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Cap. 57: .
An A& for more equally and effe¢ually affefling and
colle&ing the Poor Rates within the Parifh of Sains

Mary Stratford Bow, in the County of Middlefex.
| 2g9th Fune 1804.]

HEREAS the Poor within the Parith of Saint Mary Stratford
Bow, in the County of Middlefex, are very numerous, and are
maintained and fupported at a great Ixpence, and by Means

of very heavy Rates ; and the Laws and Statutes now in force within this

Realm, for the affefling and colle&ting of Monies for the Relief of Parochial

Poor, are found inconvenient and ineffectual in the faid Parifh, ;and the Pay-

ment thereof is much evaded, by reafon that divers Houfes within the faid

Panfh are let out ready-furnifhed or in feparate Apartments, and other Houfes

thercin, are let cither furnifhed or unfurnifhed to Lodgers ; and it is deemed
TreYe 1) the p_rem;ﬂag *will tend to fhe Equnlization
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and Reduction of the prefent Poor Rates within the faid Parifh, to the great

Alieviation of many induftrious Families who now pay the fame, and ot the

reft of the Inhabitants of the faid Parifh in general: May it therefore pleafe

Your Mdjefty that it may be ena&ted ; and be it enated by the King’s moft

Iixcellent Majefty, by and with the Advice and Confent of the Lords

Spiritual and T'emporal, and Commons, in this prefent Parliament affembled,

and by the Authority of the fame, That, from and after the pafling of this Declaring
ALt all and every Perfon and Perfons, whether Owner, Leilee, Landlord, that Perions
Renter, or Tenant, who fhall let his or her Houfe, Tenement, or other l’;ﬁé’,‘ﬁ;ﬂ?{;‘{,‘f

[Loc. & Per.] a1 U Premifes, ed, orin fe-
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par ite Apart-
ments, O in -
Lodgings tur-
nifhed or un-
furnithed,
thall be deem-~
ed the Occun
yers for the
Furpafcs of
this Act;

but that the

Rates thall be -

P'ud by the
Tenants,

For bhetter
Recovery of
Rates on
Houf=zs let at
fmall Rents.

GEORGII III. Cap. 57.

Premifes, within the. faid Parifh, ready-furnithed, or in Paicels or feparst.
Apartments, or in Lodgings furmﬂled ar unfurnithed, fhall be deemed i};¢
Occupier thereof, and fhall be rated to, and fthall pay the Rates and Afiefi-
ments for the Rehef of the Poor of the faid Parifh ; and that.all and cver y
{fuch Rates and Afleffments fhall be pald by the Perfon or Perfons rem;mx
“or occupying any fuch Ieady-furmﬂ]ed Houfe, orany fuch Parcel or fepamu,
Apartments, or ready-fmmfhcd Lodgings or unfurnifhed Lodgmgq and
.the Perfon pr Perfons, Occupier or Occupiers, of whom the fame fhall he
‘demanded, 1s and are hereby authorized and required to pay fuch Sum

‘and Sums of Money as fhall be rated or affefled upon fuch Owner, Leflce,
Landlord, Renter, or Tenant.

II. Provided always, and De it Turther enatted, That where the Yearly
Rent or Value of any. Houfe, Tenement, or Hereditament within the {uid
Parifh fhall not exceed Ten Pounds, or where the IHoules, Tenements, o
Hereditaments, fhall be lct to Weekly or Monthly Tenants, or in feparate
Apartments furnifhed or unfurnithed, and the Rents thercot fhali become
)ayablﬁ and be collefted at any ﬂlOI‘tBI Periods than Quarterly, 1t fhali and
may be law{pnl to and for the Churchwardens, Owerfeers of the Poor, and
V’eﬁlymcn of the faid Parifh (1f they fhall think proper) to compound with
the Landlord or I.andlords, Owner or Owners, of all and every or any fuch
Houle or Houfes, Tenement or Tenements, and Hereditaments in the f{aid
Parifh, for the Payment of the Poor Rates, at fuch a reduced Yearly Rental
as the faid Chuu,hwardt,ns, Overfeers of the Poor, and Veftrymen of the
{faid Parifh, or the major Part of them, fhall think reaionablc, fo that fuch
Houlcs, l(.nemf_nt or Hereditaments be not rated at lefs than Two-thirds
nor more than l*our-ﬁﬂhs of the Rack Rent at which the fame fhall then be
let, orof the Annual Value of the faid Premifes refpeétively ; and the Land-
lord or Landlords, Owner or Owners, of {uch Houlfes, ‘Tenements, or
Hereditaments as fhall not cxceed the Yearlv Rent of Ten Pounds, or as
thall be let to Weekly or Monthly Tenants, or in feparate Apartments
furnifhed or unfurnifhed, and {from whence the Rents fhall become due and
be collected at: any (horter Period than Quarterly, 1s and are hercby required
to enter into {fuch Compofition with the faid Churchwardens, Overfeers of
the Poor, and Veftrymen of the {aid Parifh; and in cafe fuc_h Landlord or
Landlords, Owner or Owners, fhall objet to enter into fuch Compofiuon,
he or they fhall from thenceforth be deemed and taken to be.the Occupier
or Occupiers of {uch Premifes, and thall thereupon be rated to and from
"Time to Time fhall pay or caule to be paid the Rates or Afleflments charged
upon their refpeltive Premifes, for the Relief of the Poor of the faid Parifh,
according to a. fair and equal Afleffment by the faid Churchwardens, Over-
feers of the Poor, and Veltrymen of the faad Parifh, unto their Colleltor
or Collcttors tor the Time being, who arc hercbhy ...mlllml..-;.t,d and t:mpcm ered

to colicCt the jame ; and upon INuLpayinciil thorco! o levy the fame by

Diftrefs and Sale of the Goods and Chartrels ot the Landlord or Landlords,
Owner or Owners of the relpective Premufes aforefard wherefoever they fhall
be tound, or the Perfon or Perfons immhabiung the fame refpectively @ Pro-
vided alwa} s, that no fuch Landlord or Owner fhall be charged with or
liable to pay for any increafed Rent referved or made payable to him tor or
on account of fuch Landlord or Owner having agreed to pay the Rares
heretotore chargeable upon the Occupler; and that in fuch Cafe the faid
Rate or Rates, Afleflment or Aflefiments, or {o much thercof as thall remain
unpaid, fhall be and continue a Charge upon the Premifes in refpeét whereot
they fhall be fo rated, and fhall and may be recovered of and from the

Owier,
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44° GEORGII III. Cuzp. <.

QOwner, Leflee,T.andlord, Rentér, or Tenant refpeétively, in Manner hereln-
after mentioned or referred to: Provided zlfo, that the Goods and Chattels
of any Perfon or Perfons renting or occupying any fuch Houfe, Tenement,
or Hereditament, or any Part or Parts thereof, the Poor Rates of which
the Landlord or Landlords, ‘Owner or Owners, is or are hereby made fub-
je€t or liable to, ‘and which fhall not have been compounded for as aforefaid,
{hall be liable 4t all Times to be diftramed and {old for Payment of fo much
of the {aid Rates or Aflefilments, and of all Arrears thereof which accrued
and became due upon the faid Premiles during the 'Time of their Occupancy
only : Provided allo, that all fuch Sums of Money as fhall be fo paid by
fuch Occupier or Occupiers Thall be' deemed and taken as a Payment in Part
of the Rent due and payable from him, her, or them, to the refpetive

Landlord or Owner of the fame Premiles.

[1I. And, for the more equally affefling the Poor Rates within the faid
Parifth, be it further enated, That it thall and may be lawful to and for the

For afcertaine

Lir g the annual
Value of

Churchwardens, Overfeers 8f the Poor, Veftrymen, and Parifhioners, of Houles, &,
{1able to be

the {aid Parifh, or the major Part of them in Veltry aflembled, to call in
the Aid and Afliftance of fome Surveyor or Surveyors, or other competent
Perfon, to view, eftimate, and afcertain the Annual Value of all or any
Foufes, Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments, within the faid Parifl,
chargeable or liable to be affeflfed for the Relief of the Poor, and fo from

Time to Time as Occafion fhall require.

IV. And be it further enacted, That it fhall and may be lawful to and
for the Churchwardens, Overfeers of the Poor, and Veltrymen of the faid
Parith 1mn Veltry aflembled, or the major Part of them, from Time to Time
to appoint a 'T'reafurer or Treafurers, and a Clerk ¢r Clerks, and Colletor
or Collectors of the Poor Rates of the faid Parifh, and fuch other Officers
25 thev moy judge neceflary, and fhall take fuchr Security as they the
faid Churchwardens, Overlcers of the Poor, and Veltrymen of the faid
Farifh, fhall think proper, from {fuch I'reafurers, Clerk, or ColleCtor ; and
fhall and may from Time to Time remove fuch treafurers, Clerks, Col-
lectors, and other Ofhcers, and appoint mn hke Manner, by Ballot, others
12 the Roonm and Stead of {uch of them as fhall be {fo removed, or as fhall
die, or difcontinue, or refign his or their Otlice or Ofhices; and that the
faid Churchwardens, Overleers of the Poor, and Veftrymen, of the faid
Parith, fhall and may, out of the Monies arifing and authorized to be col-
le€ted by virtue of this Aét, allow to all fuch Clerks, Collectors, or other
Ofhcers, fuch Salaries or other Allowances as they the laid Churchwardens,

Overfeers of the Poor, and Veftrymen, of the {aid Parifh, fhall judge neceflary
and proper.

V. And be it further enaéted, Thatif any Perfon or Perfons who fhall

be cholen Colleétor or Collectors by virtue of this ACL fhall retfule o neclc&d
&

to collect the Rates granted for the Relief of thie Poor of the fuid Parih,
and for the Purpofes of this Act, for the Space of T'wenty-one Days atter
tile fame fhall be granted, and Complamt {hall be made by the Church-
wardens and Overfeers of the Poor of the faid Parifh for the "'ime being,
or by any One of them, and Oath made by fon:e credible Wirnels before
any One of His Majefty’s Jultices of the Peace tor the faid County of
NMiddlefex, of fuch Retufal or Negiect, fuch Colle€tor or Colleétors fhall,
unlefs he or they fhall thew full and juit Caufe to the Satistaétion of {uch

Jultice why fuch Rates are not collected, forfeit and pay to the Treafurer
or

rated,

For appoint-
ing Ofhicers.

Collectors

req:uire-i to
coliet¢t Rates
within i gi\'cn
Tine, '
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44° GEORGII III. Cap. 57.

or Trealurers for the Time being, to be appointed by virtue ot this A&, a

Sum not cxccedmg I'ive Pounds, nor lefs than Forty, Shillings for every
fuch Refufal or Negleét.

- VI. And be it further enafted, That the Colle&tor or Colle&ors, (o
be appointed as aforefaid, fhall from Time to Time pay over all and every
the Sums of Money to be collefted or received by them refpettively by
virtue of this A&, when and {o often as the fame fhall amount to Ten
Pounds, or upwards, to the Treafurer or Treafurers for the Time being,
to. be appointed as aforefaid ; and that fuch Colleftor or Colle&ors fhall
from Time to Time when required, give in a particular, true, and perfect
Accountin Writing, under his or their Hand or relpective Hands to the
faid Churchwardens, Overfeers of the Poor, and Veftrymen (on Oath, if
required, which Oath any Juftice of the Peace for the faid Ceunty of
-Middlefex 13 hereby empowered to adminifter) of all Monies which he or
they fhall have refpetivcly received, colletted, or levied by virtue of this
A&, or by reafon or means of the faid Ofﬂ:e, and fhall from Time to
Tlme, when thereunto required by the faid Churchwardens, Overleers of
‘the Poor, and Veftrymen of the faid Parifh, pay all fuch Monies as fhall
‘be In his, their, or any of their Hands, by virtue of this A&, to the
faid Treafurer or Treafurers, to be appointed as aforefaid and if any
fuch Colle&tor or Colletors as aforefaid, thall negle& or refufe to make
fuch Accounts and Payments as are 1equ1red to be made by him or them
refpeCtively by this A&, then any Two Juftices of the Peace a&ing
~for the County of Mzddlcﬁ’t {hall and may, upon Complaint thereot,
make Enquiry of and concerning {uch Neglect or Refufal, as well by the
Confefﬁon of the Pariies themfelves, as by the Oath or Ouaths of One or
more credible Witnefs or Witnefles ; ; and it any fuch Colleltor or Col-
lectors fhall be conviéted of fuch Negle@ or Refufal betore fuch Juftices,
then the faid Juftices fhall, upon Convi&ion, commit the Perfon or
Perfons fo oftending to the Common Gaol of the faid County, there to
remain without Bail or Mainprize until he or they {hall have made a true
and perfect Account and Payment as aforefaid.

That the Colletor or Collettors for
the Time being to be appointed by virtue of this Act, fhall produce
Montlily .to the Churchwardens, Overfeers of the Poor, and Velftrymen
of the faid Parifh, a true Lift in Writing of the Names and Places of
Abode of fuch Perfons as fhall have been rated for the Relief of the
Poor of the faid Parifh, and fhall not have paid the faid Rate, together
with an Account of the Sum or Sums of Money which fhall remain un-
paid by each Perfon refpectively ; and which Lift and Account laft men-
tioned, fuch Colleétor or Collc&ors fhall, if required, verify on Oath be-
fore any juitice of the Peace for th .;..u...:‘.. Ceunty ot Middlefex, who 1s

| VH ‘And be it further enalted,

: heltb} cmpowered to adminifter the fame.

VIIL And be 1t farther enaé&ed, That all Cofts, Charges, and Ex-
pences, of paﬂing this Act, and all other C harges incident to the obtain-
ing thereof, or incurred in relauon thereto, fhall be borne, paid, and

dLh‘d)’Ld out of the Firft Monies which fhall arife or be colleted by virtue .
of this A¢t.

IX And be 1t furthcr ena&cd That the Treafurer and Treafurers to

be appointed, under and by virtue of this A&, fhall, and he and they 13
_ . an
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44° GEORGI1 " III. ap. 57.

ind are hereby required fromi Time to Time to pay all and every
fuch Sum and Sums of Moncy as he or they {hall receive by virtue or in
purfuance of this Alt, unto the Churchwardens, Overfezrs of the Poor,
and Veftrymen of the faid Parith, or to fuch Perfon or Perfons as they,
or any Five or more of them, fhall, by any \Writing or \Writings under
their Hands, order or direct for the Purpofles of this Aét, for the Relief

of the Poor of the faid Parith, and fuch incidental Purpofes as the Poeor
Rate is now by Law applicable unto.

X. And be it further enated, That the Penaltues and Forfeitures im-
pofed by this A&, and the Cofts and Charges of the Recovery thereot,
fhall be levied by Diftrels and Sale of the Offender’s Goods and Chattels,
by Warrant or Warrants under the Hand and Seal or IMands and Seals
of One or more of His Majelty’s Juftices of the Peace for the fuid County
of Middlefex, which Warrant or Warrants fuch Juftice or Juftices 1is
and are hereby empowered and required to grant, on the Confeflion of
the Party or Parties, or upon the Information of Onc¢ or more credible
Witnefs or Witnefles upon Oath ; and all Penalues and Forfeitures, when
io recovered, fhall be paid to the Treafurer or "I'reafurers of the fuid
Parith for the:Time being ; and if no fuch Goods or Chattels of fucly

9

Offender ‘or' Offenders can be found fufficient to anfwer and fatisfy fuch

Penalties and Forfeitures; and the Charges of Diftrefs and Sale, then
it fhall be lawful for fuch Juftice or Jultices and he and they is and
are hereby authorized and required, by Warrant or Warrants under.
his or thetr Hand and Secal, or Hands and Seals, to commit every f{uch
Oftender or Offenders to the Common Gaol of the faid County,
there to remain without Bail or Mainprize for any Time not exceed-
ing Six Weeks nor lefs than Seven Days, unlefs {uch DPenalties and
Forfeitures, and all reafonable Charges, fhall be {fooner fully paid and
fatisfied. |

XI. And be it further enaded, That the Rates or Afleflments by this
Act impofed fhall and may, on Rcfufal to pay the fame, be recovered
in fuch Manner as the Rates made for the Reliet of the Poor are direfted
to be recovered, by an A& made in the Forty-third Year of the Reign
of Queen Elizabeth, for the Reliet of the PPoor, or by any fublequent Act
or Atts relating to, the Relief of the Poor ; which faid feveral Methods
nf recovering the faid Rates or Aflefliments for the Relief of the Poor
ihall and they are hercby declared to be legal Methods and Ways of en-
torcing the Payment of Rates or Affeflinents direlted to be paid in pur-
luance of this A&, as fully and effectually as if fuch Methods were repeated
and re-enaéted in the Body of this Act.

XII. And it is hercby further enadted, That when and as often as any
Diitrefs fhall be made for Nonpayment of any of the fuid Rates, Licreby
directed to be made or authorized to be collcted, or any Part thereof,
it thall and may be lawful to and for the Perfon or Perfons making {uch
Diftrefs to raife and levy the realonable Charges of making fuch Diftrefs,
and {eling and difpoling of the fame, over and above the Sum of Money
due upon the Rate or Rates for which fuch Diftrefs fhall be taken.,

XI1II. Provided neverthelefs, and be it ena&ed, That in cale any Perfon
whomfoever fhall think himfelf or herfelf aggrieved by any Thing done
by virtue of this A&, it {hall and may be lawful for fuch Perfon to appeal

[ Zec, & Per. ) 11 X to

ICO¢{

erly el !‘“_" v :im)
fortia2 trur-
pofes OF tilis
Act 1o the=
Thuichiwar-
dens, <.

[or Recovery
and Applice-
tion of Panas

t.r3.

I r Recovéry
ut the Rates.

Expz=nce cf
mak:ng Dif-
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to, Two or more-Juftices of the Peace for the County of Middlefex, and

alting for the fame,.who fhall have Power, and they are hereby authorized
to hear and determine the faid Complaint, and if they fee juft Caufe, to
order the Perfon {o appealing to be relieved in fuch Manner-as they fhall
think proper: Provided always, that in cafe fuch Perfon {o appealing as
aforefaid; "or the-faid Churchwardens and Overfeers, or the major Part of
them, fhall be diffatisfied with fuch Determination, that then it fhall and
may be lawful either for the Perfon {fo appealing, or for the -faid Church.
wardens and Overfeers of the Poor, or the major Part of them, for and
on the Behalf of the {aid Parith, to appeal to the then next General or
Q&larter Seffions of the Peace to be holden for the County of M:idd/efex,
which fhall happen next after the Expiration of Fourteen Days from the
faid Determination, upon Six Days Notice to be given by the Party
appealing ; and it fhall be lawful for the faid Juftices allembled at fuch
General or Quarter Seflions, or the major Part of them, to hear and
finally determine the Matter of the {faid Complaint, and give Colfts at their

Difcretion.

XIV. And be it further enaéted, That any Inhabitant or Inhabitants of
the faid Parith fhall and may, and he, fhe, and they, is and are hereby
declared not to be an incompetent Witnefs or Witnefles, by reafan of being
{fuch Inhabitant or Inhabitants, in any Action, Suit, Complaint, Profecu-
tion, or Proceeding, to be had, condutted, made, profecuted, or carried
on, under the Authority of this A&, or of any other A& or Alts here-
tofore enalted, and now in force for the Relief of the Poor, in fuch and in
the fame Manner as he, fhe, or they, would or might have been if he,
fhe, or they, was or were refident in any other Parifh or Place.

iV.. And be it further enacted, That the feveral Laws relating to the
Overfeers of the Poor, and for the Reliecf and providing for the Poor,
fhall continue in force within the f{aid Parith of Saint Mary Straiford Bow,

except where the fame are altered by this prefent Act.

XVI. And be it further enatted, That if any Aftion or Suit fhall be
brought or commenced againft any Perfon or Perfons for any Thing
done in purfuance of this A¢t, or in relation to the Premifes, then and in
every fuch Cafe fuch Aétion fhall be commenced within Six Months after
the Faé&t committed, and not afterwards, and fhall be laid and brought in
the County of Middlefex, and not elfewherc; and the Defendant or De-
fendants in fuch A&ion or A&ions to be brought may plead the General
Iffue, and give this A&, and the {pecial Matter jn Evidence, at any "I'nal
to-be had thereupon, and that the fame was done in purfuance and by
Authority of this A& ; and if it fhall appear to be {o done, or it any fuch
A&ion or Suit thall be broucht aticr the Thne bebore limited for bringing
the fame, or fhall be brought in any other County or Place, then and n
fuch Cafe the Jury fhall find for the Defendant or Defendants ; and i
upon fuch Verdi¢t, or if the Plaintil’ or Plaintiffs fhall become nonfuited,
or difcontinue his, her, or their A&ion or Actions, or if a Verdiét fhall
pals againft the Pluintiff or Plaintiffs, or if upon Demurrer Judgement
ihall be given againdt the Plaintiff or Plaintifls, the Defendant or Defen-
dants fhall and may recover freble Cofts, and have the like Remedy for

the fame as any Defendant or Defendants hath or have for Cofts of Suit in
other Cates by Law,

XVI. An’
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XVIL And be it further ena&ted, That this A& fhal]l be deemed and Publick Act.

 taken to be a Publick A& and ihall be _]udxcmlly taken Notice of as fuch, -
" by all Judges, Juftices, and other E’erfons whomfoever mthout fpeaally

pleadmg the fame.

L OND O N: Printed by Grorce EvyreE and ANDREW STRAHAN,
- Printers to the King’s moft Excellent Majefty. 1804.
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