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Premium Boars

SCHEME, DATED 31ST MAY 1974, MADE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
UNDER SECTION 9 OF THE AGRICULTURE ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1949.

The Department of Agriculture in exercise of the powers conferred on it
by section,9 of the. Agrlculture Act (Northern Ireland) 1949(a) and of every
other-power enabling it in that behalf and with the approval of the Depart-
ment of Finance hereby makes the followmg Scheme —

Citation and commencement

1. This Scheme may be cited as the Premium Boar Scheme (Northern
Ireland) 1974 and shall come into operation on 1st August: 1974.

Revocation

2. The’ Premium Boar Scheme (Northern Ireland) 1971(b) is hereby
revoked.

Interpretation

3. In this Scheme—

“accredited pig herd” means a pig herd registered under the Accred1ted
Pig Herds. and Pig Testing Scheme (Northern Ireland) 1974(c) or under
the Accredited Pig Herds Scheme operated by the Department of
Agriculture and Fisheries in the Irish Republic;

“approved” means approved by the Department;

“authorised” means authorised by the Department;

“Department” means the Department of Agriculture;

“group” means three- or more farmers owning herds in which the total:
number of sows is at least 40 of which not more than 25 sows are
owned by any one member of the group;

“pedigree” means entered in the Herd Book of the breed concerned and
earmarked in accordance with the appropriate Herd Book regulation;

“performance tested” means the assessment of the breeding value of an
animal by its own performance at a central testing.station; . - :

“premium” means a payment earned by a boar under this Scheme; -

“premium boar” means a boar which after inspection by an authorised
officer of the Department has been approved as being suitable for the
award of a premium and which has been purchased by an applicant
selected by the Department to keep a boar under this Scheme;

“progeny tested” means the assessment of the breeding value of.an
animal on the results achieved by the progeny under test at a central
testing station;

“purchaser” means a farmer-or group of farmers who purchase a boar
to earn a premium under this Scheme.

(a) 1949.¢.2 (c) SR. (N.I) 1974, No. 75.
(b) SR. & 0. (NI} 1971, No. 334.’ ’



316 Anrimals No. 95

Purpose of Scheme

who
purchase premium; boars for the service of sows locally or to selected groups
of farmers who purchase and keep premium boars for the. service of sows
in, their herds.

(2) The premium boars are to be used to improve the stock bred by
farmers. resident in and farming in Northern Ireland. ‘

Eligible boars.

5. To be eligible for selection as a premium boar a boar shall be a
pedigree boar of the Landrace or Large White breed which was bred in an
accredited pig herd or a herd which was accredited within three months of
an approved sale and which is either:

(o) performance tested at an approved testing station; or

(b) the son of a boar which was progeny tested at an approved testing
station; and classified as approved; or

(¢) the son of a sire which was performance tested at an approved testing
station and attained an index of at least 140 points: provided that
such sire is undergoing a progeny test which shall result in it reaching.
approved standard before it is two years of age.

Age and selection of boars

6. Except where the Department otherwise approves, boars. shall be
selected for premium for the first time from those which are over six months.
and under twelve months old and which are entered at approved sales.

Selection of applicants

the Department who shall be responsible for the.selection of applicants.

(2) Where a group of farmers is selected to keep a boar the group shall
appoint one of its members to deal with all aspects of the placing out of the
boar and the group shall notify the Department of the name of the member
so appointed.

(3) The Department shall notify successful applicants of the breed of
boar which may be purchased and the sales approved for the selection of
premium boars.

Second-year premium

8.—(1) A boar owned by a group shall not be eligible for a second-year
. premium,

(2) Of the boars awarded first-year premium, only those which are
approved as suitable shall be eligible to earn a second-year premium and
such eligible boars shall stand for service at the same place as, in the
previous service season unless the Department otherwise approves.

(3) The Department shall notify each owner whose boar has been
approved to earn a second-year premium or whose boar has not been
approved as _suitable to earn ‘such premium.

Value of premium

9.—(1) The maximum annual premium payable to a purchaser who is
not a member of'a group shall be £25.
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(2) The amount of premjum payable to a group shall be half the amount .
remaining after the sum of £25 has been deducted from the purchase price. of
the boar subject to, a maximum premium of £30.

Conditioris
10. A purchaser shall comp]y with the condltlons set out in the Schedule:

Peénalties

11.—(1) In the event of any infringement of or non-compliance with the
terms and conditions contained in this Scheme or where a ‘boar is unable for
any reason to complete the. prescribed number of services, payment  of the
premium or any part thereof may be withheld by the Department.

(2} Any person who through mlsrepresentatlon or fraud receives or claxms
payment of a pfemium for a boar or obtains the service of a premium boar
for his sow under this Scheme may in addition to any other penalty to which
he may be liable by law be debarred from obtaining in future any benefit
under this Scheme.

General ‘
12. The Department may brand or otherwise mark any premium boar.

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of Agriculture for
Northern Ireland this 31st day of May 1974.

L.s) J. C. Chalmers,
Assistant Secretary.

The Department of Finance hereby approves of the foregoing Scheme.

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of Finance for Northern
reland this 31st day of May 1974.

w.s.) . A. 1. Green,
: Assistant Secretary.
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SCHEDULE

Part I _
Conditions -applicable to all purchasers

1. Full responsibility for insuring the boar rests with the purchaser.

2. The purchaser shall facilitate any officer of the Department at all reasonable
times to inspect the boar, its progeny and any other animal in the herd.

Part II .
Conditions applicable to- a purchaser who is a group of farmers

1. The service season shall commence as soon as the group has informed the
Department of the purchase of the boar.

2. The group shall keep the boar in a healthy breeding condition for at least
12 months from. the date of purchase.

ParT IIT
Conditions applicable to a purchaser who is not 2 group of farmers

1. The purchaser shall notify the Department when he has purchased an
approved, boar.

2. The service season shall start on 1st January and end on 31st December.

3. To eard the maximum premium a boar shall serve not less than 30 sows in
the first year and not less than 40 sows in the second year after purchase over
and above those in the purchaser’s herd.

4. Of the number of sows served not more than 6 from any one herd shall
count for premium earning purposes.

5. The service fee for the prescribed number of services shall not exceed
£1.50 per sow inclusive of all charges. An additional charge at such rate as the
Department shall determine may 'be made to cover' the kéep of a sow which is
left on a purchaser’s farm.

6. After the prescribed minimum number of sows has been served the
purchaser may charge such fee as he may decide.

7. The purchaser shall keep a record showing the names and addresses of
persons whose sows have been served by the boar and the dates of such services.
These records are to ‘be ‘available for inspection "by an authorised officer of the
Department at .all reasonable times.

EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Scheme, but is intended to indicate
its general purport.)

This Scheme provides for the payment of premiums to selected farmers
and group of farmers in respect of approved high quality boars. To qualify
for premium applicants must agree to .certain conditions which ensure that
the boars will be fully used. The Scheme revokes the Premium Boar Scheme
of 1971 the main change being that different standards are laid down for
the boars to be selected for premium.
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