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The above instrument was made using the powers in regulations SA(4) and 83A(2) of the
Public Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 2015; regulations 15A(4) and 108A(2) of the
Utilities Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 2016; regulations 8A(4) and 60ZA(2) of the
Concession Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 2016; and sections 1(1) and 4(1) of the Trade
Act 2021. The instrument is subject to negative procedure.

Purpose of the instrument

to fulfil a legislative requirement to update the reviewable financial thresholds for
Scotland’s public procurement procedures for the award of contracts for goods,
works and services which are subject to thresholds set by the World Trade
Organisation Agreement on Government Procurement (GPA).

to change the calculation of the estimated value of these procurements in relation to
VAT in order for Scottish public bodies to comply with the terms of the UK’s
membership of the GPA

remove an erroneous entry from the Public Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 2015.

Policy Objectives
1.

The instrument amends the reviewable financial thresholds of the Public Contracts
(Scotland) Regulations 2015, the Utilities Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 2016 and
the Concession Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 2016. This is to ensure that the
reviewable financial regulations are aligned with those specified by the GPA, which
public bodies in Scotland are subject to as part of the UK’s GPA membership.

The reviewable financial thresholds had previously been calculated using EU
methodology. The EU has an agreement with the United States where it unilaterally
deducts 13% from the GPA threshold in order to resolve a dispute concerning VAT.
This agreement allows the EU to maintain its internal policy of requiring the
calculation of the estimated value of a procurement to be exclusive of VAT. The UK
is no longer party to this agreement and must now use the standard GPA
methodology. This means that the Scottish Ministers must update the reviewable
financial thresholds without a 13% deduction and must make amendments to reflect
that the calculation of the estimated value of a procurement must include all forms of
payment, including VAT. The instrument amends the Public Contracts (Scotland)
Regulations 2015; the Utilities Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 2016; the
Concession Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 2016 to reflect this in order for the UK
to comply with its GPA obligations.

. The instrument removes the listing of ‘Regional Development Scotland’ from

Schedule 1 of the Public Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 2015. This is to remedy its
erroneous addition as part of the Public Procurement (Agreement on Government
Procurement) (Amendment) (No. 2) Regulations 2021 (SI 2021/872).




Explanation of the law being amended by the Regulations

4.

10.

The UK was subject to a package of procurement directives as an EU member state
(2014/24/EU, 2014/23/EU, and 2014/25/EU), which provided the legal framework for
the regulation of public procurement by public authorities and utilities for the award
of public contracts over specified financial thresholds to suppliers of works, goods
and services. These directives were implemented by the Scottish Ministers through
the Public Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 2015; the Utilities Contracts (Scotland)
Regulations 2016; the Concession Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 2016.

The relevant provisions of EU law continued to apply until IP completion day, 11pm
on 31 December 2021, as a result of the European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018 and
as amended by the European Union (Withdrawal Agreement) Act 2019.

The UK was a member of the GPA by virtue of its status as an EU Member State until
IP completion day. The GPA is a plurilateral agreement within the World Trade
Organisation framework, which includes the USA, Canada, the EU and Japan as
signatories. The European Commission reviewed and revalued the thresholds (for
example, for public works contracts, public supply contracts and public service
contracts awarded by central government authorities) on a biennial basis in
accordance with the EU’s obligations under the GPA.

On IP completion day, the procurement regulations which implemented the EU
directives and as amended by the Public Procurement (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit)
Regulations 2020, became retained EU law.

. The UK became an independent member of the GPA on 1 January 2021, implemented

by the Public Procurement (Agreement on Government Procurement) (Amendment)
Regulations 2021, which came into force on 11 June 2021. The Public Procurement
(Agreement on Government Procurement) (Amendment) (No. 2) Regulations 2021,
which came into force on 16 August 2021, made further amendments to Scottish
procurement legislation related to GPA accession.

This instrument amends the Public Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 2015, the
Utilities Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 2016 and the Concession Contracts
(Scotland) Regulations 2016 to provide for the biennial review and revision of their
reviewable financial thresholds as required under the GPA.

The reviewable financial thresholds were last updated in October 2019 and came into
effect in Scotland on 1 January 2020. Scottish Ministers must review the financial
thresholds every 24 months using the powers in: regulation SA of the Public Contracts
(Scotland) Regulations 2015; regulation 15A of the Utilities Contracts (Scotland)
Regulations 2016; and regulation 8 A of the Concession Contracts (Scotland)
Regulations 2016. The first review must relate to the 24 month period ending 31
August 2021, the resulting changes reflected in regulations made and laid before 1
November 2021 and coming into force on 1 January 2022. This must be done by
calculating the average daily value of sterling, relative to the special drawing rights
value specified by the GPA, over the 24 month period from 1 September 2019 to 31
August 2021.



11. This instrument amends the Public Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 2015, the
Utilities Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 2016 and the Concession Contracts
(Scotland) Regulations 2016. It changes the calculation of the estimated value of a
contract so that the total is no longer excluding VAT but is inclusive of all applicable
VAT. The GPA requires the total value of a contract to include all forms of
remuneration and makes no reference to a deduction for VAT.

12. The instrument remedies the erroneous addition of ‘Regional Development Scotland’
to Schedule 1 of the Public Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 2015 by the Public
Procurement (Agreement on Government Procurement) (Amendment) (No. 2)
Regulations 2021. This reflects the fact that ‘Regional Development Scotland’ has
never been a public body and that there are no known plans for such a public body to
exist. Its original addition was due to an administrative error in UK legislation and
this is the earliest legislative opportunity to remedy the situation.

13. Section 1(1)(a) of the Trade Act 2021 allows an appropriate authority (which includes
the Scottish Ministers), to make such provision as the authority considers appropriate
for the purpose of implementing the GPA. The powers in section 4(1)(c) allow for
incidental, supplementary or consequential provision. The Public Contracts (Scotland)
Regulations 2013, the Utilities Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 2016 and the
Concession Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 2016 provide one coherent set of rules
for contracting authorities, entities and economic operators on the basis of the GPA
thresholds. It would be impractical and create legal uncertainty to identify different
thresholds and different methods of calculating contract values, depending on whether
the procurement came within the scope of GPA coverage, which varies between
parties. The reviewable financial thresholds amended by this instrument therefore
apply to all procurement regulated by the three sets of procurement regulations. The
thresholds for small lots and light touch regime services are not reviewable financial
thresholds and these remain the same.

Consultation

14. There has been no public consultation as the changes made are minor and technical,
maintaining the current legislative and policy framework while ensuring the UK
meets international obligations in relation to the GPA. Regular discussions on the
content of this instrument have been held with the UK Government throughout the
drafting process. Where appropriate, the amendments to legislation set out in this
instrument are consistent with amendments which the UK Government is making to
its equivalent legislation.

Impact Assessments
15. Impact assessments have not been prepared for this instrument because the framework
and principles underlying the Regulations have not been substantially amended.
Modifications contained in this instrument have been minor and technical, made to
ensure the Regulations comply with the UK’s international obligations in relation to
the GPA.

Financial Effects
16. The Minister for Business, Trade, Enterprise and Tourism confirms that no BRIA is
necessary, as the instrument has no financial effects on the Scottish Government, local
government or on business.
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