ANNO VICESIMO QUINTO & VICESIMO SEXTO

VICTORLE REGINZE.

C A P. LXXXIIL

An Act to amend the Laws in force for the Relief
of the destitute Poor in Ireland, and to con-
tinue the Powers of the Commissioners.

[7th August 1862.]

HEREAS it is expedient to amend the Laws in force for

‘; ‘/ the Relief of the destitute Poor in Ireland : Be it enacted
by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with

the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and

Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority
of the same, as follows:

1. For the Purpose of charging the Expense of Relief to any
Electoral Division, every Person making Application for Relief after
the passing of this Act shall be deemed to have been resident in
such Electoral Division in which, during the Period of Five Years
next before his Application for Relief, he shall have been longest
usually resident, whether by usually occupying any Tenement situate,
or by usually sleeping, within such District: Provided always, that
where any such Person shall not have occupied & Tenement or
slept within any such Electoral Division for at least Two Years in the
whole during the said Period of Five Years, the Expense of the Relief
of such Person shall in such Case be borne by and charged against
the whole Union in which he or she is relieved: Provided also, that
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where any Person chargeable to any Electoral Division shall have
received Relief, and shall cease to be relieved, and shall thereafter
within the Period of Twelve Months again begin to receive Relief,
such last-mentioned Relief shall be chargeable on the Electoral Division
to which such Person was in the first instance chargeable: Provided
also, that the Cost for the Relief of destitute Poor who shall not have
resided in the Union where such Relief is given for the last Five Years
next previous to receiving such Relief shall be charged and charge-
able according to the Provisions of an Act passed in the Tenth Year
of Her present Majesty, intituled 4n dct to make further Provision
Jor the Relief of the destitute Poor in Ireland: Provided also, that
in estimating the Time of Residence in the Union or Electoral Divi-
sion, Residence in the Workhouse shall be considered to be Residence
in the Union, and also in the Electoral Division, if there be any such
to which the Pauper during such Residence shall be chargeable, but
shall not be considered to be Residence in the Electoral Division in
which the Workhouse is situate unless the Pauper be chargeable to
such Division.

Sect. 10. of 2. And whereas by an Act passed in the Tenth Year of the Reign

:%Zi‘l’:&‘."?’l' of Her Majesty, Chapter Thirty-one, Section Ten, it is provided that
no Person who shall be in the Occupation of any Land of greater
Extent than the Quarter of a Statute Acre shall be deemed and taken
to be a destitute poor Person under the Provisions of an Act passed
in the Second Year of the Reign of Her Majesty, Chapter Fifty-six,
for the more effectual Relief of the destitute Poor in Ireland, or of
the Acts amending the same : And whereas it is expedient that the
said Provision of the said Act should be repealed as far as relates
to Relief within the Workhouse : Therefore, from and after the passing
of this Act the Tenth Section of the said Act passed in the Tenth
Year of the Reign of Her Majesty, Chapter Thirty-one, shall be
and the same is hereby repealed : Provided always, that any Person
who shall be in Occupation of any Land of greater Extent than a
Quarter of a Statute Acre, and who shall be considered by the Board
of Guardians to require Relief, shall be relieved by them in the
Workhouse, and not otherwise.

Power to 3. And whereas the Guardians of the Poor of Unions in freland
Guardians  gre empowered to admit into any Building provided by them for a
to admit . . .
poor Persons Fever Hospital, or into any Part of the Workhouse appropriated by
requiring  them, with the Consent of the Commissioners to that Purpose, poor
gﬁdglfcﬂl (Xid Persons affected with Fever or other dangerous contagious Disease, and
into Hos- it js expedient to extend such Power: Be it enacted, That it shall be
pitals. lawful for such Guardians to admit into the Infirmary of the Work-
house any poor Persons requiring Medical or Surgical Aid in Hospital,

and
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and to provide for their Treatment and Maintenance therein, charging
the Expense thereof on the Electoral Division or Union at large, as the
Case may be, according to such Person’s Chargeability by Residence
under the Laws which are or shall be in force for the Relicf of the
destitute Poor in Ireland : Provided that no Person admitted to the
Workhouse « for Medical or Surgical Treatment in Hospital shall
be required by the Guardians to be accompanied by any Member of
his or her Family as a Condition of such Person’s Admission into the
Workhouse.

4. Every poor Person who shall be so admitted into the Infirmary
of the Workhouse in pursuance of the Authority in that Behalf which
is herein-before given, and every poor Person who shall hereafter be
admitted into any Building provided by the Guardians of any Union
for a Fever Hospital, or into any Part of the Workhouse appropriated
as a Fever Hospital, who shall nevertheless be considered by the
Guardians to be of sufficient Ability to pay the Cost of his or her
Maintenance while in Hospital, or some Portion of such Cost, shall be
required to repay such Proportion thereof as the Guardians shall
determine ; provided that such Proportion shall in no Case exceed the
Average of the general Cost of Maintenance, Medical and Surgical
Treatment in such Hospital or Infirmary; and all such Sums shall
be recoverable from such poor Persons, or from those liable by Law
to maintain them, by the same Ways and Means as the Cost of
Relief given by way of Loan is recoverable under the Acts in force
for the Relief of the destitute Poor in Ireland ; and all such Sums, or
any Part thereof which shall be recovered, shall be lodged with the
Treasurer of the Union, to the Credit of the Electoral Division
chargeable for the M aintenance of such poor Person, or to the Credit
of the Union, as the Case may be: Provided also, that for the Purpose
of the Recovery of the Cost of Maintenance as aforesaid, everv
Master or Mistress shall be deemed lable to maintain his or her
Domestic Servant so long as the Service shall continue, and also his
or her Apprentice residing under his or her Roof.

5. On the Requisition of any Inspector or Sub-Inspector of Con-
stabulary, or Head Constable in charge of a Station, it shall be
lawful for the Board of Guardians to admit into the Workhouse
Infirmary or Fever Hospital any Constable or Sub-Constable of the
said Force, on Service within the Union, who shall be suffering from
Fever or other Disease or bodily Injury requiring Treatment in Hos-
pital ; and every such Constable or Sub-Constable shall contribute the
full average Cost of daily Maintenance and Establishment Charges,
Medical and Surgical Treatment in such Hospital for the whole
Term of his Continuance therein; and the Amount of such Cost

may
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may be recovered by the Guardians of the Union by the same Ways
and Means as the Cost of Relief given by way of Loan is reco-
verable under the Acts in force for the Relief of the destitute Poor in
Ireland.

6. Every poor Person admitted into the Fever Hospital or Infirmary
of a Workhouse who shall on Admission claim to repay the entire
Cost of his or her Maintenance therein, according to the full average
Cost thereof, as herein-before stated, and every poor Person admitted
into such Fever Hospital or Infirmary on whose Behalf the Person liable
by Law to maintain such poor Person shall claim to repay the entire
Cost of such Maintenance therein as aforesaid, and every Constable
or Sub-Constable so admitted, shall be entered in a separate Register
from that in which the other Persons admitted into the Workhouse are
registered ; and the Person so relieved and the Person so claiming
shall not, after Payment of the said Charges of Maintenance, be
subject to any Disfranchisement or Disability as Persons having
received Relief from the Poor Rates; and such Register shall at all
reasonable Times be open for the Inspection of those Persons who
shall desire to examine or take Extracts from it, without any Charge
for such Inspection or Extracts; and a Copy of such Register, or
of any Part of it, signed by the Clerk of the Union, and under the Seal
of the Board of Guardians, shall be legal Evidence of the Facts stated
in such Copy in any Court of Record, without Proof of the Signature
of the Clerk, or of the affixing of such Seal.

7. It shall be lawful for the Guardians of any Union in Cases
requiring special Treatment to send any Inmate or Inmates of the
Workhouse of such Union requiring Medical or Surgical Treatment
to any Hospital or Infirmary the Governor, Governors, or Managers
of which shall be willing and able to receive such Inmate or Inmates,
and to pay to the Governor, Governors, or Managers of such Hospital
or Infirmary, out of the Rates of the Union or Electoral Division,
as the Case may be, the Cost of the Maintenance and Treatment in
such Hospital or Infirmary of the Persons so sent as aforesaid ; and
the Guardians may also pay out of the Rates of the Union the Cost
of the Conveyance of such Persons from the Workhouse of the Union
to such Hospital or Infirmary, and also the Cost of the Conveyance
of such Persons, when discharged from such Hospital or Infirmary,
to the said Workhouse; and the entire Cost of such Maintenance,
Treatment, and Conveyance as aforesaid shall be deemed Part of the
Cost of Maintenance and Treatment of such Inmate or Inmates in
the Workhouse of such Union.

8. Every
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8. Every Child under the Age of Fifteen Years, without a Parent, Guardians
relieved in a Workhouse, shall be subject to the Authority of the zglgzvzu_
Board of Guardians in the same Manner as such Child would be sub- ¢hority as
ject to the Authority of its Parents or Parent, if living together with gm‘entsfi“
such Parents or Parent, excepting as regards the Religious Denomina- Childron
tion of such Child, and no such Child shall be discharged from the under 15
Workhouse otherwise than by the Order of the Board of Guardians ; Xzzr:efifc;ved
but nothing herein shall authorize the Detention of any Child without without
a Parent, if any Relative of such Child, who in the Opinion of the Parents.
Board of Guardians shall be a fit Person to be intrusted with such
Child, and of sufficient Ability to maintain such Child, sball claim its
Discharge from the Workhouse for the Purpose of its being main-
tained out of the Workhouse otherwise than at the Charge of the

Poor Rates.

9. And whereas it has been found that the Mortality among Infant Relief to

Children admitted into Workhouses without their Mothers is very dog'sf;‘;,?;‘g and
large, and that in other respects the Workhouses are not well suited Children.
in all Cases for the Care and Nurture of such Children during In-
fancy ; and it is therefore expedient to extend the Powers of Boards
of Guardians for the Relief of destitute poor Children who are
Orphans, or who have been deserted by their Parents: Be it enacted,
That it shall be lawful for the Board of Guardians to provide for the
Relief of any Orphan or deserted Child out of the Workhouse, if
they shall think fit to do so, by placing such Child out at Nurse,
according to their Discretion ; provided that no Child shall be
placed out with any Person who does not profess the same Religion as
that in which the Child has been registered : Provided that no Child
shall continue to be so relieved after the Age of Five Years : Provided
always, that the Guardians of the Poor may, with Consent of the
Poor Law Commissioners, continue such Relief from Year to Year
until the Child attain the Age of Eight Years, should the Guardians
consider that such Extension of Outdoor Relief be necessary for the
Preservation of the Child’s Health.

10. From and after the passing of this Act, when Oath shall Boards of
have been made before any Two Justices of the Peace in Petty g“f;ﬁ:::
Sessions (which Oath the said Justices are hereby empowered to Costs of
administer) by the Mother of any illegitimate Child, and the same %afﬁ;e?:i‘_‘ce .
shall have been supported by corroborative Evidence, it shall be mate Ghild-
lawful for the Boards of Guardians to recover from the putative ‘}'lf)';;:s flfé’;;
Father the Cost of the Maintenance of such illegitimate Child Fourteen.
during the Time that he is in receipt of Relief from the Poor Rates,
and while under the Age of Fourteen; and such Cost of Mainte-
nance, and the Costs of Suit, shall be recoverable by Process in the
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Name of the Guardians before the Barrister at Quarter Sessions
from the Person who shall have been adjudged to be the Father of
the Child. :

11. And whereas by the Act of the Second Year of the Reign of
Her Majesty, intituled An Act for the more effectual Relief of the
destitute Poor in Ireland, it is provided, that no Order of the
Commissioners nor any Byelaw shall authorize the Education of any
Child in a Workhouse in any Religious Creed other than that pro-
fessed by the Parents or Parent of the Child, and to which such
Parents or Parent shall object, and in the Case of an Orphan to
which the Guardian or Guardians, Godfather or Godmother, shall
object ; but no such Provision is made for the Case of a Child not
being an Orphan, the Religion of whose Parents or Parent is un-
known: Be it enacted, That in every such last-mentioned Case the
Guardian or Guardians, Godfather or Godmother of the Child, shall
have the like Power to object as the Parents or Parent of a Child
would have if living, or as the Guardian or Guardians, Godfather or
Godmother, would have in the Case of an Orphan.

12. And whereas Doubts have existed as to the Liability of un-
occupied Buildings to be rated in the Rates for the Relief of the Poor,
and it is expedient to remove such Doubts: Be it enacted, That from
and after the passing of this Act the Guardians shall, in making
every Rate for the Relief of the destitute Poor, specify on the Face
thereof the Period for the Service of which the Rate is estimated to
provide, and that when any Building liable to Assessment under the
Provisions of the Acts for the Relief of the destitute Poor in Ireland
is unoccupied at the Time of making any such Rate on the Electoral
Division in which such Building shall be situate, the Board of
Guardians shall in every such Case include such Building in the said
Rate, describing it in the Column appropriated to the Name of the
Occupier or immediate Lessor, as the Case may be, as “ empty,” and
such Building shall be deemed to be rated to the Relief of the Poor
as fully and effectually as if it had been occupied at the Time of the
Rate made, and the Name of the Occupier or imniediate Lessor
inserted in the said Rate: Provided always, that if such Building
shall continue to be unoccupied during the whole of the Period for
which the Rate was estimated as aforesaid, the Rate so made on
the said Building shall not be recoverable ; provided also, that if after
the making of the said Rate, and before the Expiration of the Period
for which the Rate was so estimated as aforesaid, any Person or
Persons shall occupy such Building for any Portion of such Period,
the Board of Guardians shall be entitled to recover from the Occupier
or the immediate Lessor, if he be liable to pay the same, a Portion

only
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only of the said Rate proportioned to the Time during which the
said Building shall have been so occupied; and the same shall be
recovered from the Occupier or immediate Lessor, as the Case may
be, in the same Manner as if he had been originally rated for such
Building, or, in default of Payment by such Occupier, from the
subsequent Occupier of the Premises.

13. From and after the passing of this Act, so much of the Act
passed in the First and Second Years of Her Majesty, intituled 4z
Act for the more effectual Relief of the destitute Poor in Ireland,
as provides that every Rate made on each Electoral Division shall and
may, if any Collector for the Time authorized to cqllect the County
Cess on any Part of such Electoral Division shall be approved of by
the Commissioners, and shall give Security to the Satisfaction of the
Commissioners, and shall accept such Salary or Allowance as shall be
approved by the Commissioners for his Trouble in that Behalf, be
levied by such Collector, who shall, so far as relates to the Collection
of such Rate, be deemed a paid Officer of the Union within which such
Electoral Division shall be situate, shall be and the same is hereby
repealed; and from and after the passing of this Act it shall and may be
lawful for the Guardians of any Union, subject to the Approval of
the Commissioners, to appoint from Time to Time such dnd so many
Persons as they may deem expedient to collect and levy the Rates
so made on the several Electoral Divisions.

14. Nothing herein-before contained regarding the rating of
Premises or the Collection of Rates shall apply to Premises situate
within the District for the Collection of Poor Rates as defined by the
Act passed in the Session held in the Twelfth and Thirteenth Years of
the Reign of Her Majesty, intituled An Act fo provide jfor the Col-
lection of Rates in the City of Dublin.

15. No Ratepayer shall be entitled to vote in the Election of
Guardians, either in Person or by Proxy, in respect of any Property
not in his actual Occupation, or to give any Vote in addition to the
Vote or Votes to which he would be entitled as an Occupier paying
Rent equal to the net annual Value of the Property in his actugl Occu-
pation, unless he or his Proxy shall, One Month at the least previous to
the Day on which he shall claim to vote, have given to the Guardians,
or to some Person acting as Returning Officer, a Statement in Writing
of the Name and Address of such Ratepayer, and the Description and
local Situation of the Property in respect of which he claims to vote,
specifying, in Cities, Towns, and their Suburbs having Streets and
other Roadways, the Name of the Street or Roadway, and the Num-
ber of the House or Tenement, if any, and the Parish in which the

Property
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Property is situate, and in other Places the Barony, Parish, and Town-
land, so that the Property may be ascertained and identified with
reasonable Certainty, together with the Nature of the Interest of the
Ratepayer therein, and its net annual Value over and above all Rents
payable by him, and the Amount of Rent payable to him, and
the Names of the Tenants or Occupiers by whom Poor Rates
have been deducted from such Rent; and no such Proxy shall
be entitled to claim to vote unless such Proxy shall have given
to the Guardians, or some Person acting as Returning Officer, One
Month at the least previous to the Day on which he shall claim to
vote, the Original or an attested Copy of the Writing appointing such
Proxy; and every such Claim to vote, whether by the Ratepayer
or his Proxy, shall be executed in the Presence of a Justice of the
Peace.

16. No Claim of a Ratepayer to vote in the Election of Guardians,
cither in Person or by Proxy, in respect of any Property not in his
actual Occupation, or to give a Vote or Votes in addition to the Vote
or Votes to which he would be entitled as an Occupier paying Rent
equal to the net annual Value of the Property in his Occupation,
shall continue in force beyond the Period of Five Years from the Date
on which heor his Proxy shall have given such Statement as aforesaid :
Provided that every Appointment of a Proxy may be revoked at any
Time ; provided also, that no Person shall be entitled to vote as Proxy
for more than Twenty Owners of Property in any One Electoral
Division or Ward unless he be a Steward, Bailiff, Land Agent, or
Collector of Rents for the Owners of Property for whom he may be
appointed to vote.

17. And whereas Doubts have been entertained whether Owners
or immediate Lessors of Property who are rated under the Provisions
of the Act of the Sixth and Seventh Years of Her Majesty, Chapter
Ninety-two, Sections One and Four, or under the Provisions of the
Act of the Twelfth and Thirteenth Years of Her Majesty, Chapter
Ninety-one, Section Sixty-three, or under the Provisions of the Act
of the Twelfth and Thirteenth Years of Her Majesty, Chapter One
hundred and four, Section Ten, ure entitled to vote as Ratepayers in
respect of Property for which they are so rated: Be it enacted, That
it shall be lawful for Owners or immediate Lessors who are so rated as
aforesaid to vote, in Person or by Proxy, in the Election of Guardians
in respect of the Property or Rent for which they are so rated, in
the same Manner as Occupiers paying no Rent or paying Rent less
than the net snnual Value of the rateable Property, as the Case may
be ; provided that every such Owner or immediate Lessor or his Proxy
shall have lodged a Statement in the Manner herein-before provided

with
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with reference to Persons claiming to vote in respect of Property not
in their actual Occupation.

18. No Person receiving Rent shall be entitled to vote as aforesaid
in respect thereof for any greater Amount of Rent than the annual
Value of the Property out of which such Claim arises, according to
the Valuation of the same in the Survey or Valuation of rateable
Hereditaments for the Time being in force in the Union.

19. Whereas it is provided by the said recited Act, that no Occu-
pier paying Rent to any Landlord shall be entitled to vote under the
Provisions of the said Act unless he shall have paid all the Poor
Rates previously made and assessed upon him, except such as shall
have been made or become due within the Six Calendar Months
immediately preceding such voting; and it is expedient to extend
the said Provision: Be it enacted, That no Occupier rated to the Poor
Rate shall be entitled to vote in that Capacity unless he shall have
paid all the Poor Rates previously made and assessed upon him,
except such as shall have been made or become due within Six
Calendar Months immediately preceding such voting; and no
Owner or immediate Lessor who is rated under the Provisions of the
Act of the Sixth and Seventh Years of Her Majesty, Chapter
Ninety-two, Sections One and Four, or the Act of the Twelfth
and Thirteenth Years of Her Majesty, Chapter Ninety-one, Section
Sixty-three, or the Act of the Twelfth and Thirteenth Years of
Her Majesty, Chapter One hundred and four, Section Ten, and this
Act, shall be entitled to vote in respect of the Property for which
he is so rated, unless he shall have paid all the Rates made and
assessed on him in respect of such Property, except such as shall
have been made or become due within Six Calendar Months imme-
diately preceding such voting.

20. From and after the passing of this Act, in the event of any
One Person being elected a Guardian by the Ratepayers of Two or
more Electoral Divisions, Electoral Districts, or Wards, as the Case
may be, he shall forthwith notify to the Returning Officer for which
of such Electoral Divisions, Electoral Districts, or Wards, as the Case
may be, he will choose to act as Guardian, which Notification shall
be transmitted to the Commissioners by the Returning Officer of such
Union; and the Commissioners shall thereupon take Order for a
further Election of Guardian in the other of such Divisions, Districts,
or Wards, as the Case may be.

21. No Solicitor who is a Member of any Board of Guardians
shall act professionally as Solicitor either for or against the Board of
9T " Gruardians
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Guardians of which he is a Member; and every Solicitor so acting
shall forfeit the Sum of One hundred Pounds, with full Costs of
Suit, to any Person who shall sue for the same by Action of Debt in
any of Her Majesty’s Courts of Record in Dublin.

22. No paid Officer engaged in the Administration of the Laws for
the Relief of the Poor, or under the Act for the better Distribution,
Support, and Management of Medical Charities in Ireland, nor any
Person who, having been such paid Officer, shall have been dismissed
within Five Years previously from such Office, shall be capable of
serving as a Guardian ; and no Person receiving any fixed Salary or
Emolument from the Poor Rates in any Union shall be capable of
serving as a Guardian in such Union.

23. And whereas no legal Provision exists for the Burial of the
Bodies of unknown Persons who have been drowned and cast ashore
in Ireland, or who have otherwise perished and been found dead :
Be it enacted, That the Guardians of each Union in Ireland shall
provide for the Burial of the dead Body of every such Person dying or
found dead within such Union whose Family or Connexions shall
not be known, and whose Body shall not be claimed by any Person
for the Purpose of Burial, and shall charge the Expenses of such
Burial on the Poor Rates of the Union : Provided that the Relieving
Officer of the Union, with the Sanction of the Guardian or One
of the Guardians of the Electoral Division in which such Person
shall be found dead, shall proceed without Delay in the Burial of such
dead Body, giving Notice to the Guardians of his Proceedings therein,
and of the Expenses incurred by him as soon thereafter as may be
practicable in each Case, such Expense in each Case not to exceed
Seven Shillings and Sixpence.

24. When, at the Expiration of the Year of Office of the Guardians
of the Poor, no Nomination of a Guardian or Guardians for any
Electoral Division shall have been made, the Guardian or Guardians
of any such Electoral Division shall remain in Office for the ensuing
Year, and have Power to exercise all the Functions of Guardians of
the Poor, as if duly re-elected.

25. Whereas under Provisions of an Act passed in the Second Year
of the Reign of Her Majesty, Chapter One, the Commissioners are
empowered to constitute certain Cities, Boroughs, and Towns Electoral
Divisions into Wards for the Election of Guardians: Be it enacted,
That when the Commissioners shall have divided any Electoral Divi-
sion into Wards as aforesaid, every Ratepayer who, under the last
Rate made in any Union, shall have paid or contributed, or be liable

to
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to pay or contribute, Rate in respect of Property in any Ward, shall
have a Vote or Votes for the Election of Guardians in such Ward
according to the Scale of Votes provided by the Act of the First and
Second Years of Victoria, Chapter Fifty-six.
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26. And whereas the Provisions of an Act of the Tenth and Appoint-
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Session of Parliament ; and it is expedient that the Commission for
administering the Law for the Relief of the Poor in Zreland, as con-
stituted under the said Act and an Act of the Fourteenth and Fifteenth
Years of the Reign of Her Majesty, Chapter Sixty-eight, should be
further continued for a limited Time: Therefore the Commissioners
appointed by Her Majesty, or to be appointed by Her Majesty, Her
Heirs and Successors, under the Authority of the said last-mentioned
Acts or either of them, together with every Person by the said Acts
or either of them constituted by virtue of his Office such Commis-
sioner, and every Inspector and other Officer and Person appointed or
to be appointed by the Commissioners under the Provisions of the
said recited Acts now in force, shall, unless he shall previously
resign or be removed, or otherwise cease to hold his Office, be
empowered to hold his Office and exercise the Powers thereof, under
the said last-mentioned Acts or either of them, until the Twenty-
third Day of July One thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, and
thenceforth until the Iind of the then next Session of Parliament ; and
until the Expiration of the said Period it shall be lawful for Her
Majesty, Her Heirs and Successors, from Time to Time, at Pleasure,
to remove the Commissioner or Commissioners for the Time being
appointed by Her Majesty, or to be appointed by Her Majesty, Her
Heirs and Successors, under the said Acts or either of them, and upon
every Vacancy in the Office of the Commissioner or Commissioners
so appointed or to be appointed, either by Removal, Death, Resigna-
tion, or otherwise, to appoint, as in the said Acts or either of them is
described, some other fit Person to the said Office.
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