
ANNO QUINQUAGESIMO SECUNDO

GEORGII III. REGIS.
PR

CAP. CLV.
An Act to repeal certain Acts, and amend other
, Acts relating to Religious Worfhip and Affemblies,

and Perfons teaching or preaching therein.
[2oth Fuly 1812.]

HEREAS it is expedient that certain Aéts of Parliament, made

W in the Reign of His late Majefty King Charles the Second,

relating to Non-conformifts and Conventicles, and refufing to

take Oaths, fhould be repealed, and that the Laws relating to certain

Congregations and Affemblies for Religious Worfhip, and Perfons teach.

ing, preaching, or officiating therein, and reforting thereto, fhould be

amended ; be it therefore enaéted by the King’s moft Excellent Majetty,
by and with the Advicd and Confent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal,
and Commons, in this prefent Parliament affembled, and by the Autho-
rity of the fame, ‘hat from and after the pafling of this Act, an Act of

Parliament made in the Seffion of Parliament held in the ‘Thirteenth and

Fourteenth Years of His late Majefty King Charles the Second, intituled

An AG for preventing the Mifchiefs and Dangers that may arife by

certain Perfons called Quakers, and others, refufing to take lawful Oaths;
and another Aét of Parliament, made in the Seventeenth Year of the

Reign of His late Majefty King Charles the Second, intituled dn AG for
refiraining Non-conformi/ts from inhabiting in Corporations5

and another A&
of Parliament, made in the T'wenty-fecond Year of the Reign of the late

King Charles the Second, intituled An Adt to prevent andfupprefs[editious
Conventicles ;

{hall be and the fame are hereby repealed.

And be it further enacted, That from and after the paffing of this
Act no Congregation or Aflembly for Religious Worfhip of Proteftants

{at which there {hall be prefent more than Twenty Perfons befidcs the

immediate Family and Servants of the Perfon in whofe Houfe or upon
161 whole

13 &14Car.2.
cI,

17 Car. 2.¢.2.

22Car.2.€.1.
repealed.
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whofe Premifes fuch Meeting, Congregation, or Affembly fhall be had)
fhall be permitted or allowed, unlefs and until the Place of fuch Meet-

ing, if the fame fhall not have been duly certified and regiftered under

any former Act or Aéts ofParliament relating to regiftering Places of Res.

ligiousWorfhip, fhall have been or fhall be certified to the Bifhop of the

Diocefe, or to the Archdeacon of the Archdeaconry, or to the Juftices of
the Peace at the General or Quarter Seflions of the Peace for the County,
Riding, Divifion, City, Town, or Place in which fuch Meeting fhall be

held ; andall Places of Meeting which thall be {o certified to the Bifhop’s
or Archdeacon’s Court, fhall be returned by fuch Court once in each

Year to the Quarter Seffions of the County, Riding, Divifion, City,
Town, or Place; and all Places of Meeting which fhall be fo certified to
the Quarter Seffions of the Peace fhall be alfo returned once in each Year
to the Bifhop ar Archdeacon ; and all fuch Places hall be regiftered inthe
{aid Bifhop’s or Archdeacon’s Court refpettively, and recorded at the faid
General or Quarter Seffions; the Regiftrar or Clerk of the Peace whereof

refpectively is hereby required to regifter and record the fame; and the

Bifhop or Regiftrar or Clerk of the Peace to whom any fuch Place of
Meeting fhall be certified under this A& fhall give a Certificate thereof
to fuch Perfon or Perfons as fhall requeft or demand the fame, for which
there hall be no greater Fee nor Reward taken than T'wo Shillings and

Sixpence; and every Perfon who fhall knowingly permit or fuffer any
fuch Congregation or Affembly as-aforefaid to meet in any Place occupied.

by him, until the fame fhall have been fo certified as aforefaid, fhall forfeit*
for every Time any fuch Congregation or Affembly fhall meet contrary to
the Provifions of this A@, a Sum not exceeding Twenty Pounds, nor lefs
than Twenty Shillings, at the Difcretion of the Juftices who fhall convi
for fuch Offence.

III. Provided always, and be it further enafted, That every Perfon who
fhall teach or preach in any Congregation or Affembly as aforefaid, in any
Place, without the Confent of the Occupier thereof, fhall forfeit for every
fuch Offence any Sum not exceeding Thirty Pounds, nor lefs than For

shillings,
at the Difcretion of the Juftices who fhall convict for fuch Of-

ence.

IV. And be it further enatted, That from and after the pafling-of this
A& every Perfon who fhall teach or preach at, or officiate in, or {hall
refort to any Congregation or Congregations, Affembly or Affemblies for

Religious Worthip of Proteftants, whofe Place of Meeting {hall be duly
certified according to the Provifions of this A&t, or any other A&t or Acts
of Parliament relating to the certifying and regiftering of Places of Reli-
gious Worthip, fhall be exempt from all fuch Pains and Penalties under

any At or Aéts cf Parliament relating to Religious Worfhip, as any
Perfon who fhall have taken the Oaths, and made the Declaration pre«
{cribed by or mentioned in an A&t, made in the Virft Year of the Reign
of King William and Queen Mary, intituled An AG for exempting their

Majefties Proteftant Subjects difenting from the Church ofEngland, from the

Penalties of certain Laws, or any Act amending the faid AQ, is by Law
exempt, as fully and effeCtually as if all fuch Pains and Penalties, and
the feveral Aats enforcing the fame, were recited in this AG, and fuch

Exemptions as aforefaid were feverally and feparately enated in relation

thereto. V. Provided
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- V. Provided always, and be it further ena@ted, That every Perfon not
having taken the Oaths, and fubfcribed the Declaration herein-after fpe-
cified, who fhall preach or teach at any VPlace of Religious Worthip
certified in purfuance of the Directions of this AG, fhall, when thereto
required by any one Jultice of the Peace, by any Writing under his
Hand or figned by him, take and make and fub(cribe, in the Prefence of
fuch Juftice of the Peace. the Oaths and Declaration fpecified and
contained in an Act, paffed in the Nineteenth Year of the Reign of His
Majefty King George the Third, intituled An Ad for the further Relief of
Proteflant Diffenting Minijters and Schoolmafters; and no fuch Perfon who,
upon being to required to take fuch Oaths and make fuch Declaration as
aforefaid, thall refule to attend the Juftice requiring the fame, or to take
and make and fubfcribe fuch Oaths and Declaration as aforefaid, fhall be
thereafter permitted or allowed to teach or preach in any fuch Congrega-
tion or Aflembly for Religious Worfhip, until he fhall have taken fuch
Oaths, and made fuch Declaration as atorefaid, on Pain of forfeiting, for
every Time he fhall fo teach or preach, any Sum not exceeding Ten
Pounds nor lefs than Ten Shillings, at the Difcretion of the Juftice con-
victing for fuch Offence.

VI. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That no Perfon fhall be
required by any Jultice of the Peace to go to any greater Diftance than
Five Miles from his own Home, or from the Place where he fhall be
refiding at the lime of fuch Requifition, for the Purpofe of taking fuch
Oaths as aforefaid.

VII. And be it further enaéted, That it fhall be lawful for any of His
Majefty’s Proteftant Subjeéts to appear before any one Juftice of the
Peace, and to produce to fuch Juftice of the Peace a printed or written
Copy of the {aid Oaths and Declaration, and to require fuch Juftice to
adminifter fuch Oaths and to tender fuch Declaration to be made, taken,
and fubfcribed by fuch Perfon; and thereupon it fhall be lawful for fuch
Juftice, and he is hereby authorized and required to adminifter fuch
Oaths and to tender fuch Declaration to the Perfon requiring to take
and make and fubfcribe the fame; and fuch Perfon fhall take and make
and fubfcribe fuch Oaths and Declaration in the Prefence of fuch Jutftice
accordingly ; and fuch Juftice fhall atteft the fame to be {worn before him,
and fhall tranfmit or deliver the fame to the Clerk of the Peace for the
County, Riding, Divifion, City, Town, or Place for which he fhall
act as fuch Juitice of the Peace, before or at the next General or Quarter

pe tions
of the Peace for fuch County, Ridihg, Divifion, City, Town, or

lace.

VII. And be it further enatted, That every Juftice of the Peace before
whom any Perfon fhall make and take and fubfcribe fuch Oaths and De-
claration as aforefaid, fhall forthwith give to the Perfon having taken,
made, and fubfcribed fuch Oaths and Declaration, a Certificate thereof
under the Hand of fuch Juftice, in the Form following ; (that is to fay),
‘ 12: B. one of His Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace for the County,‘

© (Riding, Divifion, City, or Town, or Place, as the Cafe may be]
* of do hereby certify, That C. D. of, &c.
*
[deferibing the Chriftian and Surname, and Place of Abode of the Party}

LI * did

F4L 5
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did this Day appear before me, and did make and take and fubfcribe .

the feveral Oaths and Declaration fpecified in an Act, made in the Fifty-
fecond Year of the Reign of King George the Third, intituled [fet forth
the Title of this Act.) Witnels my Hand this Day of

One thoufand eight hundred andna
a~
a

&
A

A

And for the making and figning of which Certificate, where the faid

Oaths and Declaration are taken and made on the Requifition ofthe Party
taking and making the fame, fuch Juttice fhall be entitled to demand and

have a Fee of Two Shillings and Sixpence, and no more: And fuch
Certificate fhall be conclufive Evidence that the Party named therein has

made and taken the Oaths and fubfcribed the Declaration in Manner

required by this Act.

IX.. And be it further enacted, That every Perfon who thall teach or

preach in any fuch Congregation or Affembly, or Congregations or
‘Affemblies as aforefaid, who fhall employ himfelf folely in the Duties
of a Teacher or Preacher, and not follow or engage in any ‘Trade
or Bufinefs, or other Profeflion, Occupation, or Employment, for
his Livelihood, except that of a Schoolmafter, and who fhall produce a

Certificate of fome Juftice of the Peace, of his having taken and made

and fubfcribed the Oaths and Declaration aforefaid, fhall be exempt
from the Civil Services and Offices fpecified in the faid recited A&
pafled in the Firlt Year of King William and Queen Mary, and from

being ballotted to ferve and from ferving in the Militia or Local Militia
of any County, Town, Parifh, or Place in any Part of the United

Kingdom,

X. And be it further enaéted, That every Perfon who fhall produce
any falfe or untrue Certificate or Paper, as and for a true Certificate of
his having made and taken the Oaths and fubfcribed the Declarations by
this A& required for the Purpofe of claiming any Exemption from Civil or
Military Duties as aforefaid, under the Provifions of this or any other A&
or Ads of Parliament, fhall forfeit for every fuch Offence the Sum of
Fifty Pounds; which Penalty may be recovered by and to the Ufe of any
Perfon who will fue for the fame by any Action of Debt, Bill, Plaint, or
Information in any of His Majefty’s Courts of Record at We/minfer, or
the Courts of Great Seffions in Wales, or the Courts of the Counties Pa;
latineof Chefter, Lancafter, arid Durham (as the Cafe fhall require)5
wherein no Effoign, Privilege, Proteétion, or Wager of Law, or more
than One Imparlance fhall be allowed.

XI. And be it further ena¢ted, That no Meeting, Affembly, or Congre-
gation of Perfons for Religious Worfhip, fhall be had in any Place with
the Door locked, bolted, or barred, or otherwile faflened, fo as to pre-
vent any Perfons entering therein during the Time of any fuch Meeting,
Affembly, or Congregation; and the Perfon teaching or preaching at
fuch Meeting, Aifembly, or Congregation, fhall forfeit for every
Time any fuch Meeting, Affembly, or Congregation fhall be held with
the Door locked, bolted, barred, or otherwife taftened as aforefaid, any
Sum not exceeding Twenty Pounds, nor lefs than Forty Shillings, at the
Diicretion of the Juftices convicting for fuch Offence.

4 XII. And
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XIf. And be it further enatted, That if any Perfon or Perfons,éat anyTime after the paffing of this A&, do and fhall wilfully and mali-

cioufly or contemptuoufly difquict or difturb any Mecting, Affembly or
Congregation of Perfons aflembled for Religious Worfhip, permitted or
authorized by this A@, or any former AG or Aéts of Parliament, or thall
in any Way diflurb, moleft, or mifufe any Preacher, Teacher, or Perfon
officiating at fuch Mceting, Affembly, or Congregation, or any Perfon or
Perfons there affembled, fuch Perfon or Perions {0 offending, upon Proof
thereof before any Juftice of the Peace by Two or more credible Wit-
ncfles, fhall find I'wo Sureties to be bound by Recognizances in the penalSum of Vifty Pounds to anfwer for fuch Offence, and in default of fuch
Sureties fhall be committed to Prifon, there to remain till the next Ge-
neral or Quarter Seffions; and upon Conviction of the faid Offence at
the faid General or Quarter Seffions, fhall fuffer the Pain and Penalty of
Forty Pounds. .

.

XIII. Provided always, and be it further enafted, That nothing in thisA& contained fhall affe&t or be conftrued to affect the Celebration of
Divine Service according to the Rites and Ceremonies of the United Church
of England and Ireland, byMinitters of the faid Church, in any Place hitherto
ufed for fuch Purpofe, or being now or hereafter duly confecrated or li-
cenfed by any Archbifhop or Bithop or other Perfon lawfully authorized to
confecrate or licenfe the fame, or to affeét the Jurifdiation of the Arch«
bifhops or Bifhops or other Perfons exercifing lawful Authority in the
Church of -the United Kingdom over the faid Church, according to the
Rules and Difcipline of the fame, and to the Laws and Statutes of the
Realm; but fuch Jurifdiction fliall remain and continue as if this Act hadNot paffed.

XIV. Provided alfo, and be it further enacted, That nothing‘in thisA& contained fhall extend or be conftrued to extend to the Peopleufually called Quakers, nor to any Meetings or Affemblies for ReligiousWorthip held or convened by fuch Perfons ; or in any Manner to alter or
repeal or affect any Aét, other than and except the Aéts pafled in the Reignof King Charles the Second hereip-before repealed, relating to the People
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XV. And be it further ena&ed, That every Perfon guilty of any Of.
fence, for which any pecuniary Penalty or Forfeiture is impofed by thisAd, in refpect of which no fpecial Provifion is made, fhall and may beconvicted thereof by Information upon the Oath of any One or morecredible Witnefs or Witneffes before any Two or more Juttices of thePeace acting in and for the County, Riding, City, or Place whereinfuch Offence fhall be committed; and that all and every the pecuniaryPenalties or Forfeitures which fhall be incurred or become payable for anyOffence or Offences againft this A@t, fhall and may be levied by Diftrefsunder the Hand and Seal or Hands and Seals of ‘Two Juftices of thePeace for the County, Riding, City, or Place, in which any fuch Offenceor Offences was or were committed, or where the Forfeiture or Forfeitureswas or were incurred, and fhall when levied be paid One Moiety to the In-
former, and the other Moiety to the Poor of the Parith in which the Of.16K 7 _ fence
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fence was committed ; and in cafe of no fufficient Diftrefs whereby to tevy
the Penaltics, or any or either of them impofed by this A&, it thall and

_may be lawful for any fuch Juftices refpeCtively before whom the Offender
-or Offenders fhall be convicted, to commit fuch Offender to Prion for
{uch Time not exceeding Three Months, as the faid Juftices in their Dif-
-cretion fhall think fit.

‘Appeal after © XVI. And be it further enaéted, That in cafe any Perfon or Perfonswho

“Convidtion
to fhall hereafter be convicted of any of the Offences punifhable by this Act,

Gere aQuar- fhall conceive him, -her, or themfelves to be aggrieved by fuch Conviction,
"then and in every fuch Cafe it fhall and may be lawful for fuch Perfon or

Perfons refpectively, and he, fhe, or they fhall or may appeal to the Ge-
neral or Quarter Seflions of the Peace hoiden next after fuch Conviction
in and for the County, Riding, City, or Place, giving unto the Juf-
tices before whom fuch Conviétion fhall be made, Notice in Writing within

Fight Days after any fuch Conviétion, of his, her, or their Intention to

prefer fuch Appeal ; and the faid Juftices in their faid General or Quarter
Seffions fhall and may, and they are hereby authorized and empowered to

proceed to the Hearing and Determination of the Matter of fuch Appeal,
and to make fuch Order therein, and to award fuch Cofts to be paid by -

and to either Party, not exceeding Forty Shillings, as they in their Dif.
cretion fhall think fit.

Penalties ta XVII. And be it further enaéted, That no Penalty or Forfeiture thall be

bef.edfor recoverable under this Act, unlefs the fame thall be fued for, or the
and profe- Offence in refpect of which the fame is impofed is profecuted before the

Juftices of the Peace or Quarter Seflions, within Six Months after the
* Offence fhall have been committed ; and no Perfon who fhall fuffer any

Iniprifonment for Nonpayment of any Penalty fhall thereafter be ljable to

the Payment of fuch Penalty or Forfeiture.

Limitation of XVII. And be it further enacted, That if any Action or Suit fhall be

Actions, brought or commenced againft any Perfon or Perfons for any Thing done
in purfuance of this AG, that every fuch A€tion or Suit fhall be com-
menced within Three Months next after the Faét committed, and not
afterwards, and fhall be laid and brought in the County wherein the
Caufe or alleged Caufe of Adtion fhall have accrued, and not ellewhere;
and the Defendant or Defendants in fuch Action or Suit may plead the
General Iffue, and give this AG and the fpecial Matter in Evidence on

any ‘Trial to be had thereupon, and that the fame was done in purfuance
and by Authority of this Act; and if it fhall appear fo to be done, or if
any fuch Action or Suit fhall be brought after the “iime fo limited for

bringing the fame, or fhall be brought in any other County, City, or

Place, that then and in fuch Cafe the Jury fhall find for fuch Defendant or
Defendants; and upon fuch Verdi, or if the Plaintiff or Plainuffs fhall
become nonfuired, or difcontinue his, her, or their Action or Actions, or
if a Verdiét fhall pafs againft the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs, or if upon Demurrer
Judyment ‘fhall be given againft the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs, the Defendant
or Defendants fhall have and may recover/Treble Cofts, and have the ke
Remedy for the fame, as any Defendant or Defendants hath or have for
Cofts of Suitin other Cafes by Law. \

6 —“XIK. And be



52 GEORGII II. Cap.rss. 1419
XIX. And be it further enaéted, That this Aét thall be deemed and taken Public Act.

to be a Public
Aét, and

fhall be judicially taken Notice of as fuch by all
Judges, Juftices, and others, without {pecially pleading the fame.
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