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The Social Security (Contributions) (Mariners) (Amendment) 
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1978 

Made 

Coming into operation 

21st December 1978 

6th April 1979 

The Department of Health and Social Services for Northern Ireland. in 
exercise of tbe powers conferred on it by sections 3(2). 124(1) and 128(6) of. 
and paragraph 6(1)(d) of Schedule 1 to, the Social Security (Northern Ireland) 
Act 1975(a) and paragraph 9 of Schedule 3 to the Social Security (Conse­
quential Provisions) Act 1975(b), and of all other powers enabling it in that 
behalf. hereby makes the following regulations: 

Citation, interpretation and commencement 
'1. These regulations which may be cited as the Social Security (Contribu­

tions) (Mariners) (Amendment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1978 shall be 
read as one with the Social Security (Contributions) Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 1975(c) as amended(d), (hereinafter referred to as "the principal 
regulations") and shall come into operation on 6th April 1979; 

Amendment of regulation 77 of the principal regulations 
2. In regulation 77(a) of the principal regulations (modification of 

employed earner's employment)-
(a) in head (ii) there shall be omitted ", in either case,"; 
(b) at the beginning of head (iii) there shall be inserted "in a case to 

which head (li) applies.". 

Amendment of regulation 79 of the principal regulations 
3. In regulation 79 of the principal regulations (earnings period for 

mariners)-
(a) in paragraph (1) for "Subject to the provisons of the next succeeding 

paragraph" there shall be substituted "~Subject to the provisions of the 
next succeeding paragraph and of regulation 86 of these regulations"; 

(b) after paragraph (2) there shall be added the following paragraph-
"(3) Where the voyage period falls partly in one year and partly in one 

or more other years contributions paid in respect of earnings paid to or for 
the benefit of the mariner in respect of his employment as such in respect 
of that voyage period shall be apportioned between the years proportion­
ately to the length of the part of the voyage period occurrip.g in each such 
year and each amount of contributions so apportioned shall be treated as 
paid in respect of the year to which that amount is apportioned.". 

(a) 1975 c. 15 
(b) 1975 c. 18 
(c) S.R. 1975 No. 319 (II, p. 1492) 
(d) The relevant amending regulations are S.R. 1976 No. 23 (1, p. 77), S.R. 1977 No. 58 

and S.R. 1978 No. 91 
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Revocation oj regulations. 86, 86A, 86B and 86Coj the principal regulations 
4. Regulations 86, 86A, 86B and86C of the principal regulations (special 

transitional provisions and transitional provisions consequent upon the Re­
rating~tders 1975, 1977 and 1978) are hereby revoked. 

Insertion of new regulation 86 in the principal reg14lations 
5. After regulation 85 of the principal regulations there shall be inserted 

the following regulation-

"Special provisions concerning earnings-related contributions 
86.-(1) This regulation shall apply only if earnings-related contribu­

tions payable in respect of a mariner's earnings are collected in accordance 
with the provisions of Part V of Schedule 2 to these regulations and during 
the voyage period one or more than one change occurs in any one or more 
of the fQllowing figures applicable in respect of the mariner's employ-
ment- ' 

(a) the percentage rate for primary or secondary Class "1 contribution 
specified in section 4(6) of the Act; 

(b) the contracted-out percentage applying in the case of a primary 
or secondary Class 1 contributioil in Article 29(2) of the Pensions 
Order; . 

(c) the figure specified in regulation 78(1)(a} or (b) of these regulations 
by which the percentage rate of secondary Class 1 contribution 
is reduced; 

(d) the lower or upper earnings limit for Class 1 c;:ontributions specified 
under Article 3 of the Pensions Order. 

(2) Except for' any paytnent of earnings which is an .employ~r's pay­
ment within the meaning of regulation 84(3) of th\fse regulations and 
subject to the following provisions qf this regulation, where earnjngs are 
paid to or for the benefit of l:!- mariner for his employment as such in respect 
of a voyage period, which falls partly in one year and partly in one or 
mQre other years and. during that voyage period a change such as is 
.specified i1). .the preceding paragraph occurs, for the purposes of liability 
for and calculation of earnings-related contributions-,' , 

(a) tIle earnings ~hal1 be apportioned between the years. in Which the 
voyage period 'falls propor.iionately to the length of the part of 
the voyage period occurring in each such year; a1).d 

(b) each am9unt of earnings' 'so apportioneq shall pe 'treated 'asa pay­
ment bf earnings made at the ,end of the year or, if the voyage 
period ends before the end of the year, of the' part of the year to 

~ which it 'is apportioned; and ' 
(c) the earnings period in respect .of each amount ~h~ be the length 

of the period to which that amount is apportioned. 

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of 'sub-paragraphs'(b) and (c) of 
the last: .preceding paragraph &nd subject to the provisions ·of the next 
succeeding paragraph-

(a) except where the earniitgs are paid in the year in which the voyage 
period hegins, where the voyage period begins on or after 6th 
March in any year the amount apportio:ned to that· year shall be 
treated as a payment of earnings made at the end of the next suc­
ceeding year or, as the case .may be, part of the year and the earnings 
period in respect of that amount and ip. respect of the amount 
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apportioned to the next succeeding year or, as the case may be, 
part of the year shall, unless it is a voyage period ,to which the 
provisions of suh-paragraph (c) of this paragraph apply, be the 
period beginning on the date on which the voyage period com­
mences and ending on the date on which the payment of earnings 
is treated as made; 

(b) except where the voyage period begins on or after 6th March in 
any year and ends before 6th May in the immediately succeeding 
year in which case the provisions of the last preceding sub­
paragraph shall apply, where the voyage period ends before 6th 
May in any year .the amount apportioned to that year shall be 
treated as a payment of earnings made at the end of the immediately 
preceding year and the earnings period in respect of that amount 
and in respect of the amount apportioned to the immediately 
preceding year shall, unless it is a voyage period to which the 
provisions of sub-paragraph (c) of this paragraph apply, be 
(i) in a case where the voyage period began in the immediately 

preceding year, the voyage period; 
(ii) in any other case, the period beginning on 6th April of the 

immediately preceding year and ending on the date on which 
the voyage period ends; 

(0) where the voyage period begins on or after 6th March in any year, 
continues throughout the immediately succeeding year, and ends 
before 6th May in the following year, the earnings period in 
respect of the amount apportioned to each year of the voyage 
period shall be the voyage period. 

(4) Where the voyage period extends beyond the date on which the 
earnings are paid, any amount apportioned to any year after the year in 
which the earnings are paid shall be treated as a payment 6f earnings 
made at the end of the year in which the earnings are paid and the earn­
ings period in respect of that amount and in respect of the amount appor­
tioned to the year in which the earnings are paid and, where applica:ble, 
in respect of any amount which is treated under the provisions of para­
graph (3)(a) above as paid at the end of the year in which the earnings 
are paid, shall be-

(a) in a case where the voyage period began in the year in which the 
earnings are paid, the voyage period; 

(b) in a case where the voyage period began on or after 6th March in 
the year immediately preceding the year in which the earnings are 
paid, the voyage period; 

(0) in any other case, the period beginning on 6th April of the 
year in which the earnings are paid and ending on the date on 
which the voyage period ends. 

(5) Where the earnings period-
(a) is less than a week that period shall be treated as a week; 
(b) exceeds a week or a whole multiple of a week by part of a week, 

(i) if that part of the week is a period in excess of 3 days, that 
part of the week shall be treated as a week; -

(ii) if that part of the week is a period of 3 days or less, that part 
of the week shall be disregarded (and the mariner's earnings 
in respect of his employment as such- during that part of the 
week shall be assessed as if it were earnings for employment in 
the week immediately preceding that part of the week). 
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(6) Where earnings .are apportioned between the years in which the 
voyage ,period falls in accordance . with the foregoing provisions of this 
regulation, contributions paid in respect of each .amount of earnings so 
apportioned shall be treated as paid' 'in respect of the year to which that 
amount is apportioned.". 

Minor or consequential amendments of the principal regulations 
6. In the principal regulations-
(a) in regulation-s 1(2) and 75 (interpretation) there shall be omitted the 

definitions of "the Re-rating Order 1975", "the Re-rating Order 1977" 
and "the Re-rating Order 1978"; 

(b) in regulation 84(3) (special payments to mariners after terminal pay­
ment) for "regulations 83 and 86 of these regUlations" there shall 'be 
substituted "regulation 83 of these regulations"; 

(c) in regulation 87(d} (modification in relation to share fishermen) for 
"15(1)(b)" there shall be substituted "15(1)"; . 

(d) in regulation 116(2) (appropriation and. savings) for "regulations 74, 
86 and 109 of these regUlations" there shaH be substituted "r~gulations 
74 and 109 6f these regulations"; , 

(e) in regulation 119 (modification of section 128(4) of the Act-destina­
tion of contributions and supplements) for "the appropriate allocation 
to the Redundancy Fund" there shall be substituted "the appropriate 
employment protection alIocation"., 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of Health and Social 
Services for Northern Ireland on 21st December 1978. 

(L.S.) W. J .. Sloane 
Senior' A·ssist;mt Secretary 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the regulations but is intended to indicate 
their general purport.) 

These regulations further amend .the Social Security (Contributions) 
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1975 ("the principal regulations"). 

The effect of regulation 2 is to amend the principal regulations to provide 
that employment on a British ship of a mariner shalI be treated as employed 
earner's employment notwithstanding that the person paying the earning!!, or 
the owner or managing owner, has no place of business in Northern Irelarid. 

. 'The regulation-s revoke the transitional provisions relating to mariners 
(which are, spent) 'and make new provision for the calculation of eaniings­
related contributions payable by mariners in respect of a voyage period which 
falls partly in two or more tax years. 

The regulations also make provision as to the tax years in respect of which 
contributions paid in respect of ,the voyage period may be treated as paid. 

The other amendments are of a minor or consequential nature, ,:' 
48 
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