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C A P. XXVIIL

- An A& to repeal an A& made in the Fifty-fixth Year
of His prefent Majefty’s Reign, for eftablifhing the
Ufe of an Hydrometer called Si4es’s Hydrometer, in
afcertaining the Strength of Spirits, inftead of
Clarkes Hydrometer ; and for making other Pro-
vifions in lieu thereof. ' [23d May 1818.]

' HEREAS a certain A& was made in the Fifty-fixth Year 56G-3.c.140.
‘; ‘/ of the Reign of His prefent Majefty, for eftablithing the Ufe
* of an Hydrometer called Sikes’s Hydrometer, in afcertaining
the Strength of Spirits, inftead of Clarke’s Hydrometer ; reciting therein,
that by an A& made in the Forty-firft Year of the Reign of His prefent
Majefty, among other Things, for making perpetual fo much of an A& w
made in the Twenty-feventh Year of the Reign of His prefent Majefty -
as related to afcertaining the Strength of Spirits by Clarke’s Hydrometer, -
it was enafled, that fo much of an A& made in the Twenty-feventh L
Year of the Reign of His prefent Majefty, intituled An A Jor making 27G.3. ¢35,
Allowances to the Dealers in Foreign Wines, Jor the Stock of certain Foreign h
Wines in their Poffeffion at a certain Time, upon ~which the Dutics on
Importation have been paid, and for emending feveral Laws relating to .
the Revenue of Excife, as direCted that all Spirits fhould be deemed
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and taken to bg of the Degree of Sttength at which the Hydrometer
commonly called Clarke’s Hydrometer fhould, upon Trial by any Officer
or Officers of Excife, denote any fuch Spirits to be, which was to con-
tinue in force until the Fifth Day of April One thoufand feven hun-
dred and eighty-eight, and which, by feveral fubfequent Adls, was
continued until the Firft Day of June One thoufand eight hundred and
one, fhould be made perpetual; and that fince the pafling of the faid
A@s, an Hydrometer called Sikes’s Hydrometer had with great Care
been completed, and had, by proper Experiments made for that Purpofe,
been afcertained to denote as Proof Spirit that which, at the Tempera-
ture of Fifty-one Degrees by Fabrenbeit’s Thermometer, weighs exaltly
Twelve Thirteenth Parts of an equal Meafure of diftilled Water, and
alfo to determine the Strengths of all other Spirits, in proportion to
the Quantity of fuch Proof Spirit which is contained therein, gr which
can be made from them, with a Degree of Accuracy never before
attained ; and that it was expedient to cftablith the fame in lieu and
inftead of the faid Hydrometer called Clarke’s Hydrometer, which ftill
remained in Ufe in Great Britain under and by virtue of the faid A&;
and that it was alfo expedient to repeal the faid recited Claufe of the
faid A& made in the Forty-firft Year of the Reign aforefaid ; and alfo
an A& made in the Forty-fecond Year of the Reign aforefaid, intituled
An Af 1o authorize the Lord High Treafurer or Commiffioners of the
Treafury In Greax Britain, and the Lord High Treafurep or the Commiffion-
et of the Treafiry in Ireland, to ordsr the Ufe of the Hydromaters now
employed in the Management of the Revenues to be difcantinued, and other
Infiruments to be ufed inftead thereof : And whereas the faid A& by which
the A@s therein recited as aforefaid were repealed, and the Ufe of Sikes’s
Hydrometar eftablithed as aforefaid, will expire on the Firft Day of Auguft
One thoufand cight hundred and eighteen ; and it is expedient to
repeal the faid A&, fave and except as hereafter mentioned, and
make further Provifion for the Purpofes therein mentioned ; be it there-
fore enafted by the King’s moft Excellent Majefly, by and with the
Advice and Confent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Com-
mons, in this prefent Parliament aflembled, and by the Authority of
the fame, That from and after the pafing of this A& the faid A&
of the Fifty-fixth Year aforefaid fhall be and the fame is hereby
repealed, fave and except. in all Cafes relating to the recovering any
Fine, Penalty, or Forfeiture, Fines, Pepalties, or Forfeitures, which
fhall have been incurred under fuch A& at any Time before or on
the paffing of this A&, and fave and except as to fo much of the
faid A& as repealed the faid Claufe of the A& of the Forty-firflt Year,
and the faid A& of the Forty-fecond Year of the Reign of His prefent
Maiefty, which fhall, notwithftanding any Thing herein confained, remain
wholly repealed.
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IL. And be it forther enated, That in and throughout the United King-
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, from and after the paffing of this A&,
all Spirits fhall be deemed and taken to be of the Degree of Strength at
which the faid Hydrometer called Sikes’s Hydrometer, ufed under the
Direétions of the Commiffioners of Excife, thall, upon Trial by any Officer
or Officers of the Cuftoms or Excile, denote fuch Spirits to be, except any
Spirits (not being Foreign Cordials, Britifb Brandy, or Britifb Compounds)
which fhall be fweetened, or have any Ingredient or Ingredients mixed
with or put into the fame, fo as to defeat the Operation of the faid Hydro-
meter, or deceive the Officer in trying the true Strength thereof with the
faid Hydrometer, whereby His Majefty may be defrauded; in all and
every of which Cafes fuch Spirits fhall be forfeited, and fhall and may
be feized by any Officer or Officers of Excife, any Thing in any other Ac
or AQs to the contrary thereof in anywife notwithftanding ; and all Rules,
Regulations, Provifions, Penalties, Forfeitures, Claufes, Matters, and
Things in any A& or A&s contained, and not hereby exprefsly con.
trouled or altered, nor repugnant to the Provifions of this A&, relating
to the afcertaining of the Degree of Strength of any Spirits, or to the
Degree of Strength of any Spirits, for any Purpofe whatever relating to
the Revenues of Cuftoms and Excife, or either of them, by the faid
Hydrometer called Clarke’s Hydrometer, or by any other Hydrometer
in that Part of the United Kingdom called Ireland, fhall be in full Force,
and applied in all refpetts as to the faid Hydrometer called Sikes’s Hydro-
meter, as, fully and effeCtually as if the fame were hereby particularly
re- ena&ed as to fuch laft-mentioned Hydrometer.

III. And whereas the Strengths of Spirits denoted by the faid Hydro-
meter called Sikes’s Hydrometer, according to the Temperature thereof,
have been, under the Direction of the Commiffioners of Excife far England,
fet down in a Table intituled *“ A Table of the Strengths of Spirits
¢« denoted by Sikes’s Hydrometer,” and which faid Table has been and
is fubfcribed by the Hand of the Right Honourable Nicholas Vanfittars,
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and lodged with the Commiffioners of
Excife for England ; and it is expedient to make fuch Provifion for and
in refpett thereof asis hereinafter mentioned ; be it therefore enalted,
That the Strengths of Spirits fo fet down in the faid Table fhall, in and
throughout the faid United Kingdom, be deemed and.taken to be true and
juft, and that the faid Table fhall on all neceflary or convenient Occafions
be ufed by every Officer and Officers of His Majefty’s Revenues of Cuf-
toms and Excife refpetively, in and throughout the faid United Kingdom,
for the Purpofes in that Behalf aforefaid, and the Refults of fuch Ufe
fhall on all Occafions be deemed and taken to be accurate and juft
Refults.

IV. And be it further enafted, That in all fuch Trials of the Strength
of any Spirits by any Officer or Officers of Cuyftoms or Excife, with
the

243
Spirits
deemed to
be of the
Strength
denoted by
Sikes’s Hy-
drometer,
except of the
Delcription
herein men-
tioned.

Spirits fweet«
ened to defeat
the Operation
ofthe Hydro-
meter, for-

feited.

Regulations
forgtur;?ng the
Strength of
Spirits by
Clarke’s Hy-
drometer fhall
apply to
Sikes's.

Table of the
Strengths

of Sprrits,
formed under
the Commif-
fioners of
Excife, to be
ufed by the
Officers of
Cuftoms and
Excife.

Cfertain Rates
of Strength
by Sikes’s




244

Hydrometer
fhall be {ub-
{tituted in
Room of
others herein
mentioned.,

Regulations
rélating to

s8° GEORGII III. Cap.28.

the faid Hydrometer called Sikss’s Hydrometer, in any Part of the faid
United Kingdom, the Strength of Twenty-one per Centum above Proof
denoted by the faid Hydrometer called Sikes's Hydrometer, fhall be
fubftituted and taken for the Strength of One to Four over Hydrometer
Proof mentioned in any A& or As of Parliament relating to His Ma-
jefty’s Revenue of Cuftoms or Excife in any Part of the United Kingdom
in force immediately before the paffing of this A& ; and that in all fuch
Trials as aforefaid, the Strength of Nine per Centum above Proof denoted
by the faid Hydrometer called Sikes’s Hydrometer, fhall in like Manner

. be fubftituted and taken for the Strength of One to Nine over Hydro-

meter Proof mentioned in any fuch A& or A@s; and that in all fuch
Trials as aforefaid, the Strength of Seven per Centum above Proof denoted
by the faid Hydrometer called Sikes's Hydrometer, fhall in like Manner
be fubftituted and taken for the Strength of One to Ten over Hydro-
meter Proof mentioned in any fuch A& or A&s; and that in all fuch
Trials as aforefaid, the Strength of Thirteen per Centum under Proof
denoted by the faid Hydrometer called Sikes’s Hydrometer, fhall in like
Manner be fubftituted and taken for the Strength of One in Eight
under Hydrometer Proof mentioned in any fuch A& or A@ts; and that in
all fuch Trials as aforefaid, the Strength of Fifteen per Centum under Proof

. denoted by the faid Hydrometer called Sikes’s Hydrometer, fhall in like

Manner be fubftituted and taken for the Strength of One to Six under
Hydrometer Proof mentioned inany fuch A& or Adts; and that in all fuch
Trials as aforefaid, the Strength of Seventeen per Centum under Proof de-
noted by the faid Hydrometer called Sikes’s Hydrometer, thallin like Manner
be fubftituted and taken for the Strength of One in Six under Hydro-
meter Proof mentioned in any fuch A& or A&s; and that in all fuch
Trials as aforefaid, the Strength of Twenty-two per Centum under
Proof denoted by the faid Hydrometer called Sikes’s Hydrometer, fhall
in like Manner be fubftituted and taken for the Strength of One in
Five under Hydrometer Proof mentioned in any fuch A& or Als ;
and that in all Accounts to be taken under or by virtue of any fuch
A& or A&s, by any Officer or Officers of Excife, of the Stock of
' Britifp Brandy, re&ified Britifb Spirits, Raw Britifb Spirits, Com-
pounds, or other Britifb Spirits of any Re&tifier or Rectifiers, or Com-
kpounder or Compounders of Spirits, all and every fuch Stock and
Stocks fhall be taken and computed at the Strength of Twenty-eight
and Two-thirds per Centum under Proof by the faid Hydrometer
called Sikes’s Hydrometer, in lieu and inftead of cafting and computing
the fame at the Strength of One in Three and Three-fourths under
Hydrometer Proof mentioned in any fuch A& or Ads; and thar all
Britifb Spirits of a greater or higher Degree of Strength than Forty-
two per Centum above Proof denoted by the faid Hydrometer called
Sikes’s Hydrometer, fhall be deemed and taken to be Spirits of Wine
within the Meaning of all and every fuch A& and A&s; and that all and
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and Things
in any fuch A& or A&s mentioned or contained, touching or relating
to any Spirits of the aforefaid Strengths, or any of them, by the faid
Hydrometer called Clarke’s Hydrometer, fhall remain and be in force,
and fhall be incurred, applied, obferved, and exercifed refpeively,
in as full and ample Manner to all Intents and Purpofes whatfoever,
with refpet to Spirits of the aforefaid Strengths refpetively by the
faid Hydrometer called Sikes’s Hydrometer fo fubftituted for them as
aforefaid, as if fuch laft-mentioned Strengths refpectively had been
originally inferted in and made Part of fuch A& or Ads, in lieu
of the faid Strengths refpetively by Clarke’s Hydrometer for which’
the fame are hereby refpe@ively fubftituted: Provided always, that if
the Strength of any Spirits manufaGtured and imported from that
Part of Great Britain called Scotland into that Part of Great Britain
called England as aforefaid, fhall upon Trial by any Officer or Officers
of Excife in England by the faid Hydrometer called Sikes’s Hydro-
meter, be denoted to be greater than that of Seven per Centum above
Proof, and the Strength thereof fhall not exceed Tem per Centum
above Proof, then and in fuch Cafe the faid Spirits fhall not be
forfeited, but fhall be charged with a further Duty proportioned to
their faid Surplus Strength.

V. And be it further enaled, That all Fines, Penalties, and For-
feitures impofed by this A&, fhall be fued for, recovered, levied, or
mitigated by fuch Ways, Means, or Methods, as any Fine, Penalty, or
Forfeiture may be fued for, recovered, levied, or mitigated by any Law
or Laws of Excife, or by A&ion of Debt, Bill, Plaint, or Information
in any of His Majefty’s Courts of Record at Wefiminfler or Dublin,
or in the Court of Exchequer in Scotland, refpeflively; and that One
Moiety of every fuch Fine, Penalty, or Forfeiture fhall be to His Majefty,
His Heirs and Succeflors, and the other Moiety to him or them who

fhall inform, difcover, or fue for the fame.

VI. Provided always, and be it enafted, That any Spirits the refpedtive
Strengths of which fhall have been taken and afcertained in Ireland,
purfuant to the Dire@tions of the faid recited At of the Fifty-fixth
Year of His prefent Majefty’s Reign, fhall not be liable to be forfeited
or feized, nor fhall any Fine, Penalty, or Forfeiture be incurred in
refpe& of any fuch Spirits (not being liable to Forfeiture for any other
Caufe), for or by reafon of any Excefs which, upon any Trial of the
Strengths of fuch Spirits to be made by any Officer of Cuftoms or Excife
in Great Britain or Ireland under the Provifions of this A&, fhall or
may appear above or beyond the Strengths of fuch Spirits which have
been fo previoufly taken and afcertained as aforefaid ; any Thing herein-
before contained to the contrary notwithftanding. -
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Commence 'VII, And be it further enaited, That this AQ@ and the feveral Provi-

f A . .
D velates fions therein contained, fo far as relates to Ireland, fhall commence and

to Ireland.  take effe@ on the Expiration of Ten Days next after the pafling thereof,
and not fooner. -

:‘;5:&?:"“?. VII. And be it further enaéted, That this A& may be altered, amended,
Safion. or repealed by any A& or A@s to be paffed in this Seflion of Parliament.
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