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CAP. CII.
“An Act for the more effectually preventing the-admi-

niftering and taking of unlawful Oaths in Ireland ;
and for the Protection ofMagiftrates andWitnefles
in Criminal Cafes. [2oth Fume 1810. ]

HEREAS divers wicked and evil-difpofed Perfons have from

\\ Time to Time attempted to feduce feveral of His Majefty’s
Subjects in Ireland from their Duty and Allegiance.to His Ma-

jelty, and to affociate them under the pretended Obligations of Oaths un-

‘lawfully adminiftered:Be it enacted by the King’smoft Excellent Majefty,
‘by and with the Advice and Confent of the Lords Spiritual and ‘Temporal,
-and Commons, in this prefent Parliament affembled, and by the Authority
-of the fame, That any Perfon or Perfons who at any Time after the paffing
-of this A@t fhall adminifter or caufe to be adminiftered, tender or caufe to
be tendered, or be prefent aiding and affifting at the adminiftering or ten-

dering, or who fhall by Threats, Promifes, Perfuafions, or other undue

‘Means, caufe, procure, or induce to be taken by any Perfon or Perfons in
Ireland, upon a Book or otherwife, any Oath or Engagement importing to
bind the Perfon or Perfons taking the fame to be of any Affociation, Bro-
therhood, Committee, Society, or Confederacy whatfoever, in reality formed
-or to be formed for feditious Purpofes, or to difturb the public Peace, or to

injure the Perfons or Property of any Perfon or Perfons whatfoever, or to

compel any Perfon or Perfons whatfoever to do or omit or refufe to do any
AG or Adts whatfoever, under whatever Name, Defcription, or Pretence
fuch Affociation, Brotherhood, Committee, Society, or Confederacy fhall
affume or pretend to be formed or conf{tituted, or any Oath or Engage-
ment importing to bind the Perfon taking the fame to obey the Orders
or Rules or Commands of any Committee or other Body of Men not law-
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fully conftituted, or of any Captain, Leader, or Comniander, (not appointed

by or under the Authority of His Majefty, His Heirs and Succeflors) or

to ufemble at the Defire and Command of any fuch Captain, Leader,
Commander, or Committee, or of any Perfon or Perfons not having law-

ful Authority, or not to inform or give Eviderce againit any Brother,
Affociate, Confederate, or other Perfon, or not to reveal or difcover his

or her having taken any illegal Oath, or not to reveal or difcover any

illegal Act done or to be done, or not to difcover any illegal Oath or En-

gagement which may be adminiftered or tendered to him or her, or the

Import thereof, whether fuch Oath fhall be afterwards fo adminiitered or

hether he or fhe fhall take fuch Oth or enter intotendered or not, or w
tuck

fuch Engagement or not, being by due courle of Law convicted thereof,
thall be adjudged guilty of Felony and be tran{ported for Lite; and every
Perfon who fhall take, in Ireland, any fuch Oath or Engagement, im-

porting fo to bind him or her as aforefaid, and being by due courfe of
Law thereof convicted, fhall be adjudged guilty of Felony, and be tranf-

ported for Seven Years,

Neceflity hall J], Provided always, That any Perfon or Perfons who may have been coms

Or pelled by inevitable Neceflity to commit any of the Offences aforefaid,
they give In. Upon Proof of fuch inevitable Neceflity, fhall be excufed and juftitied, pro-

formation to vided that no fuch inevicable Neceflity fhall juitify or excufe any fuch Per-

aduiticei fon or Perfons, unlefs he, fhe, or they fhall within len Days, if not prevented
Manichere.

DY actual Force or Sicknefs, and then within Seven Days after fuch actual

in-mentioned, Force or Sicknefs fhall ceafe to difable him, her, or them from giving
Information of the fame, difclofe to One of His Majefty’s Juftices of the
Peace in the County in which he, fhe, or they fhall then be, by liforma-
tion on Oath, the Whole of what he, fhe, or they know touching the

compelling him, her, or them to commit any fuch Offence, and of the
Perfon or Perfons by whom he, fhe, or they were compelled to cominit
fuch Offence, and who were prefent at the Time fuch Oilence was com»

mitted, and of the Place where the fame was cominitted : Provided how-

ever, that no Perfon fhall be fo excluded from the Defence of inevitable

Neceffity, who fhall be tried for the faid Offence within the faid Period of
Ten Days from the Commiffion of fuch Offence, or of Seven Days from
the Time when fuch Force or Sicknefs fhall ceafe as aforefaid.

Aiders
and Ill. And be it further enacted, That all Perfons prefent, aiding and affilt-

ettors ing at the adminiftering or tendering of any fuch Oath or Engagement
deemed Prin- >

oro. ?

and all Perfons caufing any fuch Oath or Engagement to be adminiftered
cipals,

or tendered, though not prefent, fhall be deemed principal Offenders, and
tried as fach, though the Perfon or Perfons who actually adminiltered or

tendered fuch Oath or Engagement fhall not have been tricd or convicted.

Purport of IV. And be it further enacted, That it fhall not be neceflary in any In.

Ouh suf dictment to be found againft any Perfon for adminiftering, tendering, or

Gite. taking fuch Oath or Engagement, to fet out the Words of fuch Oath or

Engagement, and that it fhall be fuficient to fet furth therein the Purporta
or Object of fuch Oath or Engagement.

'nformations
V. And whereas it has happened that Perfons who have given Informa-

er tion again{t Perlons accufed of Crimes in freland, have been murdered
who thall :

lode Exami- before Trial of Perfons accufed,- in order to prevent their giving Evidence,
and
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and to effet the Acquittal of the Accufed; be it declared and enatted,
That if any Perfon who hath given or fhall give Information or Exami-
nation upon Oath againft any Perfon or Perfons for any Offence againft
the Laws, hath been or fhall, before the Trial or Trials of the Perfon or
Perfons refpettively azainft whom fuch Informzi‘on or Examination hath
been or fhall be given, be murdered or violently put to Death, or fo maimed
or forcibly carried away and fecreted as nct to be abie to give Evidence
on the Trial of the Perfon or Perfons againfi whom fuch Information or
Examination was given, the Information or kxamination of fuch Perfon
fo taken on Oath fhall be admitted in all Courts of Jultice in Ireland as
Evidence on the Triai or Trials of the Perfon or Perfons refpectively
againft whom fuch [nlormation or Examination was given: Provided
always, that the Information or Examination of a Witnels fecreted fhall
not be Evidence, unlefs it fhall be found, on a collateral Thue, to be put
to the Jury trying the Prifoner), that thePerfon fo feereted was fecreted by
the Perfon then on Trial, or by fome Perfon or Perfons acting for him or
her, or in his or her Favour.

VI. And be it further enacted, That if it fhall appear that any Perfon
having given Information or Evidence agamft any Perion or Perfons charged
with any Offence againft the public Peace, fhall have beeh murdered or
maimed previous to the ‘Trial of the Perfon or Perfons accufed by fuch In-
formation or Evidence, or of any of them, or on account of any fuch Evi-
detice given, or that any Magiltrate or other Peace Officer thall be murdered
or maimed on account of his Exertions as fuch Magiftrate or Peace Officer
to bring Difturbers of the public Peace to Juftice, it fhall and may be lawful
to and for the Grand Jury of the County, County of a Town, or County
of a City within which fuch Murder or maiming fhall have been committed
refpectively, to prefent fuch Sum or Sums of Money as they fhall think juft
and reafonable, to be paid to the perfonal Reprefentative of fuch Wimels,.
Magiftrate, or Peace Officer who fhall be murdered, or to fuch Witnels,
Magiftrate, or Peace Officer who fhall be maimed, having Regard to the
Rank, Degree, Situation, and Circumftances of {uch Witnels, Magiftrate,
or Peace Officer, to be raifed on the County at large, Barony, HalfBarony,
or Parifh in which fuch Murder or maiming {hall refpectively have been

perpetrated, at the Difcretion of fuch Grand Jury.

VII. And be it further enacted, That it fhall and may be lawful for any
Juttice of the Peace in Ireland to arreft and bring before him, or caufe to
be arrefted or brought before him, any Stranger fojourning or wandering,
and to examine him or her onOzth refpecting his or herPlace of Abode, the
Place from whence he or fhe came, hisor her Manner of Livelihood, and
his or her Object or Motive for remaining or coming into the County, City
or Town in which he or fhe fhall be found, and unleds he or fhe fhall anfwer
to the Satisfaction of fuch Magiftrate, or produce fuflicient Security for his
or her yood Behaviour, fuch Mayiftrate fhall commit him or her to Gaol or
the Houfe of Correétion, there to remain until he or fhe fhall find fuch Secu-

rity as aforefaid, or until he or fhe thail be difcharged by fuch Magiftrate :

Provided always, that fuch Magiftrate fhall without Delay, atter fuch Com-

mittal, tranfmit to the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Gover-
nors of Ireland for the Time being, a true and faithful Report of fuch

Committal, and the Grounds and Reafons thereof, the Amount of Bail

required, with the Examination of the Prifoner, and the Reafons
alledged1 6 y
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"by him why he or fhe fhould not be committed, which fuch Magiftrate 16

required te take down inWriting, in order that fuch Perfon may be detained

.or difcharged as to the Lord Lieutenant or other ChiefGovernor or Gover-
nors of Ireland for the Time being may feem right.

Maciftrates VII. And be it further enaéted, That it fhall and may be lawful to and for

may 2@ in all Magiftrates of the adjacent Counties at large refpectively,
to execute this

ke, within the foveral Counties of Cities or Counties of Towns in Ireland,

except the County of the City of Dublin; and in like Manner, that the

feveral Magiftrates of fuch Counties of Cities and Counties of Towns fhall

have like Powcrs to execute this A& in the adjacent Counties at large.

-Powersofthis IX. And be it further enaéted, That all the Powers and Authorities given
A& extended to, and all | ties required from Magiftrates of Counties at large, under and

te all Magi by this Adi, fhall be and are hereby given to and required fromall Magif-
‘trates. . ‘

trates of Counties of Towns, or Counties of Cities in Ireland.

Limitationof X. Andbe it further enacted, That if any Action, ‘Suit, Plaint or In- ©

Actions, formation fhall be commenced or profecuted againft any Perfon or Perfons

for what he or they fhall do in purfuance and execution of thisAd, the fame
-

thall be commenced within Six Months after the Offence committed, and

fhall be brought or laidwithin the County where the Act was committed;
and fuch Perfon fo fued may plead theGeneral Iffue of Not Guilty, and

~

upon [Rue jomed, may give this Act and the fpecial Matter in Evidence; .

and if the Plaintiff or Profecutor fhall become nonfuit, or forbear Profecu-
tion or duffer a Difcontinuance, or if a Verdi& or Judgement on Demurrer
fhail pafs againft him, the Defendant fhall recover Treble Gofts.
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