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An A& for the better Regulation of Publick Notaries
in England. [27th Fune 1801.]

HEREAS it is expedient, for the better Prevention of illiterate Preamble.
\; &/ and inexperienced Perfons being created to ad as, or admitted
to the Faculty of Publick Notaries, that the faid Faculty fhould
be regulated in England ; be it therefore enadted by the King’s moft Ex-
cellent Majeity, by and with the Advice and Confent of the Lords Spiri=
tual and Temporal, and Commons, in this prefent Parliament affernt led,
and by the Authority of the fame, That, from and after the Firft Day of From Aug.1
Auguft One thoufand eight hundred and one, no Perfon in # ngland fhall .se1, o Por.
be created to act as a Publick Notary, or ufe and exercife the Office of a o Ehaland

Notary, or do any Notarial A&, unlefs fuch Perfon fhail have been duly Pubnck No.

. fworn, admitted, and inrolled, in Manner herein-after direted, in the ‘2, unleft

. - - . ° dul itted,
Court wherein Notaries have been accuftomarily fworn, admitted, and uly admitted

inrolied.

II. And be it further enaéted, Tﬁat, from and after the faid Firft Day No Perfon
of Auguft One thoufand eight hundred and one, no Perfor fhall be fworn, ol be ad-

admitted, and inrolled, as a Publick Notary, unlefs fach Perfon fhal] ™0 %2
have been bound, by Contrad in Writing or by Indenture of Apprentice-- Pe (il have
6 K :

erved as an

"1IP, Apprentice
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forSeven  fhip, to ferve as a Clerk or Apprentice, for and during the Space of
"";emia‘;t"e‘f_’f not lefs than Seven Years, to a Publick Notary, or a Perfon ufing the
Aug. 1, 1801, Art and Myftery of a Scrivener (according to the Privilege and Cuftoni
unles Afi-  of the City of London, fuch Scrivisier being alib a Pulstick Notary), duly
tain Particu- fworn, admiitted, and inrolled, and that fuch Perfon, for and during the
l“;% *t’f ﬁﬁ?%’e faid Term of Seven Years, thall have continued in fuch Scrviee; and
fhrolled in the alfo unlefs every fuch Perfon who thall, from and after’ the fhid Firlt Day
proper Cowt. of Auguft, be bound by Contralt in Writing or Indenture of Apprentice-
thip, to ferve as 4 Clerk or Apprentice to any Publick Notary or Scri-
vener, being alb a Publick Notary, fhall, within Three Months next
after the Date of every fuch Contraét or Indenture of Apprenticethip,
caufe an Affidavit to be made and duly fworn by One of the fubfcrib-
ing Witnefles, of the aftual Execution of every fuch Contra&t or In.
denture of Apprenticethip by fuch Publick Notary, or Scrivener (being
alfo a Publick Notary), and the Perfon fo to be bound to ferve as a Clerk
or Apprentice as aforefaid ; and in every fuch Affidavit fhall be fpecified
the Names of every fuch Publick Notary or Scrivener (being a Publick
Notary), and of every fuch Perfon fo bound, and their Places of Abode
refpectively, together with the Day of the Date of fuch Contrat or In-
denture of Apprenticethip ; and every fuch Affidavit fhall be {fwornt arrd
filed within the Time aforefaid, in the Court where the Publick Notary,
to whom every fuch Perfon refpeiively fhall be bound as aforefaid, fhalt
have been inrolled as a Notary, with the proper Officer or Officers, or
his or their refpefive Deputy or Deputies, who fhall make or fign a Me-
.morandum of the Day of filing every fuch Affidavit on the Back or at

the Bottom of fuch Contract or Indenture,

§° P:‘rfof“ ITI. And be it further enalted, That no Perfon who fhall, after the faid
j,’,;,",,a,;f,';, Firft Day of Auguft become bourtd as aforefaid, fhall be admitted or in-
fhall be ad- * rolled a Publick Notary in the Court' of Faculties for admitting and in-
E‘,ff:f in the rolling Publick Notaries, before fuch Affidavit fhall be produced ang
culties before openly read in fuch Court, at the Time of fuch Perfen’s Admiflion and

fuch Affidavit
fhall be openly Inl’Olmeﬁt.

read in Court,

Officers fop IV. And be it further enafted, That the followidg Pérforis fhall He
taking and . deemed and taken to be the proper Officers for taking and filing fuch
vits. Affidavits ; (that is to fay), the Mafter of Faculties of his Grdce the

Lord Archbithop of Canterbury in London, his Sutrogate of Commifs

fioners.

Oficer filing V. And be it further enacted, That the Officer filing fuch A¥Rdavits
Affidavitsto a5 aforefaid, fhall Keep a Book, wherein fhall bé entered the Subftanice of
;{_;ff:e?,‘ff“"' fuch Affidavit, fpecifying the Names and Places of Abode of every fuch
Bovk, for _ Publick Notary, and Clerk or Perfon bound as afotefaid, arfd of the Per-
:;‘l“‘:i;f'e ™3 fon making fuch Affidavit, with the Date of the Contra& or Indenture of
Apprenticefhip in fuch Affidavit to be mentioned, and the Days of {wear-

ing and filing every fuch Affidavit refpetively ; and fuch Officer fhall be at!

Liberty to take, at the Time of filing every fuch Affidavit, the Sum of

Five Shillings, and no miore, as a Recompence for his Trouble in filing

Book may be - fuch Affidavit; and' which Book fhall and may be fearched; i Office’
fearched for  E¥ours, by any Perfon or Perfons whomfosver, upon Paymient: of One
- Shilling for fuch Search. -

PRENS
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Vi. And be it further enafted, That, from and after the faid Firft Day No Publick

of Auguft, no Publick Notary or Scrivener, bcing alfo a Publick Notary, ,I:I:‘fé";’;;%p.

fhall take, have, or retain any Clerk or Apprentice who fhall become prentice, but
bound as aforefaid, after fuch Publick Notary or Scrivener, being alfo a Wiile he hall
Publick Notary, fhall have difcontinued or left off, or during fuch Time tite. y P

as he fhall not actually pradtife or carry on the Bufinefs of a Publick No-
tary.

VII. And be it further ena&ted, That every Perfon who fhall, from and eppz}em;fe to
after the faid Firft Day of Augu/?, become bound by Contraét in Writing e;,f.o":dy

or Indenture of Apprenticefhip to ferve any Publick Notary as hereby SevenYears

direfted, fhall, during the whole Time and Term of Service to be fpecified fmens 5%

in fuch Contra& or Indenture of Apprenticethip, or during the Time and
Space of Seven Years thereof at leaft (if bound for a longer Term than
Seven Years) continue and be a¢tually employed by fuch publick Notary or

: Scrivener, being alfo a Publick Notary, in the proper Bufinefs, Praétice, or
Employment of a Publick Notary.

- VIIL Provided always, and be it further enacted, That if any fuch Publick gﬂﬁ"gi Mafter
Notary or Scriviner, being alfo a Publick Notary, to or with whom any fuch leave off Prac-
Perfon fhall be bound, fhall happen to die before the Expiration of fuch fce; or any

. . - . . . .~ Indenture
Term, or fhall difcontinue or leave off fuch his Pradtice as aforefaid 3 or if mall be can-

fuch Contra& or Indenture of Apprenticefhip fhall, by mutual Confent of :;:‘;g:l{(e'::‘::

the Parties, be cancelled; or in cafe fuch Clerk or Apprentice fhall be orany Ap-

‘legally difcharged before the Expiration of fuchTerm, and fuch Clerk or preatice ﬂl?!}_
Apprentice fhall in any of the faid Cafes, be bound by another Contra& or charced,in

Contra@s, Indenture or Indentures in Writing, to ferve, and fhall accord- fgch Cafes if
ingly ferve in Manner herein-before mentioned, as Clerk or Apprentice to 25 he Re.

‘any fuchPublick Notary or Scrivenér, (being alfo a Publick Notary) as afore- fidue of Seven

faid, during the Refidue of the faid Term of Seven Years, then fuch Y h‘ﬁ,‘em

Service fhall be deemed and taken to be as good, effetual, and available, it fhall be ef-
fectual, if an

as if fuch Clerk or Apprentice had continued to ferve as a Clerk or Appren- Frt20. 12
tice for the faid Term of Seven Years to the fame Perfon to whom he was filed of the
originally bound; fo as an Affidavit be duly made and filed of the Jecond Con-
Execution of fuch Second or other Contrad or Contra&s, within the Time

‘and in like Manner as is herein-before direfted concerning fuch original

‘Contraét.

IX. And be it furthér enaCted, That every Perfon who, from and after Apprentices
ound after

the faid Firft Day of Augus?, fhall become bound as Clerk or Apprentice 4.y, 150,
as aforefaid, fhall, before he be admitted and inrolled a Publick Notary be}:‘;re Ad-ﬁl
according to this A&, make before, and file with, the proper Officer Rpidaviestiar
herein-before for that Purpofe mentioned, or caufe the Publick Notary, to tlw{ have
whom he was bound, to make and file an Affidavit that he hath aGtually 2 rved
and redlly ferved and been employed by fuch pradifing Publick Notary, to

wiiomn he was bound as aforefaid, during the whole Term of Seven Years,

according to the true Intent and Meaning of this Act.

X. And be it further ena@ted, That, from and after the faid Firft Day of [ 27 Netay
Aupuft, if any Publick Notary fhall a& as fuch, or permit or fuffer his iuch, or per-

Nime t6 be in any Manner uled for or on Account; or for the Profit and T bis Name.
Benefit, of any Perfon or Perfons not entitled to a¢t as a Publick Notary, and, the profic of
Complaint fhall b mad¢ it &' fammary Way to the Coury of Faculdes 20y Perfon |

\ . 0
: wherein agtasaNe. -
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wherein he. hath bcen admitted and- inrolled, upon Oath, to the
Satisfaction of the faid Court, that fuch Notary hath offcnded therein as
aforefaid, then ard in fuch Cafe every fuch Notary fo offending fhall be

ftruck oft the Roll of Faculties, and be for ever after difabled from pradtifing

as a Publick Notary, or doing any Notarial Aét ; fave and except asto any
Allowance or Allowances, Sum or Sums of Money, that are or fhall be
agreed to be made or paid to the Widows or Children of any deceafed
Publick Notary or Notaries, by any furviving Partner or Partners of fuch
deceafed Notary or Notaries. - :

XI. And be it further enacted, That, from and after the faid Firft Day of
Auguf?, in cafe any Perfon fhall, in his own Name or in the Name of any
other Perfon, make, do, alt, exercife, or exccute and perform, any A&,

"Matter, or Thing whatfoever, in anywife appertaining or belonging to the
.Office, Funétion, and Pra&lice of a Publick Notary, for or in Expeétation
.of any Gain, Fee, or Reward, without being admitted and inrolled,

‘every fuch Perfon for every fuch Offence, fhall forfeit and pay the Sum of

- Fifty Pounds, to be fued for and recovered in Manner herein-after men-

A& not to ex-
clude any
Perfo:, trom
Admiifion
who hzth been
bound on or
betore Ffan. 1,
*&os, for
Seven Years,
to any Notary
or Perfen who
has a&tually
jerved as
Clerk or Ap-~
pren.ice Szven
Years, theugh
not bound by
Centra&, &e¢.

tioned.

XIL. Provided always, and be it further enafted, That this A&, or any
Thing herein contained, fhall not be taken or conftrued to exclude any
Perfon from being fworn, admitted, and inrolled a Publick Notary, in the
accuftomable Court aforefaid, who hath, on or before the Firft Day of
Fanuary One thoufand eight hundred and one, been bound by Contraét in
Writing or Indenture of Apprenticefhip, to ferve as a Clerk or Appren-
tice to any Publick Notary or Scrivener, being alfo a Publick Notary,
or any Perfon’ who fhall have atually ferved in the Capacity of Clerk or
Apprentice to any Publick Notary or $crivener, being alfo a Publick Na-
tary, for the Term commencing before the Firft Day of Fanuary One
thoufand eight hundred and one, for the Term of not lefs than Seven
Years, notwithftanding fuch Perfon fhall not have been bound by Contra&
in Writing or Indenture of Apprenticethip, or that fuch Term of Seven
Years fhall not expire till after the faid Firlt Day of Augy/? ; and provided
that fuch Clerk or Apprentice fhall, within Six Months after the pafling
of this A&, enter into and become bound by Contra&t in Writing or Inden-
ture of Apprenticethip, to any fuch Publick Notary, and fhall atually
ferve for the Remainder of the Term of Seven Years : Provided always,
That an Affidavit fhall be previoufly made and filed, in Manner herein-
before diretted, of fuch atual Service for any Term not lefs than Seven
Years, to any fuch qualified Notary or Scrivener ; and every fuch Perfon
may, after the Expiration of fuch Term of Seven Years, and Affidavit of
fuch Service having been previoufly made and filed as before direted, be
fworn, admitted, and inrolled to be a Publick Notary, in the fame Manner

- as Perfons to be admitted, fworn, and inrolled Publick Notaries, are

Perfons ap.
plying fora
Faculty to
become No-
taries within
the Jurifdic- -
twa of the

hereby required to be fworn, admitted, and inrolled refpectively ; any
Thing in this A¢t contained to the contrary notwith{tanding.

XIU. And whereas the incorporated Gompany of Scriveners of London, by
virtue of its Charier, hath Jurifdi¢tion over its Members being refident
within the City of London, the Liberties of We/tminftcr, the Borough®
of Southwark, or within the Circuit of Three Milcs of the faid City, and
hath Power to make good and wholefome Laws and Regulations for the
) o o5t T . ) Government,
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Government and Controwl of fuch Mémbers, and the fid Company &f
Scriveners pradtifing within the aforefaid Limits, dnd #t is therefore expt:
dient that all Notaries refident within the Limits of the faid Charter, fhould
come into and be under the Jurifdittion of the faldd Company; be it
therefore enacted, That all Perfons who may hereafter apply for a Faculty
to become a Publick Notary, and pratife within the City of Lozwoa and
the Liberties thereof, or within the Circuit of Thtee Miles of the fanie
City, fhall come into and becomt Members, and take their Freedom of
the {faid Canipany of Scriveners, aicco'v‘din% to the Rules and Ordinarees
of the faid Company, on Payment of fuch and the like Fine amd Fets
as are ufually paid and payable upon the Admiffioh of Petfons to fhe
.Freedom of the faid Company; and fhall, previous to the ebtaining fuch
Faculty, be admitted to the Freedom of the faid Company, and obtsin a
.Certificate of fuch Freedom, duly figned by the Clerk of the farhe Com-
pany for the Time being, which Certificate thall'be produced to wye Maf-
ter of Faculties, and filed in his ‘Office prior to or at the Time of iffuing

gof
Company of
Scriveners,
fhiall pre.
Vionfly take
their Freedo
of the Coire

pany.

any Faculty to fuch Perfon to enable him to prattife within the Jurifdition

ot the faid Company.

 XIV. Provided neverthelef¥; ant it is bereby enufted, Tiibt nothing M
this A& contained fhall extend, or be conftrued to extend, to any Pro&or
in any Ecclefiattical Court in Englend ; nor to dny Secretary or Secretaries
to any Bithop or Bithops, merely pralifing as fuch Secretary or.Secre-
tatles; or to any other Perfon or Perfons neceflirily created 4 Notafy
Publick for the Purpofe of hokling or exercifing any Office or Appoinit-
ment, or oecaftonally performing any publick Duty or Service uinder Go.
vernment; and not as general Pra&itioner or Pradtitioners; any Thing
herein-before containied to the contrary notwithftanding ¢ Provided always;
That nothing Herein contained fhall extend, or be conftrued to exempt
any Proftor, being alfo a Publick Notary, from the Pains, Penalties, For-
feitures; and Difabilities, by this A& impofed upon any Publick Notary,
who fhall permit or fuffer his Name to be, in any Manner, ufed for, or
on Account, or for the Profit and Benefit, of any Perfon or. Perfons, not
entitled to adt as a Publick Notary.

XV. And be it further enatted, That nothing in this A& cofitiined fhall
extend, or be conftrued to extend, to prevent any Perfon who, oh or
before the pafling of this A&, fhall have been admitted as a Publick Notary;
from adting as a Publick Notary, or ufing or exercifing the Office of a
Notary in any Manner; or doing any Notarial A&s whatever:

XVL Andbeit furthet enafled, That all peciiniary Forfeitdrad and Pe:
nalties impofed on any Perfon or Perfons, for Offences committed agsinft
this AQ, fhall and may be fued for and recovered in any of His Ma-
jefty’s Courts of Record at Wefminfter, by A&ion of Debt, Bill, Plaint, or

nformation, wherein no Effoign, Protettion, Privilege, Wager of Law, or
more than One Imparlance fhall be allowed, and wherein the Plaintiff;
if he or fhe fhall recover any Penalty or Penalties, fhall retover the fame
for his or her own Ufe, with full Cofts of Suit.

XVIL And be it farther ena@ed, That if any A&ion or Suit fhall be
brought or commenced for any Thing done in purfuance of this Aé,
every fuch A&ien or Suit fhall be cemmenced within Three Calendar

¢ L ' Montbhs
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Months next after the Fa& committed, and not afterwards, and fhall be
laid and tried in the County wherein the Caufe of A&tion fhall have arifen,
and not elfewhere; and the Defendant or Defendants in fuch A&tion or
Suit, fhall and may plead the General Iffue, and give this A&, and the
fpecial Matter, in Evidence.at any Trial to be had thereupon, and that the
fame was done in purfuance and by the Authority of this A& ; and if the
fame fhall appear to have been fo done, or if any A&ion or Suit fhall be
brought after the Time limited for bringing the fame, or thall be laid in any
other County or Place than as aforefaid, then the Jury fhall find for the De-
fendant or Defendants; and upon fuch Verditt, or if the Plaintiff or
Plaintiffs fhall be nonfuited, or fuffer a Difcontinuance of his, her, or
their Adtion or Suit, after the Defendant or Defendants fhall have ap~
peared, or if upon Demurrer Judgement fhall be given againft the Plain-
tiff or Plaintiffs, the Defendant or Defendants fhall have Treble Cofts, and
fhall have fuch Remedy for the fame as any Defendant or Defendants hath
or have for Cofts of Suit in any other Cafe by Law, )

XVIIL. And be it further enaéted, That this A¢t fhall be deemed, adjudged,
and taken to be a publick A&, and fhall be judicially taken Notice of as
fuch by all Judges, Juftices, and other Perforis whomfcever, without {pe~
cially pleading the fame, )
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