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Cap. Ixxxiv.

An Act for the Amalgamation of the Reading
Union Gas Company and the Reading Gaslight
Company ; and for incorporating the Reading
Gas Company ; and for making further Provision
for the supplying of the Borough of Reading
and ‘the Neighbourhood thereof with Gas; and
for other Purposes. [30th Jure 1862.]

"HEREAS by an Act of the Sisth Year of William the Fourth, 6 &7 W. 4.
‘; 5/ intituled An Act for better lighting with Gas the Borough of © L
Reading and the Hamlet of Whitley wn the County of Berks,
by a Company to be called “ The Reading Union Gas Company ™ (in this
Act called the Union Company’s Act), the Reading Umon Gas Com-
pany (in this Act called the Union Company) were incorporated, for the
Purpose of supplying Gas within the Borough of Reading and Hamlet of
Whitley, and were authorized to raise a Capital of Ten thousand Pounds,
in Shares of Twenty Pounds each, and to borrow on Mortgage not
exceeding FKive thousand Pounds, and were authorized to make and
maintain Gasworks and to supply Gas accordingly : And whereas by an
Act also of the Sixth Year of Willzam the Fourth, intituled An Act for 6 &7 W. 4,
[ Local.] 18 F the & ¥
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the better supplying the Borough of Reading in the County of Berks,
and the Neighbourhood thereof, with Gas, (in this Act called the Gas
Company’s Act,) the Reading Gaslight Company (in this Act called the
Gas Company) were incorporated, for the Purpose of supplying Gas in
the several Parishes or Places of Saint Mary Reading, Saint Lawrence
Keading, Suint Giles Reading, W hitley, Sonning, Early, and Prlehurst,
in the County of Berks, and were authorized to raise.a total Capital of
Twenty thousand Pounds, in Shares of Ten Pounds each, and t¢ borrow
on Mortgage not exceeding Ten thousand Pounds, and to make and
maintain Gasworks and. to supply (as accordingly: And whereas the
Two Companies respectively have accordingly provided Gasworks, and
they respectively supply Gas within the Limits of the recited Acts respec-
tively : And whereas the Union Company have raised their whole Caplta.l
of Ten thousand Pounds by Shares, and their Mortgage Debt is'Two
thousand Pounds, and they have invested out of their divisible Profits
upwards of Two thousand five hundred Pounds in permanent Works:
And whereas the Gas Company raised a Capital of Ten thousand one
hundred and ninety Pounds by Shares, but they have lately bought and
cancelled Shares thereof to the nominal Amount of One hundred and
ninety Pounds, thereby reducing the nominal Amount of their Capital to
Ten thousand Pounds, and their Mortgage Debt is Six thousand
Pounds, and they have invested out of their divisible Profits upwards of
Two thousand five hundred Pounds in permanent Works: And whereas
the Two Companies are desirous, and it is expedient that they be amalga-
mated into One Company, in accordance with the Provisions of this Act:
And whereas it is expedient that the Limits within which the Company
formed by the Amalgamation may supply GGas be extended : And whereas
it is expedient that the recited Acts be repealed, and Parts thereof be
re-enacted, with Amendments: And whereas the Objects of this Act
cannot be attained without the Authority of Parliament: May it there-
fore please Your Majesty that it may be enacted ; and be it enacied by
the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent
of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present
Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the same, as follows;

(that is to say,)

1. This Act may for all Purposes be cited as Readmy Gas Act,
1862. ?

2. “ The Companies Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845,” except Sec-
tion 122 thereof, and * The Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845,
and ¢ The Lands Clauses Consolidation Acts Amendment Act, 1860,”
and “ The Gasworks Clauses Act, 1847, (save so far as any of the
Sections and Provisions of those Acts respectively are excepted or varied
by this Act,) are incorporated with this Act; provided that this Act
shall not authorize the Purchase of any Lands otherwise than by
Agreement.

.3' The
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3. The several Words and Expressions to which by the Aects incor-
porated with this Act Meanings are assigned have in this Act the same
respective Meanings, unless excluded by the Subject or Context; pro-
vided that the Expressions “ the Undertaking ¥ and ¢ the Works ™ in
¢« The Gasworks Clauses Act, 1847, include, for the Purposes of this
Act, all the Works by this Act authorized to be maintained and to be
made and ‘maintained respectively ; provided that the Words ¢ Shares”
and ¢ Shareholders,” in any of the Acts incorporated with this Aet, and
in this Act respectively, extend to and include * Stock” and ‘“ Stock-

holders.”

4. The Expression  Local Board” in this Act means the Local
Board of Health for the District of the Borough of Reading.

5. This Act may and shall be put in force within the following

Limits ; (that is to say,)
The Borough of Reading, and the several Parishes or Places of

Sonning, Earley, Whitley, Southcot, and Zhlehurst, all in the County
of Berks; and Caversham and Sonning, in the County of Oxford.

8. This Act shall commence and have Effect on and after the Thirtieth
Day of September One thousand eight hundred and sixty-two.

7. On the Commencement of this Act, but subject to the Provisions
thereof, the recited Acts are by this Act repealed.

8. The several Persons who immediately 'before the Commenecement
of this Act were the Shareholders of the Union Company and the Gas
Company (in this Act called the Two Companies) respectively, and all

other Persons who hereafter become entitled to Shares of the Capital of

the Company by this Act incorporated, and their Executors, Adminis-
trators, Successors, and Assigns, respectively, are by this Act united into
One Company, by the Name of * The Reading (Gas Company,” (in this
Act called the Company,) and by that Name shall be One Body Cor-
porate, with perpetual Succession, and a Common Seal, and with Power
to purchase, take, hold, and dispose of Lands and other Property for the
Purposes but subject to the Restrictions of this Act, and to make and
maintain Gasworks, and to manufacture Gas, and to supply Gas for
public and private Purposes, and to provide and supply Gas Fittings and
Gas Meters, and to manufacture, deal with, sell, and dispose of Coke
and other Residuum and Products arising from the Manufacture of Gas,
and to carry on all the Business of a Gaslight and Coke Company, and
in all other respects to carry this Act into execution.

9. On the Commencement of this Act the several Undertakings, and
all the Gaswarks, Buildings, Mains, Pipes, Meters, Plant, Works, and
Conveniences,

1
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Elf(;n(lﬁg? Coqvenienc.es, Lands, Istates, Moneys, Property, and Effects, Choses in
Company Action, Claims, and Demands whatsoever of or to which the Two Com-
vested in  panies respectively were, by virtue of the recited Acts respectively or
Lompany.  otherwise howsoever, immediately before the Commencement of this Aect,
seised or possessed, or in any way entitled, at Law or in Equity, or other-
vise howsoever, with the Appurtenances, are by this Act vested in the
Company as their Undertaking, Gasworks, Property, and Effects, but
subject to any Arrangements between the Two Companies with respect.
to the Disposal and Application of any of their respective Chattels and

Moneys.

Company to 10, From and after the Commencement of this Act, and except only
;?‘Eggﬁ““he as 1s by this Act otherwise expressly provided, the Company shall to all
Companies. Intents represent the Two Companies respectively, as if the Two Com-

panies and the Company had originally been and had continued without

Intermission to be one and the same Body Corporate.

gﬂsﬂlh‘t";_':;‘/; o 11, From and after the Commencement of this Act, and except only
Liabilities of 5 1S by this Act otherwise expressly provided, the Company shall be
present  subject to and shall satisfy or discharge all Obligations and Liabilities to
Companies.  which the Union Company and the Gas Company respectively imme-
diately before the Commencement of this Act were or but for this Act
would become subject, and shall bear and pay all the Expenses of and
incident to the winding-up of the Affairs of the Two Companies respec-
tively, and shall indempify their respective Directors, Shareholders,
Officers, and Servants, and their respective Representatives, from all
such Obligations, Liabilities, and Expenses, and all Expenses, Claims,

and Demands in that Behalf. |

g:iimlaf 12. Notwithstanding the Repeal of the recited Acts, and except only
i{,ightg under S is by this Act otherwise expressly provided, everything before the Com-
recited Acts. mencement of this Act done, suffered, and confirmed respectively under
or by the recited Acts respectively shall be as valid as if the Repeal
had not happened ; and the Repeal and this Act respectively shall ac-
cordingly be subject and without Prejudice to everything so done, suffered,
and confirmed respectively, and to all Rights, Liabilities, Claims, and
Demands, both present and future, which if the Repeal had not happened
would be incident to and consequent on any and every thing so done,
suffered, and confirmed respectively; and with respect to all such
Things so done, suffered, and confirmed respectively, and all such Rights,
Liabilities, Claims, and Demands, the Company shall to all Intents
represent the Two Companies, provided that the Generality of this Pro-

vision shall not be restricted by any other of the Sections and Provisions
of this Act.

13. Not-
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13. Notwithstanding the Repeal of the recited Acts, all the Pro- Provisions

visions of any and every Act of Parliament (other than the repealed
Acts) relating to the Two Companies or either of them, and their respec-
tive Directors, Officers, and Servants respectively, and on the Commence-
ment of this Act in force, shall, so far as the same are not inconsistent
with this Act, be of the like Force as if the Repeal had not happened,
and may be exercised, enforced, and enjoyed by and against the

Company and their Directors, Officers, and Servants respectively
accordingly.

14. Notwithstanding the Repeal of the recited Acts, all Purchases
Sales, Conveyances, Securities, Agreements for the Supply of Gas and
Meters, and for Permission to lay Pipes in Lands, and all Contracis
before the Commencement of this Act, made under the repealed Acts or
either of them, or with reference to the Purposes thereof or to the
Business of the Two Companies respectively, shall be as effectual to all

Intents, for, against, and with respect to the Company, as if the same had

been made by, to, or with respect to the Company, instead of the Two
Companies, or either of them, and may be proceeded on and enforced in
like Manner, to all Intents, as if the Company had been party or privy

thereto, or referred to therein, instead of the Party actually party or
privy thereto, or referred to therein.

15. Notwithstanding the Bepeal of the recited Acts, all Certificates,
Sales, Transfers, and Dispositions before the Commencement of this Act
made or executed under the recited Acts or either of them, of or with
respect to any Shares of the respective Capitals of the Two Companies,
and all Mortgages, Bonds, or Debentures granted by the Two Com-
panies respectively, and on the Commencement of this Act in force, shall,

for the Purposes of this Act, remain in full Force, and continue to be
available in all respeets.

16. Notwithstanding the Repfgal of the recited Acts, all Persous who
immediately before the Commencement of this Act owed any Money to
the Two Companies respectively, or to any Person on their respective
Behalf, shall pay the same to the Company; and all Monies which
immediately before the Commencement of this Act were owing by or
recoverable from the Two Companies respectively, or for the Payment
of which they were or but for this Act would be liable, shall be paid,

with all Interest (if any) due and payable or accruing for the same, by or
be recoverable from the Company.

17. Notwithstanding the Repeal of the recited Acts, any Action, Suit,
Prosecution, or other Proceeding, commenced either by or against the
Two Uompanies respectively before the Commencement of this Act, shall
not abate or be discontinued or prejudicially affected by this Act, but on
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the contrary shall continue and take effect both in favour of 4nd against
the Company, in the same Manner to all Tuténts as if this Act were not
passed, save only that the Company sha,ll be substituted therein for, the
Two Companies. -

——

8

. 18. Notwithstanding the Repeal of the recited Acts, all such
Penalues Damages, Moneys, Costs, and Hixpenses ds in case the Repeal
had not happened would under the recitdd 'Acts respectivelj be or
become payable to or recoverable by any Person shall, aftef the Com:

mencement of this Act, be payable by and recoverable in like Manner
and by like Ways and Means as if the Repeal had not h‘app’eﬂéd.

19. Notwithstanding the Repeal of the recited Acts, all Resolutions,
Orders, and Proceedings of General Meetings and Boards of Directors
which immediately before the Commencement of this Act were binding
on the Two Companies reSpecbwely, or their respective Shareholders,
Directors, Officers, or Servants, or any. of *themf, shall continue in fll
force, and be in like Manner binding on the Company, aﬂd their ShaI‘E-
ho]ders, Du'ectﬂrs, Ofﬁcars and: Ser‘vam aecardmg]y '

20. Notmthstandmg the Repeal of the reclted Acts all Books,
Whritings, and Documents |by the repealed Acts respectively directed or
authorized to be kept or made, and which if the Repeal had not happened
would be receivable in Evidence, shall be admitted in Evidence in all
Courts of Law and Equity and elsewhere accordingly.

21. Notwithstanding the Repeal of the recited Acts, every Officer and
Servant appointed by virtue of or acting under the repealed Acts respec-
tively shall hold and enjoy his Office and Employment, with thie Salary
thereto annexed, and be deemed an Officer and Servant of thé Company,
nntil the first Meeting of Directors which shall be held next after the
Ordinary Meeting of the Shareholders in the Month of February One
thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, =

22. The First Ordinary Meeting of the Company shall be held within
Six Months after the Commencement of this Act, and the subsequent
Ordinary Meetings shall be held hialf-yearly, in the Months of February
and Awugust in every Year, and the General Meetings shall be held at
Reading, or at such other Plage within the Limits of this Act as the
Directors from Time to Time appoint.

23. The Books of the Company shall be balanced up to the Thirtieth
Day of June and the Thirty-first Day of Lecember in every Year.

24. The yeatly Account in Abstract to be furnished by the Company
to the Clerk of the Peace shall, in addition to the other Matters reqtm ed
to
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to be comprised therein, specify precisely the Amount of the paid-up
Capital of the Company, and of the Money borrowed, and the Rates of
Dividend and Interest paid thereon respectively.

25. Where by the Notice convening an Ordinary Meeting of the g{iﬁg
Company Notice is given to the Shareholders of any special Business with Special
to be transacted or discussed at the Meeting, the Meeting shall for the g‘“{“e of

; : : usiness to
Purposes of this Act be deemed with respect to that Business to be an pe deemed
Extraordinary or Special Meeting of the Company, or a General Meeting extraordi-

specially convened for the Purposes of that Business. E:E' fhoiefli;;t

Business.

26. From and after the First Ordinary Meeting of the Company the Number,
Number of Directors shall be Nine, and the Qualification for a Director &c., of
shall be the Possession in his own Right of Shares or Stock, or both, of Drectors.
the nominal aggregate Amount of One hundred Pounds.

27. The Company from Time to Time may increase and reduce the f::;%‘fut;_
Number of Directors, but not below Five, nor above Nine. her of

Directors.
28. The Quorum of a Meeting of Directors shall be Five, or, if the Quorums.
Number of Directors be reduced to Five, shall be Three, and the Quorum
of a Committee of Directors shall be so many as the Directors at the
Time of appointing the Committee determine.

29. The several Persons who on the Commencement of this Act are First
the respective Directors of the Two Companies shall be the first Directors.
Directors of the Company, and they shall continue in Office until the
Close of the First Ordinary Meeting of the Company, when they shall
retire from Office, and at that Meeting Nine Directors shall be elected, a

Director appointed by this Act being, if qualified, eligible to be elected
by the Meeting. -

30. The Newspaper in which Advertisements relating to the Affairs Newspaper

of the Company may be published shall be any Newspaper published in ff;ﬁggg'
the Borough of Reading.

31. The Capital of the Company shall be Forty thousand Pounds, Capital.
consisting of the following Particulars ; (that is to say,)
Stock created by this Act to bear not exceeding Eight £,
Pounds per Centum per Annum Dividend - - 20,000
Stock created by this Act to bear not exceeding Five
Pounds per Centum per Annum Dividend - - 5,000
Shares to be created under this Act to bear not exceed-

Seven Pounds per Centum per Annum Dividend - 15,000

el e, Si—

£ 40,000

—-—

32. The
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32. The prescribed Rates of Profits under the Provisions, * with
respect to the Amount of Profit tq be received by the Undertakers when
the Gasworks are carried on fm their Benefit,” of “The Gasworks
Clauses Act, 1847, are as follows :

On the Twenty thousand Pounds Stock, Eight Pounds per Centum per

Annum :
On the Five thousand Pounds Stock, Five Pounds per C’mtwn per
Annum :
Un the Amount from Time to Time paid up in respect of the Fifteen
thousand Pounds Capital, Seven Pounds per Centum per Annum :
And if a larger Dividend shall be at any Time necessary to make up the
Deficiency of any previous Dividend which shall have fallen short of the
prescribed Rate, such Deficiency shall not be made up at any Time after
the Expiration of Two Years from the Period when the same occurred.

33. Ten thousand Pounds Stock, Part of the Twenty thousand
Pounds Stock by this Act created, and Two thousand Five hundred
Pounds Stock, Part of the Five thousand Pounds -Stock by this Act
created, are by this Act respectively appropriated to and vested in the
several Persons who immediately before the Commencement of this Act
were the registered Holders of the Five hundred Shares of Twenty
Pounds each of the Union Company’s Capital of Ten thousand Pounds,
and each of those Sums of Ten thousand Pounds Stock and Two thou-
sand five hundred Pounds Stock is so appropriated to and vested in
them respectively in rateable Proportion to their respective Shares of the

Union Company’s Capital.

34. Ten thousand Pounds Stock Residue of the Twenty thousand
Pounds Stock by this Act created, and Two thousand five hundred
Pounds Stock Residue of the I‘ive thousand Pounds Stoek by this Act
created, are by this Act respectively appropriated to and vested in the
several Persons who immediately before the Commencement of this Act
were the registered Holders of the One thousand Shares of Ten Pounds
each of the Gas Company’s Capital of Ten thousand Pounds, and each of
those Sums of Ten thousand Pounds Stock and Two thousand five
hundred Pounds Stock is so appropriated to and vested in them respec-
tively in rateable Proportion to their respective Shares of the Gas Com-

pany’s Capital.

35. All the Stock by this Act appropriated to and vested in the
Holders of the Shares of the respective Capitals of the Union Company
and the Gas Company shall be deemed to be fully paid-up Stock.

306. All Persons to and in whom any Portions of Stock are by this
Act appropriated and vested shall be possessed of and entitled to the Por-
tions of Stock approprinted and vested respeciively, upon the same

Trusts,
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Trusts, and subject to the same Powers, Provisions, Charges, and Lia-
bilities as the Powers, Provisions, Charges, and Liabilities upon and to
which their respective Shares of the Union Company’s Capital, or, as the
Case may be, of the Gas Company’s Capital, in respect whereof the Por-
tions of Stock are so appropriated and vested were immediately before
the Commencement of this Act subject; and the Portions of Stock so
appropriated and vested shall accordingly pass or be affected by any Will
or other Instrument disposing of or affecting those Shares of the Union
Company's Capital, or, as the Case may be, of the Gas Company's
Capital.

—m

37. The Company from Time to Time, when thereunto requested, Company to
shall issue to the Holders of the Portions of Stock by this Act appro- *°%° Certifi-

.t cates of
priated and vested Certilicates thereof. Stock.

38. Provided that the Company shall not be bound to issue to the Company
Holder of any Portion of Stock by this Act appropriated and vested any ?S‘;tg%“;fifﬁ
Certificate thereof unless or until he deliver to the Compauy to be can- cates till
celled, or show to the Satisfaction of the Directors, the Less or Destruc- ©ld ones are
tion of the Certificate of the Share of the Union Company’s Capital, or, delivered up.
as the Case may be, of the Gas Company’s Capital, in respect of which

the Portion of Stock is so appropriated and vested.

39. The Company, if and when they think fit, may require the Company
several Ilolders of the Portions of Stock by this Act appropriated and 27 210" 9
vested to exchange their respective Certificates of the Shares of the to be ex-
Umon Company’s Capital, or, as the Case may be, of the Gas Company’s changed.
Capital, for Certificates of the Portions of Stock appropriated and vested

in respect thereof.

40. Until the Company issue a Certifieate of a Portion of Stock so Old Certifi-
appropriated and vested, the Certificates of the Shares of the Union crtes avail-
) : , able until
Company’s Capital, or, as the Case may be, of the Gas Company’s ,ew Certifi-
- Capital, in respect of which the Portion of Stock is so appropriated and ecates issued.
vested, shall be available for evidencing the Ownership of the Portion of

Stock so appropriated and vested.

4]. The Company from Time to Time may, subject to the Provisions ¥ *’-'_'Wel‘ctﬂ_
of this Act, raise by the Creation and Issue of new Shares the Capital raise Lapital

by new
of Fifteen thousand Pounds by this Act created. Shares.

42. Subject to the Provisions of this Act, the Company from Time to Power to
Time, with the Approbation of Three Fifths at least of the Votes of the 351 Shares
) as preferen-
Sharcholders present in Person or by Proxy at any General Meeting tial Shares.
held for that Purpose, may create and issue any of the new Shares either
of one Class and with like Privileges, or of several Classes and with

[ Local.] 13 H different
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different Privileges, and respectively with any fixed, fluctuating, contin-
gent, preferential, perpetnal, terminable, or other Dividend, not exceed-
ing, in respect of such Preference Shares, the Rate of Six Pounds per
Centum per Annum, as the Company from Time to Time think fit, and
may from Time to Time fix as they think fit the Amounts and Times of
Payment of the Calls on the new Shares :' Provided always, that all the
Shares of the same Class shall be of the like Amount, and all the Shares
of the same Class shall confer like Privileges and bear like Dividend.

43. If in any Year ending with the Thirty-first Day of December
there are not Profits of the Company available for the Payment of the
full Amount of the preferential Dividend for that Year on any of the new
Shares, the Deficiency shall not be made good out of the Profits of - any
subsequent Year, or out of any other Funds of the Company.

44. Provided that any Preference or Priority in Payment of Divi-
dend granted in respect of any Share created under this Act shall not
prejudice or affect any Preference or Priority in Payment of Interest or
Dividend on any other Shares theretufore granted by the Company under
this Act.

45. If after having created any new Shares the Company determine
not to issue the whole of*the Shares created they may cancel the un-
issued Shares,

46. Where any Share of the Capital of the Company 1s declared for-
feited, and the Forfeiture is confirmed by a General Meeting of the
Company, in accordance with the Provisions in that Behalf of * The
Companies Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845,” and Notice of the I or-
feiture is given by Advertisement in the London Gazette, and in some
London Daily Morning Newspaper, and if the Company are unable to
sell the Share for a Sum equal to the Arrears of Calls, and Interest and
Expenses due in respect thereof, then and in every such Case, at any
General Meeting of the Company held after an Interval of at least Two

Months after the Notice is given, and if Fayment of all Arrears of Calls, -

with the Interest due thereon, and all kxpenses, be not made by the
registered Holder of the Share before the Meeting 1s held, the Company
may resolve that the Share, instead of being sold, shall be cancelled, and
the Share shall thereupon be cancelied accordingly.

4.7. A Declaration in Writing made by some credible Person before
a Justice, stating that a Sum of Money sufficient to pay the Arrears of
Calls, Interest, and Expenses due in respect of the Share could not be
obtained for the same on the Stock Exchange of the City of London
at the Time of the Cancellation thereof, shall be Evidence of the Fact

therein stated.

48. When
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48. When itis so resolved that any Share shall be cancelled, the
Owner thereof, from and after the passing of the Resolution, shall be
precluded from all Right and Interest therein; but the Cancellation of
any Share shall not affect the Liability of the last registered Holder
thereof to pay to the Company the Arrears of Calls and Interest due in
respect of the Share at the Time of the Cancellation thereof, or the
Powers of the Company to enforce Payment thereof by Action or other
legal Proceeding.

49. Provided that the Value of the Share at the Time of the Can-
cellation thereof shall be deducted from the Amount so then due; pro-
vided also, that if Payment of all Arrears of Calls, Interest, and Expenses
due in respect of the Share be made before the Meeting for confirming
the Forfeiture is held the Share shall revert to the Person to whom it
belonged at the Time of the IForfeiture thereof, and shall be re-entered on
the Register accordingly.

50. Where any Share of the Capital of the Company is declared
forfeited, or where any Sum payable on any Share remains unpaic, the
Company, with the Consent in Writing of the registered Holder of the
Share, and with the Sanction of a General Meeting, may resolve that the
Share shall be cancelled, and immediately thereupon the Share shall be
cancelled, and all Liabilities and Rights with respect to the Share shall
therenpon be absolutely extinguished ; but no Money shall be paid by
the Company for any such Cancellation.

)

B1. Where the Company under any of the Provisions of this Act
cancel any Share, they from Time to Time thereafter may create and
issue under this Act, instead of the cancelled Shares, other Shares of an
aogregate Amount not exceeding the Amount of what remained unpaid
on the cancelled Shares.

52. The Company shall, when any new Shares created under this Act
are to be issued, offer the same for Sale by Public Auction within the
Borough of Reading in such Manner, at such Times, and subject to such
Conditions of Sale, not inconsistent with the Provisions of this Act, as the
Company determine ; provided that at any such Sale the reserved
Price shall not be less than or exceed the nmominal Value of the Shares
offered for Sale.

53. The Intention to sell any such Shares by Auction shall be duly
advertised for Three successive Weeks previously to the Sale in some
Newspaper published in the Borough of EReading.

B4. All Monies received upon every such Sale by way of Premium
shall be applied for the Purposes of the Company, and shall not be
conmdmed a Part of the Capital of the Company entitled to Dividend.

55. When
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Auction and not sold, the same shall be offered to the then Shareholders
at Par, and in proportion as near as may be to the Amount of Capital in
the Company then held by the Shareholders respectively.

506. Every such Offer of Shares shall be made by Letter, under the

Hand of the Treasurer or Secretary of the Company, given to every
Shareholder, or sent to him by Post, addressed to him according to bhis
Address in the Sharcholders Address Book, or left for him at his usual
or last known Place of Abode in England, and every such Offer made by
Letter sent by Post shall be considered as made on the Day on which
the Letter in due Course of the Post ought to be delivered at the Place

to which 1t 1s addressed.

57. The Shares so offered shall vest in and belong to the Shareholders
who accept them or their Nominees. -

58, If any Shareholder fail for One Month after the Offer of Shares
to accept them, the Company may dispose of the unaccepted Shaves, by
Public Auction or Private Contract, to any other Persons, in accordance
with the Provisions of this Act.

59. Provided that where any Shareholder, from Absence abroad or
other Cause satisfactory to the Directors, omits to signify within the
Time by this Act limited his Acceptance of the Shares so offered to him,
the Directors, if they think proper but not otherwise, may permit him to
accept them notwithstanding the lime has elapsed.

60. For the Purpose of the Extinction or Reduction of Debts or
Discharge of Liabilities of the Company, they from Time to Time, with
the Sanction of a General Meeting specially convened for the Purpose,
may, in manner and subject to the Provisions of this Aect, dispose of
and issue all or any of the Shares as they think fit, and may apply the
Monies raised by means thereof in or towards the Extinction or Redue-

tion of Debt or Discharge of Liabilities accordingly.

61. Except as is by this Act otherwise provided, and subject to the
Provisions of this Act, the Company from Tlime to lime may dispose of
the new Shares at such Times, to such Persons, in such Manner, and on
such Terms and Conditions as the Company think fit.

62. Except as is by this Act otherwise provided, all the Portions of
Qtock and Shares of the Company’s Capital, and the Holders of the same
respectively, shall be subject and entitled to like, or like proportionate
Powers, Provisions, Liabilities, Forfeitures, Conditions, Rights, Privileges,
and Incidents, and those Portions of Stock and Shares respectively shall

confer
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confer on the Holders thereof respectively Rights of voting and Qualifi-
cation in proportion to the nominal Amoaut thereof respectively.

[

63. The several Persons from Time to Time registered as the Holders Dividends
of the Portions of Stock and Shares of the Company’s Capital shall be Eﬁaséﬁes.
entitled to Dividends at the Rates payable thereon proportioned to the
Awmount from Time to Time paid up thereon, or in accordance with this
Act deemed to be paid up thereon.

64. For the Purpose of voting, the Amount of Capital of the Com-
pany, represented by all the Stock, or by all the Shares, or by all the
Stock and all the Shares, held by any recistered Holder thereof shall
be considered as divided into so many Ten Pound Shares as that
Amount will admit, and the Right of voting of every registered Holder
shall be determined by the Number of Ten Pound Shares (rejecting
Fractions) into which the Awmount of Capital from Time to Timie so held
by him is capable of being divided.

65. If any Money be payable to a Sharcholder being a Minor, Idiot, Receipts for
or Lunatic, the Receipt of his Guardian or Committee shall be a suffi- nors, &e.
cient Discharge to the Company for the same.

66. The Company may from Time to Time Lorrow and reborrow on Power to
Mortgage any Sums which (inclusive of so much of the Mortgage Debts ]I:;‘;’TW on
of the Union Company and the Gas Company respectively as is from THesses
Time to Time undischarged) do not exceed in the whole Ten thousand
Pounds: Provided, that the Company shall not horrow any Sum ex-
ceeding Llight thousand Pounds until the whole of the additional Capital
of Fifteen thousand Ponnds by this Act authorized to be raised by new
Shares is subscribed for or taken, and One Half thereof is actually paid
up, and the Company shall have proved to the Justice who is to certify
under the Fortieth Section of the Companies Clauses Consolidation Act,

18435, before he so certifies, that the said Sum of Fifteen thousand
Pounds 1s subseribed for or taken, and is held by Subscribers or their
Assigns, and that such Subscribers or their Assigns arve legally Kable; and
provided that nothing in this or the incorporated Acts contained shall
authorize the Company to raise the satd Sumn of Ten thousand Pounds,
or any Part thereof, by creating new Shares of the Company instead of
borrowing the same, or having borrowed the same to continue at Interest
only a Part of the said Sum and to raise Part thercof by creating new

Shares,

67. The Company from Time to Time may reborrow under this Act, Power to
as Part of the Moneys by this Act anthorized to be borrowed, all or any Company to
- Part of the Amount of the Mortgage Debts of the Union Company and reborrow,
the Gas Company respectively.
- [Local.] 13 T 68. All
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68. All Mortgages before the Commencement of this Act granted
by the Unton Company and the (Gas Company respectively, and on the
Commencement of this Act in force, shall during the Continuance thereof
respectively, and with respect to the Property comprised therein, have
Priority over all Mortgages granted by the Company under this Act.

69. The Mortgagees of the Company under this Act may enforce
the Payment of the Arrears of Interest or of Principal and Interest dne
on their Mortgages by the Appointment of a Receiver, and the Amount
to authorize a Requisition for a Receiver 1s One thousand Pounds.

70. Al) and every Part of the Monies from Time to T ime raised by
the Company by Shares and by borrowing under this Act shall be applied
only for Purposes by this Act authorized.

¢ .

71. The Company may maintain and use for the Purposes of this
Act the Gasworks and Lands which immediately before the passing of
this Act belonged to the Two Companies respectively, and which by this
Act are vested in the Company, those Gasworks and Lands being the
following ; (that is to say,) the Gasworks and Land belonging to the
Union Company, being sitvate in the Parish of Saint Griles, Reading,
adjoining to the River Kennet, and bounded Northwardly by that River,
Southwardly by the King's Road, Eastwardly by Land of William Palmer,
and Westwardly by Land in the Occupation of Messieurs Huntley and
Palmer, and the Gasworks and Land belonging to the Gas Company,
being situate in the Parish of Saint Giles, Reading, adjoining to the
River Kennet, and bounded Northwardly by Simonds’ Ditch, dividing the
Parish of Saint Giles from the Parish of Sawnt Mary, Reading, South-
wardly by the River Kennet, Eastwardly by a Stream running into that
River, and Westwardly by a narrow Strip of Ground abutting on a Wharf
belonging to the Gas Company,

79. The Company, from Time to Time, may improve and enlarge
those Gasworks respectively, and erect and provide all necessary and
proper Buildings, Machinery, Apparatus, and Conveniences connected
therewith on those Lands respectively, as the Company from Time to
Time think requisite, and may maintain, improve, alter, pull down, and
re-erect any of their Works and Conveniences.

73. The Company may continue and maintain the Gas Mains and
Pipes by this Act vested 1n them, and from Time to Time may lay down
and renew Gas Mains, Gas Pipes, and other Works for the Supply of
Gas within the Limits of this Act, and for that Purpose, and subject to
the Provisions of this Act, may open, break up, cross, divert, and stop.

“up, when and as it is requisite for the Purposes of this Act with respect

to the Supply of Gas so to do, any Streets within the Limits of this Act,
and
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and may do all other Things necessary for supplying Gas within the
Limits of this Aet.

74. The Company from Time to Time may, subject to the Provisions Tower to

. : . . C any t
~ of this Act, enter into and carry into effect all such Contracts with Cor- mﬂ?ﬁ;’;‘? ?

porations, Public Bodies, Commissioners, Companies, and Persons with with public

respect to a supply of Gas or Fittings or Meters by the Company, and gﬁdéisépﬁ‘;'
on such Terms and Conditions as they think fit. of Gas.

75. The Company, at their own Expense, shall, whenever so required As to lighi-
by the Local Board of Health for the District of the Borough of Reading }?fm%;l_)hc
(in this Act called the Local Board), provide, lay down renew, and
maintain all Main and Service Pipes, and other Apparatus necessary for
the Purpose of and in a proper Manner conveying Gas for lighting the
public Lamps from Time to Time required by the Local Board to be
lighted in the Streets within the Borough of Heading, those Main and
Service Pipes and other Apparatus to be constructed of the best Ma-

terials, and so as not to suffer any Interruption of the proper Supply
of Gas.

76. The Company, at their own Expense, shall, whenever and at Power to
such Places within the Borough of Reading as the Local Board require, i?ﬂ%““? tor
erect, set up, and fix all such Lamps, Lamp Posts, Brackets, and Irons Lamps.
as the Local Board provide, and shall from Time to Time, on Request of
the Local Board, remove or alter the Situation of the Lamps respectively,
andeshall provide and furnish the Lamps with proper and sufficient
Service Pipes, Stop Cocks, and all other Apparatus except Burners,
necessary for the proper lighting thereof, or for communiecating with the
Company's Mains or Pipes: Provided that where any Removal or
Alteration of a then existing Lamp does not invoilve an Increase of the
Number of Lamps, the Local Board shall pay the Cost of the Labour

employed in making the Removal or Alteration, but of the Labour only..

77. The Local Board, at their own Iixpense, shall provide their own Local Board
Lamps, and the Lamp Posts, Burners, Brackets, and Irons required for 7 EI::OJ;?
the same, and shall light and extinguish the Lamps, and keep the same TLamps.
in good Repair and Condition ; but the Local Board may contract with
the Company, or any other Person, for providing and keeping in repair
the Lamps, Lamp Posts, Burners, Brackets, and Irons, and for lighting
and extinguishing the Lamps, or for any of those Purposes.

78. The Company shall, when required by and at the Expense of the Company to
Local Board, light and extinguish the public Lamps from Time to Time light Lamps,
required by the Local Board to be lighted, and upon such Terms and
Conditions as to the Expense to be charged for the same and otherwise
as shall from Time to Time be agreed upon between the Local Board

and
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and the Company, or in default of Agreement as shuu be settled by
Arbitration as provided by this Act.

—

. 79. The Company shall at all Times well and effectually supply with
Gas all and every of the public Lamps in Streets within the Borough of
Reading which the Local Board from Time to lime may require to be

~ lighted, and shall, according to the Terms and Provisions of this Aet,

supply to the said Lamps, at a Rate not exceeding the Rate by this Act
limited for Gas supplied to public Lamps, so much Gas as the Local
Board may require : Provided that the Company shall not be compel]éd
to light any Street with Lamps at a Distauce from each other greater
than Eighty Yards.

80. If and whenever the Company wilfully fail to supply Gas as by
this Act required to all or any of the public Lamps they shall, on a sum-
mary Conviction before Two Justices, forfeit and pay to the Local Board
such o Sum, not exceeding Twenty Pounds for every Offence, as the
Justices think fit, and o further Penalty not exceeding Five Pounds for
every Day after such Conviction during which the Oftence continues.

81. The Company, at the Request of any Owner or Occupier of any
House, Part of a House, Factory, or other Premises within Iifty Yards
of which any Main Gas Pipe of the Company is then laid, shall furnoish

to him a sufficient Supply of Gas for the Premisesat a Rate not exceeding

the Rate by this Act limited, and in order thereto shall provide and lay
all proper and sufficient Communication, Service, and other Pipes Yrom
and communicating with the Main up to the Premises; and if the Com-
pany fail to supply the Gas to him within a reasonable Time after such
Request, then and in every such Case, on Proof before any Two Justices
of the Failure, the Company shall forfeit such Sum not exceeding I'wenty
Poands as the Justices think fit: Provided that the Company shall not
be bound to supply any Gas under the foregoing Provision unless the
Party requiring it contract for not less than L'wo Years to pay Gas
Rates in respect of the Supply to an Amount equal to Ten Pounds per
Contum per Annum upon the Outlay of the Company : Provided also,
that the Expense of laying all necessary Service Pipes beyond Sixty Ieet
eom the Main shall be borne by the Person so requiring the same to be
1aid, and the estimated Cost thereof if required by the Company shall be
paid by him in Advance, and in case of Difference between him and the
Company as to the Cost the same shall be settled by a Justice: Provided
also, that nothing 1n this Act shall render it compulsory upon the Com-
pany to lay any Service Pipes in private Property, or to supply Gas
where it would be necessary to lay the Service Pipe in private Property
and it is not laid by the Person requiring the Supply and made available

for the Purpose of the Supply.
82. Any




25° & 26° VICTORIZE, Cap.lxxxiv. 1141

Readmg Gas Act, 1862.

82. Any Person having or requesting to have a Supply of Gas from Security for

the Company shall, if and when so required in Writing by them, and g“ﬁ'me“t of
: . : : _ : ate

before he 1s entlt.led to have the Pipes provided and laid, or to have a

Supply of Gas provided or continued, give to them such Security for the

Payment of the Rate for the Gas to be supplied to him as he and the

Company agree on, or as in default of Agreement shall be determined

as by this Act provided; but the Company shall not at any Time be

entitled to discontinue the Supply of Gas to any Person then having a

Supply until such Person shall have failed to give the Security for Seven

Days after the same shall have been agreed on or determined as aforesaid,

and the Company shall on a summary Conviction before a Justice forfeit

and pay to such Person not exceeding Five Pounds for every Day during

which such Supply shall be discontinued contrary to this Provision.

83. Where any such Person and the Company do not agree on the Justice may

Security to be given the same shall be determined by a Justice, and any b?termmﬁ
ature of

single Justice shall, on the Application of the Person and the Company, Security.

or either of them, determine the Nature and Amount of the Security to

be given, and the Security may as the Justice thinks fit be the Deposit

" with the Company, or with any Person approved by the Justice, or the

Prepayment to the Company of a Sum of Money, or any other Security

which the Justice thinks sufficient and reasonable, and the Determination

of the Justice shall be binding on all Parties; provided, that if the

Security be the Deposit with the Company of a Sum of Money, the Com-

pany shall pay Interest thereon to the Consumer, at such Rate and for

such Time as the Justice determines,

84. If and whenever the Company, not being entitled to require or Penalty on
not having required any Security, wilfully fail for Seven Days after being gzﬁlfr?ggﬂr
thereunto required in Writing by any such Person, or when the Security Supply.
agreed on or determined by the Justice 1s given, wilfully fail for Seven
Days thereafter to provide and lay all proper and sufficient Communi-
cation Service and other Pipes, or to furnish a Supply of Gas pursuant
‘to the Provisions of this Act, the Company shall on a summary Con-
viction before a Justice forfeit and pay to the Owner or Oeccupier not
exceeding Iive Pounds for every Day after the Expiration of Seven Days

during which the Failure continues.

85. Notwithstanding anytbing in this Act any Director may enter Directors

into Contracts with the Compapy with respect to a Supply of Gas or ﬁ;"t{]‘"‘g’;ﬁa“
Meters, or with respect to the Purchase of any Product arising from the pany.
Manufacture of Gas; provided that no Director shall vote on any Con-

tract in which he is interested either individually or by his Partner.

86. The highest Charge of the Company for Gas supplied by them Limit of
shall not at any Time exceed the Rate of Six Shillings and Sixpence for Price of
[ Lncal. ] 13 K One

Gas.
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One thousand Cubic Feet: Provided that the Chargés for Gas supplied
by them within the Borough of Reading shall not at any Time exceed
the following Rates per One thousand Cubic Feet; (that is to say,)

To Consumers of less than Ten thnusand Cublc Feef half-— 5. d,

yearly - - - - 2500
To Consumers of Ten thousand but 1353‘ tha,n Twenty ﬂ:mu-

sand Cubic Feet. haif-yearly -~ = ' - 4 9
To Consumers of Twenty thousand biit Iess than Farty *ﬁhon-— R

said Cabic Feet half-yearly’ =~ *' % - . B
To Consumers of Forty thousan& Cnbm Feet or upwa&ds B

half. yearly - ~ W - - - 4 '8
For Gas supplied to pubhc La.mps e e s - 8 7

Numinating 87, All the Gas supplied by the Company shall be of such Q,uahty

E‘;:’BP of a5 to produce from an Argand Burner having Fifteen Holes and a
Seven-inch Chimney (the Model of which has been deposited with the
Clerk to the Local Board and the Clerk of the Peace for the BurUUgh of
Reading 1espect1ve]y) and consuming Five Cubic Feet of Gas an Hour,
a Light equal in Intensity to the Light produced' by Tielve Sperin
Candles, each burning One handred and twenty Grains an ﬁ%}ﬁr and
shall be so far free from Sulphuretted Hy(]mﬂren 4 not to discolour
moistened Test Pape.t imbued with Acetdte or Carbonate of Lead when
this Test t’qper 18 expmed for Oné Minute to'a Current of Gas, and shall
not contain more than Five Grams of Ammonia, or'more than Twenty
Grains of Sulphur in any Form in One hundred Cubic Feet of Gas':
Provided that the Company and the Yocal’ Board may from Time to
Time agree upon any other Mode or Test by which to ascertagn the
Iluminating Power or Purity of the Gas, or may vary thé” Amotints of
Ammonia or Sulphm allowed, and ‘the Compan}' shtu,]l be liable durmg
the Continuance of every such Agreement to have their Gas tested in
the Manner prescribed by the Agreement instead of in the Manner by

this Act preseribed.

Experi- 88. The Company, within Three Months after the passing of this
Eee';;fl Act, sball erect in some “convenierit Building to be provided by the

Local Board, the Bmldmg to be agreed upon between the Company
and the anal Board, or in case of Difference between them to be fixed
by Two Justices upon the Applicatipn of either Party after Notice of the
‘Application . t.D the other Party, an EKpErlmental Metér connécted " with
a Main from' the Company’s Works, if but One, or from each of their
' * Works if more than One, and furnished with an Argand ‘Buarner having
Fifteen Holes, and a Seven-inch Ghlmney, similar in every. Tespect to the
Model deposited with the Clerk of the Local Board and the Clerk of the
Peace for the Borough of Reading respectively, and with other proper
and sufficient Apparatus for testing the Illuminating Power and Purity

of the Gas, and the Company shall at all Times keep and maintain
the
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the Experlmental Meter and Apparatus in good Repalr and warklng*

Order

39. If and whenever any Justice receives a Requisition signed by
the Clerk to the Local Board, or by Five or more Consumers of Gas
supplied by the Company, complaining that the (as supplied by them
is not of the Illuminating Power or of the Purity by this Act prescribed,
such Justice may by Order in Writing appoint some competent Person,
not heing a Member .or Officer or Sewant of the Company, to have Access
to the Experlmental Meter and other Apparatus, and make Experiments
on the Illuminating Power and Purity of the Gas; and the Person so
appointed shall be entitled to have such Access and to make the LExpe-
riments accordingly ; and if and whenever it be proved to the Satisfaction
of Two Justices, after Summons served upon the Company, that the Illu-
minating Power or Purity of the Gas supplied by them did not when so
tested equal the Illuminating Power or Purity by this Act prescribed, or
that the Company or any of their Officers in any way prevented or hin-
dered the making of the Iixperiments, then the Company shall, upon
summary Conviction before the Justices, forfeit such Sum not exceeding
Twenty Pounds as the Justices determine : Provided that the Company
shall not be liable in any Penalty if they shall prove to the Satisfaction
of the Justices that the Defect in Illuminating Power or Purity arose
from any Cause beyond the reasonable Control of the Company

90. Where on the Hearing, and whether or not the Company have
appeared, it appears to the Justices that the Complaint or any Part
thereof is well founded, they shall make an Order declaring that it
is well founded, and ordering the Company to pay any Penalties thereby
incurred, and to remove within a reasonable Time the Grounds of Com-
plaint, and they may by the Order direct that any specific Acts shall be
done by the Company for removing the Grounds of Complaint, and they
may make any Order for the Payment of the Costs in accordance with
the Provisions in that Behalf of this Act; and all Orders so made shall
be final and binding on all Parties.

O1. When the Company are served with any Order so made they
shall within the Time limited by the Order remove the Grounds of Com-
plaint thereby declared to be well founded, and pay the Penalties and

the Damages (if any) and Costs (if any) thereby ﬂldeled to be paid by
- them.

02, In the event of any Penalty being imposed on the Company,
then the Costs of all Parties of and attending the Testing of the Gas,
including the Remuneration to be paid to the Person so testing the
Gas and the Costs of the Proceedings before the Justices, shall be ascer-
‘tained by the Justices, and shall' be paid with the Penalty by the Com-
pany; but in the event of the Gas being found, when tested, to be of

not
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not less Illuminating Power nor of less Purity than by this Act pre-;
seribed, then those Costs shall be ascertained by the J ustices, and shall be:
paid by the Local Board, or by the Consumers signing the Requisition,

as the Case may be, and in either Event the Costs so ascertained shall
be paid or levied accordingly.

93. The Company, unless prevented by necessary Repairs or una-
voidable Accidents, shall at all Times keep all their Main Pipes and
Branch Communication and Service Pipes fully charged with Gas at a
sufficient Pressure, and the Stop Cocks shall be so made and turned

as not to prevent the Branch or Service Pipes being at all Times so
charged.

94. The Gas supplied to the public Lamps within the Borough of
Leading shall be consumed either by Meter or otherwise, at the Option
from Time to Time of the Local Board, and in case of its being con-
consumed by Meter the Meters shall be provided by the Local Board
at their Expense, but the Company shall not at any Lime require that

Meters be affixed to more than One Lamp in every Twelve Lamps then
supphed with Gas under this Aect.

95. If and whenever any Difference shall arise between the Com-
pany and the Local Board, either as to the Lamps to which Meters shall
be attached or as to the Mode or Places of attaching the same, or as to
the Number -or Description of the Meters, or as to the Registration or
taking the Registration of the Meters, or as to the Burners to be used
at the Lamps, or as to the Expense to be charged by or paid to the Com-
pany for lighting and extinguishing the Lamps, or as to the Amount to
be paid for Gas supplied to the Lamps, or with reference to any other
Matter or Thing relating to the Supply of Gas to or the lighting of the
public Lamps, the Subject in difference shall, except when otherwise
provided by this Act, be settled by Arbitration under the Provisions in
the Companies Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845, with respect to the
Settlement of Disputes by Arbitration : Provided that upon any and every
Arbitration as to the Amount to be paid for Gas supplied to the public
Lamps, whether in conjunction or not with any other of the Matters
aforesaid, and whether the Gas so supplied be or be not consumed by
Meter, the Arbitrators or Umpire shall ascertain or estimate as nearly
as may be the Quantity of Gas consumed or likely to be consumed by
the public Lamps during the Period to which the Arbitration refers,
and the Arbitrators or Umpire shall not fix or charge a higher Price for
the Quantity of Gas so ascertained or estimated than after the Rate of
Three Shillings and Sevenpence for One thousand Cubic Feet.

96. Every Consumer of Gas supplied by the Company, other than
the Local Board, shall, on being thereunto required by Notice in Writing
from the Company, consume the Gas by Meter.

97. Subject
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97. Subject to the Provisions of this Act, the Company may provide MeterRents.
and supply Meters for the Consumption of Gas at such reasonable Rents
or on such other Terms and Conditions as are from Time to Time agreed
on between the Company and the Consumer.

98. The Company shall, at their own Expense, provide and furnish Company to
to every Consumer of (Gas other than the Local Board, when thereunto %immh
required by Notice in Writing from the Consumer, a Meter for the e,
Measurement of the Gas supplied to him, which Meter shall have been
duly stamped according to Law.

99. No Charge by way of Rent or otherwise shall be made by the No Charga
" Company to any Consumer for the Use of any Meter provided by the £ﬂel; tif;:'ﬂ in

Company In respect of any Half Year in which the Quantity of Gas gyent.
consumed by the Meter exceeds Two thousand Cubic Feet.

100. The Charge to be made by the Company to the Consumer for Charge for
the Use of any Meter provided by the Company in respect of any Half Meter.
Year in which the Quantity of Gas consumed by the Meter does not
exceed T'wo thousand Cubic Ieet shall not be more than after the IRate
of Fifteen Pounds per Centum per Annum on the Outlay incurred by
the Company in providing the Meter.

101. Every Consumer of Gas supplied by the Company shall be at Cﬂﬂﬂume{de
liberty, at his own Expense, to provide his own Meter, the same being Ef;yoﬁll;um
duly stamped according to Law. Meter,

102. After Two Years after the Commencement of this Act no Penalty for
Meter shall be wilfully used for the Measurement of Gas supplied by Eifgul;';mr
the Company which is not duly stamped according to Law; and the stamped.
Company and also every Person who shall after that Period wilfully use
or permit to be used any Meter not so stamped, shall respectively, on
summary Conviction before Two Justices, forfeit such a Sum not ex-
ceeding Five Pounds as the Justices determine; and any Contract,

Bargain, or Sale made with reference to any Meter not so stamped shall
be void ; and every Meter so used not having been so stamped shall, on
being discovered by any Inspector of (Gas Meters lawfully acting in
that Behalf, be seized, and on Conviction of the Person wilfully using

or possessing the same be forfeited and destroyed.

103. If any Person supplied with Gas by the Company wilfully dg, (é'}'utting off
as.

or cause or suffer to be done, anything in contravention of any of the
Provisions of this Aect, or wilfully fail to do anything which under this
Act ought to be done by such Person for the Prevention of the Waste,
Misuse, or undue Consumption of the Companys Gas, the Company
may cut off or stop any Pipe by or through which Gas is supplied to

him, and cease to supply him with Gas so long as the Cause of Injury
[ Local. ] 13 L remains
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remains or is not remedied, and also may recover from -every Person so
offending, in any Court of competent Jurisdiction, the Amount of all
Loss, Damage, or Injury which the Company sustain by any such
Misfeazance or Failure; and the Remedies of the Company under this
Enactment shall be in addition to their other Remedies in that Behalf.

104. In case any Consumer leave the Premises where Gas was
supplied to him without paying to the Compaffy the GGas Rate or Meter
Rent due from him, the C()mpa,ny shall not be entitled to.require from
the next Tenant of the Premises Payment of the Arrears left -anpaid. by
the former Tenant, unless the in-coming Tenant agreed with the default-
ing Congumer to pay the Arrears, but the Company shall, notwithstanding
any such Arrears, in the Absence of Collusion, supply Gas and a Meter
to the in-coming Tenant, as required by this Act, on ‘being 1equ1red by
him so to do.

105. The Company, after Twenty-four Hours Notice to the Occupier
of any House or Building, or if it be unoccupied, then to the Owner or
Lessee thereof, may enter the House or Building at any Time between
the Hours of Nine in the Forenoon and Four in the Afternoon, for the
Purpose of removing any Meters, Pipes, or Fittings belonging to the
Company, and theretofore used in connexion with the Supply of Gas

by them, but which Supply is from any Cause discontinued, and may

remove the Meters, Pipes, and Fittings accordingly, and shall repair
and make Compensation for all Damage caused by such Entry and
Removal : Provided that if the Owner or Lessee of any such undccu-
pied House or Building be unknown to the Company, the Notice may
be given by affixing it for Three Days on some conspicuous Part of the
House or Building.

106. All Sums of Money due aund payable to the Company for a
Supply of Gas within the Limits of this Act, or for a Supply or fixing

be levied by Of Meters, Service Pipes, or other Fittings, and the Amount of which

Distress.

Costs of
Distress.

shall not be bond fide disputed, may (the Party in default being first duly
summoned ) be levied by Distress, and any Justice may on App‘heatmn
issue his Warrant accordmgly, and any such Warrant may contain in
the Body thereof, or in a Schedule thereto, several Names and several

| Sums

107. Any Justice who issues any Warrant of Distress for any of the
Purposes of this Act may order that the Costs of the Proceedings of
and incident to the Recovery of the Money to be levied shall be paid
by the Persons liable to pay the Money, and the Costs shall be ascer-
tained by the Justice, and shall be included in the Warrant of Distress
for the Recovery of the Money, and any such Warrant may contain in
the Body thereof, or in a Schedule thereto, several Names and several
Sums. '

| 10 Bi ;Where
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108. Where any Person fails to pay any Gas Rent, Meter Rent, or Recovery of

other Sum due and payable to the Company, and the Rent or Sum does
not exceed Fifty Pounds, the Company may recover the same, with full

Sums not

exceeding
Fifty

Costs of Suit, in’ the County Court or in any other Court having Juris- Pounds.

tion for the Recovery of Debts of the Amount of the Debt or Sum, and
the Remedies of the Company under this Enactment shall be in addition
to their other Remedies in that Behalf.

109. Penalties imposed on the Company for one and the same Penalties

Offence by several Acts of Parliament shall not be cumulative, and for
this Purpose this Act and the Acts incorporated therewith shall be
deemed several Acts.

110. No Justice or Judge of a County Court shall, except as is by
this Act otherwise provided, be disqualified for acting in the Execution
of this Act by reason of his being liable to any Gas Rent, Meter Rent,
or other Sum under this Act, but no Justice being a Shareholder of the
Company shall act in any Manner in the Execution of this Act.

111. When any Difference by this Act authorized or directed to be
settled by Arbitration has arisen, then if in either of the Cases men-
tioned in the Section One hundred and thirty of * The Companies Clauses
Consolidation Act, 1845," the Arbitrators refuse, or for Seven Days after
Request by either Party to the Arbitration neglect to appoint an Umpire,
Two Justices shall on the Application of either Party to the Arbitration

appoint an Umpire, and the Decision of the Umpire on the Matters
referred to him under this Act shall be final.

112. Nothing in this Act contained shall take away, lessen, or
prejudice any of the Rights, Powers, Authorities, and Privileges of the
Mortgagees and other Creditors of the Union Company or of the Gas
Company.

113. Nothing in this Act contained shall exempt the Company or
their Gas Works from the Provisions of any present or future General
Act relating to Gas Gompanies or Gasworks established before the pass-

ing thereof, or from any present or future General Act relating to the
public Health.

114. Nothing in this Act contained shall repeal, alter, abridge, or
prejudice any of the Rights, Powers, and Authorities of the Local Board
conferred or vested by ¢ The Public Health Act, 1848,” «The Public
Health Supplemental Act, 1849,” “The Public Health Supplemental
Act, 1850,” and “The Local Government Act, 1858,” or any of them,
or any of the Provisions contained in the Act passed in the Seventh
Year of His late Majesty King George the Fourth, intituled An Act

for better paving, lghting, cleansing, waiching, and otherwise improving

the
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115. The Clauses in * The CGasworks Clauses Act, 1847, with
respect to the Provision for guarding against fouling Water or other
Nuisance from the Gus, shall apply as well to any Drain, Sewer, or
Ditch vested in or belonging to or under the Contrel or Management of
the Local Board as to any Stream, Reservoir, or Aqueduct, Pond,
or Place for Water referred to in that Aect, and the several Penalties
thereby provided may be recovered by the Local Doard for any Offence
against this Provision, or the Provisions of that Aect, in like Manner as
such Penalties may be recovered by the Person into whose Water any
Washing or other Substance shall be conveyed or shall flow, as expressed,
in that Act, and the several Powers thereby conferred for the Purpose of
ascertaining whether any Water be fouled by the Gas of the Under-
takers upon the Person to whom the Water supposed to be fouled
belongs may be exercised by the Local Board for the Purposes of this
Provision in like Manner, and with like Rights and Remedies, as by that
Act is provided with respect to that Person.

116. If and whenever, for the Purposes of any Act from Time to
Time in force for paving, lighting, draining, or improving the Borough of
Reading, or conferring other Powers upon the Local Board, they deem
it necessary to require the Company to raise, sink, or otherwise alter the
Situation of any of the Mains, Pipes, Stop Cocks, Plugs, Syphons, or
Branches laid down for the Purposes of this Act, the Company shall,
at their own Expense, within a reasonable Time next after being required
so to do, by Notice in Writing to them given by the Local Board, raise,
sink, or alter the same according to the Notice, in such Manner and in
such Places as the Local Board shail think right and proper and so
require, and in default thereof the Local Board, or their Surveyor, or
any other Person acting by their Order or under their Authority, may
raise, sink, or alter the same as so required, and the reasonable Expenses
thereof shall immediately thereafter be paid by the Company to the Tocal
Board : Provided that if the Expenses be not so paid within Fourteen
Days next after Demand by or on behalf of the Local Board, the same
shall and may be levied by Distress against the Company, and any
Justice may, on Application, issue his Warrant accordingly.

117. All the Costs, Charges, and Expenses of and incident to the

preparing for, obtaining, and passing of this Act shall be paid by the
Company. ‘
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