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CAP. LXXIX.
An Aé for the better Regulation of Publick Notaries

in England. [27th Fune 1801.]
XX Y HEREAS it is expedient, for the better Prevention of illiterate Preamble.and inexperienced Perfons being created to at as, or admitted

to the Faculty of Publick Notaries, that the faid Faculty fhould
be regulated in England ; be it therefore enaéted by the King’: moft Ex-
cellent Mujeity, by and with the Advice and Content of the Lord: Spivi-tual and ‘l’emporal, and Commons, in this prefent Parliament affem! led,and by the Authority of the fame, That, from and after the Firit Lay of p: rom Aug.r,Auguft One thoufand eight hundred and one, no Perfon in “ngland fhall .80:, no P-+r-
be created to act as a Publick Notary, or ufe and exercife the Office of a may PavlandNotary, or do any Notarial Ad, unlefs fuch Perfon fhall have been duly Fubnck No-fworn, admitted, and inrolled, in Manner herein-after dire@ted, in the '#¥> les. : > duly admitted.Court wherein Notaries have been accuftomarily fworn, admitted, and
inrolled.

I. And be it further enaéted, That, from and after the faid Firft Day No Peronof Augu/? One thoufand eight hundred and one, no Perfon thall be {worn, fhall be ad-
admitted, and inrolled, as a Publick Notary, unlefs fuch Perfon thall 34 unlefshave been bound, by Contraét in Writing or by Indenture of
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fhip, to ferve as a Clerk or Apprentice, for and during the Space of
not lefs than Seven Years, to a Publick Notary, or a Perfon ufing the
Art and Myftery of a Scrivener (according to the Privilege and Cuftom
of the City of London, fuch Scriviner being alfo a Publick Notary), duly
fworn, admitted, and inrolled, and that fuch Perfon, for and during the
faid Term of Seven Years, fhall have continued in fuch Service; and
alfo unlefs every fuch Perfon who fhall, from and after the faid Firft Day
of Auguft, be bound by Contraét in Writing or Indenture of Apprentice.
fhip, to ferve as a Clerk or Apprentice to any Publick Notary or Scri-
vener, being alfo a Publick Notary, fhall; within ‘Three Months next
after the Date of every fuch Contraét or Indenture ofApprenticefhip,
caufe an Affidavit to be made and duly fworn by One of the fubfcrib-
ing Witnefles, of the a€tual Execution of every fuch Contraé or In-
denture of Apprenticefhip by fuch Publick Notary, or Scrivener (being
alfo a Publick Notary), and the Perfon fo to be boundto ferve as a Clerk
or Apprentice as aforefaid; and in every fuch Affidavit fhall be fpecified
the Names of every fuch Publick Notary or Scrivener (being a Publick
Notary), and of every fuch Perfon fo bound, and their Places of Abode
refpectively, together with the Day of the Date of fuch Contraé& or In-
denture of Apprenticefhip; and every fuch Affidavit fhall be fworn ard
filed within the Time atorefaid, in the Court where the Publick Notary,
to whom every fuch Perfon refpedtively fhall be bound as aforefaid, halk
have been inrolled as a Notary, with the proper Officer or Officers, or
his or their refpective Deputy or Deputies, who fhall make or fign a Me-
-morandum of the Day of filing every fuch Affidavit on the Back or at
the Bottom of fuch Contraét or Indenture.

III. And be it further enaéted, That no Perfon who fhall, after the faid
Firft Day of Auguft become bound as aforefaid, fhall be admitted or in-
rolled a Publick Notary in the Court' of Faculties for admitting and in-
rolling Publick Notaries, before fuch Afhdavit fhall be prodiced and
openly read in fuch Court, at the Time of fuch Perfon’s Admiflion and
Inrolment.

IV. And be it further enacted, That the following Perforis thall be
deemed and taken to be the proper Officers for taking and filing fuch
Affidavits; (that is to fay), the Mafter of Faculties of his Grdce the
Lord Archbifhop of Canterbury in London, his Surrogate or Commif-
fioners.

V. And be it further enaéted, That the Officer filing fuch: Affidavits’
as aforefaid, fhall keep a Book, wherein fhall be entered the Subftarice of
fuch Affidavit, fpecifying the Names and Places of Abode of every fuch’
Publick Notary, and Clerk or Perfon bound as aforcfaid, ard of the Per-
fon making fuch Affidavit, with the Date of the Contract or Indenture of:
Apprenticefhip in fuch Affidavit to be mentioned, and the Days of {wear-
ing and filing every fuch Affidavit refpeCtively ; and fuch Officer fhall be at
Liberty to take, at the Time of filing every fuch Affidavit, the Sum_of
Five Shillings, and no more, as a Recompence for his Trouble in filing
fuch Affidavit; and which Book {hall and may be fearched, in Office’
Hours, by any Perfon or Perfons whomfoéver, upon Payment: of One’

- Shilling for fuch Search.
of
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VI. And be it further enacted, That, from and after the faid Firft Day No Publick

of Auguff, no Publick Notary or Scrivener, being alfo a Publick Notary, have any Apsfhall také, have, or retain any Clerk or Apprentice who fhall become prentice, but
bound as aforefaid, after fuch Publick Notary or Scrivener, being alfo a whilehe fhallPublick Notary, fhall have difcontinued or Icft off, or during fuch Time tite.

ye
as he fhall not actually praGtife or carry on the Bufinefs of a Publick No-

VII. And be it further enacted, That every Perfon who fhall, from and Apprentice to
be actuallyafter the faid Firft Day of Augu/t, become bound by Contraé in Writing employed

or Indenture of Apprenticefhip to ferve any Publick Notary as hereby Seven Years‘dire€ted, fhall, during the whole Time and Term of Service to be fpecified gneg,
in fuch Contract or Indenture of Apprenticefhip, or during the Time and
Space of Seven Years thereof at leaft (if bound for a longer Term than
Seven Years) continue and be actually employed by fuch publick Notary or

: Scrivener, being alfo a Publick Notary, in the proper Bufinefs, Practice, or
Employment of a Publick Notary.

- VIII. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That ifany fuch Publick ff any Mafter
fhall die, or

Notary or Scriviner, being alfo a Publick Notary, to or with whom any fuch leave off Prac
Perfon fhall be bound, {hall happen to die before the Expiration of fuch

oFay
Term, or shall difcontinue or leave off fuch his Pra€tice as aforefaid5

or if thall be can-
fuch Contra& or Indenture of Apprenticefhip fhall, by mutual Confent of cell:d by mu.

tual Confent,‘the Parties; be cancelled; or in cafe fuch Clerk or Apprentice fhall be or any Ap-
‘legally difcharged before the Expiration of fuchTerm, and fuch Clerk or preatice thall

. . be legally dif.

Apprentice fhall in any of the faid Cafes, be bound by another Contract or chanting
Contraéts, Indenture or Indentures in Writing, to ferve, and fhall accord-

fuch
Cafes if

ingly ferve in Manner herein-before mentioned, as Clerk or Apprentice to fe) the Re-

‘any fuchPublick Notary or Scrivenér, (being alfo a PublickNotary) as afore- fidue of Seven

faid, during the Refidue of the faid Term of Seven Years, then fuch ae Ntaters,
Service fhall be deemed and taken to be as good, effectual, and available, it thali be ef-

as if fuch Clerk or Apprentice had continued to ferve as a Clerk or Appren- 4ush,if an
tice for the faid Term of Seven Years to the fame Perfon to whom he was filed of the

originally bound; fo as an Affidavit be duly made and filed of the fecond
Com

Execution of fuch Second or other Contraét or Contracts, within the Time
‘and in like Manner as is herein-before directed concerning fuch original
‘Contrada.

1X. And be it further enaéted, That every Perfon who, from and after
Apprentices

the faid Firft Day of Augu/t, fhall become bound as Clerk or Apprentice jyg.r, 1801,
as aforefaid, fhall, before he be admitted and inrolled a Publick Notary before Ad.
according to this Act, make before, and file with, the proper Officer rfidevitechat
herein-before for that Purpofe mentioned, or caufe the Publick Notary, to they have
whom he was bound, to make and file an Affidavit that he hath a@tually

{red

and really ferved and been employed by fuch practifing Publick Notary, to
whom he was bound as aforefaid, during the whole Term of Seven Years,
according to the true Intent and Meaning of this A&.

Seven Years.

Xx. And be it further enaéted, That, from and after the faid Firft Day of IfanyNotary
Auguf,if any Publick Notary fhall at as fuch, or permit or fuffer his tuch, or per-

Nameto be in any Manner ufed for or on Account, or for the Profit and ™t2's Name
Benefit, of any Perfon or Perfons not entitled to act as a PublickNotary, and the J

gue
of «
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wherein he. hath been admitted and: inrolled, upon Oath, o the
Satisfaction of the faid Court, that fuch Notary hath offended therein as
aforefaid, then and in fuch Cafe every fuch Notary fo offending fhall be
-ftruck off the Roll of Faculties, and be for ever after difabled from pradtifing
as a Publick Notary, or doing any Notarial Act; fave and except as to any
_Allowance or Allowances, Sum or Sums of Money, that are or fhall be
agreed to bemade or paid to the Widows or Children of any deceafed
Publick Notary or Notaries, by any furviving Partner or Partners of fuch
deceafed Notary or Notaries.

XI. And be it further enaéted, That, from and after the faid Firft Day of
Auguft, in cafe any Perfon fhall, in his own Name or in the Name of any

ing tothe OF other Perfon, make, do, act, exercife, or exccute and perform, any Ad,fice of a No.
tary without
being ad-
mitted, thall
forfeit 504

“Matter, or Thing whatfoever, in anywife appertaining or belonging to the
Office, Function, and Pradtice of a Publick Notary, for or in 'xpeétation
of any Gain, Fee, or Reward, without being admitted and_ inrolled,
every fuch Perfon for every fuch Offence, fhall forfeit and pay the Sum of
Fifty Pounds, to be fued for and recovered in Manner herein-after men-
tioned.

Aa not toex- XIl. Provided always, and be it further ena¢ted, That this At, or anyclude any
Pe:fou trom
Admuhon

Thing herein contained, fhall not be taken or conftrued to exclude any
Perfon from being fworn, admitted, and inrolled a Publick Notary, in the

who hth been accuftomable Court aforefaid, who hath, on or before the Firft Day ofbound on or
betore Yan. 1

3205, for
Seven Years,

Fainuary One thoufand eight hundred and one, been bound by Contraét in.
Writing or Indenture of Apprenticefhip, to ferve as a Clerk or Appren-

to any Notary tice to any Publick Notary or Scrivener, being alfo a Publick Notary,
or Perlen who or any Perfon who fhall have actually ferved in the Capacity of Clerk or
has actually
ferved as
Clerk or Ap-

Apprentice to any Publick Notary or Scrivener, being alfo a Publick No-
tary, for the Term commencing before the Firft Day of Yanuary Onegen

ice
Sever) thoufand eight hundred and one, for the Term of not leis than SevenYears, theugh
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Years, notwithftanding fuch Perfon fhall not have been bound by Contra&
in Writing or Indenture of Apprenticcfhip, or that fuch Term of Seven
Years fhall not expire till after the faid Firlt Day of Augu/? ;

and provided
that fuch Clerk or Apprentice fhall, within Six Months after the paffing
of this AG, enter into and become bound by Contract in Writing or Inden-
ture of Apprenticefhip, to any fuch Publick Notary, and fhall a€tually
ferve for the Remainder of the Term of Seven Years: Provided always,
That an Affidavit fhall be previoufly made and filed, in Manner herein-
before directed, of fuch a€tual Service for any Term not lefs than Seven
Years, to any fuch qualified Notary or Scrivener; and every fuch Perfon
may, after the Expiration of fuch Term of Seven Years, and Affidavit of
fuch Service having been previoufly made and filed as before directed, be
fworn, admitted, and inrolled to be a Publick Notary, in the fame Manner

-

as Perfons to be adimitted, fworn, and inrolled Publick Notaries, are
hereby required to be fworn, admitted, and inrolled refpectively ; any
Thing in this Act contained to the contrary notwith{tanding.

XII.-And whereas the incorporated Company ofScrivencrs of London, by
virtue of its Charier, hath Jurifdiftion over its Members being refident
within the City of London, the Liberties of We//minftcr, the Borough’
of Southwark, or within the Circuit of Three Miles of the faid City, and
hath Power to make good and wholefome Laws and Regulations for the

,

. Government,
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Government and Controul of fich Members, and the fatd Company of
Scriveners practifing within the aforefaid Limits, and it is therefore expe:
dient that all Notaries refident within the Limits of the faid Charter, fhould
come into and be under the Jurifdi€tion of the fatd Company; be it
therefore ena€&ted, That all Perfons who may hereafter apply for a Faculty
to become a Publick Notary, and pratife within the City of London and
-the Liberties thereof, or within the Circuit of Three Miles of the fame
City, fhall come into and become Members, and take their Freedom of
-the faid Conipany of Scriveners, according to the Rules and Ordinances
of the faid Company, on Payment of fuch and the like Fine and Fets
-as are ufually paid and payable upon the Admiflion of Petfons to fe
-Freedom of the faid Company; and fhall, previous to the obtaining. fuch
Faculty, be admitted to the Freedom of the faid Company, and obtain a

gor
Company of
Scriveners,
thall pre...
vienfly taketheir Freedom
of the Com-
pany.

Certificate of fuch Freedom, duly figned by the Clerk of the farne Com-- - - -
_pany for the Time being, which Certificate fhall’be produced to the Mad-
ter of Faculties, and filed in his Office prior to or at the Time. of iflumg
any Faculty to fuch Perfon to enable him to praétife within the Jurifdidtiott
af the faid Company:

XIV. Provided neverthelefs, ani it is hereby enated, That nothing mm

this A& contained fhall extend, or be conftrued to extend, to any Proftor
in any Ecclefiaftical Court in England ;_ nor to any Secretary or Secretaries
to any Bifhop or Bifhops, merely prattifing as fuch Secretary or.Secre-
taries; or to any other Perfon or Perfons rieceffarily created a Notary
Publick for the Purpofe of holding’ or exercifing any Office or Appoint-
ment, or oecafionally performing. any publick Duty or Service under Go-
vernment, arid not as general Practitioner or Practitioners; any Thing
herein-before contained to the contrary notwith{tanding Provided always,
That nothing lierein contained fhall extend, or be conftrued to exempt
any Proétor, being alfo a Publick Notary, fromi the Pains, Penalties, For-
feitures, and Difabilities, by this impofed upon any Publick Notary;
who fhall permit or fuffer his Name to be, in any Manner, ufed for, or
on Account, or for the Profit and Benefit, of any Perfon or Perfons, not
entitled to aét as a Publick Notary.

XV. And be it further enatted, That nothing in this A& cotitiined fhall
extend, or be conftrued to extend, to prevent any Perfon who, on or
before the paffing of this AG, fhall have been admitted as a PublickNotary;
from acting as aPublick Notary, or ufing or exercifingthe Office of a
Notary in any Manner; or doing any Notarial Aéts whatever.

XVI; And be it furthet enatted, That all pecitniary Forfeitures and Pe-
nalties impofed on any Perfon or Perfons, for Offences committed, againft
this A&t, fhall and may be fued for and recovered in any of His Ma-
jefty’s Courts of Record at We/tminfter, byAton of Debt, Bill, Plaint, or
Information, wherein no Effoign, Protection, Privilege, Wagerof Law, or
more than One Imparlance fhall be allowed, and wherein the Plaintiff,
if he or fhe fhall recover any Penalty or Penalties, fhall recover the fame
for his or her own Ufe, with full Cofts of Suit.

XVII. And be it further ena&ted, That if any Action or Suit fhall’ be
brought or commenced for any Thing done in purfuance of this AG,
every fuch A@ion or Suit fhall be cemmenced within Three Calendar

Months
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“Months next after the Fa& committed, and not afterwards, and fhall be
laid and tried in the County wherein the Caufe of Action fhall have arifen,
and not elfewhere; and the Defendant or Defendants in fuch Action or
Suit, fhall and may plead the General Iffue, and give this AG, and the
fpecial Matter, in Evidence. at any Trial to be had thereupon, and that the
fame was done in purfuance and by the Authority of this A@; and if the
fame fhall appear to have been fo done, or if any Aétion or Suit fhall be

brought after the Time limited for bringing the fame, or fhall belaid in any
other County or Place than as aforefaid, then the Jury fhall find for the De-
fendant or Defendants; and upon fuch Verdict, or if the Plaintiff or
Plaintiffs fhall be nonfuited, or fuffer a Difcontinuance of his, her, or
their Adtion or Suit, after the Defendant or Defendants fhall have ap-
peared, or if upon Demurrer Judgement fhall be given againft the Plain-
tiff or Plaintiffs, the Defendant or Defendants fhall have Treble Cofts, and
fhall have fuch Remedy for the fame as any Defendant or Defendants hath
or have for Cofts of Suit in any other Cafe by Law.

XVIII. And be it further enacted, That this Act fhall be deemed, adjudged,
and taken to be a publick A&, and fhall be judicially taken Notice of as
fuch by all Judges, Juftices, and other Perfons whomfoever, without {pe-
cially pleading the fame.

. .
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