ANNO QUINQUAGESIMO OCTAVO

GEORGII III. REGIS.
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C A P. LXIX.

An A& for the Regulation of Parifh Veftries.
[3d Fune 1818.]

HEREAS it is expedient to regulate the Manner of holding
‘;‘/ Parifh Veftries, and the Right of voting therein : May it
pleafe Your Majefty that it may be enalled ; and be it enated
by the King’s moft Excellent Majefty, by and with the Advice and
Confeat of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this
refent Parliament affembled, and by the Authority of the fame, That Three Days
From and after the Firft Day of Ju/y One thoufand eight hundred and Notice to be
eighteen, no Veftry or Meeting of the Inhabitants in Veftry of or for %}"ft“.“_
any Parifh fhall be holden until public Notice fhall have been given of fuch ciines 3
Veftry, and of the Place and Hour of holding the fame, and the fpecial by Publica-
Purpofe thereof, Three Days at the leaft before the Day to be appointed tion in the
for holding fuch Veftry, by the Publication of fuch Notice in the Parifh Church,and
Church or Chapel on fome Sunday during or immediately after Divine . Choarch
Service, and by affixing the fame, fairly written or printed, on the prin- Door.
cipal Door of fuch Church or Chapel.

II. And for the more orderly Conduét of Veftries, be it further Chairman .of
enafted, That in cafe the Reftor or Vicar or perpetual Curate fhall not Veftries ap-
be prefent, the Perfons fo affembled in purfuance of fuch Notice pointed.
fhall forthwith nominate and appoint by Plurality of Votes, to be afcer-
tained as herein-after is direted, One of the Inhabitants of fuch Parith
to be the Chairman of and prefide in every fuch Veftry; and in all Chairman to

Cafes of Equality of7V8tes upon any Queftion arifing therein, the Ch:: mn:;h;ote.
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man fhall (in addition to fuch Vote or Votes as he may by virtue
of this A& be entitled to give in right of his Aflefiment) have the cafting
Minutes to~ Vote ; and Minutes of the Proceedings and Refolutions of every Veftry
be de‘i‘.t""eg fhall be fairly and diftinély entered ina Book (to be provided for that
and figned-  puynofe by the Churchwardens and Overfeers of the Poor), and fhall be
figned by the Chairman, and by fuch other of the Inhabitants prefent as fhall

. think proper to fign the fame.

Manner of III. And be it farther enaéted, That in all fuch Veftries every Inhabit-

votingin  ant prefent, who fhall, by the laft Rate which fhall have been made for

Veftries. the Relief of the Poor, have been affefled and charged upon or in refpect
of any annual Rent, Profit, or Value not amounting to Fifty Pounds,
fhall have and be entitled to give One Vote and no more ; and every In-
bitant there prefent, who fhall in fuch laft Rate have been affeffled or
charged upon or in refpe& of any annual Rent or Rents, Profit or Value,
amounting to Fifty Pounds or upwards (whether in one or in more than
one Sum or Charge), fhall have and be entitled to give One Vote for every
Twenty-five Pounds of annual Rent, Profit, and Value upon or in refpett
of which he fhall have been affeffed or charged in fuch lait Rate, fo never-
thelefs that no Inhabitant fhall be eatitled to give more than Six Votes ;
and in Cafes where Two or more of the Inhabitants prefent fhall be jointly
rated, each of them fhall be entitled to vote according to the Proportion
and Amount which fhall be borne by him of the joint Charge ; and where
One only of the Perfons jointly rated fhall attend, he fhall be entitled to
vote according to and in refpeét of the whole of the joint Charge.

Inhabitants IV. Provided, and be it further enated, That when any Perfon fhall
comine into have become an Inhabitant of any Parifh, or become liable te be rated
a Parifh fince therein fince the making of the laft Rate for the Relief of the Poor thereof,
;}:: l“'v‘:tfate he fhall be entitled to vote for and in refpe of the Lands, Tenements, and'
y vote. Property for which he {hall have become liable to be rated and fhall con-
fent to be rated, in like Manner as if he fhould have been actually rated .

for the fame.

Inhabitants V. Provided alfo, and it is hereby further enatted, That nd Perfon
refuﬁnf Pay- who fhall have refufed or negleted to pay any Rate for the Relief of
m%nto ﬁlteﬂ the Poor, which fhall be due from and fhall have been demanded of him,
;‘:o::?;:i‘:ri:: and fhall be entitled to vote or to be prefent in any Veftry of the
' P;:I'i?l for which fuch Rate fhall have been made, uatil he fhall have paid

the fame.

For Preferva- VL And be it further enatted, That as well the Books hereby dire&ted
tﬁ?::,ﬁ: f;l"ﬂhto be provided and kept for the Entry of the Proceedings of Veftries,
Papers. as all former Veftry Books, and all Rates and Afleflments, Accounts
‘ and Vouchers of the Churchwardens, Overfeers of the Poor, and
Surveyors of the Highways, and other Parifh Officersy and all Certifi-
cates, Orders of Courts and of Juftices, and other Parith Books,
Documents, Writings, and public Papers of every Parith, except
the Regiftry of Marriages, Baptifms, and Burials, fhall be kept by
fuch Perfon and Perfons, and depofited in fuch Place and Manner,
Pendltyonre. as the Inhabitants in Veftry affembled fhall dire&t; and if any
taining orin- Perfon in whofe Hands or Cuftody any fuch Book, Rate, Aflefl.

juring Parith . 2,
']Boofs, &c. Went, Account, Voucher, Certificate, Order, Document, Wnting, or
7 Paper
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Paper fhall be, fhall wilfully or negligently deftroy, obliterate, ot injure
the fame, or fuffer the fame to be deftroyed, obliterated, or injured, or
fhall; after reafonable Notice and Demand, refufe or negleét to deliver
the fame to fuch Perfon or Perfons, or to depofit the fame in fuch
Place as fhall by the Order of any fuch Veftry be direted, every Perfon
fo offending, and being lawfully convi@ted thereof on his own Confeffion,
or on the Oath of One or more erediblé Witnefs or Witnefles, by and
before Two of His Majefty’s Jultices of the Peace, tipon Cothplaint
thereof to them made, fhall for every fuch Offence forfeft and pay fuch
Sum, not exceeding Fifty Pounds, nor lefs than Forty Shillings, as fhall
by fuch Juftices be adjudged and determined ; and the fame fhall be reco.
vered andlevied by Warrant of fuch Juftices in fuch Manner and by fuch
Ways and Means as Poor’s Rates in Arrear are by Law to be recovered
and levied, and fhall be paid to the Overfeers of the Poor of the Parith
againft which the Offence fhall be committed, or to fome of them, and be
applied for and towards the Relief of the Poor thereof : Provided never-
thelefs, that every Perfon who fhall unlawfully retain in his Cuftody, or
fhall refufe to deliver to any Perfon or Perfons authorized to receive the
fame, or who fhall obliterate, deftroy, or injure, or fuffer to be obliterated,
deftroyed, or injured, any Book, Rate, Affefliment, Account, Voucher,
Certificate, Order, Document, Writing, or Paper belonging to any
Parith, or to the Churchwardens, Overleers of the Poor, or Surveyors
of the Highways thereof, may in every fuch Cafe be proceeded againft
in any of His Majefty’s Courts, civilly or criminally, in like Manner as if
this A& had not been made:

VII. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That all Provifions,
Authorities, and Direétions in this A& contained in relation to Parithes, fhall
extend and be conftrued to extend to all Townthips, Vills, and Places
having feparate Overfeers of the Poor, and maintaining their Poot {epa-
rately ; and that all the Dire@ions and Regulations herein contained in
regard to Veftries, fhall extend and be applied to all Meetings which
may by Law be holden of the Inhabitants of any Parith, Townthip, Vill,
or Place, for any of the Purpofes in this A& ‘exprefled ; and that the
Notices by this A& required to be given of every Veftry may, in Places
in which there is or fhall be no Parith Church or Chapel, or where there
fhall not be Divine Service in fuch Church or Chapel, be given and
publithed in fuch Manner' as Notices of the like Nature fhall have
been there ufually given and publithed, or as fhall be moft effectual
for communicating the fame to the Inhabitants of every fuch Parith, Town.
thip, Vill, or Place refpectively.

VIII. Provided alfo, and be it further enacted, That nothing in this A&
contained fhall extend or be conftrued to extend to alter the Time
of holding any Veftry, Parith, or Town Meeting which is by the Autho-
rity of any A& required to be holden on any certain Day, or within
any certain Time in fuch A& prefcribed and directed ; nor fhall any Thing
in this A& contained extend to take away, leflen, prejudice, or affect
the Powers of any Veftry or Meeting holden in any Parith, Townthip, or
Place, by virtue of any fpecial A& or A&s, of any ancient and {pecial
Ufage or Cuftom, or to change or affe the Right or Manner of voting in
any Veftry or Meeting {o holden.
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Nottoextend  IX. Provided always, and be it ena&ted, That nothing in this A& con-
to Londons  ggined fhall extend to any Parith within the City of London.

nor to South= X, Pn':ovided always, and be it further enacted, That nothing in this
wark. A& contained fhall extend to any Parith in the Borough of Southwark.

To extend XL And be it further enaed, That this A& fhall extend only to

E}X ::;Jng- that Part of the United Kingdom called England and Wales ; and that the

Wales. fame thall be 2 Public A&, and be-judicially taken Notice of as fuch by
all Judges, Juftices, and others, without fpecally pleading the fame.
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