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Pig Industry: Grading. 
THE PIGS MARKETING (GRADING) (NORTHERN IRELAND) ORDER, 

1936, DATED 31sT DAY OF DECEMBER, 1936, MADE BY THE 

Mr~'IS'PRY OF AGRiOULTURE FOR NOH,THERN IRELAND UNDER 
SECTION 7 (1) OF THE AGRICUL'rURAL MARKETING (PIG 

INDUSTRY) ACT (NOR~rHERN IRELA~D), 1934 (25 GEO. 5, 
OH. 3). 

1936. No. 176. 

The Ministry of Agriclllture for Northern Ireland .by virtue 
and in exercise of the powers conferred on it by Section 7 (1) of 
the Agricultural Marketing (Pig Industry) Act (Northern Ireland), 
1934, and of every other power enabling it in that behalf, orders 
and it is hereby ordered as follows ;-. 

Pigs for Curing to be Graded. 
1. DE)ad pigs for curing into bacqn shall be graded as specified 

in the First Schedule to this Order by Veterinary Inspectors duly 
authorised in that behalf by the Mioistry. 

PART I. 

2. l!'or the purposes of Article 1 of this Order pigs sold alive 
for curing into baeon of the Wiltshire type of cure shall be marked 
and the carcases shall be graded in accordance with the following 
procedure :-<-

A.. 1I1ar1cing on farm of Origin. 
The producer shall at.tach with due care in such manner as 

may be directed an ear tag or ear tags (bearing a serial number) 
previously supplied to him by the curer to every live pig 
leaving the producer's premises. 

B. Grading at the Curer's Premises. 

The authorised Veterinary Inspector shall ;-

(i) gTade the carcase in accordance with the weight 
clas&es and quality grades set out in the First Schedule 
to this Order. 

(ii) ensure that a purchase and grading. statement as 
referred to in Article 4 of this Order is made out 
under his supervision by the curer, and that .the 
correct weight class and quality grade are entered 
t,hereon. This statement shan be initialled by the 
Veterinary Inspector, 
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PART II . 

. 3. For t.he purposes' of Artjcle 1 of this Order, dead pigs for 
curjng into bacon shall be marked and graded in accqrdance with 
the following proced1.1re :-

- A. Ma1'king on the farm of 01'igin. 
The producer shall :-

(i) attach in such manner as may be directed a carcase 
card previously supplied to him by the curer to every 
pig carcase leaving the producer's premi.ses consigned 
to a curer's establishment or to be delivered to a 
curer at a market or elsewhere; 

(ii) ensure that each such carcase card contains the 
following information :-

(a) a serial number; 
(b~ the name and address of the curer to whom 

the carcase is consigned or deli vered as 
aforesaid; 

(c) . the name and address of the producer ; 
(d) the date and place of delivery, together with 

any instructions as to route; 
(e) the number of carcases in 1;he consignment ;. 
(f) whether' payment is desired by cash or by 

cheque. . 

B. Marking at a Ma1'ket. 
The authorised weighmaster, where a carcase is delivered 

to a curer at a market, having weighed the carcase shall mark 
the dead weight of the carcase on the carcase card and make 
out in triplicate a numbered weigh ticket signed and dated 
by himself and containing the following particulars :-

(i) the name of the market; 
(ii) the name of the curer ; 

(iii) the naime and address of·the producer; 
(iv) ~he serial number of the .carcase card; 
(v) the dead weight of the carcase. 

. The weighn;taster shall dispose of the tlU:ee copies of the 
weigh tickeli 'as follows :-

. (1) . Copy to be handed to the producer; 
'"(2). Copy to be handed to the curer; 

(8) Copy to be retained by the weighmaster. 
The curer shall see that the curer's copy of the weigh ticket 

either 'accompanies the carcase to ·the curer's premises or is 
delivered to those prcmises without avoidable delay. 

\ 
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In the case Qf pig$ delivered or consigned direct to the curer'ti 
establishment the curer shall deliver to the producer a receipt 
showing the serial number· of each carcase· card and the dead 
weight of each carcase. . ... , ... :... ... : .. '.: ... ~::~ 

Where payment is made otherwh;,e than by post the produc.ef 
shall hand the weigh ticket OJ.' the curei·'s delivery receipt to the 
curer at the time of payment. . . . . .. . ..... : . 

C. Grading at the Curer' 8 Premises. 

The authorised Veterinary Inspector shall ;-. 
(i) grade the carcase at the premises ,of the curer in 

.. accordance with the wdght classes and grades set out 
in the First Schedule to this Order ; 

(ii) remove the carcase card immediately the qarcase has 
been split and t,he required measurements takell ; 

(iii) enter the weight class and quality gr'ade on the carcase 
card, initial it, and then pass the card on to the curer. 

. . Each carcase card shall· be retained by the C11rer for oue 
.mbnth after the gradhlg of the carcase. 

PART III. 
General. 

4: The curer shall make out a purchase and gracli.ng statement 
for all pigs or pig carcase$ delivered to him irrespective of weight 
class or quality grade showing ;-.. 

(a) the n;:Ln;Je and address of the curer ; 
(b) 

(c) 
(d) 

(e) 
(f) 

the nam~ and address of the prodU:~er ; 
date of delivery; 
the serial number of the carcase card or ear tag 
number; .. 

the qead weight ; 
weight class and quality gTade ; 

(g) price per dead cwt. aud value of Aach pig; 
eli)' 'total value of the consignment; 
(i) authorised deductions; 
(j) nett payment. 

In Hie case of statements furnished in respect of-pigs delivered 
by producers under. direct CO~ltract the cont,ract number should 
be inserted by the curer on the purchase and grading statement. 
The statement should also indicate any. carcases which should 
h8Ne been delivered in the previous month and which u;ndel' 
terms of contract are regarded as deliveries in respect of that 
mQnth. 

c 
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, In the event of a deduction being made in respect of damage 
to a carcase the nature of the damage should be indicated on the 
purchase and grading statement. A copy of the Veterinary 
Inspector's certificate as to the dama,ge should be attached to the 
statement to be sent to t1;le Ministry. One CQPy of the purchase 
and grading statement shan be delivered to the producer at the 
time payment is made one copy shall at the end of the week be 
sent to the Ministry or such other persoll as the Ministry may 
direct and one copy shall be retained by the cnrer. 

Interpretation. 

5. "Curer" ip.cludes "Curer's Agent." 
"Milristry" means the Millistry of Agriculture for Northern 

Ireland. 
"Veterina1'y hlspector" means a Veterinary Inspector of 

the Ministry of Agric'ulture for Northern, Jfeland. 
" Bapo;n" includes Rams. 

Revoca.t'ion ot Order, 
S. The Order described in the Second 'Schedule to this Order 

i.s hereby revoked as from the date of the commencement of this 
Order. 

ShOTt T·itle. 

7. This Order may be cited as the Pigs Ma~keti:ng (Grading) 
(Northern Ireland) Order, 1996. 

Oommencement. 

S. This Order shall come into operation on the first day. of 
january, 1937. 

In Witness wher~f the Official Seal of, the Milristry of 
Agriculture, Northern Ireland, is hereunto affixed this 
thirty-first day of December, nineteen hundred and 
thirty-six. 

l (L.S.) J. Taylor, 
Assistant Secretary. 
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FIRST SCHEDULE. 

DEAD WEIGHT CLASSES AND QUALITY GRADES. 

PART!. 

Quality Gl'jl,des. 
Dead Weight Classes. 

1. 2. 3. 

I. Under 1 cwt. 0 qr. 21 lb. Maximum Maximum 
back fat back fat 

1 3/16 ins. I 7/16 ins. 

II. 1 cwt. 0 qr. 21 lb. to Maximum Maximum 
All other pigs 

1 cwt. 2_qr. 3 lb. shoulder fat shoulder fat sui table for 
2 ins. 2t ins. 

Bacon. 
Maximum Maximum 

loin fat loin fat 
1 3/16 ins. 1 7/16 ins. 

PART II. 

- - Quality Grades. 

Dead 'Weight Classes. 
(Mi'oximum thickness of back fat at shoulder.) 

A. B. C. U.L. U.F. 
-

III. 1 Clwt. 2 qr. 4 lb. to From From From 
1 cwt. 2 qr. 14 lb. If'to Ii" 2" to 2t" 21-" to 21" Under Over 

IV. 1 cwt. 2 qr. ] 5 lb. to From From From Grade Grade 
I cwt. 3 qr. 14 lb. It" to 2" 2~" to ~t" 2fr" to 2·Y 

A C 
V. 1. cwt. 3 gr. 151b. to From From From 

2 cwt. 0 qr. 0 lb, Ii" to 2~" 2}" to 2§~1I 2~.'i to 2!,' measure- mea·sure-

VI. 2 cwt. 0 qr. lIb. to From From I From ments. ments. 
2 cwt. 0 qr. 14 lb. ] tN to 2i" 23;" to 2t" 2!1;" to 2t" 

PARlr III. 

(1) Grading for Pan !.. 
. Qttality Grade8 : 

(a) If the measurement at the centre of the back qualifies for it particular grade 
and one of the othermeasurements.also qualifies f01' that grade, the pig shall be 
accepted for the grade for which the back fat measurement qualifies. 

(b) Every pig shall be graded and every pig when graded shall be deemed to 
be within the highest grade applicable to its measurements. No pig whose back 
fat is less than it inch shall be eligible for grade] 01'2. . 

(0) No pig which after slaughter is certified by the authorised Veterinary 
Inspector as unsuitable for the manufacture of "\ViItl'\hire bacon for one or more 
of the following reasons :_ r 

(il has not firm white ~at, or -
(ii) shows fishy flavour or seedy cut, or 

(iii") was not castrated within 12 weeks after birth, or 
. (iv) is a rig pig, sow Or pregnant pig,or 

(v) is a female pig that is not a maiden gilt, or 
(vi) is: an emaciated or " screw" pig, 

shall be eligible for Grades 1.2 or 3 : 



30 AGRICULTURAL MARKETING 

Provided that, if the authorised Veterinary Inspector has any doubt whether 
any pig should be certified as ineligible for Grade 1, 2 or 3 by reason of any of the 
above defects, he may delay his decision for not more than fourteen days and 
require the curer to identify and put into cure the carcase of such pig or any part 
thereof and the curer shall upon demand exhibit any hacon produced from such 
pig for inspection and final decision by any authorised Veterinary Inspector or 
other authorised officer of the Ministry at any reasonable time within fourteen 
days of slaughter. 

The curer shall. further penuit any authorised Veterinary Inspector or other 
authorised officer of the Ministry to take samples from such carcases or any bacon 
produced therefrom for chemical or other analysis. ' 

(l1'acle ]{ eastwements : 

\a) All measurements shall be, taken with the standard pattern gauges author­
ised by the Ministry. All measurements shall be taken on the'dressed carcase of 
the pig after splitting. 

(b) If any doubt or dispute shall arise as regards any measurement taken 
before the animal heat has departed it shall be retaken not less than one hour 
and not later than noon on the day following slaughter. 

(e) The shoulder fat measurement shall be taken at the fattest, point of the 
shoulder. The back fat measurement shall be taken in the middle of the back 
above the point of the loin stea.&:. The loin fat measurement shall be taken at the 
point in the back immediately above the commencement of the tail bone. 

Weighing oj Pig Oarcases: 

(a) The expression" dead weight" means the weight taken at least one hour 
after slaughter of the dressed carcase including the head with tongue, kidneys, 
tender-loins, flock or flare, tail, backbone and feet. 

(b) All pig carcases shall be weighed before noon on the day follOwing slaughter, 
but if any pig carcase is weighed within one hOllr from slaughter the scale for 
shrinkage from hot to dead weight shall be :- ' 

Hot Weight. ,SMin7ca.ge. 

Under 1 cwt. 1 qr. 3 lb. 
From 1 cwt. 1 qr. 3 lb. to 1 cwt. 2 qr. 7 lb. 
From 1 cwt. 2 qr. 8 lb. to 1 cwt. 3 qr. 7 lb. 
Over 1 cwt. 3 qr. 7 lb. .. 

SIb. 
4 lb. 
5 lb. 
6 lb. 

(e) The dead weight of each pig carcase shall be certifie(i by the authorised 
Veterinary Inspector. In certifying such dead weight tho authorised Veterinary 
Inspector shall be satisfied that the pig carcase has not been subjected to un­
necessa)."Y ·dessication. 

Grade Measurements : 

All measurements shall be taken to the nearest ~th of an inoh by means of an 
instrument approved by the Ministry. The range of shoulder fat measurements 
shall be incliIsive in all cases. 

IV eights .for Grad·ing: 

. For grading purposes the dead weight of the pig Shall be deemed to be the dead 
weight marked on the carcase card attached to the carcase by any authorised 
weighmaster of a Market Authority. In the case of pigs going direct to a curer's 
store, or insufficiently mitrKed, the curer shall be responsible for marking the dead 
weight, and weight class on the carcase card. 

Provided that if the authorised Veterinary Inspector is in any doubt about the 
COlToctness of the dead weight or weight class marked on the carcase or the caroase 
card, he shall check the dead weight of the carcase. 

Ungraded Pigs: 

(0) All dead pigs sold and delivered as dead pig carcases which weight more 
than 2 ewt. 0 qr. 14 lb.; . 
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(b) Wholly or mainly 'blaok pigs, boars, rigs or stags and sllokedsows ; pigs 
visibly diagnosable as diseased before despatch by the producer and subsequently 
oondemned ; emaoiated or screw pigs, smelling pigs with definite indications of 
putref;tction, pig carcases badly abused or damage~ before being handed over by 
the producer to the ourer. . 

SECOND ~CHFJDULE. 

'ORDER REVOKED. 

Statutory Rules and 
Orders No. Date. Short Title. 

] 53. 21st December,ljl35. The Pigs' Marketing (Grading) 
(Northern Ireland) Order,. 
1935 •. 

. Pig Industry,: Pig Industry- Council. 
THE PIG INDUSTRY COUNQIL (ELECTION OF MEMBERS) REGULA.., 

TIONS (NORTHERN IRELAND), 1936, PATED 'rHE 1ST DAY OF 
APRIL, 1936, MADE BY THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE FOR 
NORTHERN IRELAND UNDER SECTION TWELVE OF THE 
AGRICULTURAL MARKETING (PIG INDUSTRY) ACT (NOB!l'HERN 
~RELAND), 1934 (25 GEO. 5, CH.· 3). 

1936. No. 31. 

WHEREAS by section ,four of the Agricultural Marketing (Pig 
Industry) Act (Northern Ireland), 1934, (hereinafter referred to 
as "the Act") it is provided inte1' alia that the Pig Industry 
Council for Northern Ireland (hereinafter referred to as "the 
Council") shall consist of the following persons:-:-

Three members appointed by the Minister of Agriculture, 
of whom such one as the said Minister may designate shall be 
Chairman of the Council ; 

Three members appoint~d or elected as follows .:-:-
(a) If a bacon marketing scheme is, in force, appointed 

by the bacon marketing board to represent licensed 
bacon-cUrers; . 

(b) If no bacon marketing scheme is ill. force, elected, 
in accordance with the prescribed regulations, by 
licensed bacon~curers; ... . 

Three members appointed or elected as follows :...,.....: 
(a) If a pigs marketing scheme is in force, appointed' 

by the pigs marketing board to represent. 'pig 
producers; 

(b) If no pigs marketing scheme is in force, elected, 
in accordance with the prescribed regulations, by 
pig producers; 
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. 4.n,d whereas the Minister of Agriculture for No;thern Irelano. 
has ordered and determined that the members of the Council 
appointed by the Bacon Marketing' Board and by the Pigs 
Marketing Board on the 31st December, 1934, and the 15th 
January, 1935, respectively, shall hold office until the 31st day 
of May, 1936, but shall be eli~ible for re-appointment : 

And whereas the Bacon Marketing Scheme (Northern Ireland), 
1933, ceased to have effect on the 30th day of September, 1935, 
and no bacon marketing scheme is now in force: 

, And whereas it is provided py section twelve of the Act that 
the Ministry of Agriculture (hereinafter referred to as "the 
Ministry") may make regulations prescribing anything which 
is to be prescribed : 

Now,therefore, the Ministry, in exercise of the powers con­
ferred upon it by the said section of the Act, and of every other 
power enabling it in that behalf, hereby makes the following 
regulations for the election of members to the Council by licensed 
bacon-curers, that is to say:-

Short Title and Interpretation. 
1. These Regulations may be cited as the Pig Industry Coun.cil 

(ElectiOn of Members) Regulations (Northern Ireland), 1936. 

2. The Interpretation Act, 1889 (a), as applied to Northern 
Ireland by the Interpretation Act, 1921 (b), shall apply for the 
purpose of the interpretation of these Regulat~ons, as it applies 
for the purpose of the interpretation of an Act of Parliament. 

Eleotion of Membe1's by Lioensed Baoon-Ourers. 
3.-(1) The members of ~he Council elected by licensed bacon­

curers shall be elected. by bacon-curers licensed" as at the first 
day of January in the year in which an election is to be held. 
For the purpose of each election the Ministry shall.allot to each 
such licensed bacon-curer a number of votes equivalent to the 
number of pigs put into cure by s~ch bacon-curer during the 
twelve months ending 31st December preceding the year in 
which the election is to be held. . 

(2) Any question relating to the number of votes to which 
a licensed bacon-curer is entitled shall be determined by the 
Ministry and such determination shall be final. . 

(3) A voter shall vote for not more candidates for election 
thau there are vacancies to be filled and shall give to each candi­
date for whom he votes the number of votes which has been 
allotted to him by the Ministry. . 

(a) 52-3 V., o. 63, (b) 12 Gao. V .. c. 4 (N:I.) 
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Biennial Elections .. 

4.-(1) An election of members of the Council by licensed 
bacon-curers shall be held in the year 1936, and in every second 
calenal1r year thereafter. . 

. (2) Ev~ty election· of members by_ licensed. bacon-curers held 
in pursuance of paragraph (1) of this Article shall be held ~lOt later 
thant'hethitty-first'day of May, and thE) lELst day for the receipt 
ofnQmmatio;fis shall be such day as shall be appointed by the 
Mi!ristry for the purpose. The other proceedIngs ili connectjmi 
with the election shall be taken not later than the' times 
mentioned in the First Schedule to these Regulations •. 

Elections to fill casual vacancies. 

5. In the event of a casual vacancy for a·member of the Council 
elected by licensed baco;L1.-curers occurring by death, resignation 
or otherwise, the vacancy shall be filled in the following manner :~ 

Not more than ten days after notice hl writing qf the 
vacancy shall have been given to the Ministry by the Secretary 
of the Council, the Ministry shall proceed to hold, an election 
to fill the v~cancy a~ld shall appoint a day as the last day 

, for the receipt of nominations. ,The other proceedings in . 
cOnhection with the filling of' the vaca;ncy shall be'ta¥en. 
hot later than the times mentioned ili the First Schedule 

_ to these Regulatic:>lls. 

Arrangeme1its tor -Election of M emhers by Lioensed 
, Bacon-Gurers. 

6. The Ministry shall, not later than the last day fol' the 
gi:,,-=ing of notice of the holding of an election, give public notice 
that an election is about to be held, and s~ch notice shall include 
a statement of the day appointed as the last day for the receipt 
of nominations, the number Of vacancies to be filled, and the 
manner In which n.o:Qiination papers may be obtained. 

, 7. 'Each 'candidate for election. shall be nominated in wi'iting, 
ahd the nomination. paper 'shall be in the form prescrib!3d in. the 
Second Schedule to these Regulations, or in ,a form to the like 
e~:¢ct. ,,'~Jie nominati,on paper, which shall be s}g~ed by two 
,pel'sons as . proposer and seconder, and .by at least eigb,t other 
persons as a§!senting to the nomination, shall be sen.t by registered 
post t6 the Secretary, Ministry of Agricrilltw.e, Stormon,t, Belfast, 
so as to arrive not later than the day appointed as the last day 
for., the receipt Of nominations. The proposer andsecond6r, 
aijd tne asse;iit6rs to the nomination of a- candidate for eleotion 
shall be licensed bac,on-curers.' 
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8.-(1) As soon as possible after the day appointed as the 
last day for the receipt of nominations, the Ministry shall publish 
the names' and addresses or the candidates ·who have been duly 
nominatt;ld, together with a statement of the last day for· the 
withdrawal of candidates and of the manner in which . such' 
wjthdra:v-~l may be made. . 

(2)' Any candidate may withdraw his candidature by sending. 
by. J;egistered post to the Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture; 
Stormont, Belfast, not later than the day appointed as tl;:t~ 
last day for the withdrawal of candidates, a notice in writing 'of 
s1;1oh withdrawal signed by him. 

9. If the. number of candidates who receive valid nominations· 
for election, and who do not withdraw their candidature under 
Article eight of these Regulations, is, in any caSe, equal to, or 
less than, the number of persons to be elected,' such candidate 
or. c~p.didates . shall be dec~ared to be elected.. . 

. 10~-(l) If, the' number of candidates: who re.ceive v:alid 
nominations for election, and who do not withdraw their candi­
dature under Article eight of these Regulations, exceeds the 
nnmber of. per-sons to be elected, an election shall be held by post 
in accordance with the provisions of these Regulatiohs, .' 

-(2) Where an election is required to be held under paragraph 
(1) of this Article, the Ministry shall, not later than the last day 
for the issue of voting papers, caUSe a voting paper' to be sent 
to every person entitled to vote at the election, and every voting 
paper shall contain a statement of the number of votes to which. 
the voter is entitled and of the last day for the receipt of voting 
pape:rs. 

(3) Only. such of the said voting papers as are properly com­
pleted and as reach the Ministry on or before the last day for the 
receipt of voting papers shall be taken into account for the 
putpose:'of the election. 

(4) The ca;n.didate, or where more than one vacancy is to be 
filled, the candidates, to whom is given the highest number of 
votes· shall be declared elected. 

(5) If an equality of votes is found to. exist between any 
candidates, and the addition of a vote would entitle any of such 
candidates to be declared elected, the Ministry shall, in the 
presence of the candidates or of persons (if any) nominated by 
thc;lm for the purpose, determi;n.e· by lot which of the candidates 
wh~se votes are equal s~all ~e elected. '. .... ... .. 

In Witness where<;>f the' Official. Seal of the· MiPlstry of· 
. Agriculture for. Northern Ireland is hereunto affixed" 

. ": . -this first day of: April, Nineteen hundred and thirty-six, . 
- in -the presence of .' . 

(L,S~).~·:: _.- .--.. ' . ..... . ' .. : -: .[. Taylor; - .: 
.. : .. - -- --. --.. - .... --... -" --- .. Assista;nt "Secretary~ '. 
~ .... -.' . . . .. .. -', '. . . '" - .. - ' .. 

.' '., 



Pig Industry: Pig Industry CoUncil 35 

FIRST SCHEDULE. 

Time4 for Proceeding8 at Elections of Member8 of the' Pig Industry Oouncil fot 
Northern Ireland by Licensed Bacon-Ourers. 

Proceeding. 

1. Last day for the giving of 
Notice· of an Elt;ction. 

2. Last day for withdrawal of 
candidates. 

3. Last day for the issue of 
voting papers. 

4. Last day for .the receipt of 
voting papers. 

Time. 

Fourtee:n clear days before the day appointed 
. as the fast day for the receipt of nominations" 

Four clear days after the day appointed as the 
last day for the receipt of nominations. 

Ten clear days after the day appointed as the 
last day f()r the receipt of nominations. 

Sev~ntee~ clear days after the day appointed . 
aEj the last day for the receipt of nominations. 

NOTE.-If any of the dates in the above Table falls on a Sunday, a Bank 
Holiday or other Public Holiday, the reference to it shall be construed as a:. 
reference to the following .day. 



SECOND SCHEDULE. 

AmiI(lULTURAL MARKETING (pIG INDUSTRY) ACT (NORTHERN IRELA.c'ID), 1934. 
THE PIG INDUSTRY COUNCIL (ELECTION OF MEMBERS) REGULATIONS (NORTE;ERN IRELAND), 1936. 

Form of Nomination Paper for Oandidates fOr Election to the Pig Industry Oouncil for N01,thern'Ireland by Licensed Bacon-Ourer's. 

Name of Candidate. Full Postal Address of Candidat~. 

We, the undersigned, being Licensed Bacon-Curers, hereby nominate the above-mentioned person as a candidate for election as a member of 
the Pig Industry Council for Northern Jreland. , ' , 

Date, ........................................................... . 

NamE! in full (in ink). Address in full (in ink). As 

Proposer. 

Seconder. 

Assentor. 

" 

" 
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