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HORTICULTURE
Processing and Marketing of Solid Pack Apples

I\EGULATIONS DATED 29TH JUNE 1971, MADE BY THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
UNDER SECTIONS 13, 17, 18, 20, 26 aND 33 OF THE HORTICULTURE Act
(NORTHERN IRELAND) 1966.

The Ministry of Agriculture in exercise of the powers conferred on it by
Sections 13, 17, 18, 20, 26 and 33 of the Horticulture Act (Northern Ireland)
1966(a) and of every other power enabling it in that behalf, and after consulta-
tion with such organisations as appear to be representative of interests affected
by the Regulations hereby makes the following Regulations:

Citation and commencement

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Solid Pack Apples (Grading)
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1971 and shall come into operation on
Ist August 1971.

Iunterpretation
2. In these Regulations, unless the context otherwise requires,

“the Act” means the Horticulture Act (Northern Ireland) 1966;
“approved” means approved in writing by the Ministry;

“authorised officer” has the meaning assigned to it by Section 24(1) of
the Act;

“container” means a can of the description designated and defined in Part I
of the Second Schedule;

“label” includes any device for conveying information by written characters
or other symbols stamped or otherwise placed directly on to a container
and any reference to the fixing of a label shall be construed accordingly;

“licence™ means a valid licence issued under the Processing of Horticultural
Produce (Licensing) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1970(b);

“Ministry” means the Ministry of Agriculture;

“package” includes any wrapper, bag, basket, pail, punnet, tray, case,
carton, parcel, cask, box, crate or other receptacle;

“raw material” means apples of the following varieties, which are not
unsound because of gross disease or physiological disorder, Bramley’s
Seedling, Grenadier, or such other vanieties as will give a firm flesh
and full flavour in the finished product and will not readily: dlscolour
on processing;

“solid pack apples” means any product consisting of not less than 75%
‘by weight of raw material and not more than 259% by weight of other
ingredients (including water, sugar or other substances) which has
been subjected to a process of heat treatment, packed in a hermetically
sealed container and which has a pH of not more than 4-5.
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Application

3. Part III of the Act and bhese Regulatlons shall apply to raw material
processed in Northern Ireland. -

Preparation and processing of raw material

4. For the purposes of these Regulations raw material shall be prepared
and processed as specmed in the Schedule to a licence,

Gr ading of solid pack apples’

-5, For the purposes.of Sect16n 13 oﬁ the Act ,grades of quality for solid
pack apples shall be those. designated and defined 1n the First Schedule

Type, filling and markmg of containers - .
6. For the purposes of Section 13 of the Aot

(@) solid pack apples shall be packed in containers which shall be free from
rust or other corrgsion and which shall be of the type described in
“Column 1 of Part T of the Second Schedule. Each description of
container shall, as soon as practical aftér filling and sealing, be exposed
to heatof a temperature of not less than 99° C (210° F)either by being
totally immersed in boiling water or by being subjected to steam in
.a. retort from-which all air has been removed for a continuous period
which must not be less than that specified in Column 5 of Part I of the
said Schedule as being the minimum period of exposure to heat required
for that description of container or for such other period or by such
other method as the Ministry may approve;

(b) the minimum drained weight of solid pack apples in a container.shall be
determined by the method prescribed by Paragraph 2 of Part II of
the Second Schedule and the drained weight of each description of
container specified in Column 1 of Paragraph 1 of Part IT of the Second
Schedule shall not be less than that specified in Column 2 of Paragraph 1
of Part II of the Second Schedule as being required for that description
of container;

{¢) each container of solid pack apples shall be embossed with or have

affixed to it:

(1) letters and numerals in accordance with the Code described in
Part I of the Third Schedule or such other Code as the Ministry may
. approve, indicating the date on which the solid pack apples were
processed and the mature of the produce in the container;

(ii) the number of the licence issued in respect of the premises in which
the raw material was processed.

7. For the purposes of Sections 13(h)v) and 20 of the Act and without
prejudice to Regulation 8 for each of the grades designated in the First Schedule
the form of the label for indicating that the solid pack apples in connection
with which the label is used fall within that grade shall be as set out in Part 11
of.the Third Schedule.

8. A label in the form referred to in Regulation 7 for indicating that the
solid pack apples in connection with which the label is used fall within the
grade designated and defined in the First Schedule as “Choice” shall only
be used with the approval of the Ministry; such approval may be withdrawn
where, in the opinion of the Ministry, the solid pack apples in connection
with which the label is used fail to meet the requirements of that grade.
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9. ‘Section 18(1)(w) of the Act shall not apply to any consignment of-solid
pack apples if the total weight of the solid pack apples in each consignment,
together with the weight of the containers in which they are packed and the
package in which the said containers are contained, does not exceed 26%/,, Ib
(12 kilograms). ‘

Manner of cancellation of labels by authorised officer ‘
» 10. Where, under Section 26 of the Act an authorised officer finds any
solid pack apples which are in a container which has affixed to it a label
in the form prescribed for any grade designated and defined in the First
Schedule ‘but which he has reasonable cause to believe to be of a quality
‘inferior to the quality required for that grade, he may cancel that label by
affixing or requiring to be affixed to the container a label in the form prescribed
in Part III of the Third Schedule which is appropriate to indicate what appears
to him to be the correct grade.

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Ministry of Agriculture for Northern
Ireland this 29th day of Jume 1971.

- (LS. : : A. McKelvie, -
Assistant Secretary.



FIRST SCHEDULE

Grades of Quality for Solid Pack Apples

Characteristic

Choice

Standard

Colour .

The secuons or pleces of apple shall generally be

uniform .in .colour, which shall be characteristic
of the variéty of apples used as raw material,

1 bright and attractive.

| The sections or pieces of apple shall be fairly
- uniform in ¢olour, which shall be characteristic

of the variety of apples used as raw miaterial, fairly

 bright anc13 attractive.

Textire

The sections or pieces of apple shall generally be
discrete, firm, flexible, tender and free from
d1smtegra’uon

The sections or pieces of apple shall be fairly

discrete, firm, flexible, tender and free from
disintegration,

Physical defects .

.| All sectio_ils or pieces of apple shall be free from

easily noticeable blemishes, bruise damage,

1 pieces of core and skin, and the contents of the
container shall be free from extraneous maiter.

The sections or pieces of apple shall generally be
free from readily noticeable blémishes, bruise
damage, pieces of core and skin, and the con-
tainer shall not contain excesswe amounts of
extianeous matter

Sizing . ” All sections or pieces. of apple shall be reason- | The sections or pieces of apple. shall not vary
o : ably uniform in size and shape. excesswely in size or shape
Flavour All sections or pieces of apple shall have the full | The sections or pieces of apple shall generally have

natural flavour of the vanety of apple used as
raw material. :

a distinct natural apple flavour and shall be free
from bitter or other foreign flavours.

Containers . .

Cans shall be free from rust, both internally and
externally, and from panelling, peaking or other
distortions.

Cans shall be free from rust, both internally and

externally, and shall not be excessively distorted.

L8T 'ON'

2ANINIYIOF]

Lv6



SECOND SCHEDULE

. Part 1
Types of Containers and Minimum Period of Exposure t0 Heat after Filling and Sealing
Col. 1 Col. 2. Col. 3 Col. 4 Col. 5
: ] Minimum period of
Description of Diameter in Height in Nominal capacity exposure to heat in
container inches . inches in fluid ounces - | minutes required under
) Regulation 6(a)
5 oz can 28 2% 55 10
8 oz can 3 2% 82 10
Picnic can . 28 3 83 10
Al can 28 4 111 10
El can . ; T 4 14-2 15
Lo gL tone Er ;
can . . 5. ) -
A% can 4 21% 20-9 15
can - 6% 93-0 20
Al0 can 6% 7 1092 20

86
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SECOND SCHEDULE

Part II
1. Drained weight of contents of containers
Column 1 Column 2
Drained weight
Description of in ounces
container required by
Regulation 6(b)
5 oz can . 46
8 oz can . 675
Picnic can 7:0
Al can . . 925
El can 12:0
16Z . 135
A2 can 17:0
A21 can 250
A6 can 780
Al10 can . 92:0

2. Method of detérmining drained weight

(1) Containers may be selected for examination at any time after they have
been filled and sealed but the examination shall not commence until at least
24 hours after they have been subjected to the heat treatment specified in
the Schedule to a licence.

(2) Containers after opening shall be inverted over a perforated screen and
carefully withdrawn from their contents. After draining for a period of
1 minute the material remaining on thé screen shall be weighed and the
weight expressed in avoirdupois.

(3) The screen referred to in sub-paragraph (2) shall consist of a non corrodible
metal sheet perforated with 25 holes per square inch, each hole being circular
and of a diameter of nof less than 1 of an inch nor more than ¥ of an
inch. ‘The screen shall be of sufficient area to support all the contents of the
container, and immediately before use it shall be clean and dry.




THIRD SCHEDULE
PAarT 1
. Embossmg or Marking of Containers
The code referred to at-Regulation 6(c)(1) shall comprise:— ..
The letters SP (to indicate the nature of the contents of the container) followed by a number, letter and number (to indicate
the year, month and day of the month in which the contents of the container were processed) as set out in the table below :—

Year of Month of ) Day of
processing . Code ~ processing < Code processing Code
- January : A 1 - 1
February B 2 2.
1971 1 March C 3 3
1972 2 April .D 4 4
1973 3 May E 5 5
1974 4 © June. - F 6 6
1975 5 July’ G 7 7
1976 6 August H 8 8
1977 7 September X 9 9
1978 8 October J 10 10 .
1979 9 November K 11 11
1980 0 December L 12 12
13 13
i4 14
15 15
16 16
17 17
18 18
19 19
20 20
21 21
2 22
23 - 23
24 24
25 25
. 26 - 26
27 27 -
28 28
29 29
“ 30 30.
31 31

056
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. \THIRD SCHEDULE
PartT I

Férms of Labels

1. Any label of the kind referred to in Regulation 7 shall bear the words,
“Solid Pack Apples” and shall also convey the following true information relating
to those applés:—.

The grade of quality expressed by the word “Choice” or “Standard™ as
the case may be,

2 The name of the vaiiety of the raw materlal used in the. processmg of the
said solid pack apples may be stated on the label where the raw material cons1sts
solely of -one Vanety

- 3 Ariy reference to a label in paragraphs 2 to 6 is a reference to a. label of
a kmd referred to in Regulation 7.

4. The label shall be clearly dlstmgulshable from-its surroundings, e1ther by
being bounded by lines or being of a markedly contrasting colour or material
or in some other respect. .

5. The mformatlon referred to in paragraph 1 shall appear in a space measuring
not less than 1 inch (2:5 centimetres) in height and width.

6. Every letter or word apbearing on 2 label shall be:—
(@) clearly legible;

(b) of a dark colour upon a hght coloured ground or of a light colour upon
a dark coloured ground

(¢) not less than -25 of an inch (-625 centimetres) in height in Lhe case of any
word indicating the grade.

ParT HI

1. The label which may be aﬁixed or required to be aflixed by an authorised
officer in accordance with Regulation 10 to indicate what appears to him to be the
correct grade of solid pack apples i in connection with which that label is used shall
be in the following form:—

W)
)

(Y)

The label shall be completed as follows:—
(@) by depicting at (W) a crown;
(b) by inserting at (X) the letters “MANI”; and
(c) by inserting at (Y) the word “Sub standard”.
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EXPLANATORY NOTE

(Thzs Note is not part of the Regulations but is intended to
indicate thezr general purport.)

These Regulatlons prescribe : —
(1) the standards requited for the g;radmg ‘of solid pack apples;
(2) the type of containers to be-used for packing solid pack apples;

(3) the minimum period during which the -containers, after filling, are
required to be exposed to heat; ‘

(4) the minimum weight of solid pack apples in each container;

(5) the code to indicate the date on which the solid pack apples were .
processed and type of labels to be used. -
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