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‘OHlPTSR 27.- •
An Act for the acquisition of a Site for .Public Offices in . 

or’ near Wliifeihail, and for other ifiurposes connected 
therewith, • * [6th August 1897.]

45 & 46 Viet. HEREAS-the Public OffitJits Site Acbf 1882, autli^rised the
e. 32. y y acquisition 2f pertain lands fqr Jbe purposespf the Admiralty

and War Office: • ‘ -
And whereas the proposal to’erect a new Wttf Office on the 

lands authorised to beacqniied under*that Act has been abandoned, 
and it is, therefore, expedient to provide a site for new buildings 
for the War Office and suqji other public offices as may be 
determined:

And whereas for. that purpose It is expedient that the Commis­
sioners of W<4-ks (in this Act (filled the*Commisqjoners) should be 

■ empowered to acquire certain lands *iiid Jiuildings situated in the 
parish of St. Martin-in-the-Fields, in the coun^^ of London :

And whereas* those. Iwids and buildings cannot be acquired 
without the authoijty of^afli^ment: - -

. • AniT whereas plans of the lands by this Act Authorised to be 
acquired and approprlated,^»d also botks of reference containing 
the names of the owneis and Jessees, oh. reputed owners and lessees, 
and of the occypiers of those lands, have been deposited with the 
clerk of the peace for the county of fiondon (which plans and 
books of reference are in this Act respectively referred to as the 
deposited plans and books of refereneg,): * •

And whereas the land proposed to be acquired under this Act 
is vested in Her Majesty as part of the hereditary land revenues 
of the Crown subject to certain outstanding leases, estates, and 
interests:

Be 11 therefore enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and 
by the antiiority of the same, as follows;

1. All the •estate and interest «f Her Majesty in the land 
delineated on the deposited plans and *deserib«d in the deposited 
books of reference shall, on the dai»e of, the payment of the con­
sideration payable for that estate and interest in pursuance of 
this A#t to the Commissioners of WcoJs (in jfchis Act refeired to 
as the date I'f completion) vest.in the Commissioners subject to 
any outstanding leases-, estate, or' interests therein, and the 
Commi.ssioners may purchase and eqquire, for the purposes of this 
Act, all or any of those outstanding leases, estates, aiy^interests.

2. —(1.) For the purpose of the purchase and acquisition of land 
under this Act the Lands cTau e,s Actsshall, subject to- the 
provisions of this Act, be incorporatei^ with this Act, with the 
following exceptions a^id modifi«ations

(a.) The provisions relating to the sale ’of superfluous land and 
access to the speclaS Act and- section one hundred and thirty-
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three of the Lands Clauses* Consqjidatiop Act, 1845 (relating 
to Iand»tax^nd poor rate), shall not be incojfporate'd with this 
Act: • . * • ■

(b.) In the construction <jf this Act, and of t]je incorporated 
Acts, this Act slwl be deeme’d to be »the • special Aet,” and 
the Commissioners shall be d*eemed* ^o be the “ promoters of 
the uijdertaking ' * • . ,

(c.) The bond required by section eighty-five of» tlie Lands s & 9 Viet. 
Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845, shjll be utider the Common 18. 
seal of the Commissioners, and shall be sufficient without the 
addition of the sureties njentioned in that section:

(d.) All claims for compensation made upon the Commissioners
' under tins Act, or any A^ct incorporated herewith, shall, if the 

person claiming has no greater Interest in th® land in respect 
of which compensation is claimed than as tenant from year 
to year, or as a leaseholder foroanyterm of which not more 
than eightsed montlw renj^in unexpired at the time at which 
the claim is made, be determined in nfanher provided by 
sectioi^ one huifdred and twvnfj’'-oi5i of the^Lands Clauses s & 9 Viet. 
Consolidation Act, 1845. • • “-18.

(2) The powers of the Commissioners for the comyJhlsorj 
purchase'of land under this Act shalj «eaje after the expiration 
of three years from the passing of *this Act.

3. —(1.) The consicferatioip payable to Her Majesty'for her estate Consideration 

and interest in ’the land "^^sted ini the Commissioner,s under this
Act shall, as soon as may be after the passing of this Act, be .Lands, 
agreed upon by the Treasury*anil the Commissioners of Woods, or 8 & 9 Viet, 
in default of agreement ascertained, having regard to the con- 
siderations mentioned in section sixty-three of the Lands Clauses 
Consolidation Act, 1845, by a surveyor appointed for the purpose 
by the Treasury. •

(2.) The consideration so payable to Her Majesty shall be paid to 
the Comniissfonei s of Woods, and shall be carried, to the account of 
the capital of the land revenues of the Crown and applied as part 
thereof.

(3.) The Appoi tiopinent ActfJ -1870, shall apply in the case of any 33 & 31 Viet, 
rents due in respect of the land vested in the Commissioners under 0. 35. 
this Act, and- those rents, if* accruing due before the date of 
completioij, shall be payable to the Commissioners of Wootls, and if 
accruing due after tj^^^t date shall be payable to the Commis’oners.

(4.) The Cohimissioners shall pay all co ds and expenses incurred 
’ by Her Majesty or by the Commissioners of Woods in relation to 

the valuation of the land or th^ testing thereof under this Act.
••

4. — (1.) The Treasury may issue out of the Consolidated Fund Issue ana . 
or the growing produce thereof siJch sums not exceeding in the
whole five hundred thousand pounds as may be required by the 
Commissioners for tire payftient of t^ie eonsidepation payable to Her Act. 
Majesty for her estate iwid interest in t! e laifd vested in the Com^ 
missioners under this Act, and fer the purqjiase and acquisition of
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the leases, estates, and interests, authorised to be purchased and 
acquired under tl^s Act, and for such ’purposes /jonaected with 
the acquisition of ths site of’the.new buildings for the War Office 
and olher publiq offices as the Treasury^ ma;^pprove.

(2.) The Treasury may; if th*ey‘ think flT, at any time for the 
purpose of providing” mpftey fcft’ the issue of sums out of the 
Consoliijated Fund under this Aclt, or the re)|)ayment to that fund 
of all or afty«part of the suras s<?issued, borrow money by means 
of terminable aunaitfes for such petifld not excee'Sing fifty years 
from the passing of this Act as th% Treasury may fix, and all sums 
so borrowed shall be paid into the Exchequer.

(3.) The said annuities shall be paid out of moneys provided by 
Parliament for the service of the Commissioners of Works; and, 
if those mobeys.are insufficient, sliall be charged on and paid out 
of the Consolidated Fund or the gjrowing produce thereof.

(4.) The Cqjnmissioners^shaH within «ix months after the end of 
every financial year in which mone^^ is isisued ufld»r this section, 
cause to be made (^at an account, ijf thS form required by the 
Treasury, showing the BBoney expended and* borrowed, and the 
securities created under tlws Act, and the accounts of expenditure 
ujider Miis Act shallTie audited amd reported upon bjj the Comptroller 
and Auditor General as appropriation ^counts in manner directed 

29g& 30 Viet, by the Exchequer and Audit Reptirtments Act, 1866.
Land tax.

69 & 60 Viet, 
c. 23.
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and Auditor General as appropriation ^counts in manner directed 
by the Exchequer and Audit^epsirtments Act, 1866,

5. —(1.) Any .land tax assessed on the firs>day of January one 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-seven.on any part of the land 
vested in the CoiftmissioDers under this Act shall, as from the date 
of completion, be deemed to have be^ redeemed at the»price and 
in accordance with the conditions provided by the Finance Act, 
1896, and the Land Tax Acts therein defined; and after the date 
of completion no sum shall be assessed or changed in respect of 
land tax on any part of the land so vested.

(2.) The Commissioners of Inland Revenue shall grant a 
certificate of exoneration from assessment to land tax of the lands 
so vested, and that certificate shall be registered by the officer 
appointedrfor the registry of contracts for the redemption of land 
tax.

6. —(1.) All rights of way, rights of lading dotm or of continuing
any pipes, sewers, or drains, on, thrcaigh,.or under, any of the land 
vested in f»r acquired by the Commissioners under the provisions of 
this AcT, and all other rights and easements ip or relating to that 
land, shall be extinguished, and. all the soil of those ways, and 
the property in the pipes, se'v^rs, and drains, shall vest in the 
Commissioners. ' • ,

(2.) Provided that any persons may recover from Commis­
sioners such compensation (if any) as ^ey may be entitled to under 
any of the p>rovisions of the Laflds Clauses Acts for, any rights or 
property of which they maybe deprived m pilrsuance of this section, 
and the amount of thqj; compensation shall be determined in manner 
provided by the Land^ Clauses Acts as modified for the purpose of 
their incornoration witluthis Act.
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• •
(3.) This section jSiall Jbe s’uhject, so far a% regards the sewers 

situated under the lands vested*,in the Commissioners under this^. 
Act, to the following provisions, namel^:— * *

(a.) The London County Council shall, on being required to do 
so by the Commissiondts, construct a new sewer on the lines 
coloured red on Ate plan signed by the Right Honourable 
Aretas Akers-Douglas, the chairman 6f the Committee of 
the House of Coyimona to*vhom the Bill for th^s A.ct was 
referr^, and the Council slmll proceed with all neasonable 
■despatch to «onstruct th* said sewer in •aceordance with the 
plans, specifications, and parti^culals, agreed between the 
Commissioners and the Council.

‘(b.) When and so soon as the said sewer is completed, with all 
necessary incidental workg and appliances, and connected with 
the existing sewer, so muoh oh the existing, sewers as are 
situate on the land .vested in the Commissioners under this 
Act may be removed aj,id dealt jyith. by them a§ they think

(<?.) The proper costs and expenses of the ®ouncil in the con­
struction of the »aid subsStuted sewes and necessary incidental 
works tod appliances shall be rej)ai1J to the ’Council by the 
Commissioners.

V. The Commissioners aiM thei,r sflrve^ylirs, officers, and work- Power to enter 
men may at all reasonable time in the daytime, on giving twenty- 
four hours’ notice in •writing, enter on any of the •land which is 
vested in the Commissioners, or which they are authorised to 
acquire under this Act, for lhe purpose of surveying or valuing the 
land. •

8. The Commissioners may erect all such buildings, execute 
all such works, and do all such other things, as may in their 
opinion be necessary or proper for the purpose of providing new 
buildings for public offices on the land vested in or acquired by 
them under this Act, and appropriating any such land for the 
purpose. *

9. —(1.) Where, in the removal or pulling down of any buildings Protection of 
or in raising or lowering the gjound of any street of*way for the anF*’ 
purpose of this Act, st is necftssary to raise, sink, or otherwise alter electricity 
the position relatively to tlje surface of the ground of any pipe, companies, 
wire, or other apparatus laid down or used by any gas’ water,
or electricity company, or connected with any house or building 
for the supply «f gas* water, or eleclricity—

(a) one month’s notice shall be "given to the company pre­
viously to the commencement of any such work; and

(b) the wor]i*shall be executed to the reasonable satisfaction of 
the engineer of the company, or in case of difference of an 
engineer to be selected by the Board of Trade ; and

(c) every such work shall be so executed as to cause as little 
inconvenience as’cirenmstances^will admit to the company; 
and
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(cZ) the Commissioners shall make compeuiSation to the company 
for all loss or damage,*if any^ which may be occasioned by the 
execution oiany of the works autfiorised by, this,Act.

(2.) For the purposes of Ibis section the expression “gas, water, 
or qlectricity company ” includes aijy pereon or body of persons 
supplying gas, water, or electrfeify. *

• • •
Application ef !(). The provisions 5f the Cojnmiesionejs of Works Act, 1852, 
of^rksActs andafiy,Aqt amending that Aet, sliall apply in the c^se of land 
15 & 16 Viet.' ' ’ ...................................... .
0. 28.
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vested in or acqivroi by the Comnussioners under this Act in like 
manner as in the case of •hi nd purchased under that Act: provided 
that the Commissioners si.all not, without the consent of the 
Commissioners of Woods, sell or exchange any estate or interest 
which is vested in them by virtue pf this Act and which was at 
the time of the. passing of tliis Aqt vested in Her Majesty as part of 
the hereditary land revenues of the Croqjn.

11. Any notice, sumAons,»writ, or ^ther document required to
be given, issued, o^ signed, ^y or behalf of bht Commissioners, 
may be given, issued or signed i>y tfie secretary or assistant 
secretary of the Comgiissioners, and neec? not be ^under their 
common seal. . • •
. • • •

12. If any person wilfully obstructs any person acting under the 
authority of the Commissioners in the fiiwful exercise of their powers 
under this Act, he shall for each offence be liable, on summary 
conviction, to*d fine not exceeding five pounds.

13. This Act may be cited as the’Public Offices (Whitehall) 
Site Act, 1897.

CHAPTER 28.
An Act to amend the Poor Law Officers Superannuation 

Act, 1896, as respects Pemale Nurses appointed after 
the commencement of the said Act. [6th August 1897.]

• • ■

Be it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consignt of the Lords Spiritual and 

Temponal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and^y the authority of the same, as follows: •

*• .1. Any female nurse appointed after the passing of this Act by 
any authority to whom the* Poor Law Officers Superannuation 
Act, 1896, applies, who shall wiflhtn two months from the date of 
her appointment signify in writing to such authority her intention 
not to avail herself of the provisiorfs. of the said Act, shall not be 
required to make, any contribution 4»r 'to submit to any deduction 
from her salary or wages under the said Act, and shall not be 
entitled to receive any superannuation allowance, gratuity, or other 
benefit under the said Act,

    
 


