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An Aé to prevent poor Perfons in Workhoufes from

embezzling certain Property provided for their
Ufe; to alter and amend fo much of an A& of
the Thirty-fixth Year of His prefent Majefty, as
reftrains Juftices of the Peace from ordering Relief
to poor Perfons in certain Cafes for a longer
Period than One Month at a Time; and for other
Purpofes therein mentioned, relating to the Poor.

[4th Fuly 1815.]
IIEREAS many Perfons, received into public Workhoufes
eftablifhed for the Relief, Maintenance, and Employment of
the Poor, pawn and difpofe of their Clothes and Apparel,

and the Goods and Chattels depofited in or belonging to fuch Work-
houfes; and poor Perfons, relieved by having Clothes and Apparel
given them by the Officers of Parifhes, frequently pawn and fell the
fame; and by the Laws now in force no Punifhment can be inflitted
on them, or on the Perfon or Perfons buying or receiving the fame
into Pawn: For Remedy whereof, May it pleafe Your Majefty that it
may be enacted ; and be it enacted by the King’s moft Excellent Majelty,
by and with the Advice and Confent of the Lords Spiritual and Tem-
poral, and Commons, in this prefent Parliament affembled, and by the

Authority of the fame, That the Property of and in all and fingular Property in

the Goods, Chattels, Furniture, Provifions, Clothes, Linen and Wear- Goods, &c.
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ing. Apparel, ools, Urenfils, Matefials, and Things whatfoever, had
and to be had, bought, procured or provided for the Ufe of the Poor
of any Parifh or Parithes, Townthip or Townfhips, Hamlet or Hamlets,
Place or Places, fhall be and the fame is hereby vefted in the Over-
feers of the Poor of fuch Parifh or Parifhes, Townthip. or Townhhips,
Hamlet or Hamlets, Place or Places for the Time being, and their Suc-
ceffors in Office, for the Purpofes of this A&t, who are hereby empowered
to bring, or caufe to be brought, any Action or Actions, or to prefer or
order the preferring of any Bill or Bills of Indictment againft any Perfon
er Perfons who fhall fteal, take, or carry away, or buy or receive any
fuch Goods, Chattels, Provifions, Clothes, Linen, Furniture, Wearing
Apparel, Tools, Utenfils, Materials, or Things whatfoever as aforefaid, or
any Part thereof; and in every fuch Ation and Indiétment the faid Goods,
Chattels, Provifions, Clothes, Linen, Wearing Apparel, Tools, Utenfils,

- », Materials, and Things, fhall be laid or deferibed to be the Property of the.
civ: Owerieers of the Poor for the Time being of fuch Parifh or Parithes,
Townthip or Townthips, Hamlet or Hamlets, Place or Places, without

Not to repeal
Provifions in
local A@s.

..

flating or fpecifying the Name or Names of all or any of fuch Overfeers:
Provided always, That nothing herein contained fhall extend to repeal
any of the Provifions contained in any A& or Adts of Parliament, whereby
the Property of and in any fuch Goods, Chattels, Furniture, Provifions,
Clothes, Linen, Wearing Apparel, Tools, Utenfils, Materials, and Things,

or may be velted in any other Perfon or Perfons jointly with, or inde-
.

pendent of the Overfeers of the Poor of any Parifh or Parishes, Township

ParifiOfficers
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or Townthips, Hamlet or Hamlets, Place or Places.
4 .

:

, IL. And be it further enacted, That the Overfeers of the Poor, or other
Perfon or Perfons who may be appointed for the ordering, regulating,
managing, or providing for the Poor of any Parifh or Parifhes, ‘Township
gx ‘Vownthips, Hamlet or Hamlets, Place or Places, jointly with or inde-
pendent of fuch Overfeers of the Poor, thall or may, and they are hereby
authorized and empowered to caule all fuch Goods, Chattels, Furniture,
Clothes, Linen, Wearing Apparel, Tools, Utenfils, Materials, and Things,
capable of being marked, and fram Time to Time belonging to fuch Over-
feers, or other Perfon or Perfons, to be marked, ftamped, or branded with
the Word ‘* Workhoufe,” and fuch other Mark or Marks as they fhall
think proper for identifying the Parifh or Parifhes, Townfhip or ‘Town-
fhips, Hamlet or Hamlets, Place or Places, by which the fame fhall
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have been provided: And if any Pawnbroker or other Perfon or Per-
fons, fhall knowingly take in Pawn, buy, exchange or receive any
Goods, Chattels, Furniture, Clothes, Linen, Wearing Apparel, Tools,
Utenfils, Materials and ‘Things, provided for the Ufe of any of the
Poor who are or fhall be received into the Workhoufe of any Parith
grt Parithes, ownthip or Townthips, Hamlet or Hamlets, Place or
Places, or to whom the fame fhall have been given by the Overfeers of
the Poor, or other fuch Perfon or Perfons as aforelaid appointed as afore-
faid, of or for any fuch Parith or Parifhes, Townfhip or ‘fownthips, Ham
let or Elamalets, Place or Places, or any of them, or any of the Goods or
Materials carried-into any fuchWorkhoufe or Workhoufes, to be wrought
yp, manufactured or ufed ky the Poor there, or any éf the Goods or
Furniture. of fuch Workhoule or Workhoufes; or fhall receive or buy
any of the Provifions. ablated to ax provided for the Poor of fuch
tee 16 Workhoufe
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WerkhoufeorWorkhoufes, or fhall be aiding or affifting thereiti; ofif or defacing’
any Perfon or Perfons fhall caufe fach Mark or Stamp, Marks or Stamps; Marks.’ vn
as aforefaid, to be obliterated or defaced, every Perfon fo

offending
renee

fhall forfeit for every. fuch Offence any Sum not exceeding the Sum o
Five Pounds, nor lefs than One Pound, upon Conviétion thereof, either
by:the Confeffion of fuch Perfon or Perfons, or by the Oath of Oneof
more credible Witnefs or Witneffes, before any One or more of His
Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace of the County, City, Towh, Riding, or
Divifion wherein the Offence or Offences fhall be committed; One Moietyofwhich faid Penalty fhall go to the Informer or Informers, and the other

Moiety fhall go and be paid to the Overfeers of the Poor of the Parith or
Parithes, Townfhip or Yownfhips, Hamlet or Hamlets, Place or Places
to which fuch Articles or Things may belong, for the Ufe of the Poor of
fuch Parifh or Parifhes, ‘Townfhip or Townthips, Hamlet or Hamlets,
Place or Places; and in cafe any Perfon or Perfons who fhall be con- On Non-
victed as aforefaid, fhall not pay fuch Penalty or Penalties upon Convic-

ayment Ortion, then and in fuch Cafe fuch Juftice or Juftices of the Peace fhall poy to he
and may and is and are hereby required to commit fuch Offender or committed. |Offenders to the Common Gaol or Houfe of Correétion, there to ree 9

main without Bail or Mainprize for any Space of Time not exceedin
Two Calendar Months; and if any Perfon or Perfons fhall defert or Perfons ab-
run away from any Workhoufe or Workhoufes, and carry away with

Konding withhim, her, or them, any Clothes, Linen, or other Goods or ‘Things as afore
Property, tofaid, fuch Perfon or Perfons being thereof lawfully convicted either by pecommitted.

the Confeffion of fuch Party or Parties, or by the Oath or Oaths of One
or more credible Witnefs or Witnefles, before any Juftice or Juftices of
the Peace, fhall by fuch Juftice or Juftices of the Peace be forthwith
committed to the Common Gaol or Houfe of Correétion, there to °

remain without Bail or Mainprize for the Space of Three Calendar Mark or :

Months; and in all Cafes fuch Mark, Stamp, or Brand, on any fuch Stamp on
Articles or Things as aforefaid (being duly authenticated) fhall be con-

Articles
to

befidered and taken to be fufficient Evidence, without further Proof, of the 4)” Right ofRight of Property in fuch Overfeers or other Perfon or Perfons ap-8 perty P- Property,
pointed as aforefaid, as the Cafe may be: Provided always, that fuch Mark not to
Mark or Stamp as aforefaid fhall not at any Time be placed on any be put on the
Articles of Wearing Apparel fo as to be publicly vifible on the Exterior

Guilige ofof the fame. .

. parel.
BoP

~II. And whereas by an A& paffed in the Thirty-fixth Year of the =

Reign of His prefent Majefty, intituled 4n AG to amend Jo much of an 36G.3.¢.23.
Act made in the Ninth Year of the Reign of King George the Firft, inti-
tuled ‘ An A&tfor amending the Laws relating to the Settlement, Emplhoy-
© ment, and Reliefof the Pocr, as prevents the diffributing occafional Re-
lief topoor Perfons in their own Houfes, under certain Circumftances and in
certain Cafes; Juftices of the Peace are authorized and empowered to
direct and order Colleftion and Relief to induftrious poor Perfons at
their Homes, in any Parifh, Town, Townfhip, or Place, notwithftand-
ing any Contract fhall have been entered into or made with any Perfon
or Perfons for lodging, keeping, maintaining, and employing any and
all poor Perfons there, in a Houfe or Houfes for fuch Purpofe hired or
purchafed, provided that fuch Order fhould be given for and remain in
force for a ‘Time not to exceed One Month from the Date of fuch Order,

but



1196 ss°GEORGII III. Cap.137.
but that any Two Juftices might make any further Order for the fame or
a like Purpofe, for any further Time not exceeding One Month, and fo
on from Time to Time as the Occafion fhould require: And whereas it
is expedient that Juftices fhould be empowered to order Relief to be paid
to poor Perfons, in the Cafes mentioned’ in the faid A&t, for longer
Periods than One Month at a Time; be it therefore enacted by the Au-

The Timefor thority aforefaid, That from and after the pafling of this AG it fhall and

which Juf- may be lawful to and for any Juftice or Juftices of the Peace, in the Cafes

onde TR f and in the Manner mentioned in the faid A&, to direct and order Col-

to poor Pere
leGtion and Relief to be paid to any poor Perfon or Perfons, at his, her,

fons at their or their Home or Homes, Houfe or Houfes, during fuch Time or Times
own Homes as to fuch Juftice or Juftices may feem proper, not exceeding ‘Three
extended. Months from the Date of fuch Order: Provided alfo, that it fhall and

may be lawful for any Two fuch Juftices as aforefaid, to make any further
Order for the fame or the like Purpofe, for any further Time not exceeding
Six Months from the Date of fuch Order, and fo on from Time to ‘lime
as the Occafion fhall require; fuch Juftice or Juftices firlt adminiftering
an Oath as to the Need and Caufe of fuch Relief, in each of the above

Cafes, and thereupon fummoning the Overfeer or Overfeers of the Poor
of the Paiifh, Town, Townfhip, or Place, to be charged with fuch Re-
lief, to fhew caufe why fuch poor Perfon or Perfons fhould not receive
fuch Relief in manner as by Law provided, in Cafes where no Contract

Juftices for lodging, keeping, and maintaining the Poor fhall have been made ; and
making fuch jn cafe it fhall afterwards appear to the Juftice or Juflices making fuch

Orders
may Order, that the Payment of fuch Collection or Relief to any fuch Perfon
the . .

Payment of OF Perfons as aforefaid ought to be difcontinued before the Expiration of
Relief to be the Time for which any fuch Order or Orders fhall have been made, fuch
difcontinued. Juftice or Juftices fhall and may order fuch Relief to be difcontinued, and

from thenceforth the Perfon or Perfons for whom and on whofe account
fuch Order fhall have been made, {hall not be entitled to afk or receive
the fame.

Limitation of IV. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That the Sum or Sums
Allowancesin of Money which any fuch Juftice or Juftices fhall or may order to be
certain Cales,

paid to any fuch poor Perfon or Perfons, for any longer Space or Period
of Time than One Month, fhall not exceed for each fuch poor Perfon
the Sum of Three Shillings per Week, or Three-fourths of the Average
weekly Expence which fhall be ufually borne or paid by the Parifh or

Place on which fuch Order fhall be made for the Maintenance of each

poor Perfon, in any Workhoufe or Workhoufes in which poor Perfons of

or
belonging to fuch Parifh or Place fhall be ufually maintained and em-

ployed.

Perfons V. And whereas Perfons maintained in Public Workhoufes fometimes

guilty ofMif- refufe to work, or are guilty of Drunkennefs, and other Mifbehaviour,

ie and by the Laws in being no fufficient Punifhment is provided for fuch

may be com. Offences; be it therefore enacted, That in cafe any Perfon or Perfons,
mitted. maintained in any Public Workhoufe or Workhoules eftablifhed for the

Relief, Maintenance, and Employment of the Poor, fhall refufe to work at

any Work, Occupation, or Employment, fuited to his, her, or their Age,
Strength, and Capacity, or fhall be guilty of Drunkennefs or other Mif-
behaviour, every fuch Perfon or Perfons, being thereof lawfully convicted

*1o before
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‘before any Juftice or Jufticesof the Peace, ‘hall thereupon by fucl Jiftiée
or Jufticesof the Peace be committedto’ the Common Gaol of Houfe ‘of
“Corredtion, there to remain without Bail ‘or Mainprize for any Period of
Time not exceeding Twenty-one Days, and’ during fuch Time to be

kept
to hard Laboure
~ “VI. And be itfurther enacted, That from and after the Twenty-fifth Day
of March next after the paffing of ‘this A@, no Churchwardeh or Over-
feer of the Poor, or other Perfonor Perfons in whofe Hands the Col-
‘leGtion of the Rates: for the Relief of the Poor, or the providing’ for,
‘ordering,’ Management, Controul, or DireGtion of the Poor of any Parith
‘or Parifhes, ‘Townfhip or .Townthips, Hamilet or Hamlets, Place or Places,hall’ or may be placed’ jointly with or independent of fuch Church-
wardens and Overfeets,-or any of them, under or by virtue of any A@or Aéts of Parliament, fhall, either in’his own Name, or in the Nume of
atiy other Perfon or Perfons, provide, furnifh, or fupply’for his or thelr
own. Profit, any Goods, Materials, or Provifiors, for the Ufée of aity
Workhoufe or Workhoufes, or otherwife, for the Sapport and Mainte-
nance “of the Poor, ‘in any Parith or Parifhes, Townthip or Townthips,
“Hamlet or Hamlets, Place or Places, for which he or they fhall be

jappointed as fuch, during the Time which he or they fhall retain fuch
‘Appointment, nor fhall'be concerned, directly or indireétly, in furnifting
or fupplying the fame, or in any Contract or Contracts relating thereto,
‘under Pain of forfeiting the Sum of One hundred Pounds, with full
Cofts of Suit, to any Perfon or Perfons who fhall fue for the fame by
Action: of Debt, or on the Cafe, in any of His Majefty’s Courts of

|

Record at Wefiminfler, in which Aétion or Aétions no Effoign, Pro-
tection, Wager of Law, or more than one Imparlance.fhall be. allowed:
Provided neverthelefs, that if it fhall happen in any Parith or Parithes,
Townthip or ‘Townfhips, Hamlet or Hamlets, Place or Places, that'‘a
-Perfon or Perfons competent and willing to undertake the Supply ofanyof the Articles or Things required’ for fuch’ Workhoufe or Workhoufes,
‘or for the Ufe of the Poor there, cannot be found’ within a convenient
‘Diftance therefrom, other than and except fome or.One of the Church.
‘wardens and Overfeers of the Poor, or. other Petfon or Perfons havin
the ordering, managing, controul or direétion of the Poor, in {uch Parith
or Parifhes, Townfhip or Townfhips, Hamlet or Hamlets, Place or Places,
‘then and. in every fuch Cafe it fhall and may be lawful to and for anyTwo or more neighbouring Juftices of the Peace (Proof, thereof having
been firft duly made before them upon Oath, and which Oath fuch Jufs
tices or any One of them are and is hereby authorized and empowered to
adminifter) by Certificate under their Hands and Seals, to permit .and
fuffer any Oneormore of fuch Curchwardens and Overfeers of other fuch
‘Perfon or Perfons as aforefaid, to contraét and agree for the furnifhing and
fupplyingof any Articles or Things which may be required for fuch

1199
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WorkhoufeorWorkhoufes, or otherwife, for the Ufe of the Poor of -

fuch Parith or.Parifhes, Townthip or Townthips, Hamlet or Hamlets,
Place or, Places, during the Time which he or they may retain fuch Ap-
pointment, any Thing herein contained to the contrary notwjthitanding ;
and fych Certificate. fhall’ be entered with the Clerk of the Peace.or
‘Town Clerkof the County,’ City,Town,orDiftri@,in ‘which fuch
‘Perfon or Perfons fhall refide, and a Copy thereof left with him, for

wA which
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which Entry every fuch Clerk fhall receive One Shilling and no more;
and from that Time, every Perfon and Perfons named in any fuch Cer-
tificate thall be difcharged from any Penalty to which he or they would
otherwife be liable under this A&, for furnifhing or fupplying any fuch
Articles or Things as aforefaid; and in cafe any Aton or Suit for the

Recovery of any fuch Penalty as aforefaid fhall be commenced againft
any Perfon or Perfons to whom fuch Certificate fhall have been granted
as aforefaid, it fhall and may be lawful to and for fuch Perfon or Per-
fons to plead generally, that he or they was or were duly difcharged
from any Liability to fuch Forfeiture, by a Certificate granted according
to the Provifions of this A@& ; and upon due Proof being given of fuch
Certificate, and of fuch Entry thereof as aforefaid, the Jury fhall find
a Verdict for the Defendant in fuch Aton or Suit; and if the Plaintiff
or Plaintiffs fhall become nonfuited, or difcontinue his, her, or their
A@tion, or ifVerdi thail pafs againft him, her, or them, or if Judgment
fhall be had againfl him, her, or them, on Demurrer, then the Defendant
or Defendants in fuch Aétion fhall have Double Cofts, and have fuch and
the like Remedy for the Recovery of the fame as any Defendant or De-
fendants have or hath for recovering Cofts of Suit in any other Cafes

by Law.

VII. And be it further enatted by the Authority aforefaid, That from
and after the pafling of this Act, when and fo often as any Contract or
Contraéts fhall be made or entered into for the providing, furnifhing, or
fupplying any Articles, Materials or Things, for the Ufe of the Poor in the
Workhoufe or Workhoufes of or belonging to any Parifh or Parifhes,
Townthip or Townfhips, Hamlet or Hamlets, Place or Places, or for the

erecting of any Building or Buildings, the Expence whereof is to be

defrayed out of any Rate or Rates, or other Monies applicable to the
Relief of the Poor, the Churchwardens and Overfeers of the Poor, or
other Perfon or Perfons having the Management, Controul or Direétion of
the Poor in fuch Parifh or Parifhes, Townfhip or Townfhips, Hamlet or
Hamlets, Place or Places, fhall caufe Notice of their Intention to enter
into fuch Contract or Contracts, and of the Time and Place when and
where they fhall aflemble and meet for fuch Purpofe, and of the Security
which will be required for the Performance of fuch Contra& or Contratts,
to be affixed in a confpicuous Manner on the outer Door of the Church
or refpective Churches to which fuch Parifh or Parithes, Townfhip or

Townthips, Hamlet or Hamlets, Place or Places, fhall belong, or to
be inferted in one or more of the public Newlpapers moft generally
circulated in the Neighbourhood, Seven Days at the leaft previous to
fuch Meeting, in order and to the Intent that any Perfon or Perfons willing
to undertake the fupplying or furnifhing the fame, may make Propofals
for that Purpofe to fuch Churchwardens and Overfeers, or other Per-
fon or Perfons as aforefaid, at the Time and Place mentioned in fuch
Notice.

VIII. And be it further ena¢ted, That all Juftices of the Peace before
whom any Perfon or Perfons fhall be convicted of any Offence againft
this Act, fhall and may caufe the Conviction to be drawn up in the fol-
lowing Form, or to the like-Effe&; (that is to fay),

FIZ ‘ BE
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“ BE it remembered, That on the Day of‘ in the Year of our Lord A. B.is duly
* convicted before of His Majefty’s Juftices of the
* Peace for the County of Lor, City, or, Liberty,
© of as the Cafe may be| of having [here frate the
* Offence] contrary to the Statute in that Cafe made and provided.
* Given under my Hand and Seal [or, our Hands and Seals, as the Cafe
*
may be| the Day and Year firft above written.’

And that fuch Conviétion .fhall be good and effe€tual in Law to all
Intents and Purpofes, and fhall not be quafhed or fet afide, or ad-
judged void or infufficient, for want of any other Form of Words what-
ever; nor fhall the fame be removedby Certiorari or any other Writ or
Procefs whatfoever, into any of His Majelty’s Courts of Record at Wef-
minfler; any Law, Statute, or Ufage to the contrary thereof notwith-
ftanding.

IX. Provided always, and be it further enaéted, That if any Perfon or
Perfons fhall think himfelf, herfelf, or themfelves aggrieved by the Judg-
ment of fuch Juftice or Juftices as aforefaid, fuch Perfon or Perfons
may appeal to the next General or Quarter Seffions of the Peace to be
held for the County, City, or Place wherein the Caufe of Complaint fhall
have arifen ; fuch Perfon or Perfons at the Time of his, her, or their Con-
viction entering into a Recognizance, with Two fufficient Sureties con-
ditioned perfonally to appear at the faid Seffions, to try fuch Appeal, and
to abide the further Judgment of the Juftices at fuch Seffions aflembled ;
and the faid Juftices at fuch General or Quarter Seffions fhall hear and
determine the Caufes and Matters of fuch Appeal in a fummary Way, and
make fuch Order therein as the faid Jultices fhall think proper; and the
Determination of fuch Juftices at their General or Quarter Seffions fhall
be final and conclufive.

LONDON: Printed by Gzorcz Eyre and ANpRew STRAHAN,
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