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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1969 No. 679
DEFENCE

The Rules of Procedure (Air Force) (Amendment) Rules 1969

Made - - - - 8th May 1969
Laid before Parliament 16th May 1969
Coming into Operation 1st June 1969

The Secretary of State in exercise of the powers conferred upon him by sections
103, 104, 105 and 106 of the Air Force Act 1955(a) and of all other powers
enabling him in that behalf hereby makes the following Rules:—

Citation and Commencement

1. These Rules may be cited as the Rules of Procedure (Air Force) (Amend-
ment) Rules 1969 and shall come into operation on the st June 1969.

Interpretation

2. The Interpretation Act 1889(b) shall apply to the interpretation of these
Rules as it applies to an Act of Parliament.

Amendment to the Rules of Procedure (Air Force) 1956

3.—(1) The Rules of Procedure (Air Force) 1956(c), as amended (d), shall be
further amended in accordance with the following provisions of this Rule.

(2) In Rule 62 there shall be added and shall stand as paragraph (4):—

“(4) Where the accused is not represented by a defending officer or counsel,
then, whether or not he himself has given evidence, the prosecutor shall not
n}al;e a closing address unless the accused has called witnesses as to the facts
of the case™.

(3) In the Third Schedule (RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS BEFORE AN APPROPRIATE
SUPERIOR AUTHORITY) for the words ““forfeiture of a sum from pay” in paragraph
5 there shall be substituted the words ‘“‘a fine”.

(4) In Form (5) of the Fourth Schedule (RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS OF A
COURT-MARTIAL) the part D5, being the PROCEEDINGS ON PLEA(S) OF NOT
GUILTY (continued), shall be amended as follows:—

(®) 1955 c. 19. (b) 1889 c. 63.

(c) S.1. 1956/163 (1956 11, p. 2020).

(d) The relevant amending instruments are S.I. 1961/2152, 1964/1282, 1968/1173 (1961
111, p. 3884; 1964 11, p. 2955; 1968 II, p. 3187).
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In the first paragraph the blank space after the word *“The” shall be replaced
by the word “prosecutor” and in the second paragraph the blank space after
the word “The” shall be replaced by the word “accused”.

At the end of the first paragraph and at the end of the second paragraph
there shall be inserted the notation *“2”,

Dated 8th May 1969.

Denis Healey,
One of Her Majesty’s Principal
Secretaries of State.

EXPLANATORY NOTE
(This Note is not part of the Rules.)

These Rules amend the Rules of Procedure (Air Force) 1956 so as to take account
of:

(a) the practice in the civil criminal courts where the accused is not repre-
sented and calls no witnesses as to fact. In such a case the prosecutor is
not permitted to make a closing address. The amendments bring the
procedure at courts-martial into line with this practice (Rule 3(2));

(b) the replacement of the punishment of forfeiture of a sum from pay by
a fine (Rule 3(3));

(¢) the amendment by S.I. 1964/1282 of Rule 62(2) which, as amended,

provides for an accused in all cases to make his closing address after the

closing address by the prosecutor (Rule 3(4)).




