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AGRICULTURE 

Pig Recording Scheme (Northern Ireland) 1976 

Coming into operation 

22nd December 1976 

28th January 1977 

No. 393 

The Department(a) of Agriculture in exercise of the powers conferred on 
it by Section 9 of the Agriculture Act (Northern Ireland) 1949(b) and of every 
other power ena:bling it in that behalf and with the approval of the Depart­
ment(a) of Finance hereby makes the following Scheme:-

Citation and commencement 
1. This Scheme 'may be cited· as the Pig Recording Scheme (Northern 

Ireland) 1976 and shall come into operation on 28th January 1977. 

Interpretation 
2. In this Scheme:-
"accredited elite herd" means a herd entered}n the first section ~f. the 

register; .,. 
"approved" means approved by the Depa:rtment; 
"authorised" means authorised by the Depa:rtment; 
"accreditation standards" means such standa:rds of breeding value as the 

Depa:rtment after consultation with the Pig Production Development 
Committee shall from time to time determine as the standards to be 
attained by a candidate elite herd and an accredited elite herd; 

"bacon pigs" has the same meaning as "bacon pigs" in the Pigs Ma:rket­
ing Scheme (Northern Ireland) (Approval) Order 1933(c); 

"candidate elite herd" means a herd accepted for entry in the first section 
of the register but not entered therein; 

"commercial herd" means a herd the main purpose of which is the pro-
duction of pigs for bacon or pork; . ' 

"the Department" means the Department of Agriculture; 
"herd" means a herd of pigs; 
"nominated herd" means a herd or part of a herd consisting of pigs of one 

breed only in respect of which an application is made under Article 4; 
"performance testing" in relation to any boar means testing that boar at 

the Northern Ireland Testing Station for the purpose of assessing its 
breeding value by its performance at that station; 

"Pig Production Development Committee" means the Committee estab­
lished in accordance with Section 1 of the Pig Production Development 
Act (Northern Ireland) 1964(d); 

(a) Formerly Ministry: see 1973 c. 36 'Sch. 5 para. &(1) 
(b) 1949 c. 2 (N.I.) (c) S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1933 No. 93 (p. 14) (d) 1964c.2S·(N.I.) 
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"progeny testing" in relation to any boar means testing the· progeny from 
such boar ,at the Northern Ireland Testing Station for the 'purpose of 
assessing, the breeding value of the boat on the results achieved by its 
progeny; 

','the register" ,means' the register maintained in accordance with Article 3; 
"registered mllltiplyillg herd'; means a herd entered in 'the second section 

of the register; . 
"registration standards" meanS such standards of breeding value as the 

Department after consultation with the Pig Production Developri;lent 
Committee slli:\ll from time to time deterDline as the standards' to be 
attained by a herd to qualify for entry in the register as a register~d 
multiplyi~g herd; , , 

~'weanin,g" means the stage at which' youp.g pigs are separated from their 
dam. 

Register ot accredited elite and multiplying herds 
3. With the object of developing the breeding of pigs in Northern Ireland 

,thy Department shall continue to maintain a register of herds in which shall 
be entered, subject to and in accordance with the provisions of this Scheme, 
the names of herd owners and particulars of their herds. The register Shall 
be divided into two sections, the first to be called the register of accredited 
elite herds and the second to be caIled the register of multiplying herds. 

Candidate elite herds 
4. Where 
(a) a herd owner applies to the pepartment to have a nominated herd 

entered in the :ijrst section of the register; and 
Cb) the Department is satisfied with respect to that herd that the conditions 

set out in Part I of the First Schedule are sa,tisfied; . 
the Department shall accept the n,oininatedherd' as a caIj.c!idrite elite herd and 
thereafter the herd oWner shall in relation to that herd observe the provisions 
of P!J.rt II of the First Schedule. 

Assessment of candidate elite herds 
5.-(1) The Department shall assess a candidate elite herd in accordan~e 

with the following provisiollSof this Article for the purpose of determining if 
the herd has attained the accreditation stap.dards; 

, ,(2) The 'first assessment shall' be made not less than twelve ll,1onths after 
the ,herd' has been accepted' as a candidate elite hetd and shaII be based on 
$e records •. kept in, 'accord'ance with the First Schedule. in respect of the 
period since acceptance; 

_ (3) Where a herd fails to attain the a9creditation standards' 'on the first 
assessment or. subject to paragraph (4). on any subsequent assessment under 
this paragraph, it shall be re-assessed after an illterval of approximately three 
months. ,Each re-assessment under this paragraph shall be based on' the 
records kept in, accordance with the First Schedule in respect of the period of 
twelve months immediately prior to the re-assessment; and ' 

, (4) Where a herd fails to attain the accreditation standards in each of eight 
consecutive te-assessments,acceptance of the hetd under Article 4 shall be 
revokeq. ' , , 

I 

I 

'I 
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Registration of accredited elite herds 
6. Where, on any assessment or re-assessment mentioned in Article 5, the 

Department is satisfied with respect to a candidate elite herd that the accredi­
tation standards have been attained, then, provided the provisions of Part JI 
of the First Schedule have been observed, the Department shall register such 
herd in the first section of the register as an accredited elite herd and that herd 
shall remain so registered unless the registration is cancelled, in accordance 
with this Scheme. 

Re-assessment of accredited elite herds 
7. The Department shall re-assess an accredited elite herd at intervals of 

approximately twelve months after registration for the purpose of determining 
if the herd has maintained the accreditation standards. 

8. Where, on such re-assessment as is mentioned in Article 7, the Depart­
ment finds that an accredited elite herd has failed to maintain'the accredita­
tion standards, the registration of that herd shall be cancelled and the herd 
shall be re-classified as a candidate elite herd and shall be subject to re­
assessment in accordance with paragraphs (3) and (4) of Article 5. 

Multiplying herds 
9. Where 
(a) a herdowner applies to the Department to have a herd entered in the 

second section of the register; and ' 
(b) the Department is satisfied that the herd satisfies the conditions set out 

in Part I of the Second Schedule; 
'the Department shall accept the herd for such entry and thereafter the herd­
owner shall in relation to that herd observe the provisionsQf Part II of the 
Second Schedule. 

10. Where the Department is satisfied with respect to a herd which has 
been accepted for entry under Article 9 that during the twelve months follow-

, ing acceptance the registration standards have been attained then, provided 
that the provisions of Part II of the Second Schedule have been observed, the 
Department shall register such herd in the second sectiori.. of .the register as a 
registered multiplying herd and that herd shall remain so registered unless 
the registration is cancelled in accordance with this Scheme. 

Performance and progeny testing of boars 
11. The owner of a candidate elite herd or accredited elite herd shall sell 

to the Department such pigs from'the herd as the Department shall select 
for the purpose of performance testing or progeny testing of boars on the 
following terms and :conditions : - : 

(a) the price for each pig shall be calculated by weight at a rate determined 
from time to time by the Department after consultation with the Pig 
Production Development Committee; 

(b) the system of testing and the standards applied shall be determined by 
the Department after consultation with the Pig Production Develop-
ment Committee; . 

(c) the owner shall have the right to re-purchase any boar which' 
achieves the approved standard on testing. The price to be paid for 
such a boar shall be determined by the Department after consultation 
with the Pig Production Development Committee. 
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'12~ Without' prejlidice to Article 1 L theownei: of a candidate elite herd 
or accredited elite herd may request the -Depart~l1ent to carry out such testing 
as is. mentioned in that Article in respect of pigs in his herd and the Depart­
. ment may comply with such request. 

Cancellation of acceptance or registration 
13. Where any herd owner whose herd has been accepted or registered 

.. under this$cheme' fails to observe or comply with any provisions thereof 
appIlcable to that herd'; the Department may revoke that acceptance or cancel 
that registration and, if any acceptance 'or registratioJjis. so revoked 'or can­
Celled, the Department may reinsti\.te that acceptance or registration on such 
tertns a~d conditions as it thinks fit. 

Appeals 
"14. Where the Department refuses any application or ,any request to catry 

.out testing or revokes. or cancels any :acceptance or registration in reSpect of a 
herd the herddWner may, within a period of fourteen days from the receipt 
of notice of such refusal, revocation orct;lncellation, lodge an appeal in writing 
against such refusal. .revocation ot cancellation in the form set out in the 
Third Schedule. Such appeal. shall be considered by a tribunal of·3 persons 
whose members shall be nominated by the Pig Production Development Com­
mittee and appointed by the Department. The tribunal shall report to the 
:I)epartlll.ent the reslj.lt ·of its findings .i:UJ,d the Department, after consideration. 
of the report, shall' confIrm or reverse the decision to'which the.appealrelates 
and such confirmation or reversal shall be final.' . 

Publication 
. 15 •. The Department. may publish in, such manner as it thinks fit allY facts . 

or irtformationobtained by it in the course of the operation of this Scheme. 

Revocation 
16.--(1) The Accredited Pig Herds and Pig Testing Scheme (Northern 

Ireland) 1974(e) (hereinafter called "the Scheme 6f 1974") "is herebY revoked. 

(2) Herds which at the date of coming into operatIon of this Scheme were 
registered under the Scheme of 1974 as accredited elite pig herds or accredited 
multiplying herds shall continue to be registered under this Scheme as 
accredited elite herds or registered multiplying herds a~ the ,ca.se may be. 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of Agriculture for Northern 
Ireland on 22nd December 1976, in the presence of 

w. H. Parker 
Assistant Secretary 

The. Department of Finance hereby approves. the foregoing Schem~. 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department ofF'inance .for Northern 
Ireland on 2.2nd December 1976. 

(L.s.) . /. Murray 
Assistant Secretary 

(e) S.R. (N.I:) 1974 No. 75 (1, p. 218) 
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FIRST SCHEDULE (Articles 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8) 

PART I 

CondiHons for acceptance of candidate elite herds 

(1) A nQminated herd shall cQnsist .of pigs .of an apprQved breed .Qr strain; 
(2) the average number .of SQWS in a nQminated herd calculated at quart~rly 

intervals .over a periQd .of twelve mQnths immediately priQr tQ the applicatiQn 
shall be nQt less than: 
(a) 25 per cent .of the average number SQ calculated .of all the SQWS .owned 

by the applicant; .or 
(b) 20 
whichever is the greater; . 

(3) the applicant shall furnish evidence frQm a veterinary practitiQner in a 
fQrm satisfactQry tQ the Department that all pigs .owned by him are healthy. 

PART II 

Conditions to be satisfied after acceptance 

The herd .owner shall:-
(I) fQllQW an apprQved breeding prQgramme; 

(2) identify and keep identified all pigs in the herd by an apprQved system .of 
marking by numbers, and, where any pig is being sent fQr slaughter, fQr­
ward with the pig a card prQvided by the Department marked with the 
number .of the pig; 

(3) recQrd the fQllQwing infQrmatiQn in respect .of the herd:­
(a) the birth .of pigs in the herd; 
(b) the number .of pigs alive at weaning; 
(c) fQr the purPQse .of testing under Article 11, the weight at weaning .of 

each pig in any litter {.of nQt less than 7 pigs) sired by a nQn-prQgeny 
tested bQar; 

(cl) in the case .of a litter intended by the .owner tQ be tested under Article 
12, the weight .of each pig at weaning; . 

(e) particulars .of any abnQrmality in any pig; 
(f) in the case Qf the death .of any pig, the date .of death; 
(g) where a pig is SQld fQr breeding purpQses, the name .of the purchaser, 

and the date ·.of sale; 
(h) any .other infQrmatiQn which the Department may require; 

(4) nQtify the Department in writing .of the birth .of all pigs in the· herd, within 
.one week frQm the date .of birth; 

(5) sell fQr breeding purPQses in NQrthern Ireland such number .of pigs frQm 
the herd as the Department may require; 

(6) sell fQr slaughter as bacQn pigs in NQrthern Ireland nQt less than 30 per 
cent .of the tQtal number .of pigs weaned in the herd; . 

(7) permit the Department tQ take blQQd samples frQm any pig in the herd; 

(8) participate as required by the Department in any scheme .or arrangements 
.operated by the Department fQr mQnitQring the health .of pigs; 

(9) permit the Department's .officers tQ check the recQrds and affQrd all neces­
Sary facilities and assistance tQ them fQr that purpQse. 
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SECOND SCHEDULE (Articles 9 and 10) 

PART I 

Conditions for .accep~ance. of multiplying herds 

(1) The average number of sows in a multiplying herd calculated at quarterly 
intervals over aperi6d of twelve months immediately prior to the applica: 
tion sha,U .be liot less than 20; and 

(2) the applicant shall furnish evidence from a veterinarypractitionet ili. a 
f~rm satisfactory to the Department that all pigs owned by him are healthy, 

fAR'!' IT 

CQnditiollS to be ~tisfi.ed : after acceptanCe 

The herdowner shall:-
(1) follow an approved breeding ptogtammei 

(2) record the following information in' respect of the herd:-
(a) the birth of pigs in the herd within one week from the date of birth; 
(b) the number of pigs alive at weaning; 
(c) particulars of any abnormality in any pig; 
(d) particulars of stock used for breeding; 
(e) where a pig is sold for use in a commercial herd in Northern Ireland, 

. the name of the purchaser and the date of sale; and 
(j) any other information which the Department may require;' 

(3) purchase all breeding stock for use in the herd 'from accredited elite herqs 
or· from herds approved by'th'e'Deiiartment as b~~l,1g of equivalent standard 
to accredited el.it~ herds; 

(4) 'sell for slaughter as bacon pigs in Northern Ireland not less than 30 per 
cent of the total number of pigs weaned in the herd; 

(5) permit the Department to obtain from the Pigs Marketing Board such data 
on carcase grading in relation to pigs sold for slaughter from the herd as 
the Department may require; 

(6) sell from the herd for use in commercial herds in Northern Ireland such 
number of cross-bred female stock as the Department may require; 

(7) permit the Department to take blood samples from any pig in the herd; 

(8) permit the Department's officers to check records and afford all necessary 
facilities and assistance to them for that purpose, 
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THIRD SCHEDULE 

PIG RECORDING ScHEME (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1976 

Notice of Appeal 

No. 393 

(Article 14) 

I •••••••••••••••• < •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ' •••• ,i • •••••• of ••••••• 

o~ •...............•. " ......... ~ ............... , '. . .. being the owner of the 
undermentioned herd HEREBY ApPEAL against 

(a) the decision qf the Department to refuse/revoke/cancel the acceptance/ 
registration of my herd; 

(b) the re~al of the Department to grant my request to test pigs' from my 
herd 

(Delete a or b as appropriate) 

and ApPLY to have such refusaljrevocation/can«;:ellatioll ,considered by the 
Appeals Tribunal esta.blished under Article 14 of the Pig Recording Scheme 
(Northern Ireland) 1976. 

The grounds for my appeal are as follows:-

The Secretary 
Department of Agriculture 
Dundonald House 
Upper Newtownards Road 
Belfast BT4 3SB 

Signature of Owner .... ' ............ , ' .. . 

Date ....... ' .. :., .. ","" 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part a! the Scheme but is intended to indicate 
its general purport.) 

2217 

The object of this Scheme is to aid the improvement of pigs in Northern 
Ireland. It provides for the Department to maintain a register. of pig herds 
which attain approved standards of breeding value. The register is in ty,ro 
parts, the fu;st for elite herds in which superior breeding stock are identified 
by modem selection methods, the second for multiplying herds in which the 
superior breeding stock produced in elite herds is n:iultiplied and the progeny 
sold for use in commercial herds. 

The Scheme replaces the Accredited Pig Herds and Pig Testing Scheme 
(Northern Ireland) 1974. 

The main changes are:-
(1) a revision of the conditions of accreditation for elite herds including a 

reduction in the minimum size of elite herds from 25 to 20 sows and 
the introduction of a candidate category for elite herds; 

(2) a revision of the conditions of registration for multiplying herds; and 
(3) the establishment of an appeals procedure against Departmental 

decision on acceptance, accreditation and registration of herds and 
requests for testing of pig;s. 

71A 
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