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An Act to amend and render more effectual the
Provisions of an Act, made in the Fiftieth Year
of His late Majesty’s Reign, for preventing the
administering and taking unlawful QOaths in

Ireland. [18th July 1823.]

HEREAS an Act was passed in the Fifiieth Year of the
‘;‘/ Reign of His late Majesty King George the Third, inti-
tuled An Act for the more effectually preventing the admi- 50G.3.c.102.
nistering or taking of unlawful Oaths in Ireland, and for Protection of
Magisirates and Witnesses ; and it is expedient that so much of the
Provisions of the said Act as relates to such unlawful Oaths should
be rendered more effectual: Be it therefore enacted by the King’s
most Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parlia-
‘ment assembled, and by the Authority of the same, That from and Societies
after the Expiration of Fourteen Days next after the passing of this l‘iee'f“‘fdt‘g"'
Act, any and every Society, Association, Brotherhood, Committee, Mombers of
Lodge, Club, or Confederacy whatsoever, now established, or here- which are
after to be established in Zreland, of the Nature herein-after de- required to
scribed, shall be and be deemed and taken to be, and is hereby ;‘;‘:fag‘:;h“
declared to be an unlawful Combination and Confederacy ; that 15 }, 5,1 byun'
to say, any and every Society, Association, Brotherhood, Committee, 50G.3.c.102.
Lodge, Club, or Confederacy, the Members whereof shall, according
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to the Rules thereof, or to ang Provision or Agreement for that Pur-
pose, be required or admitted or permitted to take any Oath or En-
gagement which shall be an unlawful Oath or Engagement within the
Intent and Meaning of the said recited Act of the Fiftieth Year of His
late Majesty’s Reign, or to take any Oath not required or authorized
by Law ; and any and every Society, Association, Brotherhood, Com-
mittee, Lodge, Club, or Confederacy, the Members whereof or any
of them shall take, or in any Manner bind themselves by any sach
Oath or Engagement upon becoming or in consequence of being
Members of such Society, Association, Brotherhood, Committee,
Lodge, Club, or Confederacy ; and any and every Society, Associa-
tion, Brotherhood, Committee, Lodge, Club, or Confederacy, the
Members whereof shall take, subscribe, or assent to any Test or
Declaration not required by Law ; and any and every Society, Asso-
ciation, Brotherhood, Lodge, Club, or Confederacy, of which the
Names of the Members, or any of them, shall be kept secret from
the Society at large, or which shall have any Committee or Seleet
Body chosen or appointed in such Manner that the Members consti
tuting the same may not be known by the Society at large to be Mem-
bers of such Committee or Select Body, or which shall have any
President, Treasurer, Secretary, Delegate, or other Officer, chosen
or appointed in such Manner that the Election or Appointment
of such Persons to such Offices may not be known to the Society
at large, or of which the Names of all the Members, and of all Com.
mittees or Select Bodies of Members, and of all Presidents, Treasurers,
Secretaries, Delegates, and other Officers, shall not be entered in a
Book or Books to be kept for that Purpose, and to be open to the In-
spection of all the Members of such Society ; and all such Sogieties,
Associations, Brotherhoods, Committees, Lodges, Clubs, and Con-
federacies as aforesaid, are hereby declared to be unlawful Com-
binations and Confederacies ; and every Person who, at any Time
after the Expiration of Fourteen Days next after the passing of
this Act, shaB become a Member of any such Society, Association,
Brotherhood, Committee, Lodge, Club, or Confederacy as aforesaid,
or whao, being a Member of any such Society, Association, Brother-
hood, Committee, Lodge, Club, or Confederacy, at the Time of
the passing of this Act, shall afterwards act as a Member thereof’;
and every Person who, after the Expiration of Fourteen Days mext
after the passing of this Act, shall directly or indirectly maintain
Correspondence or Intercourse with any such Society, Association,
Brotherhood, Committee, Lodge, Club, or Confederacy, or with
any Division, Branch, Lodge, Committee, or other select Body, Pre-
sident, Treasurer, Secretary, Delegate, or other Officer or l\f;mber
thereof as such, .or who shall by Contribution of Money, or other-
wise, aid, abet, or support any such Society, Association, Brother-
hood, Committee, Lodge, Club, or Confederacy, or any Member or
Officer thereof as such, shall be deemed guilty of an unlawful Com-
bination and Confederacy.

11. Provided always nevertheless, and be it emacted, That nothing
berein contained shall extend to any Declaration to be taken,
subscribed, or assented to by the Members of any Society, in case

the
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the Form of such Declaration shall have been first approved and gpproved by

subseribed by Two or more of His Majesty’s Justices of the Peace m" Justices,
. register-

for the County, County of a City, County of a Town, or Place, ¢4 with Clerk

where such Society shall ordinarily assemble, and shall have heen ofthe Peace.

registered with the Clerk of the Peace, or his Deputy, for such

County, Gounty of a City, County of a Towa, or Place; for which

therer shall be paid a Fee of One Shilling and ne more; but

that) such Appzobation of the Justices as aforesaid shall remain

valid and effectual no longer than until the next General Session

for such Gounty, County of a City, County of a Town or Place,

unless the same shall, on Application made by the Parties con-

cermed, be confirmed by the major Part of the Justices present at

such General Session ; and if the same shall not be then and thereso

confirmed, the Provisions of this Act shall from thenceforth extend

to such Declaration, and to all Societies or Persons subscribing

the same, in so far as may relate to all Acts which may be done by ,

them or any of them subsequent to the holding of such General

Session. i

T11. And be it further enacted, That every Person who, at any Time Offenders
after’ the Expiration of Fourteen Days next after the passing of thig may be pro-
Act, shall, in breach of any of the Provisions thereof, be guilty of geeded

.Y . : . against be-
any $uch unlawful Combination and Confederacy as in this Act i g5re Two
deséribed, shall and may be proceeded against for such Offence in a Justices.
summary Way, either before any Two Justices of the Peace for the
County, County of a City, or County of a Town, or Place, wheresuch"

Person’ shall happen to be, or by Indictment, to be preferred in the

Cou‘n’ty,ﬁounty of a City, or County of a Town, or Place, in Ireland,

whelffeigl such Offence shall be committed ; and every Person being Persons con-

coﬁ{?icfed“ of any such Offence, on the Oath of One or more credible victed before

Witneds or Witnesses, by such Justices as aforesaid, shall be by them Justices may

committéd tg the Common Gaol or House of Correction for such ?::',‘]’:%'r‘;:“

Coﬁﬁty, Cbmaty of a City, or County of a Town, or Place, there to Months, or

remain without Bail or Mainprize for the Term of Three Calendar finedi20/,

Motiths, pr shall be by such Justices adjudged to forfeit and pay the d

Suin 8f TWwenty Pounds, British Currency, as to such Justicesshall'seem ~ “1 »

meet; and in case such Sum of Money shall not be forthwith paidinto "'

the Hands of such Justices, they shall, by Warrant under their ¢

Hands and Seals, cause the same to be levied by Distress and Sale i

of the Offender’s Goods and Chattels, together with all Costs and )

Charges attending such Distress and Sale ; and for want of suffieient

Distress shall commit such Offender to the Common Gaol or Housg

of Correction of such County, County of a City, or County of &

Town or Place as aforesaid, for any Time not exceeding Three Calen:

dar Months ; and every Person convicted of any such Offence upon-if convicted

Indictment by due Course of Law, shall and may be transported ‘for on Indict-

thé Term of Seven Years, in the Manner provided by Law for Trans- ’gsgf}’r:)!f: i

portation of Offenders, or shall and may be sentenced to Imprison- {,e tmnspo,{_

ment with hard Labour, and shall be imprisoned for any Time not ed for Seven

exceeding Two Years, as the Court before whom such Offender Years. or

shall be tried shall think fit ; and every such Offender wha shall be ';P%“;:ed
ordered,
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Yehrs with  ordered to be-transported dr infiptisoned shall be subject and liable
HardLabour. to, all Laws goncerming Offenders exdereds to be transported ‘or im.
ni o PHSOBRGwM v 2 | x 3
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Tustices my TV Pravjded always, and be it enaated, Fhat it shall e bewf#l for
mitigate  the Justices of the Peace, by or before whom any Person shall in
Punishment. pyrsuance.of this Act.be eonvicted of any unlawfub Cembimation or
v ,. Lonfederacy, and such Justices are hereby authorized and etapowered
., {if they shall see Gause so o do) to mitigate and lesseri thePuinish-
ment herein-before directed to be inflicted upon any Offendet-dgzinst
this Act so convicted as aforesaid, so as such Punishment be not
thereby reduced to less than One-third of the Punishment hereby
directed to be inflicted as aforesaid, whether such Punishment shall be
by Imprisonment or Fine.
L
Persons Wi Provided also, and be it enacted, That any Person wha shall
prosecuted, 3 e ‘prosecuted before any Justices of the Peace in a summary Way
cither before for any Offence against this Act, and shall be convicted or acquitted
o “’i:‘::ége " by such Justices, shall not afterwards be prosecuted, or be liable to
not liable - be prosecuted, by Indictment or otherwise, for the same Offence;
to other  and so in like Manner any Person who shall be copvicted or
Prosecatiod: gequitted uFon any Indictment, for any Offence against this Act,
shal not afterwards be prosecuted, or be liable to be prosecuted,
before.any Justices of the Peace in a summary Way for, the same
Offence. b
L& q
Oftudes VI Provided also, and be it énacted, That nothirlg, 1 fhis Act
may be in' “egontained shall extend to prevent any Prosecutiop by I@Eéfm nt or
dicted as _ otherwise, for any Thing which shall be an Offence withyn, the Jntent
nz:e'"go‘;:’u;_ and Meaning of this Act, and which might have heen s prpsgeuted
ed under this if this Act had not been made, unless the Offender shaﬁ have been
Act. prosecuted for such Offence under this Act, and convictedsor gequit-
Persons shdlll ted of such Offence; and that no Person shall be pmsgd,u q&l er
not be prose ithis Aet for having been before the passing of this Act a ,l\} r of
auredunder  any Socidty) Associatiom, Brotherhood, Committee,&odfgg;,,’ a or
Members ofConfederacy hereby declared to be an unlawful ombination gnd
any Society mdConfederacy, if such Person shall not in any Manner have acted as
unless theynod~Metber * 6f such Society, Association, Brotherhood, Commitee,
oo miodge, €laly; ér Confederacy, after Fourteen Days from, the pagsing
act as Mem- , o 5 e !
bers. ( of this Act! s dove
LTR 13 Ly § . i
Penalt§ dnbed VEL 'And b€ it further ¢hacted, That if any Person shaﬁ know-
Persons pes, imply permit dny Meeting of any Society hereby declared tp ba,an
Towfalatee inlawful Combination or Confederacy, or of any Division, Brapgh,
ings in theirlt 0T ‘Committee 6f such Sotiety, to be held in his or her Housg, or
Houses. | 1Apartment; such Person shall for the First Offence forfeit the, Sum
iof Five Pounds, to be recovered in like Manner as any other qugty
ounder this Acty wd shall, for dny such Offence committed after, ghe
lisPate -of his or her ConVictioff for such First Offence, be deemped
c guilty of an unlawfil @bn‘xbi?éti’()n and Confederacy in Breggh of
2dv @ tothimAet, 5+ ¢ 1 ove Loie
19dio m &g v osbh. Yol yos » & & U A
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VHI And be i further enacted, That all pecuniary Penaltiey im- i:fp lication
posed by this Act shall be:applied and disposed, of in Manner follow. of Pevalties.
g ; that is to sayy one Moiety thereof tp the Informer, ang, the other

Moiety thereof to His Majesty, His Heizs and Syccessars, . |

na " v S
IX. And be it furthes engeted, That any Conviction by any .Ius; Form of
1 tices of the Peace for unlawful Combination and Confederacy in pur. Conviction.
suance of this Act, shall and may be in the Form following ; (that is
to say,) ’

¢ M. ) RE it remembered, That on this Day of
¢ towit f in the Year of the Reign of

¢ 4. B. of is duly convicted before us, 4.B. and
¢ C.D. Two of His Majesty’s Justices of the Peace for the County
¢ E‘City or Town] of in pursuance of an Act made in the
¢ Fourth Year of the Reign of King George the Fourth [set forth the
¢ Title of this Act] ; for that the said 4. B. after the passing of the said
¢ Act,to wit, on the Day of at

* did contrary to the said Act become a Member of [or, as the Case
¢ may be, act as a Member of, or maintain Correspondence or Inter-
¢ourse with, or by Contribution of Money, or otherwise, abet ot
support] a Society [describing the Society], which Society is an
! bynlawful Combination and Confederacy within the Intent and

* Meaning of the said Act: Wherefore we the said 4.B. and C. D.

¢ do adjudge, that he the said 4. B. do pay the Sum of

¢ Pounds gor, be imprisoned for the Space of Jas a
ok Penalty for his Offence, in pursuance of the said Act. Given

3 ymder our Hands and Seals, this Day of

¢ §h the Year of our Lord and in the
b« XPedr of the Reign of His Majesty.’ f
* 9 .

1’% A be it further enacted, That every Action and Siit ‘which Limitatien
Shall be brought or commenced against any Justice or Justices-of the #f Actions.
Peace, Constable, Peace Officer, or other Person or Persons, for A
any Thing done or acted in pursuance of this Act, shall be com,
menced within Three Calendar Months next after the Fact com+ o
? fnitted, and not afterwards; and the Venue in every such Action

or Suit shall be laid in the proper County where the Faet, was cbm-

mitted, and not elsewhere ; and the Defendant or Defendants in every

such Suit or Action shall and may plead the General Issue, and give General

this Actand the Special Matter in Evidence at any Trial to be had Jssne-

thereupon ; and if such Action or Snit shall be brought or commenged «

after tls’e Time limited for bringing the same, or the Venue shall be laid

in any other Place than as aforesaid, then theJ ury shall find a Verdictfor
the Defendant or Defendants; and in such Case, or if the Jury shall find
a Verdict for the Defendant or Defendants upon the Merits, or if the
Plaintiff. or Plaintiffs shall become nonsuit, or discontinue bis, her, or
heir Action after Appearance, or if upon Demurrer Judgment shall
be given against the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs, the Defendant or. Defen-
dants shall have Double Costs, which he or they shall and may recover DoubleCosts.
in such and in the same Manner as any Defendant can by Law in other
Caseg

S

¥

14 D XI. Provided
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peous in | XL Provided: always, and be it efiacted, That nothing heréin

Custody, ‘or
on Bail, at
ing Act,

' oontaitied shall extend to discharge any Perdori in’ Custody at ‘thes
Time of the passing of this Act, or'who, having been in Custody at any

ey iebleto Time before the passing of this Act, shall have been discharged on
Prosecution. Bail or Recognizance, from any Prosecution which might have been

+

had against such Person if this Act had not been made. !
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