
ANNO QUINQUAGESIMO SECUNDO

\GEORGI HI. REGIS.
§600299900408509908005 FE EES ibe

CAP. CIV.
An A& to render more effectual an Act, paffed in

the Thirty-feventh Year of His prefent Majelty,
for preventing the adminiftering or taking Unlaw-
ful Oaths. (oth Fuly 1812.J

HEREAS an Aa paffed in the Thirty-feventh Year of the ReignW of His prefent Majelty, intituled dn Ad for more effectually pre-
venting the adminiftering or taking of Unlawful Oaths: And

whereas it is expedient that more effectual Provifions fhould be made as to
certain Oaths; be it therefore enacted by the King’s moft Excellent Majefty,
by and with the Advice and Confent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal,
and Commons, in this prefent Parliament affembled, and by the Authority
of the fame, That every Perfon who fhall in any Manner or Form what-
foever, adminifter or caufe to be adminiftered, or be aiding or affifting at
the adminiftering of any Oath or Engagement, purporting or intending ta
bind the Perfon taking the fame to commit any Treafon or Murder, or any
Felony, punifhable by Law with Death, fhall, on Conviction thereof by
due Courfe of Law, be adjudged guilty of Felony, and fuffer Death as a
Felon without Benefit of Clergy; and every Perfon who fhall take any
fuch Oath or Engagement, not being compelled thereto, fhall, on Con-
viction thereof by due Courfe of Law, be adjudged guilty of Felony, and
fhall be tranfported as a Felon for the Term of his natural Life, or for fuck
Term of Years as the Court before which the faid Offender orOffenders
fhall be tried fhall adjudge.
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Il. Provided always, and be it further ena@ed, That Compulfion thall

‘not juftify or excufe any Perfon taking fuch Oath or Engagement,
unlefs he or fhe fhall, within Fourteen Days after the taking thereof,
if not pfevented by actual Force or Sicknefs, and then ‘within’ Fourteen
Days after the Hindrance produced by fuch Force or Sicknefs fhall ceafe,
declare the fame, together with the Whole of what he or fhe fhall know
touching the fame, and the Perfon or Perfons by whom, and in whofe
Prefence, and when and where fuch Oath or Engagement was adminif-
tered; or taken by Information on Oath before One of His Majefty’s
Juftices of the Peace, or One of His Majefty’s Principal Secretaries of
State, or His Majefty’s Privy Council; or in cafe the Perfon taking fuch
Oath or Engagement fhall be in actual Service in His Majefty’s Forces
by Sea or Land, then by fuch Information on Oath as aforelaid, or by
Information to his Commanding Officer.

III. Provided alfo, and be it further enacted, That every Perfon who
before he fhall be charged with any Offence under the faid recited Act
or this Act, in taking any Oath or Engagement defcribed in the hid
recited Act or this Act, fhall, within Three Months after the paffing of
this Act, appear before fome Juftice of the Peace or Magiftrate, and
declare the fame, and the Oath or Engagement fo taken, and when and
where the fame was taken, and in what Manner, and who fhall at the
fame Time take before fuch Juftice of the Peace or Magiftrate, the Oath
of Allegiance to His Majefty, fhall be and is hereby indemnified agaialt
any Profecution for any Offence under the faid recited Act or this Act;
and no Confeffion fo made by any fuch Perfon fhall be given in Evi-
dence again{ft the Perfon making the fame in any Court or in any Cafe
whatever.

IV. And be it further enacted, That Perfons aiding and affifting at the
adminiftering of any fuch Oath or Engagement as aforefaid, and Perfons
caufing any fuch Oath orEngagement to be adminiftered, though notprefent
at the adminiftering thereof, fhall be deemed Principal Offenders, and {hall
be tried asfuch, and on Conviction thereof by due Courfe of Law, fhall be
adjudged guilty of Felony, and thall fuffer Death as Felons, without Benefit
of Clergy, although the Perfons or Perfon who actually adminiftered fuch
Oath or Engagement, if any fuch there fhall be, fhall not have been tried
or convicted.

V. And be it further enacted, That it fhall not be neceffary in any In-
dictment againft any Perfon or Perfons adminiftering or caufing to be
adminiftered or taken, or taking any fuch Oath or Engagement as afore-
faid, or aiding or affifting at, or prefent at and confenting to the admi-
niftering or taking thereof, to fet forth the Words of fuch Oath or En.
gagement, and that it fhall be fufficient to fet forth thé Purport of fuch
Oath or Engagement, or fome material Part thereof.

VI. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That any Engagement or
Obligation whatfoever, in the Natureofan Oath, purporting or intending
to bind the Perfon taking the fame to commit any Treafon or Murder, or
any Felony punifhable by Law with Death, fhall be deemed an Oath within
the Intent and Meaning of this Act, in whatever Form or Manner the fame
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_fhall be adminiftered or taken, and whether the fame fhall be actually ad-
miniftered by any Perfon or Perfons to any other Perfon or Perfons, or
taken by any other Perfon or Perfons without any Adminiftration thereof

by any other Perfon or Perfons.

‘VII. Provided alfo, and be it further enacted, That any Offence com- Where Of-
mitted againft this Act, on the High Seas or out of this Realm, or within

fences
may be

that Part of Great Britain called England, fhall and may be profecuted, P™° ccuted.

. tried and determined before any Court of Oyer and Terminer or Gaol
Delivery, for any County, in that Part of Great Britain called England, in
fuch Manner and Formas if fuch Offence had been therein committed ; and
if committed in that Part of Great Britain called Scotland, fhall and may
be profecuted, tried and determined, either before the Jufticiary Court at
Edinburgh, or in any of the Circuit Courts in that Part of the United
Kingdom.

VIII. Provided alfo, and itis hereby declared, That any Perfon who fhall Perfons tried

be tried and acquitted or convicted of any Offence againft this Act, fhall under this

not be liable to be indicted, profecuted or tried again tor the fame Offence AG not to be
or Fact, as High Treafon or Mifprifion of High Treafon; and that the fave Of.
nothing in this Act contained fhall be conftrued to extend to prohibit any fence, but if
Perfon guilty of any Offence againft this Act, and who fhall not be tried "°t f

tried,
for the fame as an Offence againft this Act, from being tried for the fame may bHigh
as High Treafon or Mifprifion of High Treafon, in fuch Manner as if this ‘T'reafon, &ce

Act had not been made.
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