f°

fuch Penalty, after deduéting the neceffary Cofts and Charges
attending

Penalties.

any Information, and the Proceedings thereon, to be paid, applied, and
diftributed, either to the Perfon or Perfons giving Information of the

Offence for which fuch Penalty fhall be incurred, or to the Overfeer of
the Poor of the Parifh or Township in which fuch Offence fhall have been .

committed, or by the Officers whereof fuch Apprentice fhall have been
—

bound, for the Ufe of the Poor of fuch Parifh or Townhhip, or in the bind-

ing of the Apprentice, refpecting whom fuch Offence fhall be committed,
tb any other Perfon, or to be diftributed and applied for any One or mote
of fuch Purpofes, as to fuch Juftices fhall feem meet.
1.

"XIV. And be it further enaéted, That in cafe of Non-payment of any Recovery

Penalty hereby impofed, the fame fhall be levied by Diftrefs and Sale of of Penalties.

the Offender’s Goods and. Chattels, by Warrant under the Hands and
Seals of the Juftices before whom fuch Offender fhall have been con-

victed,- or of. any other Two Juftices of the Peace of: the fame County or

Diftri.; and for want of fuch Diftrefs, fuch Offender fhall be committed

tg the Common.Gaol or Houle of Correction for
any:Period.not lefs than

: 130 ot One,
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“One, nor more than Six Montlis, ‘to be appointed ‘by the Juftices Before:

whom fuch Offender fhall be convitted. hed
seg

“XV. And be it Further enacted, That the Conviétion of ‘all Offences:
again{t this A€t, fhall be in the Form following, (that is to fay) 5°00. 2

16‘ BE it remembered, That on the Dayof 7‘ in the Year of Our Lord "is convicted:bez‘ fore us of His Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace
*: for the County of upon the Information of 2.0‘ for that [here fate the Offence] contrary to the Form of
© the Statute paffed in the Fifty-fixth of the Reign of HisMajefty-King
©
George the Third, intituled An Ac to regulate the binding of Parifh

©
Apprentices, and for which Offcnce we do adjudge that the faid‘ fhall forfeit and pay the Sum of to be‘
paid and applied as follows [here fate the Apphication of the Penalty]

*
and in cafe fuch Penalty fhall not be paid by the faid

© or levied by Diftrefs upon Goods and Chattels, within‘ Days from the Date of this Conviction, we adjudge that the
faid fhall be imprifoned in

* for the Space of Given under our Hands and
* Seals the Day and Year firft above mentioned.’

XVI. And be it further enacted, That in cafe any Perfon convicted for
any Offence againft this A&t fhall not pay the Penalty impofed by fuch
ConviGtion within One Calendar Month next after fuch Convi&ion fhall
take place, it fhall be lawful to and for the Juftices making fuch Con.
vidtion, or for any Two other Juftices of the County or Diftria, to iffue
theirWarrant for the apprehending and imprifoning of fuch Offender,
notwithftanding fuch Offender may have Goods or Chattels whereby fuch .

Penalty might have been levied.

XVII. And be it further ena€ted, That any Perfon or Perfons who fhall
be diffatisfied with any Act done by any Jultice or Juftices of the Peace
in the Execution of this A€&t, may appeal againft the fame to any Court
or General or Quarter Seffions to be holden for the County within which
fuch A& fhall have been done, within Three Calendar Months after the
Fact fo complained of, upon giving Notice in Writing to fuch Juftice or
Juftices, and alfo to the Perfon or Perfons who fhall be interefted in fuch
Appeal, within Twenty-one Days next after the A&t fo appealed againft
‘thall have taken place; and in cafe fuch Appeal fhall be againft any
‘Conviction, entering into a Recognizance, with Two fufficient Sureties,
‘before any Juftice of the Peace of the County or Diftri& within which
‘fuch Conviction fhall have taken place, to appear at fuch General or
Quarter Seffions to abide the Judgement of the Court upon fuch Appeal,
and to pay the Cofts which may be awarded thereon ; and that it fhall and
may be lawful to and for the Juftices at fuch Seffions to hear and determine
the Matter of fuch Appeal, and to award Cofts therein, as they in their
Difcretion fhall think fit; and all fuch Appeals thall be to the Seffions of
the County within which the Ac appealed againft fhall have taken place,
-and not to any Diftrict or Liberty within the fame.

XVIII. And be it further enaéted, That the Provifions and Penalties.
‘herein contained refpe€ting Overfeers of the Poor, fhall be deemed to

extend
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extend to all Churchwardens having the Power and Authority of Over-
feers of the Poor ; and that all the Provifions hereinmentioned and con-
tained refpe€ting any Parifh or Place, fhall extend to any incorporated or

other Diftriét for the Maintenance of the Poor ; and that the Officers -of

any fuch Diftrict, having Power to bind Apprentices, fhall be fubject to

1159
Church-
wardens.

all the Rules, Regulations, and Penalties herein mentioned and contained

refpecting Overfeers of the Poor.
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